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EDITORIAL 


The White House continues to pursue its tragically mistaken policies, 
despite a world of evidence that it’s wrong 


Insanity define 


LITTLE MORE than a month after voters 

narrowly endorsed George W. Bush’s pros- 

ecution of the war in Iraq and the cam- 
paign against terrorism, events continue to 
demonstrate that the administration is tragically 
off course. From warnings of civil war in Iraq to 
newly revealed reports of torture at Guanta- 
namo Bay, the evidence clearly indicates that the 
Bush administration has no idea of what it’s 
doing, and that it therefore keeps doing the 
same thing over and over again in the vain hope 
that the results will somehow change. That 
comes close to the clinical definition of insanity. 

On Tuesday the New York Times reported that 
the CIA, in two recent cables, warned that the 
chaotic situation in Iraq continues to deterio- 
rate, and that the country could slide into civil 
war unless the Iraqi government is somehow 
able to assert its authority and start rebuilding 
the shattered economy. Naturally, the White 
House responded with its customary petulance. 
Bush’s ambassador to Iraq, John Negroponte, 
filed a written dissent — an unserious response 
to a serious assessment. 

In the long run, the administration has a plan 
for dealing with honest CIA reports: making sure 
they don’t get written in the first place. Bush’s 
new CIA director, Porter Goss, has told his em- 
ployees that their role is to “support the admin- 
istration and its policies in our work,” a pro- 
nouncement that set off a wave of resignations. 
In time, the White House will no longer have to 
worry about the possibility that the CIA will pro- 
duce embarrassingly truthful assessments. For 
now, though, the administration will simply 
have to ignore them. That shouldn't prove to be 
a problem; it never has. 

Half a world away, at the US military deten- 
tion facility in Guantanamo Bay, an exposé by 
the Associated Press this week reported that 
American officials appear more intent on creat- 
ing a new cadre of terrorists than on winning 
hearts and minds. According to the AP, FBI 
agents witnessed abuses such as a female 
guard inflicting pain on a detainee by squeez- 
ing his testicles and bending his thumbs back. 
Other detainees were reportedly observed 
curled up in the fetal position, moaning in 
pain. One was reportedly attacked by a dog; 
another allegedly had his mouth duct-taped 
shut to stop him from reciting Koranic verses. 
These abuses took place in 2002, before the 
Abu Ghraib incidents; yet there is no sign that 
anyone ever followed up on this information. 
Documents obtained by the ACLU under the 
terms of a federal court order (which came 
after government agencies refused to comply 


with the Freedom of Information Act) detail 
still more instances of abuse. 

The Guantanamo detainees, most of them 
rounded up during the war in Afghanistan, are 
being held in secret, beyond the protection of 
the Geneva Conventions. Their names have not 
been released; nor do we know why they are in 
prison. Here is an awful but perfectly logical 
thought: the more that we abuse these de- 
tainees, the less likely we are ever to release 
them, lest they tell the world what happened 
and begin plotting their revenge. And let’s not 
forget that Bush recently rewarded a principal 


The administration 

has a plan for dealing 

with honest CIA reports: 

making sure they don’t 

get written in the 
first place. 


architect of the Guantanamo policies, Alberto 
Gonzales, by promoting him from White House 
counsel to attorney general designate. 

This week President Bush said something that 
revealed the extent of his self-delusion. After ter- 
rorists attacked a US consulate in Saudi Arabia, 
killing five non-American employees, Bush said 
that Islamist extremists want the United States 
out of the Middle East because they fear the 
White House’s plans for democratic elections in 
the region. Bush said that the terrorists “will do 
anything they can to stop democracy,” and that’s 
why sticking to the January 30 election date in 
Iraq is of vital importance. 

Now, no one would deny that bringing 
democracy to Iraq and to the rest of the Middle 
East would be a positive development if it could 
be accomplished. But the ongoing violence in 
Iraq is hardly a good environment for elections, 
which is why many elements of the country’s 
leadership have called for a delay. And attempt- 
ing to transplant Western notions of democratic 
government to countries with no such tradition 
smacks of the sort of naive arrogance that got us 
bogged down in Iraq in the first place. 

Consider Afghanistan, where the American- 
sponsored elected president, Hamid Karzai — a 
decent, liberal-minded leader — controls little 
more than the capital city of Kabul, with Taliban 
extremists and warlords exercising power in 









most of the rest of that backward country. Or 
consider the Palestinian territories, where hopes 
that the death of Yasser Arafat would create new 
opportunities for peace have instead given way 
to the reality that a convicted terrorist, Marwan 
Barghouthi, may be elected from prison as 
Arafat’s successor on a platform of continued 
terrorist attacks upon (and — get this — negoti- 
ations with) Israel. 

The armed forces, the institution that makes 
Bush’s grand schemes possible, is beginning to 
rot out beneath him. On Sunday and Monday, 
the Washington Post reported in extensive detail 
on the true circumstances behind the death of 
Pat Tillman, the former NFL star who quit foot- 
ball to join the Army — and who was killed in 
Afghanistan last spring. Though it has been 
known for some time that Tillman died in a 
friendly-fire incident, the Post learned that it was 
the result of horrendous miscalculations, the full 
extent of which was covered up. Thus was Till- 
man’s genuine heroism tarnished by the corrup- 
tion of the very military that he bravely served. 
This week marked the 1000th American combat 
death in Iraq. Not surprisingly, long-retired re- 
servists are beginning to resist orders to be reac- 
tivated and shipped to Iraq. And military re- 
cruiters are finding it increasingly difficult to 
meet their quotas. 

It’s time — it’s long past time — for the White 
House to embrace a more realistic vision of what 
can be accomplished. In Iraq, former US diplo- 
mat Peter Galbraith has called for a loose federa- 
tion of largely autonomous regions for the coun- 
try’s Kurdish, Sunni Arab, and Shiite groups. 
Such a solution may not fit with the administra- 
tion’s goal of a democratic, united Iraq, but it 
could very well provide the stability that’s need- 
ed to begin pulling out our troops. Needless to 
say, the continued abuse of detainees, whether at 
Guantanamo Bay or Abu Ghraib or some un- 
known prison in an unknown country, is offen- 
sive to American ideals, and in the long run will 
only make us more vulnerable to terrorism. 

When he was running for president in 2000, 
Bush spoke of the need for the US to adopt a 
“humble” foreign policy. What he has given us is 
exactly the opposite. Using the 9/11 attacks as a 
pretext, Bush has pursued policies that are 
breathtaking in their arrogance, aggression, and 
disrespect for our allies. Unfortunately, we have 
to live with this for another four years — and 
neither Bush nor his minions appear capable of 
learning from their many serious mistakes. M& 


What do you think? Send an e-mail to 
letters@phx.com. 





LETTERS 


We welcome responses from our readers. Letters 
should be typed (double-spaced), if possible, and 
must include the writer’s name, address, and a 
telephone number where he or she can be reached 
during business hours for verification. The writer’s 
name and position or town will be published, but 
these may be withheld for good reason. 

Letters may be mailed to the Boston Phoenix, 
126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215; faxed 
to (617) 859-8201; or e-mailed to 
letters@phx.com or to staff writers’ e-mail ad- 
dresses (e-mailed letters must include a telephone 
number for verification and a hometown). All 
letters are subject to editing for considerations of 
space, fairness, and clarity. 


TURN OF THE SCREW 

I wanted to thank you for your words in 
“Screw You, America” [News and Features, No- 
vember 12]. Out of everything I’ve read and 
discussed with my friends and relatives, your 
words most accurately depict what we have 
been feeling and discussing out here in Califor- 
nia (the blue part, not the red part). Our anger 
and frustration at the complete ignorance 


being shown by the “group of folks” in the mid- 
dle of the country has just been overwhelming. 
Ryan Gustafson 

San Jose, California 


Well done. It’s only a pity the morons you 
hoped to address won't listen to a word. 
Will Wiles 
London, UK 


The reason you lost is demonstrated in every 
sentence of this article. If you can’t see it, 
you're guaranteeing another loss in 2008. And 
the complete downfall of a party that has been 
passed over by history. 

Brian Dunford 
Dorchester 


That was the funniest leftist parody I've ever 
read! I know you were being sarcastic, but there 
are actually people who believe you are serious 
and agree with what you wrote! Anyway, thanks 
— as the Bible says, “Laughter is good medicine.” 

Janelle Campbell 
Holts Summit, Missouri 


It saddens me that you feel it’s necessary to 
use the kind of language you did in your piece 
to describe your feelings. But I loved every - 
word of it, and I couldn’t agree more. I hope 
your words serve to light a fire under the asses 
of Democrats and Republicans who ought to re- 
alize we are in a state of rapid decline. 

Brian Maggi 
Mount Prospect, Illinois 


I can understand your rage. But at least 
you know where you stand. You live in a 
country that is determined to make a mess of 
its international politics for another four 
years. 

On the contrary, I, as a citizen of an equally 
civilized country, don’t know what to expect 
from the future. Will the Muslim terrorists 
tiirn on me, too? Will efforts to stick to the 
Kyoto Protocol be neglected or turned back, 
because “the Americans don’t give a shit and 
they don’t do anything,” and thus push our 
economy into recession? Will we be stuck for- 
ever between talking nice to the US and its 
many opponents, because we don’t want any 
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quarrel with either of them? Will the 
unification of Europe be further delayed be- 
cause of different countries’ differing alle- 
giances to the US? 







Jan Vanden Bossche 
Belgium 


I was appalled when I read your article. I 
am a born-again Christian who lives in Rhode 
Island. I am not a redneck, nor do I hunt deer. 
I believe Jesus Christ died for our sins and so 
do many others who voted for Bush. You may 
not agree with us, and we may not agree with 
you, but you shouldn't label people. That was 
a very insulting article. 

Not everyone in the South is an ignorant red- 
neck. But many of them believe strongly in the 
Bible and all it stands for, and religion has got- 
ten them through many hard- 
ships. 

I believe that the 
Republicans have a 
better agenda for 
many believers. | 
don’t think women 
should kill babies, 
because every 
baby is a 
seed that 
God planted. I 
also don’t think 
God made people gay. 
I believe it is a 
lifestyle, and there are 
documented stories of people who became 
straight after accepting Jesus as their savior. 

I know that God loves you and me. Why 
don’t you give the Bible a chance? If you read 
it, you may understand where many people 
are coming from. 





Shirley A. Brown 
Warwick, Rhode Island 


I’m not a Christian, but you are definitely 
speaking the gospel I wish everyone in Ameri- 
ca would hear (and actually listen to). Your 
rant basically telling America the truth about 
the mistake they made was nothing less than 
spectacular. If I were in a church and you were 
the preacher, I would be yelling “Amen!” at 
the top of my lungs. 

Brad 
Santa Cruz, California 


Alas, I’m afraid you've said it all. I’m thor- 
oughly sick of liberals pussyfooting around the 
obvious because heaven forfend they upset 
some pithecanthropic mouth-breathers in Je- 
susland. So, thank you for articulating what a 
lot of us are thinking and lack the guts to speak 
aloud, except in whispers and among ourselves. 

Scott Ross 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


As much as clever analogies, metaphors, and 
creative language may drive home the failure of 
Democrats to elect their representative, I honest- 
ly doubt that your article reminds liberals of 
what their object ought to be in the future. Iam a 
fiscal-conservative environmentalist. I knew that 
Bush would retain his policy toward those of us 
who work hard for the bit that we get, and that 
we would be allowed to keep it. The environ- 
ment is more important to me, but throughout 
the whole campaign, no matter how many times 
I heard that Kerry was for the environment, I 
never heard a single plan he had for improving it. 

The issues are plain and clear, as you so elo- 
quently stated. However, the failure to elect your 
president has nothing to do with others’ failure to 
realize that. Derogatory and belittling comments 
about the other side do nothing to help your 
issue; they only further entrench the separation. 

Mary Claire Stainton 
Fayetteville, Arkansas 


We all know how difficult it is for you social- 
ist “Democrats,” with your post-election trauma 
and the weekly trips to your therapist, but the 
rest of America is getting sick and tired of your 
pissing, moaning, and imbecilic regurgitations 
about “President Bush being a threat to democ- 
racy,” and us poor, bourgeois masses who don't 
have a clue about fighting terrorism. If you re- 
moved your head from your ass and stopped 
fawning over bin Laden and repulsive simps like 
Michael Moore, you might have a clue yourself. 

News flash: Bush did not steal the election, 












there will be no theocracy, and no one will 
come in the middle of the night to drag your 
sorry ass to a gulag. America is safer now than 
it was during Bill Clinton’s regime. God knows 
he tried like hell to eviscerate the military and 
national security. 

Instead of engaging in constructive criti- 
cism or perhaps taking time to reflect on the 
strength, prosperity, and freedoms enjoyed by 
Americans, you choose instead to spit at the 
country that blessed you with the right to free 
speech. Dedicated, brave soldiers of the Unit- 
ed States Army are fighting and sacrificing 
their lives in Iraq and Afghanistan so that in- 
grates like you won't have to worry about an- 
other 3000 deaths on this soil. Be thankful for 

the freedoms you enjoy and 
that we are out front 
protecting them. 

SFC Cheryl McElroy 

US Army 
Arlington, Virginia 


+ 4 


€ 














Don’t pretend to speak 
for me. I was born and 
raised in Springfield, I am 
not born again, and I 
did vote for Bush. I’m 
not a fanatical sup- 
porter of his. | am simply a 
veteran of many combat situa- 
tions throughout the world, and 
I voted for the candidate who will back the 
troops — not call them “murderers.” 
So, do me a favor in future. Don’t say “we.” 
I am a tax-paying resident of this state, and I 
couldn't disagree with you more. 
Scott E Hiorns 
BT1(sw) USN Ret. 
Ludlow 


Thank you a thousand times for your arti- 
cle. I laughed, I cried, I agreed with all of it. It 
needed to be said, and I will share it with any- 
one who can read. 

Cherri Bell 
Juneau, Alaska 


I think I love you. 
Jennifer Lawrence 
Whiting, Indiana 


Clif Garboden responds: 

To the surprise of none, anger provokes re- 
sponse, and my angry post-election screed cer 
tainly did the job, provoking e-mail from across 
the country and from unexpected quarters such 
as Paris, Brussels, and Dubai. The overwhelm- 
ing majority (another no-surprise, given our 
readership) was positive. Thank you; you are 
clearly intelligent and sophisticated and know 
the value of exaggerated invective as a rhetori- 
cal tool. It was nice to hear from you and grati- 
fying that there are so many of you out there. 
The rest of you ... well, a few had reasoned ob- 
jections and points to make; others simply 
proved my nastiest assumptions. 

For some reason, a lot of negative feedback 
questioned my cultural credentials. For the 
record, then: I was raised Presbyterian (12 years 
of Sunday school with the attendance badges to 
prove it) among hillbillies in Western Pennsylva- 
nia in a house without indoor plumbing or cen- 
tral heating. I now attend Quaker meeting and 
manage to live an upper-middle-class life on an 
alternative journalist’s salary in a white-bread 
suburb that I don’t much like. Educated at Boston 
University. Married; two adult kids. Now you 
know. What difference could it make? 

The most disturbing reactions were not the 
ones that wished me dead, but the e-mails that 
jumped on my use of profanity (“Nyah-nyah, 
you swore. I’m telling the teacher, and I don’t 
have to listen to anything else you say”), as if 
that were the point (grow the fuck up), and the 
counter-arguments that my sort of no-prisoners 
intolerance (of war, suffering, political pander- 
ing, economic exploitation, and abused reli- 
gions) was somehow actually the cause of 
Bush’s election. Please, you liberal shits, believe 
whatever you like, but don’t be cowards. The 
culture war is real, no matter who declared it, 
and, if America is ever again to be a humane 
and responsible nation, it is one that requires 
victory, not compromise. Class warfare, on the 
other hand, is unnecessary in America, and I’d 
prefer that be the message people take away 


from my essay. 
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This Friday! 

SOULIVE 

With Special Guest Sam Kininger Band 
Friday, December 10 

WXRV Presents 


JOSH RITTER 
With Special Guest Ollabelte 


saturday, December 11 


WFNX Presents A Very Merry Lifmas with 

THE PERCEPTIONISTS / AESOP ROCK 
Thursday, December 16 

EVAN DANDO 

With Special Guests Jake Brennan & The Confidence Men 
Friday, December 17 


Bob Cenci 


SONIA DADA 
With Special Guests Grace Potter & The Nocturnals 
Tuesday, December 28 


THE ASSEMBLY OF DUST 

New Year's Eve! Get Your Tickets Early Before It Sells Out! 
Thursday, December 30 

Friday, December 31 with special guest Ryan Montbleau 


BOB MOULD 
Friday, January 14 


RAY LAMONTAGNE 
With Special Guest Willy Mason 


Saturday, January 15 


SISTER HAZEL 
With Special Guests Graham Colton, Drew Copeland 


Wednesday, January 19 


SUPER DIAMOND 
Thursday, January 20 


BOB SCHNEIDER 
Friday, January 21 


SUDDEN EASE 
With Special Guests The So and So's, Parker House and Theory 


Saturday, January 22 


KRISTIN HERSH VV/ BEN WEAVER 
Friday, January 28 


Located at 967 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston. All Shows On Sale Now. All Main Room Shows 
show Sunday 
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Lose the razor. 
Forget the hair. 


Say good-bye to shaving. Learn about our easy 
and affordable, physician-certified, painless 
hair removal system: just come in today for a 
free, no-obligation private consultation. You'll 
like our interest free payment plan and written 
satisfaction guarantee. And you'll love the way 


you look— and feel 


Fall Special $250 off 
any 6-treatment package.” 


—______ LASER HAIR REMOVAL __ 


Treatments starting at: 
Upper Lip . 
Underarms 

Bikini Line 

Lower Legs ... 


$99.95 
$179.95 
$179.95 
$279.95 


Financing Available 


™ 


American Laser 
Centers 


www.americanlaser.com 


1-866-319-6383 


Three locations in the Boston area 


*May not be combined with any other offer 





Catering Available 


Gift Certificates Available 
We deliver to most neighborhoods in Boston 





BOSTON: Open Mon thru Sun DORCHESTER: Open Mon thru Sun 
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CLUBBABLE 


Rock beats path to 
the Overdraught 


BOTTLED UP: Overdraught has a late-night menu 
for the sit-down audience and 24 taps’ worth of 
beer for everybody else. 


Live music continues to branch into the outskirts 
of Cambridge and Somerville. With the Abbey 
Lounge and Zeitgeist Gallery thriving in Inman 
Square, and PA’s Lounge joining Tir na nOg in 
Union Square, the Overdraught — at 877 
Cambridge Street — is the latest to take the 
plunge. Located about a mile out from Inman, the 
cozy neighborhood pub has secured an 
entertainment license, set up a stage, and made 
way for the rock. The Scissormen and Bourbon 
Princess were among the bands to inaugurate live 
music at the club last weekend. 

The Overdraught may not have a prime location 
or a huge space, but it does have Martin Doyle. A 
decade-plus veteran of the local club scene, Doyle 
was one of the early Middle East booking agents. 
He went on to book the Causeway in the North 
Station area, bringing in a steady stream of biggish 
names before that club went under in the mid ’90s. 
More recently he’s been based in Provincetown, 
bringing in Boston rockers to play acoustic shows 
at the Squealing Pig, a Commercial Street tavern. 

Doyle was back in his element at the opening- 
night party last Thursday, handing out drinks and 
generally working the room. “Things are different 
than they were when J left, but not that different,” 
he noted. “You see the same people in different 
bands.” Doyle admits that his tastes run somewhat 
to the old school; reunited garage greats the Prime 
Movers are booked to play this Saturday, December 
11. But he plans to keep things diverse and to 
cross-pollinate the old and new. Appropriately, 
opening night featured a set by Sticky, who have 
some punk roots but currently sport more of a jam- 
friendly sound. “I love garage, I love new wave, 
and I love Brit-pop,” Doyle says. “I want to get 
some country music in here, some emo bands, and 
I'd love to get a band like [punk funksters] 
Darkbuster. We’re really looking for a little bit of 
everything.” 

So far the Overdraught is aiming for a slightly 
different, more laid-back niche than the Abbey, 
with a late-night menu to lure the sit-down 
audience and 24 taps’ worth of beer for everybody 
else. Better still, Doyle plans to keep the cover 
down to $3 to $5 for headline bands (the Upper 
Crust are booked for New Year’s Eve). After 
investing three years in getting an entertainment 
license, the Overdraught’s management are feeling 
optimistic. “We’re a little off the beaten path, but I 
think this is going to work,” owner Steve Kelley 
said last week. 

— Brett Milano 
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[this just in] 


RAEL LOVE 
Eminem gets religion 


The video for Eminem’s 2000 hit “The Real Slim Shady” 
shows the rapper surrounded by scores of glowering, bottle- 
blond clones, clad identically in white T-shirts. Is this meant to 
be a comment on the mass-media co-option and dilution of 
Eminem’s persona? Or does it suggest something else? Maybe 
Marshall Mathers is a follower of Raél, a/k/a Claude Vorilhon, 
the Frenchman whose reputed 1973 alien encounter revealed 
that humankind is made in the image of an 
extraterrestrial race called the Elohim, and 
whose scientific subsidiary, Clonaid, made 
waves two years ago when it claimed to have 
created the first human clone. Whether he’s an 
adherent or not (his publicist didn’t respond to 
a request for comment), Eminem has just been — 
named an honorary priest of the Raélian 
movement. 

The honor was bestowed upon him by Raél 
himself, after the Montreal resident caught 
wind of the video for Eminem’s “Mosh,” a 
visceral, ominous anti-Bush broadside that 
many had hoped would impel young voters to 
storm the polls and hand John Kerry an easy 
victory. The priesthood, conferred on “public figures not afraid 
of jeopardizing their careers for their standing up for peace,” 
has been handed out to only a select few. Previous honorees 
include George Michael (for his 2002 Bush- and Blair-bashing 
video, “Shoot the Dog”) and Linda Ronstadt (for dedicating a 
song to Michael Moore in a Vegas casino full of red-staters). 

“Raél is a big fan of anything that’s new, that’s controversial, 
that’s politically incorrect,” says Ricky Roehr, a Raélian bishop 
and president of the United States Raélian movement, from his 
home in Las Vegas. Roehr, too, is a fan of the “Mosh” video, an 
atmospheric animated film that shows throngs of young people 
slipping into black hoodies and joining Eminem as he sets out 
to “stomp, push, shove, mush, fuck Bush/Until they bring our 
troops home.” 

“It’s a hoot! Ah, it’s great,” he says. “The way it touched me 
was twofold. First of all, it’s against the war. But for me, on a 
deeper level, it points out how fear campaigns control entire 


HATE GROUPS 






populations. It also makes references to the KKK and burning 
crosses, stuff like that. There’s just an atmosphere of fear in 
this country. The whole population is paranoid.” 

While the Raélians are best known for their unorthodox 
beliefs about the origins of mankind and their outspoken views 
on the inherent virtues of human cloning, Roehr says it’s the 
group’s overarching message of peace that led them to laud 
Eminem for his anti-war screed. “We’re 
@ fanatical about human rights. We’re very much 
A against any violence. Violence is never a 
@ solution to any problem. It just creates more 
violence.” 

But, I remind him, Eminem is the same guy 
who, in “Kill You,” seethed, “Bitch I’ma kill you! 
Like a murder weapon, I’ma conceal you in a 
closet with mildew, sheets, pillows and film 
you.” And who, in “Kim,” fantasized about 
strangling his then-wife and stuffing her into 
the trunk of his car. 

“Rappers ... that’s their image,” says Roehr. 
“T guess I don’t know if he’s really a violent 
person or if that’s the image he portrays. I don’t 
have the best answer for you on that. But a rapper’s image is 
everything. I’m in the music business myself. I play guitar and I 
sing. I make my living in cover bands.” 

And Roehr says that while honorary priesthood confers no 
rights or responsibilities (although Eminem can expect a 
certificate in the mail any day now), the Raélians would gladly 
welcome Mathers into the fold as a full-fledged member if he 
so chose. “Raélians are all different. There is no pigeonholed 
Raélian. There are attorneys. There are business owners. 
Artists. Surgeons.” 

Rappers with lyrics like “got pissed off and ripped Pamela 
Lee’s tits off/Smacked her so hard I knocked her clothes 
backwards like Kris Kross”? 

“Obviously, we wouldn’t be so keen on those,” Roehr says. 
“To spread violence is not good. But sometimes artists can 
change.” 


— Mike Miliard 


Heil-raisers move into Bay State 


The National Socialist Movement 
(NSM), the second-largest neo-Nazi 
group in America, has never been able to 
establish a permanent presence in New 
England. Yet. It has taken another stab, 
however, with the launch of a Boston 
unit on November 5. 

NSM is the most openly Nazi-like of 
the prominent American neo-fascist 
organizations. According to the Anti- 
Defamation League (ADL), which 
monitors hate groups, there are probably 
between 100 and 200 official members 
nationwide and an unknown number of 
“hangers-on” in nearly 40 chapters. 
Members often wear brownshirt clothing 
and swastikas, and use paramilitary 
terms; some engage in weapons training, 
according to the ADL. They advocate for 
a “greater America,” in which Jews, 
nonwhites, and homosexuals are denied 
citizenship. The primary targets of their 
literature are Jews and immigrants. 

The official creation of the Boston 
chapter, led by local resident John Gray, 
was spurred by a recent NSM rally in 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, which 
several local people attended. 

“Our intent is to get word out ... that 
whites still control our own destiny, and 
can still rid our society of parasites and 
tribal subhumans,” says Gray, in an 
e-mail exchange with the Phoenix. 

Gray claims to have almost 100 
members in New England and many 
more supporters, but the ADL believes 
the chapter currently “is a handful of 
people,” says ADL New England regional 
director Rob Leikind. The group is so 
new that it has yet to list anyone on the 
“race traitors” page of its new Web site 
(www.nsmboston.cjb.net). But it is 


one in Sterling. 


Boston. 


already trying to recruit through 
various online chat forums. 

NSM is not the only new neo- 
fascist presence: Volksfront, 
based in Oregon, moved its 
Eastern regional office to Boston 
last March. Several members of 
Volksfront passed out materials 
(and got into at least one fight) 
during the Democratic National 
Convention, along with members 
of White Revolution, which has a 
chapter in Haverhill, and the 
Creativity Movement, which has 


“The National Alliance has sustained a 
presence here [in Boston] over a long 
period,” Leikind says, “but one of the 
features of this movement is fluidity 
among the actors.” The Boston unit of 
the National Alliance, headed by Michael 
Medeiros, has gotten considerably less 
public attention recently than groups 
such as White Revolution, which has 


These and other groups may be REICH AND WRONG: White Revolution members 
trying to take advantage of the 
decline, both nationally and in - —- - 
New England, of dominant neo- 

Nazi group the National Alliance (NA). 
NA’s founder and leader, William L. 
Pierce, died in 2002, and membership 
has dwindled since, Leikind says. Some 
local NSM members are former NA 
members who left after Pierce’s death, 
Gray says. Meanwhile, another group 
that had been making local inroads, 
World Church of the Creator (precursor 
of the Creativity Movement), began 
declining after two members were 
convicted in 2002 for planning to bomb 
Jewish and African-American targets in 


protest a gay-pride rally in Boston. 


protested at gay-marriage and pro-Israel 
events in the area, and has distributed 
anti-Semitic leaflets in both 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire. 
Gray says his group works closely with 
White Revolution, the Ku Klux Klan, and 
other white-nationalist organizations. 

Overall, the level of violent activity 
from these groups remains low in 
Massachusetts — especially considering 
the confluence of provocative events 
such as gay marriages, the DNC, and 
John Kerry’s presidential run. “We 
watched, and we didn’t find any massive 
movement,” Leikind says. And NSM’s 
Boston foray might not do any better 
than the New Hampshire unit that 
opened — and closed — this year. 
“These types of chapters come and go,” 
Leikind says. Or, as Gray puts it: “It’s a 
tough fight up here in Liberal Jew 
England.” 

— David S. Bernstein 
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[this just in] 


Brandwashed defends your ‘hood 


People often mistake Glenn, a 
freelance Web designer living in 
the North End, for either an 
underground militiaman, a cult 
leader, or a Republican. That’s 
because the Rhode Island native 
makes and sells T-shirts that 
juxtapose assault rifles, 
automatic pistols, and brass 
knuckles with neighborhood- 
pride rallying cries such as 
DEFEND ALLSTON, DEFEND 
BRIGHTON, and DEFEND JAMAICA 
PLAIN. Over the past few 
years, Glenn’s imagery has 
shown up on crudely fashioned 
street stickers, in the display 

windows of CD 


DEFEND 
ALLSTO 


Spins, and at DIY craft fairs such 
as this Saturday’s Bazaar Bizarre 
at the Cambridge YMCA. While 
some folks interpret the slogan 
as an ironic attack on 
gentrification, many people 
don’t know what to make of the 
local call to arms. And that’s 
okay with him. “I don’t want 
everybody to like it,” he says. 
Glenn — just Glenn (“I’m not 
trying to be weird or anything; I 
just don’t want to be Googled”) 
— likes the mystery. “I don’t like 
to say, ‘This is what it means,’ ” 
he says over hot chocolate at 
Hanover Street’s Graffiti Café. 
He’s wearing a Brandwashed 
shirt that reads LIBERATE THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC. “I like that 
people just make up their own 
things.” A boyish 34-year-old 
who looks 10 years younger, 
Glenn doesn’t think his shirts 
are particularly “violent,” with 
the possible exception of his 
post-World Series DEFEND FENWAY 








design, featuring a nail-spiked 
baseball bat. He has also made 
shirts in support of defending 
Boston, Roxbury, Dorchester, 
Brighton, Southie, Hyde Park, 
Mattapan, Somerville, Attleboro, 
Providence, Woonsocket, Bristol, 
and Pawtucket. 

Glenn admits that he’s always 

been a “snob” about living 

in Boston proper. He’s 
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been here since 
1988, when he 
enrolled in Boston 
University. 
About four 
years ago, 
while residing 
in Allston, he 
started producing DEFEND 
ALLSTON stickers, which then led 
to the shirts. “Allston has a 
feeling to it, or an attitude, and 
people really like the way it is,” 
he says. “So DEFEND ALLSTON is 
kind of about that.” But other 
people see it as sardonic. 
“They’re like, ‘Why would you 
defend Allston? The college 
slums of Boston?’ ” 
Some have accused Glenn 
of ripping off David Reeves, 
a New Yorker with a self- 
described “fetish for the Fourth 
Amendment” who designed 
DEFEND BROOKLYN T-shirts in the 
90s. Glenn says it was sheer 
coincidence that he paired 
artillery imagery with a Boston 
neighborhood; but Reeves, an 
aspiring screenwriter, insists 
people like Glenn are copycats. 
“lve been doing it since 96 and I 
have photographic proof as a 
picture was printed in Paper 
magazine from that year,” Reeves 


writes in an e-mail, insisting he 
owns the copyright for DEFEND 
followed by any town 
imaginable. “The shirt has been 
featured in several magazines 
and the diaspora of the 15,000 of 
these shirts that I have sold 
surely must have reached the 
eyeballs of these Boston liars.” 
Harsh words, for sure. Mean- 
while, when Glenn heard that 
somebody had taken direct 
inspiration from his shirts and 
created one reading DEFEND 


3.8 WESTFORD, he felt flattered and 


just wanted a picture. 
Nevertheless, Glenn hasn’t 
exactly been getting rich off 
the project. “It doesn’t pay the 
bills. It’s more of a liability than 
an income,” he concedes. 
Though he guesses a few 
thousand shirts have sold over 
the past couple of years, he’s 
pretty much spent every dime 
replenishing his inventory. He’s 
also generous with his stock, 
trading cupcakes for shirts, 
packing online orders with free 
wares, and even handing over 
shirts to women who promise to 
send him promotional photos 
wearing the Brandwashed label. 
(They rarely do.) Now, he’s 
instituted another trade plan, 
encouraging people to steal 10 
of those ribbon magnets on cars 
and send them in for a free 
shirt. Why? “Those ribbons are 
supposed to mean raising 
awareness? They’ve gotten out 
of control. I saw one that was 
for the Cardinals. What does 
that mean? Raising awareness 
of the St. Louis Cardinals?” 
Brandwashed will be on sale at 
Saturday’s Bazaar Bizarre from 4 
to 10 p.m. at the Central Square 
YWCA, 7 Temple Place, in 
Cambridge; call (617) 491-6050, 
or visit www.bazaarbizarre.org or 
www.brandwashed.com. 
— Camille Dodero 








My unfaithful 


husband infected me with 


| sex to feed my children. Now 
I’m sick, and I can’t 
afford any drugs. 


FINNERAN PHOTO BY ANDREA FISCHMAN 


No worries, little 
lady—a few doses of 
abstinence education, 

and you'll feel 
better in no time. 


A slisht misdiagnosis 









3 VALEDICTION 
Finneran bids farewell 


4 In his eight years as Massachusetts House Speaker, Tom 
A Finneran displayed a multitude of contradictory attributes: he was 
sensitive and callous, calculating and foolhardy, altruistic and self- 
absorbed, arrogant and insecure. Simply put, he was a hard guy to figure out. 

Finneran’s many facets were on full display Tuesday, when he delivered a 
rambling, sometimes tedious, often eloquent last speech to his House colleagues 
(see “Talking Politics,” page 16). At moments when the retiring reps who preceded 
him had kept their composure — thanking their staff, say, or praising their wife and 
kids — Finneran lost his. His emotion also showed at other unexpected moments, 
as when, his voice breaking, he declared that attending the Boston Latin School 
was the necessary precondition for nearly everything he’d achieved. 

At times, Finneran’s candor resembled that of a patient on a therapist’s couch. He 
returned, more than once, to his desperate desire to please — to impress both the 
constituents who'd elected him when he was a “young dope kid” and the colleagues 
who still might decide that, just as Finneran had feared, he wasn’t up to the job. He 
also pointed out that he’d first set foot in the State House while helping his father, a 
rug cleaner, maintain the Beacon Hill carpets. 

But just when Finneran seemed sympathetic or heroic, he’d strike a sour note. 
There were a few lame jokes about how much he’s making in his new job as head of 
the Massachusetts Biotechnology Council. And there were multiple wise-guy cracks 
about the ongoing investigation, by US Attorney Michael Sullivan’s office, into 
Finneran’s testimony regarding the 2001 House redistricting process — an 
investigation that, the former Speaker’s protestations notwithstanding, probably 
helped drive him from office (see “Don’t Take It Personally,” News and Features, 
October 1). 

Maybe these jokes were just gallows humor. But they suggested something 
deeper: a victim complex, and an accompanying lack of introspection. Finneran, it 
seems, still believes the original House redistricting plan — the one activists claimed 
cheated minority voters, and that a three-judge US District Court panel overturned — 
was perfectly fine. Consider one of his more heartfelt moments, in which he reflected 
on his relationship with the predominantly black voters of the 12th Suffolk. Finneran 
thanked his constituents for defying “the political punditry, the political reporters 
and the like, all of whom thought that somehow or other we were locked into such a 






rigid racist consciousness, and that a white, Irish Catholic, relatively conservative 
male could never be elected in a district that was overwhelmingly minority... . | 
asked people, black and white, from one neighborhood to the next, for their 
consideration, for their judgment, and for their support. And year after year after 
year, they defied the political scientists, the journalists, the reporters, and everybody 
else. ... How could | say anything but thank you to those people?” 

By the speech’s end, however, flippant Finneran had returned. He told his 
successor, Sal DiMasi, that he’d put three letters in the corner of his desk, to be 
pulled out when circumstances — through no fault of his own — begin, as they 
surely will, to take a turn for the worse. The first letter, he explained, tells DiMasi to 
blame his predecessor. That should work for a while; when it doesn’t, it’s time to 
reach for the second letter. The advice in this one: blame the press. When that no 
longer does the trick, Finneran continued, it'll be time to read the last one. Its 


advice? First, get three letters ... 


TUNING IN 
Air Somerville 


Morning Sedition, the drive-time talk 
show hosted by comedian Marc Maron 
and radio veteran Mark Riley on Air 
America, will broadcast live this Friday 
from the Someday Café, right in Davis 
Square. This will be the first time the 
show, which usually originates in New 
York City, will go remote. Why? “We 
picked Boston because we all wanted to 
go to Boston,” says senior producer 
Jonathan Larsen. Maron went to BU, 
and began his career playing the Hub’s 
comedy clubs; both Larsen and editorial 
producer Dan Pashman went to Tufts, 
right up the road from the Someday 
Café. What’s more, says Larsen, “It’s a 
relatively new market for us, So we 
thought we could capitalize on whatever 
interest there was in the fact that Air 
America is coming. This is definitely the 
beta test for us hitting the road in some 
other markets. Although we thought 
maybe we'd wait until it was a little 
colder to go to Miami.” 

Serendipitously, the broadcast — 
which can be heard live online and on 
WKOX (1200 AM)/WXKS (1430 AM) 
will coincide with some hot tickets in 
the Boston area this weekend. Maron 
will perform later that night in The Ding 
Ho Reunion at Jimmy Tingle’s 
Off Broadway, in Davis Square. 
(Tingle will be also be a guest 
on Morning Sedition.) And 
mod-punk hero and erstwhile 
Boston resident Ted Leo, 
who'll be fresh off a two-night 
stand at the Middle East, will 
perform a few acoustic songs. 

Also stopping by, to talk 
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— Adam Reilly 


American politics and maybe quaff an 
Americano, will be Congressman Barney 
Frank. “He's that great combination of 
a politician who's willing not only to be 
a fighter but to be a straight shooter,” 
says Larsen. “In other words, he’s up- 
front about what the reality is, without 
letting that mitigate his passion for 
getting done whatever needs to be 
done. A lot of times, especially on the 
right, you get people who are fighters 
for whatever their ideology is, and the 
facts be damned. Barney Frank is 
someone who's committed to knowing 
what the facts are, and also pushing an 
agenda that actually helps people. 
That’s the kind of person we need a 
helluva lot more of right now.” 

Aside from being thrilled just to 
come to Boston, Larsen says, the whole 
Morning Sedition crew is looking 
forward to starting the day early in a 
place where caffeine flows free. “We 
rarely think of our hours as convenient,” 
he laughs, “but this time, that’s true.” 

Air America’s Morning Sedition wil/ 
be broadcast live from the Someday 
Café, 51 Davis Square, in Somerville, 
on Friday, December 10, from 6 to 
9 a.m. Get there early: the first five 


people to arrive will receive tickets to 


The Ding Ho Reunion: 25 Years of 
the Best of Boston Comedy at 
Jimmy Tingle’s Off Broadway. Listen 
live on WKOX 1200 AM/WXKS 1430 
j AM or online at 

we WWW. alramericaradio.com. 


— Mike Miliard 








urban Buy 








Pajama gla 


Who says you can’t look good 24 hours a day? 






N SPRING, so they say, a young 

man’s fancy turns to love. Debat- 

able. However, it’s a fact that 
when the last leaves have withered 
and fallen to the frozen earth; 
when the trees stand naked and the 
frosty air stings your eyes and 
burns your lungs; when the side- 
walks are slick with ice and the 
buildings are dusted with snow — 
that is when a woman’s tender 
thoughts turn to her elastic waist- 
band. This is the season when she 
craves the warm embrace of that 
XXL college sweatshirt she refused 
to give back to her ex-boyfriend 
when they broke up. It is on these nights that a woman yearns for 
nothing more than a ripped tank top from 10 years ago and a 
pair of bleach-stained, filthy sweatpants. 

Contrary to the falsehood perpetuated by lingerie catalogues 
and WB dramedies, most women do not laze about in lacy ted- 
dies and sumptuous satin pajamas. The vast majority of us do not 
take leisurely breakfasts on the veranda in Sexy sleepwear is all well and good, but 
skimpy silk robes, nor do we lounge around the ’ pajamas are also an excellent vehicle for 
apartment in formfitting sleepwear. We cling Petre a4 quirkiness. Check out the Munki Munki 

is e) farmers’-market-themed PJs ($85) 
from Turtle, adorned with vegetables, fruits, 
and other crunchy, wholesome things. And for 


Where to get it: 

¢ Anthropologie, 799 Boylston Street, Boston, (617) 262-0545; 
Atrium Mall, 300 Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill, (617) 559-9995; 
www.anthropologie.com. 

¢ The Cat’s Pajamas, www.thecatspjs.com. 

¢ Neiman Marcus, 5 Copley Place, Boston, (617) 536-3660; 


pink-and-white dog 
($49.50). If you want to 
steer away from the cute 
and more toward the sexy 
and lavish, satin paja- 
mas ($49.50) come ina 
wide variety of colors and 
patterns, and you can even 
buy matching quilted 
satin slippers ($22). Or, if you’re feeling 
raunchy, try on a pair of feathered satin 
Y * high-heel mule slippers ($48). They'll 

4 look great with an ornate and frilly robe 
($78-$98) from Anthropologie while 
you're sipping your Moét on the balcony. 


www.neimanmarcus.com. 

* Red Envelope, www.redenvelope.com. 

¢ Topaz, 1702 Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 492-3700. 

¢ Turtle, 619 Tremont Street, Boston, (617) 266-2610; 
www.turtleboston.com. 

¢ Victoria’s Secret, various locations; www.victoriassecret.com. 

















to our oldest, most threadbare stained T- 
shirts, sweatshirts, and flannel pants, 
and we wear them just about every 
night. 

But that’s not to say a girl isn’t enti- 
tled to a little luxury every now and 
then, or that she doesn’t enjoy looking cute 
when she goes to bed (and even when she 
wakes up). She is, and she does, and here 
is what she should buy. ma 

Of course, the mother ship for cute and 
sexy pajamas is Victoria’s Secret. Garter 
belts and Miracle Bras aside, the store’s 
PINK line of tanks and pants is com- 
fortable and adorable. Among this bright 
and playful collection are lace-trimmed 
cotton hot pants ($20/three), polka- 
dot flannel pajamas ($49.50), and a 
teeny-tiny pink terry-cloth robe 
adorned with the line’s signature 


Pajamas ($66-$86), available at Topaz or at 
the Cat’s Pajamas Web site. The line includes pa- 
jamas, sleep shirts, and capri sets in pho- 
tographic and stylish cartoon prints. An- 
thropologie has a kickin’ pair of flannel PJs 
- ($68) covered with — what else? — shoes, and if 
aaee) you want to go all out, you can get the Burberry 
# signature Nova check nightgown ($195) at 
Neiman Marcus. Our favorite? The classic signature red 
cotton pajamas for men or women ($70-$80) from Red 
Envelope, which you can order inscribed with any nickname 
you choose. 

You’re bound to get at least one item of sleepwear as a gift 
this season. And once you do, you can get right to work stain- 
ing and ripping and over-washing it until it’s just perfect. 

— Nina Schwartz 
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moon signs 


BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


HIS WEEK’S WANING moon gives everyone a per- 

fect excuse to vegetate. Forget the shopping (even 
though I’ve included some helpful and insightful tips). 
Forget starting anything new until next week. The last 
few days of a lunar cycle are about running your per- 
sonal hard drive in “sleep” mode. With the accident- 
prone dark of the moon on Saturday night, I’m fore- 
seeing many nutty, doomed romances starting then. 
Especially for Virgo, Taurus, and Scorpio — and, for 
the most part, those are not crazy-risk-taking signs. 


Thursday, December 9 

Waning moon in Scorpio. Feeling sullen? It’s a danger 
for Taurus and Aquarius, although Scorpio is project- 
ing enormous waves of sexual energy. (Sensing some pressure 
now?) For the last couple of weeks, water signs have gotten a 
boost in allure, thanks to Venus and Mars in Scorpio (Capri 
corn and Virgo get a smaller lift). So everyone else wants to be 
with you — and Taurus wants to be you. Shopping tips: books 
of snappy comebacks 


Friday, December 10 

Waning moon in Sagittarius. Fight fire with travel: go 
to the out-of-the-way place. Order off the menu. And 
Sagittarius, it’s up to you to lead us, but stop that whining. 
Just because Mercury is retrograding in your sign doesn’t 
mean you have to change all your plans at the last minute 
Gemini, this weekend you'll try new things rather than try 
harder. Shopping tips: books about faraway places and the 
food you can get there. VOC 6:03 to 11:54 a.m. 


Saturday, December 11 

Dark of the moon in Sagittarius. A low ebb for us all, 
particularly Gemini (Fred, stop slinging those tools 
around). Sagittarius could be scattered, spending money wild- 
ly on transportation (get me outta here!). Seek out adventur- 
ous friends, or get in touch with folks who live far away. But 
drive carefully tonight. Shopping tip: trousers and leg warmers 
(| swear they’re coming back). VOC 11:03 p.m. to 11:42 a.m. 


Sunday, December 12 

New moon in Sagittarius/Capricorn. What a great 
day for a party, especially if you know a lot of 
sensation-seeking air and fire folks. This is also a good day 
for studying or for repairing trousers (excellent for replacing 
what’s worn out). Sagittarius, keep moving; Capricorn, keep 
listening. Shopping tip: gift certificates for hardware stores. 
VOC until 11:42 a.m. 


Monday, December 13 

Waxing moon in Capricorn. Excellent work day, partic- 
ularly for those in management or “non-glamorous” 
professions. Capricorn, don’t take stuff personally, but don’t 
hesitate to demand what you need (someone to stop talking, 
for example). Cancer is feeling randomly amorous, but Aries 
wonders what all the fuss is about. Shopping tip: snow boots, 
bags of cement, glass bricks. 


Tuesday, December 14 

Waxing moon in Capricorn/Aquarius. You may think 
you're being efficient this morning, which will be true 
if you're talking to new people. Later in the day is good for 
seeking out lunatics and those who march (or stumble) to the 
beat of a different drummer. Aquarius, you may have friend/ 
love problems that have gotten weird over the past month. But 
today, enjoy feeling superior. Shopping tip: tabletop “medita- 
tion” fountains. VOC 6:43 to 11:10 a.m. 


© 


Wednesday, December 15 

Waxing moon in Aquarius. Who can help you — an 

air sign? You may have to ask more than once. 
Aquarius, enjoy the struggle — It won’t last. Libra and Gemi- 
ni, you're moving kind of fast. Is everyone keeping up with 
you? Love for Leo requires a roar rather than a purr. Shopping 
tip: novelty knee socks. : | 


KEY TO MOON SIGNS 


This horoscope traces the passage of the moon, not the sun. Simply 
read from day to day to watch the moon’s influence as it moves 
through the signs of the zodiac. 

When the moon is in your sun sign, you are beginning a new 28- 
day emotional cycle, and you can expect increased insight and 
emotionality. When the moon moves into the sun sign opposite yours 
(see below), expect to have difficulties dealing with the opposite sex, 
family, or authority figures; social or romantic activities will not be at 
their best. 

When the moon is in Aries, it opposes Libra, and vice versa. Other 
oppositions are Taurus/Scorpio, Gemini/Sagittarius, Cancer/ 
Capricorn, Leo/Aquarius, and Virgo/Pisces. The moon stays in each 
sign approximately two and a half days. 

As the moon moves between signs, it will sometimes become “void 
of course,” making no major angles to planets. Consider this a null 
time and try to avoid making or implementing decisions if you can. 

For Symboline Dai’s sun-sign horoscopes and advice column, visit 
our Web site at www. bostonphoenix.com. 


eeeneed 


Symboline Dai can be reached at saily@moonsigns.net. 
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For THE LIFE OF ME 


| COULDN T FIGURE OUT WHY THIS 


GUY WAS DASHING THROUGH THE 


SNOW. HE JUST KEPT LAUGHING 


AND LAUGHING ALL THE WAY TO 
STARBUCKS WHERE | SAW HIM PICK 
UP SOME CHRISTMAS BLEND. 
OH, AND BY THE WAY, HE WAS 


ONLY WEARING A WREATH. 
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SHINEDOWN || Phoenix FLASHBACKS 


The Boston Phoenix has been covering 
the trends and events that shape our times 
since 1966. The following selections, 
culled from our back files, were compiled 
by Deirdre Fulton and Nicole McConvery. 


Wild on WTO 
years ago: 
December 10, 1999 

Jason Gay explained why everyone 
should have expected turmoil during 
1999’s infamous WTO talks. 

“Last week’s tumultuous World Trade 
Organization meetings in Seattle — which 
began last Tuesday, November 30, with 
protests and riots and ended in failure last 
Friday, when trade ministers were unable 
to set an agenda for future talks — hit 
America like a sucker punch, but the 
showdown (and the potential for trouble) 
had long been anticipated in left-leaning 
activist circles. For months labor leaders, 
environmentalists, and human-rights 
groups had been hyping the conference as 
an unprecedented opportunity to protest 
the pace of economic globalization and 
the politics of free trade. If you had a beef 
about anything from trade tariffs to netted 
sea turtles to Starbucks, Seattle was going 
to be the place to be. 

“So if you woke up Wednesday and 
flicked on the news and wondered what 
the hell was going on in Seattle, with all 
those hippies and anarchists and the 
cops in black Star Wars-type uniforms, 
you did have fair warning.” 


Dead but not buried 
1 years ago: 
December 9, 1994 

A post—Dead Kennedys Jello Biafra 
talked to Matt Ashare about the politics 
of rock and roll. 

“ ‘A witch-hunt has been decreed on 
anyone who doesn’t agree with Maxi- 
mum Rock and Roll about the wickedness 
of major labels,’ [Biafra says.] ‘But you 
can’t fight it by coming on like a bunch 
of grumpy nuns with rolling pins saying 
youre politically incorrect if you go near 
a major record label. Bands just say fuck 
you to that, especially when they know 
that the people making those rules have 
a more comfortable living situation. Our 
economy has become so bad that music 
has become to middle-class white people 
what basketball can be to Harlem kids.’ ” 


A negative experience 
1 years ago: 
December 8, 1989 

Sean Flynn told the story of Jim 
Flanagan, whose new HIV-positive status 
became grist for the office gossip mill. 

“Monday morning, he went to work, 
‘intent on not telling anyone else.’ It 





eg 


PROTESTS WERE A RIOT at the WTO 


. conference. 


wasn't anyone’s business, really. He kept 
his mouth shut. 

“On Tuesday, another board member, 
he says, came to his office, tears stream- 
ing down her cheeks, the words ‘I’m so 
sorry’ spilling out of her mouth. Some- 
one had told her. On Thursday, a staffer 
told Flanagan how sorry he was. Some- 
one had told him. 

“In the weeks that followed, he re- 
ceived more condolences, all from peo- 
ple he didn’t think should have known. 
Surely this couldn’t be good, all these 
people knowing his HIV status.” 


Smells like Bhagwan spirit 
2 years ago: 
December 11, 1984 

Susan Orlean had to clean up her 
act before she could enter the presence 
of Awakened One Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh, leader of an Oregon-based 
yuppie cult. 

“I go to the showers because I’m 
‘going up’ — Rajneeshi shorthand for 
attendance at Bhagwan’s nightly dis- 
course to a select crew of 30 or so san- 
nyasins. Due respect would require 
cleanliness next to Bhagliness, but this 
demands more: awakened though he 
may be, the spiritual leader of 400,000 
sannyasins around the world is also se- 
verely allergic. So anyone lucky 
enough to ‘go up’ — or even get any- 
where near Bhagwan — is asked to 
please cut the asthmatic Great Master 
some slack and leave the scented stuff 
at home. I’m happy to comply. Having 
traveled all the way from Boston to 
Oregon to examine the commune and 
its controversies, I don’t intend to get 


REALITY CHECK ty pavia sipress 


SPIRES 


“I’m not actually smiling — it’s the medication.” 








booted out of Bhagwan’s discourse by 
one of his official sniffers.” 


Scary old Saint Nick 
2 years ago: 
December 11, 1979 

Charlotte Renner psyched out the 
Christmas season for children. 

“Santa Claus is controversial these 
days. For one thing, as [child psychia- 
trist Peter] Goldfine confirms, he is likely 
to be frightening, especially to an 18- 
month-old; there is little point, then, in 
waiting in line at a toy store to stick 
your child in a stranger’s lap. Even if a 
child never actually sees a Santa, he’s 
likely to be afraid of anyone empowered 
to know all the secret bad things he 
does, and to act on that knowledge. At a 
time when most kids have trouble con- 
trolling themselves, it hardly seems fair 
to impose stricter-than-usual rules en- 
forceable by an enormous out-of-the- 
ordinary character.” 


Bombshell Bruce? 
3 years ago: 
December 10, 1974 

Lenny Bruce’s popularity pushed 
Janet Maslin to compare Bruceophilia to 
the adoration of another famous icon. 

“Lenny Bruce is this year’s equivalent 
of last year’s Marilyn Monroe, this sea- 
son’s offering for the show-biz necrophili- 
ac’s delectation, this week’s excuse for 
wringing a zing from the public’s heart- 
strings. Until we’ve all been Lennied to 
death, he will doubtless continue to serve 
as the most stylish of sacrificial lambs. 
Like Norma Jean, he can be presented as 
a superficially brassy but actually very 
sensitive artist, as someone whose talent 
and vulnerability were never really un- 
derstood until death clarified the picture, 
as someone painfully representative of his 
time precisely because he was so far 
ahead of it. Like Norma Jean, Lenny has 
also become the excuse for a surfeit of 
hot air belaboring the ostensibly big ques- 
tions: 1) why such interest in so-and-so? 
and 2) why now?” 


Beer and Breslin 
3 years ago: 
December 3, 1969 

Over a beer (or a few), Martin Oman- 
sky found himself face to face with his 
professional idol, the tough-talking (and 
drinking) journalist Jimmy Breslin. 

‘Jimmy Breslin writes like a guy who 
talks outtada side uv his mouth. But 
what he writes, and what he thinks and 
says, is straight and true. For those of us 
in journalism, in fact for anybody who 
every made a buck writing copy or hang- 
ing ’round a daily, Breslin is the stan- 
dard. Breslin is the One. What he says 
about New York, about the human con- 
dition generally, and about his scurveyed 
cast of characters, chortles familiar with 
those of us who grew up in the city. 
Breslin is real; as real as life. 

“He blew into town the other day, push- 
ing his book. ‘Mr. Breslin says for you to 
meet us in the Hampshire House Bar at 
5:30,’ the nice PR fellow from the publish- 
er said over the phone. Grins of expecta- 
tion formed all around. ‘Does anybody 
drink around here?’ the editor screamed. 
‘We need someone to cover Breslin.’ ” 


Where are they now? 

Jason Gay is a senior editor at GQ. 
Matt Ashare is music editor for the 
Boston Phoenix. Sean Flynn is the au- 
thor of Boston D.A.: The Battle To 
Transform the American Justice System 
(TV Books, 2000). Susan Orlean is a 
writer for the New Yorker and the au- 
thor of several books, including My 
Kind of Place: Travel Stories from a 
Woman Who’s Been Everywhere (Ran- 
dom House, 2004). Janet Maslin is a 
critic for the New York Times. 
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SAMSUNG 


The Used +» My Chemical Romance 
Killswitch Engage + Senses Fail 
Underoath and much more 


COME EARLY FOR TASTE Or CHAOS AFTERSCHOOL SPORTS 
FEATURING GAMING, AUTOGRAPH SIGNINGS, ACOUSTIC STAGE, DJ°S, AND MORE 


C10 to tasteofchaos.com for more details 
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LOWELL*MASSACHUSETTS 


Advance tickets for no service charge at the Tsongas Arena Box Office or purchase at 
Ticketmaster locations, online at ticketmaster.com or by calling Ticketmaster at (617) 931-2000. 
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OUT THERE 


The whole not-for-profit literary gig got you 
down? Don't bother pitching your manuscript. 


Pitch TV shows! 


Channeling 


profits ce, 


BY STEVE ALMOND 


FEW WEEKS ago, a writer 
A friend of mine (Tl call him 

John Updike) called to do what 
we writers do best: complain about 
his latest royalty statement. 

“T can’t understand a thing,” he told 
me. “It’s just this blizzard of numbers.” 
“Did it include a check?” I asked. 

“Tm not sure I’m getting you, Steve.” 

“You know — a check. If your book has 
earned enough to pay back your advance, they 
send you money. Royalties.” 

“Very funny,” he said, after a longish, literary 
pause. “You really are a joker, Almondini. Royalty 
checks! You almost had me there! I'll have to re- 
member that one!” 

You can sort of see where the conversation 
was headed. 

And it occurred to me, as I was yakking away 
with old Johnny U., trading bons mots and joie 
de vivre and so forth, that we were — in terms 
of financial and cultural relevance — pretty 
much entirely in the wrong racket. 

I realized right then that I was tired of the con- 
stant rejection, tired of bad reviews, tired of liv- 
ing from all-you-can-eat lunch buffet to lunch 
buffet, tired of having to explain to people that I 
wear the same clothes for weeks on end because, 
as an artist, the material world just isn’t that im- 
portant to me. 

So I did what any self-respecting artist would 
do: I bought a ticket to Los Angeles and began 
pitching television shows. 

To the superficial observer, this change in ca- 
reer direction will look a lot like “selling out.” In 
fact — until one of the following shows gets the 
green light from the money people — nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

*CSI: When Writers Perish: A group of intense- 
ly attractive forensic investigators uncovers a dif- 
ferent dead writer each week. They then use the 
latest technology to piece together whether the 
writer died of starvation, drug overdose, or 
shame, while also having hot sex in their state- 
of-the-art lab. 

¢Literary Tricks: Meet Layla and Jacqui, a cou- 
ple of gorgeous MFA students who write by day 

. and hook by night! Eager to “pay the bills” 
and “develop some decent material,” they an- 
swer a local help-wanted ad for live models and 
decide to give the world’s:oldest profession a 
whirl. But, uh oh! Turns out the director of their 
program just happens to be a regular john. Will 
Layla risk blowing her cover by blowing him? 
The only way to know is to tune in to the series 
that brings new meaning to the term “bang a 
draft into shape.” 

* Desperate Housewriters: A devastating por- 
trait of suburban literary malaise, this hour- 
long drama follows the travails of a quartet of 
young, attractive writers (don’t worry, we'll cast 
them) as they attempt to find meaning in their 
lives as housebound, economically dependent 
artists living in a world of plumbers and ad 
copywriters, while also having hot sex in their 
state-of-the-art cabanas. 

* Stith Undercover: FBI Agent Lilly Stith has a 
terrible secret: in her spare time, she’s a writer 
of gay erotica. Can her high-powered law- 
enforcement career survive the shame of this 
horrible double life? Follow Lilly as she tracks 
down mysterious serial killers and evil terrorists, 
while also attempting to find a respectable pub- 
lisher for her new novella, The Vulva Conundrum. 


SIPLESS 


¢ The Protégé: The inaugural entry into the 
burgeoning world of literary reality-TV program- 
ming, The Protégé gathers a dozen of today’s 
hottest young writers into a small, enclosed 
space and offers them the ultimate prize: a big 
fat book contract. But there’s a catch: they have 
to be handpicked by literary lion Norman Mailer! 
Watch as the young writers attempt to kiss Mail- 
er’s ass without actually leaving lip prints on his 
anus, and listen in each week as the boss tells a 
different contestant, “You're rejected!” 

¢Written . . . in Blood!: Someone is murdering 
all the obscure, unpublished writers of the 
greater Santa Barbara area. Special Agent Biff 
Hemingway — great-grandson of you-know- 
who — is determined to squelch the killing 
spree. How? By channeling the renowned 
crime-fighting instincts of his forebear! Call this 
thrill-a-minute drama For Whom the Siren Tolls! 

*Agent of Mercy: Literary agent Mercy Urban is 
considered the top gun in the biz. Follow her ex- 
ploits as each week she finds and seduces a new 
literary phenom, signs them to a financially ex- 
ploitative contract, pledges to remain true to 
their art, then drops them like a hot potato when 
a new literary phenom comes along! 

¢Fear Factor: When Writers Vomit: What you 
see is pretty much what you get. 

* House of Sand’and Schmaltz: Tom and Shane 
are a couple of writers barely making ends meet 
writing bad symbolist poetry. So imagine the 
hilarity that ensues when Shane’s brother and 
sister-in-law die in a horrific car crash and our 
inky duo takes custody of their adorable one- 
year-old triplets, Shannon, Shania, and Shemp. 
Laugh as you watch Shane struggle to change a 
diaper and make formula, and weep (just a little) 
as Tom attempts to bond with his new charges 
while also keeping baby poop off his manuscript. 

*Queer Eye for the Writer Guy: Carson and the 
gang are back to face their biggest challenge yet! 
Each week they'll find a new, allegedly heterosex- 
ual writer guy and attempt to overhaul his life by 
buying him new teak furniture and empowering 
hair products. The big test will come at the end of 
each episode, when the writer guy throws a fancy 
dinner party for his non-writer friends during 
which he is not allowed to discuss his unfinished 
novel or any of his recent rejection letters. 

°24 Hours (in the Life of a Writer): This inno- 
vative drama follows one aspiring writer, Stan 
Kaplansky, through a single day, minute by 
minute, in 24 tension-filled episodes. Stan is 
hard at work on his great American novel, a 
postmodern roman 4 clef called The Cheese Syllo- 
gism. Watch as Stan labors over his masterpiece 
for minutes at a time before drifting into a haze 
of enraged self-pity. Watch as he prepares ramen 
noodles for breakfast and waits for the mail to 
arrive. But the heart-stopping drama doesn’t stop 
there. An online interactive supplement will 
allow fans to copyedit Stan’s work! Bo 


Major studio representatives can contact 
Steve Almond at www.candyfreak.com. 
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Goodyear Leather Repairable 
* Upper Lining: Bay Apache 

¢ Lining: Full Lamb Shearling Lining 

* Insole: Removable Felt 

* Outsole: Vibram Lug 

Insulation: Polypropylene/Lamb Shearling 
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BY CECIL ADAMS 


I grew up in Dover, Pennsylvania, a suburb of York (of Pepper- 
mint Pattie, barbell, and air-conditioner fame). I learned in 
school that York was the first capital of the United States (ban- 
ners all over the city say so, too). My wife grew up in central 
Pennsylvania and never heard such a story. Has my hometown 
written itself a separate history for the sake of ego (and tourism), 
or does it have a credible claim? 





Josh Elicker 
Via e-mail 


It does, but let’s not exaggerate. York wasn’t the first capital; 
it was the fourth. And it wasn’t the capital of the United States 
of America, a usage that wasn’t formalized until 1781. Rather, 
it was capital of the “united states,” or, to be more accurate (if 
a lot less catchy), the generally cooperating former English 
colonies of the North Atlantic seaboard except for Canada. Fi- 
nally, York was never formally proclaimed the capital; it was 
capital merely by virtue of the fact that what passed for a na- 
tional government, the Continental Congress, met there from 
September 1777 to June 1778. Notwithstanding these quibbles, 
York can legitimately claim to have been one of “the nine capi- 
tals of the United States” — as it’s put in the title of a 1948 
book in which historian Robert Fortenbaugh charmingly tells 
the story of York and other erstwhile capitals. 

The nation’s first capital was Philadelphia, then the great me- 
tropolis of North America, with a population of more than 
40,000. In December 1776, however, in the face of advancing 
British forces, the Continental Congress hurriedly adjourned to 
" Baltimore (capital #2). The delegates were not enthusiastic 
about the muddy burg of 6000; one ungraciously described it 
as an “extravagant hole.” They were only too happy to return to 
Philly in March 1777, when the military situation stabilized. 

Matters deteriorated anew in September. With Philadelphia 
at the point of capture, Congress again bolted, this time head- 
ing for Lancaster, Pennsylvania (capital #3). There it met for 
exactly one day before deciding the Brits were still too close for 
comfort. The delegates forthwith repaired to York (capital #4), 
which was safely on the other side of the Susquehanna River. 

At the time, York was not one of your bustling urban centers, 
having just 1800 residents, 286 houses, and about a dozen tav- 
erns. Even though there was a war on, affairs of state there 
were conducted at a leisurely pace. As one of their first official 
acts, delegates resolved that “Congress shall meet precisely at 
ten o’Clock A.M.[,] sit to one, then adjourn to four, PM. [pre- 
sumably in the interest of Lunch]; then to meet and proceed on 
business.” A lot of us could get used to a schedule like that. 

Despite its diffident air, York was the scene of momentous 
events, among them the announcement of General Burgoyne’s 
surrender at Saratoga, which occasioned the proclamation of a 
national day of thanksgiving. On November 15, 1777, Congress 
approved the final draft of the Articles of Confederation, which 
was then sent to the states for ratification. On the strength of 
these developments, Benjamin Franklin concluded an alliance 
with France, which Congress enthusiastically endorsed on May 
4, 1778. In June, the British abandoned Philadelphia, to which 
Congress immediately returned; nonetheless, while in York, the 
fledgling nation had taken critical steps on the road to inde- 
pendence, and the town’s citizens could rightly boast they had 
been hosts to history. 

Philadelphia remained the seat of government until 1783, 
when Congress fled yet again, this time intimidated by unruly 
soldiers demanding back pay. The national government — and 
with it, the capital — drifted from Princeton (#5) to Annapolis 
(#6), to Trenton (#7), and finally to New York (#8). In 1787, 
fed-up delegates decided to pitch the Articles of Confederation 
in favor of a proper constitution, which among other things 
provided for a permanent capital. Although a plea was made 
on behalf of York, sectional considerations led to the building 
of a new city on the Potomac, with Philly again serving as 
capital until Washington, DC (#9), was declared open for 
business in 1800. A sleepy mud hole itself for many years, 
Washington is now ... well, I admit it’s become every bit as 
grand as Philadelphia — and you see where that’s gotten us. 
Surely parties on both sides of the aisle will sympathize with 
the thought: wouldn’t we be better off back in York? & 





job in the 
office. 


ae tees 


Comments, questions? Take it up with Cecil on the Straight 
Dope Message Board, www.straightdope.com, or write him at the j 
Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215. 


9LUG SIGNORINO 
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Looking for a gift the outdoor person in your life will really love? Look no further. REI and 
REI.com have all the gear and apparel they're wishing for. And whether you shop in-store or 
online, REI's friendly experts can help you find what you want. From belay devices to waypoint 


GPS receivers to a nice warm pair of wool socks, REI has your holiday gift list covered. 
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TALKING POLITICS 


As Finneran heads for the exit door, the race to succeed 
him may offer a preview of the Hub’s political future 


The New Bostonians 


BY ADAM REILLY 


tershed elections recently. A year ago, 
Boston city councilor Felix Arroyo’s strong 
showing in the at-large race prompted talk of a 


G REATER BOSTON HAS seen a bevy of wa- 


potent new alliance of progressives and voters of 


color. (Time will tell.) Back in March, Scott 
Brown’s victory in a special state Senate election 
served notice that the Massachusetts GOP was 
poised for rebirth. (It wasn’t.) And most recently, 
Andrea Cabral’s victory in this year’s Democratic 
primary for Suffolk County sheriff was touted as 
proof that the “New Boston” had finally arrived. 
(Maybe, maybe not; see “Winner’s Circle,” News 
and Features, September 24.) 


Now, with former House Speaker Tom Finner- 


an set to retire at the end of this year to lead the 
Massachusetts Biotechnology Council, another 
intensely symbolic election is looming (see 
“Finneran Bids Farewell,” This Just In, page 7). 
Finneran was a masterful Speaker who brought 
much-needed fiscal discipline to Beacon Hill. He 
was also an autocrat whose punitive leadership 
style frustrated many House members — and he 
leaves office amid a probe of his role in the 
House’s 2001 redistricting plan, which would 
have diluted minority voting strength in several 
Boston House districts and which was deemed 
illegal earlier this year (see “Back to the Draw- 
ing Board?”, News and Features, November 7, 
2003). Because the court overturned the 2001 
plan, Finneran’s district, the 12th Suffolk, now 





FRESH FACE: can Emmanuel Bellegarde, 
the candidate with the briefest residence 
in the district, reinvent himself as a 
creature of the 12th Suffolk? 


has a voting-age minority population of 69 per- 
cent rather than 61 percent, with black voters 
alone composing 60 percent of the district’s 
adults. The idea, here and in other districts 
reconfigured by the courts, is that candidates of 
color will now find it easier to win elections. 
When the legislature schedules the special 
election to replace Finneran, which it should do 
next month, this theory will be put to the test. 
Right now, the field of candidates seeking to 
represent the 12th Suffolk stands at four: it in- 
cludes Linda Dorcena Forry and Emmanuel Bel- 
legarde, both of whom are Haitian-American, as 
well as Stacey Monahan and Eric Donovan, who 
share Irish ancestry. It’s a safe bet that many lib- 
eral and minority activists will back either 
Dorcena Forry or Bellegarde; after all, if either 








NEW WAVE: as a Haitian-American woman married to an Irish- 
American man, Linda Dorcena Forry personifies modern 
Boston’s racial and ethnic convergence. 


wins, the lesson would seem clear — out with 
the Old Boston, in with the New — and the mo- 
mentum created by Arroyo’s and Cabral’s victo- 
ries would intensify. But the race to succeed 
Finneran already points to a troubling vague- 
ness in the concept of a “New Boston”: does the 
city need candidates who espouse certain ideas, 
or who have a certain skin color? And as things 
unfold in the coming weeks, a number of other 
questions — from the cohesiveness of the black 
political establishment to the continued political 
strength of Irish Dorchester — are sure to loom 
large as well. When the votes are counted, one 
lesson is likely to emerge no matter who wins: 
namely, that Boston politics are more complicat- 
ed than they seem. 


N PAPER, Linda Dorcena Forry looks like a 

formidable candidate. Consider her politi- 
cal connections: she already has the public 
support of State Representative Marie St. 
Fleur, a rising political star who is Massachu- 
setts’s first Haitian-American legislator and 
who grew up with Dorcena Forry in Dorch- 
ester’s Uphams Corner neighborhood. (Last 
week, during a fundraiser for Dorcena Forry at 
the McKeon AmVets post in Cedar Grove, St. 
Fleur told the crowd she’d known the candi- 
date “since she was in the womb”; the two are 
also related by marriage.) Charlotte Golar 
Richie, the head of Boston’s Department of 
Neighborhood Development and a former 
state representative from the Fifth Suffolk, is 
also backing Dorcena Forry — no surprise, 
since Dorcena Forry’s entire professional life 
has been spent under Golar Richie’s tutelage, 
first in the State House and then in City Hall. 
It’s also noteworthy that DeWayne Lehman, 
who handles media relations for the Depart- 
ment of Neighborhood Development, made an 
appearance at last week’s fundraiser. Whether 
this abundance of City Hall insiders means 
Mayor Tom Menino plans to help Dorcena 
Forry — and if so, how aggressively — re- 
mains to be seen. But either way, Dorcena 
Forry seems poised to benefit from her close 
ties to Boston’s political establishment. 

Her family connections may prove even more 
potent. While she hails from Boston’s sizable 
Haitian community, her husband, Bill Forry, is 
an Irish-American whose family has lived in 
Dorchester’s Lower Mills neighborhood for 
decades. Furthermore, the Forry clan operates 
something of a local newspaper empire: it pub- 
lishes the Dorchester Reporter, the Boston Irish 
Reporter, and the Boston Haitian Reporter, 
where Will Dorcena, Linda Dorcena Forry’s 
brother, once worked as publisher. Bill Forry, 
who edits the Dorchester Reporter, recently hired 
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an ombudsman to moni- 
tor coverage of the race. 
But even if the Reporter 
ends up treating Forry’s 
wife more critically than 
it does the other candi- 
dates, the fact will re- 
main that, as a Haitian- 
American woman mar- 
ried to an Irish-American 
man, Linda Dotcena 
Forry personifies modern 
Boston’s racial and eth- 
nic convergence. (A 
bonus: the Forrys’ one- 
year-old son, John 
Patrick, is a cute kid who 
plays to the crowd at 
campaign events.) This 
leads one observer of 
city politics to speculate 
that a Boston Globe en- 


——$$____—- dorsement of Dorcena 


Forry is inevitable. “Her 
candidacy has so many themes — it’s a New 
Generation/Opportunity for Great Change/Mes- 
sage to the Whole World/Woman/Multiethnic 
thing,” he says. “They’re salivating over there.” 

But too much emphasis on Dorcena Forry’s 
connections does her a disservice. Like her 
competitors, she is emphasizing safe, uncon- 
troversial issues in the early days of her cam- 
paign — education, health care, affordable 
housing. But her temperament sets her apart. 
Watch Dorcena Forry work a crowd, and it’s 
clear she has a knack for appearing engaged 
and delighted, whomever she’s speaking with 
and whatever the subject. In a race filled with 
relative political unknowns, this native politi- 
cal gift should be valuable indeed. 

Despite this multitude of advantages, how- 
ever, Dorcena Forry isn’t a sure thing. While 
she grew up in Dorchester, she’s lived in the 
12th Suffolk only since 2001, which could 
lead more-clannish types to view her as a car- 
petbagger. Also, despite her gregarious and 
engaging qualities, Dorcena Forry can be ten- 
tative at times: during a recent interview with 
the Phoenix, she frequently glanced at her 
campaign manager before answering ques- 
tions. Furthermore, Dorcena Forry’s concep- 
tion of her own political identity seems to be a 
work in progress. A Catholic, she supports 
abortion rights, while opposing both the death 
penalty and amending the Massachusetts con- 
stitution to ban gay marriage. But she seems 
reluctant to commit to a particular Democratic 
identity — initially calling herself a liberal and 
then saying she’s a moderate, before conclud- 
ing she’s a “traditional, everyday Boston De- 
mocrat” committed to helping the vulnerable. 
“I don’t like labels,” she explains. “And to tell 
you the truth, I don’t want someone to put a 





label on me.” Fair enough. But given the range 
of views Boston Democrats still hold, a bit 
more nuance might not be a bad thing. 


OTERS WHO want an aggressively liberal 

candidate will likely find Stacey Monahan 
the most attractive option. This seems counter- 
intuitive: after all, Monahan is the district di- 
rector for Congressman Stephen Lynch’s Boston 
office, and Lynch — one of those traditional 
Boston Democrats — opposes abortion rights 
and believes economic issues should trump cul- 
tural ones. But Monahan is quick to say she’s 
more liberal than her boss; in fact, she’s the 
only 12th Suffolk candidate who calls herself a 
progressive. Like Dorcena Forry, she opposes 
the death penalty and supports abortion rights; 
unlike Dorcena Forry, she calls herself “pro-gay- 
marriage.” (Dorcena Forry opts for a more cau- 
tious formulation, saying she “opposes putting 
discrimination into the constitution.”) 

The big problem with the “New Boston” con- 
cept has always been that it suggests the clash 
of political polar opposites. In the Suffolk 
County sheriff's race, for example, Steve Mur- 
phy’s experience on the Boston City Council 
and Cabral’s own missteps before the election 
largely fell by the wayside: instead, it became 
Murphy, a conservative white man, opposing 
Cabral, a liberal black woman. But the compe- 
tition between Monahan and Dorcena Forry, 
who both will be targeting the district’s female 
voters, makes things messier. Quick, who’s 
more appealing: the white woman who calls 
herself a progressive, or the black woman who 
doesn’t? It’s a question that Barbara Lee, 
whose extensive fundraising and volunteer 
contacts make her Boston’s pre-eminent female 
political power broker, will have to ponder as 
well. Monahan and Dorcena Forry both want 
the support of Lee — who was instrumental in 
Cabral’s victory — and plan to meet with her 
in January to make their respective cases. 

Monahan’s avowed progressivism isn’t her 
only asset. While not as well-connected politi- 
cally as Dorcena Forry, Monahan expects 
strong support from Lynch, who she says urged 
her to run. She’s also counting on the backing 
of one of Boston’s major unions, the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 
103, of which her father is a member. But of 
course, she also has her weaknesses. Like 
Dorcena Forry, she can be tentative. Unlike 
Dorcena Forry, she’s surprisingly soft-spoken. 
And in Dorchester terms, she’s something of a 
short-timer: though her father grew up in Cod- 
man Square, Monahan was born and raised in 
suburban Pembroke, and has lived in her cur- 
rent Adams Village neighborhood only since 
1996. Despite this handicap, Monahan was 
elected mayor of Dorchester (a symbolic post, 
but one that requires extensive schmoozing) in 
2000; she’s also a member of the Ashmont- 
Adams Neighborhood Association and Cedar 
Grove Civic Association. Still, will the white 
voters in her neighborhood, many of whose 
families have lived on the same street for gen- 
erations, want her representing them at the 
State House? And will black and liberal voters 
be put off by her decision to put down roots in 
the heart of conservative white Dorchester? 

If Monahan threatens to peel liberal and fe- 
male voters away from Dorcena Forry, Em- 
manuel Bellegarde, a Mattapan resident who’s 
currently an aide to State Senator Jack Hart 
(D-South Boston), will vie with Dorcena Forry 
for the African-American vote. Bellegarde, like 
Dorcena Forry, is Haitian-American. But com- 


DOING A 
SPLIT: with 
her progressive 
platform, 
Stacey 
Monahan 
threatens to 
peel liberal 
and female 
voters away 
from Dorcena 


Forry. 
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pared with Dorcena Forry, who was born in the 
old Boston City Hospital and grew up in Dorch- 
ester, Bellegarde has had an itinerant existence. 
Born in Haiti, he moved to Boston at age 10, 
and spent stints in Hyde Park, Brockton, and 
Miami before purchasing a home in Mattapan 
last year. By a wide margin, Bellegarde is the 
candidate who’s lived in the district for the 
briefest time — a point his competitors will 
surely make as the campaign develops. 

Of course, where you're from isn’t necessari- 
ly as important as the identity you adopt — 
something our current president has demon- 
strated all too well. And if George W. Bush, a 


president’s son, can reinvent himself as a plain- 


talking Texas everyman, Emmanuel Bellegarde 
can become a creature of the 12th District. His 
Haitian roots will help: Mattapan — and, in- 
creasingly, Milton — is the geographical and 
cultural heart of Boston’s Haitian community. 
So will his smoothness. Maybe it’s the time 
spent moving from place to place as a child, or 
maybe it’s his business background (he oper- 
ates his own real-estate company), but Belle- 
garde, the youngest candidate in the field, 
comports himself as though he’s the oldest. On 
Sunday — decked out in a blue suit, yellow 
tie, and crisp white shirt — the candidate 
worked the audience at a chamber-music con- 
test at All Souls Church, in Dorchester’s Ash- 
mont Hill neighborhood. In his interactions 
with the other audience members, most of 
whom were white and middle-aged, Bellegarde 
looked like a veteran pol. He spoke confidently 
but quietly, forcing listeners to incline toward 
him just a bit, and repeatedly coupled his com- 
ments with a solicitous touch on the arm. 
Bellegarde is hard to peg politically. When 
he speaks of the pathologies of the inner city 
— of constituents needing “help-outs, not 
handouts” — he sounds like a boilerplate 
black conservative. However, Bellegarde also 
says he supports abortion rights and gay mar- 
riage, although he admits arriving at the latter 
position recently and reluctantly. He has al- 
ready enlisted as his campaign manager 
Mukiya Baker-Gomez, the veteran black politi- 


COLOR BAR: “I hope race doesn’t become an issue,” says Eric Donovan. “Most of the 


people who live in this district don’t look like me. But I think I’m the most qualified.” 


cal operative whose assistance down the cam- 
paign’s homestretch helped propel Cabral to 
victory in September. And he has the backing 
of ordained minister and former City Council 
candidate Ego Ezedi, whom Bellegarde calls a 
mentor, and who could help cultivate support 
among Boston’s conservative black clergy. 


HAT LEAVES Eric Donovan, an attorney in 
the House Counsel’s office and the most 
conservative candidate of the bunch. Donovan 

terms himself an “urban Democrat,” but his 
positions — he supports civil unions but not 
gay marriage, backs the death penalty in cer- 
tain cases, and is, at best, a lukewarm sup- 
porter of abortion rights — are conservative in 
the Massachusetts Democratic spectrum. As a 
white Irish male with such views, Donovan is 
likely to be cast as the race’s designated bad 


guy, something he fully realizes. “I hope race 
doesn’t become an issue,” he says. “Andrea 
Cabral just had a tremendous victory, moving 
the city forward. I know Andrea Cabral’s posi- 
tion was that she was a competent person, she 
was qualified, she was a professional. Now, a 
plurality of the people in Suffolk County are 


white, and they voted for her. Most of the peo- 


ple who live in this district don’t look like me. 
But I think I’m the most qualified.” 

Could Donovan win? Campaigning in Adams 
Village, a few streets from where he grew up 
and a half-mile or so from his current home, 
the possibilities and limitations of his candida- 
cy are on full display. As he goes from door to 
door, Donovan is an unprepossessing figure, 
short and slight, with thinning blond hair. He’s 
not a great orator: in a heavy Boston accent, 
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Donovan tells voter after voter that he’s “just 








grindin’ away,” and repeatedly cites Tip 
O’Neill’s well-worn maxim about taking no 
one’s support for granted. But he also seems to 
be on a first-name basis with most of the voters 
he meets: this one is an old hockey coach, this 
one went to school with his mother, this one’s 
an old college roommate. The Old Boston, it 
seems, still exists within the New. As Donovan 
walks away, he wears a slight smile on his face. 
“I don’t mean to sound corny,” he says, “but 
these are my people. I like my chances.” 

As well he should. Imagine this scenario: 
Dorcena Forry starts out as the front-runner. 
But Monahan gets Barbara Lee’s endorsement, 
then proceeds to pull in a chunk of the liberal 
vote and the women’s vote. Bellegarde, mean- 
while, uses his roots in the Haitian community 
to attract a surprisingly large number of regis- 
tered Haitian voters. Dorcena Forry finishes 
with 33 percent of the vote, Monahan with 20, 
Bellegarde with 10. And Donovan? Owning his 
base of conservative Irish voters — who always 
turn out in high numbers, even for special elec 
tions — he ekes out a win with 35 percent. 

The scenario is plausible enough that State 
Representative Byron Rushing, one of Boston’s 
veteran African-American politicians, thinks 
Dorcena Forry or Bellegarde should drop out. “In 
a district like this, that’s had such a long tradi- 
tion of black people not being involved on this 
level of politics, I wouldn't take any chances,” 
Rushing says. “The most important thing is to 
have a black person win, and I think they have a 
responsibility — both of them — to work this 
out.” But with Dorcena Forry passing out 10,000 
palm cards on Election Day, and Bellegarde in- 
sisting on discussing his candidacy in non-hypo- 
thetical terms (he won’t answer questions begin- 
ning with “If you win ...” until they’re rephrased 
as “When you win”), this seems highly unlikely. 
Which, when you get right down to it, isn’t a bad 
thing. With its neatly contrasting candidates and 
facile storyline, Cabral versus Murphy was an 
anomaly. This is the New Boston. a 


Adam Reilly can be reached at 
areilly@phx.com. 
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FREEDOM WATCH 


Will the Church settle the sexual-abuse cases this time around? 


Fleecing the shepherd 


BY HARVEY A. SILVERGLATE 


O GOOD DEED goes unpun- 
ished,” the old adage tells 


us. It’s a bitter lesson for the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Boston and the Dioceses of 
Worcester and Springfield, which 
are facing yet another tidal wave 
of child-sex-abuse claims — barely 
a year after the Church avoided a 
nasty court battle by agreeing to 
settle a previous round of claims 
for a costly sum. This time, how- 
ever, it has greater reason to de- 
fend itself in court. And if the 
Church does choose to fight, it will 
have two crucial advantages — 
one that is new, and another that 
it chose not to exploit the first 
time around. 

The current litigation comes on 
the heels of the precedent-shatter- 
ing 2003 settlement, in which the 
Boston archdiocese paid $85 mil- 
lion to resolve 541 civil cases al- 
leging that priests sexually abused 
children and other parishioners. In 
Springfield, the diocese paid $7.5 
million to settle 45 similar com- 
plaints; the Worcester diocese, re- 
portedly with more reluctance, 
settled a few claims as well. The 
affected Church entities did not 
enter the sex-abuse litigation in 
terrific financial shape — the 
Boston archdiocese, in particular, 
had been running a substantial 
deficit for years — and while most 
of the 2003 settlements have been 
or likely will be covered by insur- 
ance, the disastrous financial fall- 
out from the scandal continues. In 
particular, the Church is receiving 
fewer contributions from parish- 
ioners and donors, who are largely 
disgusted with both the abusive 
priests’ conduct and a Church hi- 
erarchy that, instead of disciplining way- 
ward priests, frequently transferred them to 
other parishes, where they could continue to 
prey on children. A year later, a financially 
crippled local Church is entering a new 
round of claims much better able to defend 
itself, making another all-encompassing 
massive settlement less likely. 

First, there is considerable doubt about 
the veracity of many of the new claims, 
quite a few of which were made after it be- 
came apparent that the Church was willing 
to settle sex-abuse cases for big bucks. In- 
deed, in Boston and Springfield, 
the Church agreed to blanket set- 
tlements, meaning that it conced- 
ed liability across the board with- 
out regard to whether a claim 
seemed genuine or questionable. 
The cases were settled en masse, 
with each assigned a dollar figure 
based on the egregiousness of the 
misconduct alleged and the 
amount of harm demonstrated (or 
at least claimed) by each plaintiff-victim. 
But the cases in this new round are likely to 
receive more scrutiny. Indeed, some knowl- 
edgeable observers and participants suspect 
that public outrage has settled down 
sufficiently to allow the Church to sift the 
meritorious cases from those that are likely 
false or highly exaggerated. 

The timing and nature of the new cases, 
not to mention the reported rhetoric of some 
of the plaintiffs’ lawyers, should raise a few 
eyebrows. In September, Boston Globe re- 





_ The timing and nature of the 
new cases, not to mention the 
reported rhetoric of some of 
the plaintiffs’ lawyers, should 
raise a few eyebrows. 


porter Kevin Cullen quoted Carmen L. 
Durso, who represented a large number of 
plaintiffs in last year’s mass settlement and 
who has since submitted new claims to the 
Church, explaining why another crop of 
plaintiffs has suddenly arisen — not only 
decades after the alleged abuse, but several 
years after the first round of cases was filed, 
and scarcely a year after they were settled 
for big money. “These are largely timid souls 
who said they didn’t know what they could 
go through,” Durso reportedly told Cullen. 
“They felt it was safe to come forward now 





that they’d be treated okay.” One wonders 
whether “okay treatment” refers to a gentler 
approach to victims since Archbishop Sean 
O’Malley replaced Bernard Cardinal Law as 
head of the Boston archdiocese — or to the 
perceived ease of wringing a settlement 
from a battered, publicity-shy, and scandal- 
averse Church leadership. 

Another lawyer prominent in the first 
round of cases, Mitchell Garabedian, told 
Cullen that he represents 41 new plaintiffs 
against the Church. His explanation for why 
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his clients have come forward only in the 
wake of last year’s lucrative settlement was 
that they had feared the “stigma” associated 
with claiming abuse and the “emotional 
strain” of seeking redress. “These are the re- 
sults of the wholesale molestation of chil- 
dren over a period of 50 years or more,” he 
told Cullen. “It would be naive to think that 
this would culminate in five or six years.” 
Others, of course, might think it naive to be- 
lieve all the new claims in light of this histo- 
ry. Especially controversial are the claims 
based on the phenomenon of “recovered 
memory,” in which repressed memories are 
“recovered” via hypnosis or other therapeu- 
tic techniques. Many experts regard this as a 
largely bogus and unscientific practice, in 
which false memories result from suggestion 
or even convenience. 

Still, the claims continue to proliferate. 
John J. Stobierski of Greenfield, an attorney 
for 45 plaintiffs whose cases against the Dio- 
cese of Springfield were settled in the first 
round, has an additional crop of claimants — 
people who, he told the Globe, were either 
fearful or too skeptical to proceed earlier. “I 
think they needed to see the diocese was seri- 
ous about settling before they would come 
forward,” Stobierski is quoted as saying. Such 
an explanation is bound to raise questions 
among the more skeptical of the Church’s 
officials and lawyers. Why should the 
Church’s willingness to settle the earlier cases 
suddenly eliminate the fear and timidity of 
someone who did not bring a claim until he 
saw the money flow to other plaintiffs? 


HAD VERRILL 
e UT THOSE looking 
for a repeat of the 
2003 settlement may be 
facing serious obstacles. 
In the first round of litiga- 
tion, the Church momen- 
tarily raised but declined 
to press what legal ob- 
servers have long consid- 
ered its ace in the 
hole: the “charitable limi- 
tation on liability,” a legal 
doctrine that could well 
protect the Church from 
having to pay more than 
$20,000 to any one of the 
plaintiffs. It’s a potent de- 
fense that could be in- 
voked in any case claim- 
ing the Church acted neg- 
ligently in failing to prop- 
erly supervise and assign 
parish priests, which is 
precisely the major legal 
claim being made against 
the institutional church. 
(After all, the Church did 
not commit the acts of 
abuse, but instead failed 
in its duty to assign 
priests in a manner that 
would protect children.) 
The Church declined to 
pursue the defense earlier 
for fear of compounding 
the public-relations dam- 
age inflicted by revela- 
tions about pedophile 
priests and the Church 
officials — particularly 
then-Boston archbishop 
Bernard Cardinal Law — 
who failed to stop them. 
In the first round of cases, 
the Church ultimately set- 
tled on average for far 
more than $20,000 each. 

The charitable-limitation 
defense, which exists 
today in only eight other states, is a long- 
standing legal doctrine in Massachusetts. In 
the 19th century, Bay State courts began 
granting full charitable immunity to philan- 
thropic nonprofits such as churches and pub- 
lic hospitals. This immunity protected them 
from court judgments arising out of claims 
that the organizations or their authorized 
agents acted negligently and thereby 
inflicted harm upon an individual claimant. 
The theory behind such immunity was that 
allowing unlimited money-damage claims 
for negligence against such organizations 
would severely impair, if not cripple, their 
ability to carry out their charitable missions. 
Further, it recognized the donors’ right to 
see their contributions go to fund the chari- 
table enterprise, not damage claimants. 

In 1969, however, the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court took note of long- 
standing complaints that the doctrine was 
archaic and unjust for victims of such organ- 
izations’ negligent and sometimes outra- 
geous conduct. It upheld the immunity in 
that case — against Carney Hospital — but 
gave notice that the next time it would abol- 
ish what it deemed an outmoded doctrine. 
In response, the legislature, still protective 
of the Commonwealth’s large and vibrant 
(not to mention powerful and influential) 
charitable sector, enacted a 1971 statute 
that modified the charitable-immunity de- 
fense to limit any such association’s liability 
for a negligent-conduct claim to $20,000. 
The legislature thereby hoped to avert the 
SJC’s threat to abolish all protection for 
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nonprofits. This limitation was upheld by 
the SJC in a 1989 case. Importantly, the 
doctrine applies only to activity that is “car- 
ried on to accomplish directly the charitable 
purposes” of the organization. 

In the event the Church does press the 
charitable-limitation defense, it would have 
to argue that assigning abusive priests to 
parishes where they had access to children 
was performed — even if negligently — 
within the context of the Church’s religious 
and charitable mission. Such a finding by 
the courts would protect the institutional 
Church’s coffers from liability in excess of 
$20,000 per plaintiff. While it remains un- 
certain how this question will be resolved if 
and when the issue makes its way to the 
state’s highest court, the Church’s position 
does seem considerably stronger than that 
of the claimants. And this time, the Church 
has more reason to press this seemingly 
strong defense right to the bitter end. 

First is the Church’s dire financial predica- 
ment, which is now well-documented. Cut- 
backs are the order of the day. Most disrup- 
tive, of course, are the large number of 
parish closings, and the veritable civil dis- 
obedience that has resulted as parishioners 
have staged sit-ins, refusing to leave church- 
es ordered closed by the Boston archdio- 
cese. Archbishop O’Malley had ordered that 
83 of the region’s 357 parish churches be 
closed. In the wake of parishioner revolts at 
eight churches, however, the archbishop has 
backed down — at least temporarily — by 
giving six of the condemned churches an ex- 
tension. 

The Church has had to face another revolt 
from its regular donors, who have com- 
plained bitterly about funds going toward 
settlements rather than to the Church’s mis- 
sion. (As a US District Court judge wrote in 
a 2000 case involving a lawsuit against a 
hospital, “Charitable immunity was based 
on the reasoning that it is improper to di- 
vert funds for tort judgments that were do- 
nated for charitable purposes.”) Recogniz- 
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ing this problem, the Church has been 
claiming that ordinary contributions will not 
be used to fund abuse settlements. But, of 
course, if the Church’s assets are viewed in 
their totality, any money not coming from 
insurance coverage would have to come 
from one or another Church account. 


HE CHURCH’S newly invigorated de- 

fense was evident a month after the 
Cullen interview, when the Globe’s David 
Abel reported that attorney Durso had re- 
jected a $3000 settlement offer made by 
the Diocese of Worcester to one of his 
clients, who had come forward with allega- 
tions of a 1970 molestation. “These offers 
are unreasonable, insulting, and un-Christ- 





“You do more for victims of egregious 
claims than those without as much merit.” 
In other words, some of the new claims 
simply do not appear to be entirely true. 

In addition to the charitable-limitation 
doctrine, the Church has a possible defense 
under the US Constitution’s First Amend- 
ment. In NAACP v. Claiborne Hardware 


Company, a landmark 1982 case against the 


National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, the Supreme Court ruled 
that a non-commercial organization per- 
forming certain First Amendment-protected 
activities cannot be hit with a money judg- 
ment solely on the basis of wayward mem- 
bers’ and even officials’ unlawful activities, 
unless the organization as a whole can be 


A betting person would not put much money 
on the dioceses’ meekly forking out more 
gobs of money that would force them to close 
still more parishes. 


ian,” said Durso. The Church this time gave 
a public explanation for the low offer — a 
bold public move that the Church’s usually 
tight-lipped leaders and lawyers would not 
have made during the earlier round of liti- 
gation. Diocese chancellor Thomas Sullivan 
told Abel the offer was so low because the 
Church is asserting — and presumably will 
not this time waive — the $20,000 charitable- 
limitation defense. Sullivan had some re- 
cent support for the diocese’s newly tough 
position. This past August, a Superior Court 
judge ruled that the charitable limitation 
did indeed apply in a case where a priest, 
the Reverend Robert E. Kelley of the 
Worcester diocese, allegedly molested a fe- 
male parishioner numerous times when she 
was between the ages of eight and 14. Fur- 
thermore, Sullivan told Abel, “Some of the 
cases have very weak merits.” He added: 
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said to have adopted and encouraged those 
activities. (The case dealt with the NAACP’s 
organization of a merchant boycott, which 
was covered by the First Amendment’s 
guarantees of freedom of speech and free- 
dom of association.) The court declared 
that an entire such organization may not be 
held liable, and thereby destroyed, on the 
basis of wayward and disapproved actions 
of deviants within its ranks, and that such 
deviants do not, unless they are acting with 
the express knowledge and approval of the 
organization, define the organization. “A 
court must be wary of a claim,” wrote Jus- 
tice John Paul Stevens on behalf of the 
court, “that the true color of a forest is bet- 
ter revealed by reptiles hidden in the weeds 
than by the foliage of countless freestand- 
ing trees.” As an organization covered by 
another clause of the First Amendment — 
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namely, that which protects the “free exer- 
cise” of religion — the Church could invoke 
this precedent. To succeed, it would need to 
demonstrate that the abuse committed by 
priests was not Church policy and was not 
approved at the highest levels — a con 
tention the plaintiffs would no doubt dis 
pute. But even the worst cynic would be 
hard-pressed to say that child sex abuse 
was actual Church policy, even if the 
Church appears to have turned a blind eye 
to what was becoming obvious with the 
accumulation of reports, incidents, and 
complaints. 

A close reading of Claiborne Hardware 
Company indicates that the decision could 
go either way, depending on how the facts 
unfold. However, the plaintiffs clearly will 
face an uphill battle, since it will be very 
difficult to convince even the most hostile 
court that the Catholic Church is now more 
accurately characterized by its “reptiles” — 
the abusive priests — than by the “countless 
freestanding trees,” representing the many 
parishes and parishioners whose spiritual 
lives largely depend on the viability of the 
Church’s finances. This constitutional de- 
fense, like the charitable-limitation doc- 
trine, was available to the Church during 
the first round of cases, but the Church 
chose to settle rather than to fight. 

Given all this, a betting person would not 
put much money on the dioceses’ meekly 
forking out more gobs of money that would 
force them to close still more parishes. The 
institutional Church likely will take full ad- 
vantage of legal doctrines that seek to pro- 
tect the flock against the ravages of damage 
claims arising from the sometimes real — 
but sometimes fictitious — betrayals by 
some clergy. This second batch of plaintiffs 
would be well advised not to spend the 
money until the check clears. Bs 


Harvey A. Silverglate can be reached at 
has@harveysilverglate.com. Dan Poulson 
assisted with the research for this piece. 
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For low-income workers, the Massachusetts minimum wage just doesn’t add up 


Bucking for a raise 


BY DEIRDRE FULTON 


a college education, or a female (especial- 

ly a single mother), minority, or immi- 
grant worker, there is a good chance you are 
getting screwed by the economy. 

That’s because the state’s minimum wage 
— which you’re more likely to make if you 
fall into any of the above categories — has 
languished at $6.75 per hour for three years. 
And, according the national consumer-price 
index, inflation has made it worth 50 cents 
less now than in 2001. 

Minimum-wage workers are finding them- 
selves able to buy less and less, as basic 
costs rise but their paychecks stay the same. 
The longer the wage stays stagnant, the 
wider the gap grows between what people 
need and what they can afford. In fact, ac- 
cording to a new report by independent re- 
search group the Massachusetts Budget and 
Policy Center, unless the state legislature 
votes soon to raise the minimum wage, by 
2007 its real value — that is, its dollar figure 
adjusted for inflation — will drop to its low- 
est levels in decades. 

Activists, economists, and legislators alike 
agree that a minimum-wage hike is overdue. 
Two-phase legislation raised the wage by 75 
cents in 1999, and again in 2001, bringing it 
to today’s $6.75. However, that legislation 
failed to address the problem of inflation, 
meaning that the minimum wage hasn’t kept 
up with the skyrocketing cost of everything 
from milk to rent to day care. 

“When people are ... working in many 
cases well over 40 hours a week, and still 
not able to make ends meet — something’s 
wrong with that formula,” says State Sena- 
tor Marc Pacheco, who co-sponsored a bill 
filed December 1 that would raise the mini- 
mum wage. 


: F YOU ARE a college-age worker without 


SINGLE person earning $6.75 per hour 

and working full-time (40 hours a week 
for 50 weeks) would earn a total of $13,500 
per year, putting her well above the US Cen- 
sus Bureau’s official federal poverty level of 
$9573. But, as anyone living in Greater 
Boston (or anywhere else in Massachusetts, 
for that matter) knows, yearly minimum- 
wage earnings are wildly inadequate for 
even the most basic necessities. Despite the 
perception that we currently live in a 
renter’s market, housing remains unafford- 
able for many when rent alone can eat up 
more than a third of their income. The fed- 
eral poverty standard is based on a formula 
that fails to factor in the rising cost of trans- 
portation, child care, health insurance, and 
countless other essentials. And, since it’s a 
national standard, there’s no accounting for 
regional differences. 

That’s why, in 1998, the Massachusetts- 
based Women’s Educational and Industrial 
Union developed the Massachusetts Family 
Economic Self-Sufficiency Standard (Mass- 
FESS), which factors in those real-life ex- 
penses. To meet that standard, a single per- 
son living in Boston would need $21,362, a 
single parent with one school-age child 
would need $36,480, and a family with two 
working parents and two children would 
need $47,018. So, one full-time minimum- 
wage job would account for about 38 per- 
cent of what a single parent needs to survive 
in Boston. 

And the situation is only going to get 
worse, says Jeff McLynch, a Massachusetts 
Budget and Policy Center analyst. “As you 
go forward in time, [the minimum wage] 
loses more and more value,” he says. For 
this reason, the MBPC advocates raising the 


wage, and its report suggests three ways to 
do so here in Massachusetts. Looking at 
these options offers a glimpse of how inade- 
quate the wage really is. 

¢ The first option would simply make 
up the wage value lost to inflation since 
2001. The minimum wage would go up 
to $7.65 per hour by 2007 — in other 
words, McLynch explains, “it gets us back 

to where we would have been,” had the 
1999 legislation provided for rising 
costs. 

¢ The second option — and the one that 
Arlington representative James Marzilli has 
proposed in a bill to be considered in the 
legislature’s upcoming session — would 
replicate the 1999 increase of a $1.50 two- 
phase raise, resulting in a wage of $8.25 per 
hour in 2007. 

* The third option — the least realistic 
politically, but the most transformative eco- 
nomically — would take the state’s wage to 
its 1968-level peak, when the hourly wage 
was $1.60 — the 2003 equivalent of $8.46 
per hour. 

All these options would include a provi- 
sion to “index” the wage to inflation, requir- 
ing the state to adjust the wage each year 
according to inflation rates reported by the 
national consumer-price index. Such a con- 
dition was originally part of the 1999 legis- 
lation, but “there’s been enough opposition 
over the years that to compromise to get it 
passed, the indexing has come out,” 
Pacheco explains. 
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HAT OPPOSITION comes mainly from 
business owners, who claim that if they 
have to pay higher wages, they won't be able 

to hire as many workers. But Harvard eco- 
nomics professor Lawrence Katz says that ar- 
gument has been largely disproved. 

“Obviously, anything that raises the cost of 
hiring for employers could reduce their likeli- 
hood of hiring [workers],” he admits. 
“There’s a tradeoff, potentially, between. try- 
ing to provide more income in the form of a 
higher wage ... to workers who are strug- 
gling to support their families, and potential- 
ly discouraging employers.” But, he contin- 
ues, “What we know, both from changes in 
the federal minimum wage and from state 
changes in the minimum wage, is that for the 
most part in the United States, at the type of 
level we’re looking at [for] the minimum 
wage today, the impacts on employment are 
pretty minimal.” 


| | ‘When people are ... working 
in many cases well over 40 hours a 
week, and still not able to make 
ends meet — something’s wrong 
with that formula,’ says State 
Senator Marc Pacheco 


Others argue that increases in the mini- 
mum wage would do more to help teenage or 
college-age workers from middle-class fami- 
lies than to help low-income families. Accord- 
ing to Katz, however, “the typical minimum- 
wage worker is a single mom, struggling to 
keep the family going, or a couple of parents 
in a low-wage family.” 

Indeed, more than 60 percent of the work- 
ers who would be affected by a higher mini- 
mum wage are women, according to the 
MBPC. Many who come to the Women’s In- 
dustrial Union are in fact college-age or 
slightly older (in their 20s and early 30s), 
says Sheelah Feinberg, director of advocacy 
and MassFESS at the union. But most of 
these women have only a high-school diplo- 
ma or GED equivalent, and many don’t 
speak English. 

“Women, particularly single mothers, that 
are hard hit have a lot of reasons for why 
they don’t make ends meet,” Feinberg says. 
“It’s not for lack of trying. It’s from a lack of 
training and from a lack of jobs available to 
them. For women, sometimes the greatest 
barrier is self-esteem: ‘I’m worthy of going 
out and trying to get a better job. I don’t 
want my child to see me by example not 
doing well. I don’t want that to happen, so 
I’m going to go get the education and train- 
ing programs, I’m going to navigate the sys- 
tem, and I’m going to get better for my fami- 
ly and myself.’ ” 

Real Cuts—Real People—Real Pain: The Ef- 
fects of the Fiscal Crisis on Women and Girls 
in Massachusetts,.a new MBPC report re- 
leased this week, drives. home how severely 
budget cuts have affected women in the 
state. It’s all part of the same damaging web, 
says Kathleen Casavant, chair of the Massa- 
chusetts Commission on the Status of ..# 
Women, the independent state ageneythat 
co-produced the report. ” at 

“Why is this like this?” she asks. “Because 
the current minimum wage has not mfiet the 
standard of need for women,” which leaves 
them needing more government assistance. 
And when that government assistance — 
child-care grants, adult-basic-education 
funds, Medicaid support — 
isn’t available, it’s even 
more difficult to break out 
of the cycle. 

Many workers are forced 
to work more than one job 
to make up the difference. 
And since 60 percent of the 
workers are women, and 
more than one-third are the 
sole wage-earners for their 
families, it’s safe to assume 
there are quite a few single 
parents out there who are 
forced to choose between 
spending time with their children and earn- 
ing enough money to bring them to the doc- 
tor. Or who don’t have the time to go out 
and get education and training that will help 
them get better jobs. Or who have trouble 
navigating the state’s confusing work-sup- 
port system. 

“If you think about a single mother, or you 
think about a two-parent family with two 
kids, that are making minimum wage — how 
do they even begin to think about paying for 
their kids to go to college?” Casavant asks. 
“Can they stay home and help their kids in 
school so they can go to college?” 





NE OF THE most significant benefits of 

moderately raising the minimum wage 
in Massachusetts (by implementing the 
MBPC’s suggested two-phase $1.50 in- 
crease, for example) would be what Katz 


See WAGE, page 22 
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“a, By 
WAGE, from page 20 
calls the “spillover effect,” or the impact 
such an increase would have on other low- 
income workers. Chris Tilly, economics pro- 
fessor at the University of Massachusetts 
Lowell, describes the minimum wage as a 
floor — and says raising that floor forces 
employers to raise other low wages in 
order to maintain the incentive-building 
“wage gap.” 

So even those workers who aren’t earning 
the bare minimum would stand to gain from 
a $1-to-$2 increase. McLynch estimates that 
workers up through the 20th percentile of 
wage-earners — those who earn wages into 
the $9 range — would see an increase in 
their paychecks. And more money in peo- 
ple’s pockets is good for the economy, says 


~ — ER ° 


but acknowledges there might be some reti- 
cence when it comes to prioritizing a wage- 
hike bill. 

“The public loves the minimum wage, but 
most people don’t benefit directly from it,” 
Grubman says. “They love it because they 





think it’s right. It’s like a feel-good thing. But 


that doesn’t mean they’ll necessarily go as 
far to make it happen.” 

But, supporters say, it’s the least they can 
do to make sure those who are most affected 
by the minimum wage get a fair shot. “In 
1912, Massachusetts was the first state to 
pass minimum wage, and it was to prevent 
exploitation of [female workers],” Casavant 
says. “And if you think about it, it’s 2004, 
and we haven't accomplished that yet. And 
we're still talking about a minimum wage af- 


fecting women more than men, and I think 


Harris Grubman, director of Neighbor to 
it’s pretty outrageous.” = 


Neighbor Massachusetts, a grassroots policy 
organization. He calls raising the minimum 
wage “as good a. way to strengthen the local 
retail economy as you can come up with,” 


Mother's 


Deirdre Fulton can be reached at 
dfulton@phx.com. 
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WENDOLYN OLIVERA has already told her three young children that Santa Claus is going 
to be a little poor this year. 

The 28-year-old single mother, who lives in public housing in Worcester and works 30 
hours a week at a Honey Farms mini-market, earns $9 an hour. She uses that $270 a week 
to pay for food, rent (in government-subsidized housing, she’s required to pay 32 percent of 
her income), health-care bills, and child care — leaving little extra money, even for Christ- 
mas presents to give to her nine-, seven-, and five-year-old children. 

Olivera, a high-school graduate who has also taken a professional hospitality course, earns 
more than two dollars per hour above the state's minimum wage — she started at $6.25, and 
has moved up to earning $9. Still, she struggles. 

“| have to make a choice, what | have to pay for — the baby sitter, the food, or the bills” 
she says over the phone one afternoon after work. Often, she puts “the priority on the baby 
sitter. Because if | don’t pay the baby sitter, | have no income.” 

When the children get out of school as early as 1:30 p.m., and their mother works long 
hours just to make ends meet, it presents more problems than just the financial ones, adds 
Luz Ramirez, a friend of Olivera’s who held a low-wage job before she started working in the 
Worcester office of Massachusetts Neighbor to Neighbor. The sad irony is that many parents 
work long hours and multiple jobs to provide for their children, only to find that “they have 
no quality time to spend with their families,” Ramirez says. “They can’t have the special mo- 
ments that you need to have a healthy family.” 

This is one of the hardest parts for Olivera, who says she regrets not being able to do 
things with her children, such as taking them to the movies or to go skating. Similarly, 
Ramirez says she regrets having been unable to spend more time with her youngest daughter, 
a 17-year-old during whose childhood Ramirez was working almost all the time. 

“Sometimes | feel like | wasn’t there for her as much as | was there for the others, be- 
cause | was working so much,” she says. Now, her daughter sometimes resists her authority 
with barbs like, “What do you know?” and “You don’t know me.” 

And that’s only one of the ways in which hundreds of thousands of women in Massachu- . 
setts, whose situations are just like Ramirez's and Olivera’s, are affected by any increase in 
the state’s minimum wage — even as their chitdren are affected in turn. 

“| would like to see more help for the single mother, because I'm pretty sure they've got a 
lot of mothers in the same conditions, like me,” Olivera says. “I'd like to see more support 
for the child care, something more stable for the rent, because the prices are always getting 
higher. | would like to see better-paid jobs. 

“| would like to go one day to my bank,” she says of the future, “without thinking if we're 
going to have enough this week.” 
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A BRIEF ENCOUNTER 








Only in Rhode Island could a chance conversation reveal a closely guarded confidential source 


The trials of Jim Taricant 


RICHARD McCAFFREY 


BY IAN DONNIS 

OULD THERE EVER be such a thing as 

a “chance encounter” when it comes to 

a high-stakes case in Rhode Island? 
With a possible six-month prison sentence for 
criminal contempt hanging over his head, 
Jim Taricani, the embattled investigative re- 
porter for a Providence television station, 
turned this question over in his mind in the 
week before his December 9 sentencing in 
US District Court. 

Taricani (an occasional contributor to the 
Providence Phoenix) had been under the gun 
for some time, steadily refusing to identify the 
source of a leaked videotape he broadcast in 
February 2001 that showed Frank Corrente, a 
top aide to former Providence mayor Vincent 
A. “Buddy” Cianci Jr., taking a $1000 bribe 
from a government informant at City Hall. 
Cianci, who left office in disgrace after terror- 
izing a suspected paramour of his estranged 
wife in 1983, had returned eight years later, 
buffing an image as a lovable rogue and pre- 
siding over the nationally hyped Providence 
renaissance. Although Cianci had long been 
suspected _gfcorruption, the videotape pre- 
sentedethe first graphic depiction of graft 
within city. Fieht — Plunder Dome, in 
the paslante of the FBI — and it led to the 

ial mayor’s 2002 conviction on a single 
count of racketeering conspiracy. Sentenced to 
64 months, he remains incarcerated at a fed- 
eral prison in Fort Dix, New Jersey. 

Yet the videotape’s release violated a court 
order against the dissemination of such evi- 
dence, and US District Court chief judge 
Ernest C. Torres steadily ratcheted up the pres- 
sure on Taricani, 55, one of a number of re- 
porters facing sanction nationwide for not re- 
vealin#their sources. When the imposition of 
$85,000 in fines (repaid by Taricani’s employ- 
er, NBC-owned-and-operated WJAR-TV) failed 
to have the desired effect, the judge moved to 
try the reporter for criminal contempt. So 
there was Taricani, a news veteran familiar 
with the frequent juxtaposition of local poli- 
tics and criminality, having a cup of coffee at 
the Au Bon Pain near Providence’s federal 
courthouse on the morning of his November 
18 trial, when in walks W. Dennis Aiken, the 
FBI agent who led the effort to nail Cianci. 

Taricani, who has known Aiken for more 
than 20 years and considers him a friend, says 
the agent “puts his arm around my shoulder, 
shakes my hand, and says, ‘Good luck today.’ ” 
The two men proceeded to talk, Taricani says, 
about special prosecutor Marc DeSisto’s at- 
tempt to identify the source of the leaked 
videotape by getting those who had access to 
it to sign waivers that would release reporters 
from promises of confidentiality. Taricani, de- 
scribing how prosecutors can pressure people 
to sign the documents, allowed that his source 
had already signed such a waiver, and that 
DeSisto had shown it to him. Thus, in a move 
that Taricani says was unintentional, he made 
it possible for the prosecutor to identify his 
source as lawyer Joseph A. Bevilacqua Jr., 
since his waiver was the only one that DeSisto 
had shown Taricani. “It’s my mistake,” Tari- 
cani told the Phoenix in a recent interview. “I 
have to take responsibility for it.” 

Taricani says Aiken’s “very jovial and very 
friendly” manner led him to think they were 
talking “Dennis to Jim, rather than agent ver- 
sus reporter,” adding, “I didn’t think for one 
minute that he was going to use this informa- 
tion.” Aiken, however, thought otherwise, re- 
porting their conversation to US Attorney 
Robert Clark Corrente (no relation to Frank 
Corrente, the Cianci bagman caught on tape), 
setting the stage for DeSisto’s blockbuster De- 
cember 1 announcement that he had 








identified Taricani’s source as Bevilacqua. 

The involvement of Bevilacqua — a promi- 
nent Rhode Islander with a penchant for con- 
sorting with notorious individuals; his father, 
who left his post as chief justice of the state 
Supreme Court amid impeachment proceed- 
ings in the late ’80s, associated with organ- 
ized-crime figures — marks only the latest in- 
trigue in a case with more twists and turns 
than a Raymond Chandler novel. For starters, 
court filings offer completely contradictory de- 
scriptions of the circumstances under which 
Bevilacqua, who had served as a lawyer for 
former Providence tax-board chair Joseph A. 
Pannone, provided the videotape to Taricani 
after Pannone pleaded guilty to the first of 
two sets of Plunder Dome charges. Bevilacqua 
(who was no longer representing Pannone at 
the time) claims that he didn’t ask Taricani for 
a promise of confidentiality; Taricani asserts 
that Bevilacqua gave him the videotape on the 
condition that his identity not be revealed. 

Despite the journalistic community’s steady 
backing of Taricani (I wrote last month’s piece 

in which the Providence Phoenix named him a 
Local Hero) and widespread skepticism, if not 
outright doubt, about Bevilacqua’s credibility, 
the reporter’s difficult situation has grown in- 
creasingly complicated. Although he’s resigned 
to the prospect of prison, it remains an un- 
nerving thought, particularly since Taricani, 
who received a heart transplant in 1996, has a 
compromised immune system that is especial- 
ly susceptible to infections. Then there’s the 
utter irony of how Taricani, after steadily re- 
fusing to reveal his source for several years, 
unwittingly did so during his November 18 
coffee-shop conversation with FBI agent 
Aiken. (Not that you’d necessarily glean this 
from the local media coverage. The “chance 
encounter” between the two men, described 
in a court filing by DeSisto, wasn’t mentioned 
until the 30th paragraph of Tracy Breton’s De- 
cember 2 story in the Providence Journal. Bre- 
ton says the placement reflected a decision to 
build a chronological narrative based on how 
Bevilacqua got the tape and how Taricani got 
it from him.) 

Even now, Taricani questions whether his 
chat with Aiken was truly a “chance en- 
counter.” The Au Bon Pain where the reporter 
was having his coffee is located in the lobby of 
50 Kennedy Plaza, which also houses the US 
Attorney’s Office. “This could be very far- 
fetched,” Taricani cautions. But he saw 
Richard W. Rose, the lead prosecutor in the 
Cianci case, come into the coffee shop that 
morning, and he doesn’t know whether Rose 
saw him. Within a very short time after Rose 
left, Aiken turned up, without a coat (the 
Providence FBI office is located in a different 
building around the corner). The coincidence 
leaves Taricani wondering, “Was Dennis Aiken 
[who could have been upstairs at the US At- 
torney’s Office, where Rose might have alerted 
him to Taricani’s presence] cooperating with 
Marc DeSisto, and did he purposely bring up 
this thing and try to get me to say something 
about it? I have questions in my mind.” (Aiken 
did not return a call seeking comment.) 

To think that a reporter facing prison time 
could talk in confidence to an FBI agent might 
strike some people as naive. Then again, Tari- 
cani made a signature of mob cases early in 
his career, and he’s had his share of private 
discussions with law-enforcement officials. 
This sense of small-town collegiality is famil- 
iar to Gregg Krupa, a former Providence Jour- 
nal reporter now with the Detroit News, who 
recalls having spent time chatting in local 
court corridors with state and federal prosecu- 
tors between cases. “In a way,” Krupa says, 
“it’s like you're all on the same team.” 

All this shows how what began as a nar- 
rowly defined case of source confidentiality 








MAKING NEWS: Providence TV reporter 
Jim Taricani accidentally tipped an FBI 
agent to the name of a secret source. 


has become something more complex. Then 
again, this shouldn’t really be a surprise in 
Rhode Island. 


ORRUPTION IS an old story in Rhode Is- 
land — “a state for sale, and cheap,” as 
muckraker Lincoln Steffens put it at the dawn 

of the 20th century. Although the snarls in 
downtown Providence traffic during rush hour 
mark a concession to contemporary life, con- 
stants in the nation’s smallest state include the 
rich array of characters, the media’s role in 
rooting out intrigue, and the familiar sense 
that everyone knows someone who knows 
someone. As Krupa says, “All of the players in 
this drama have been around Rhode Island for 
a long, long time. One of the charms about 
Providence is the extent to which things don’t 
change from decade to decade. This case may 
be giving a lot of people involved in it agita, 
but I am reading all the details with a little 
smile on my face.” 

In a profile of Joseph A. Bevilacqua Jr. last 
week, the ProJo’s Mike Stanton captured the 
state’s picaresque quality. His story quoted 
Charles “The Ghost” Kennedy, a mob-connected 
drug trafficker, in describing how he met the 
young criminal-defense lawyer at a Cranston 
social club in the ’70s: “He was a helluva 
lawyer. He had good stage presence. He was a 
good-looking guy. Juries liked him. Women 
fell in love with him. Even cops liked him. He 
was sociable. And he had no fear of butting 
heads. He was fresh out of law school, looking 
to make a name for himself. Of course, it 
helps when your old man is the chief justice of 
the Rhode Island Supreme Court.” 

This is Rhode Island, where Bevilacqua has 
practiced law with John F Cicilline — the fa- 
ther of David N. Cicilline, the openly gay 
Jewish-Italian-American reform candidate 
who succeeded Cianci in 2003 — who repre- 
sented the late Raymond L.S. Patriarca in the 
days when the New England mob was con- 
trolled from a Federal Hill storefront. 

This is Rhode Island, where Taricani’s ease in 
talking with a long-time source (according to 
Stanton’s The Prince of Providence: The True 
Story of Buddy Cianci, America’s Most Notorious 
Mayor, Some Wiseguys, and the Feds — for which 
David Mamet is writing the screenplay — Aiken 
visited the reporter shortly after he was reas- 
signed to Providence, in 1994) revealed what he 
most wanted to keep secret. 
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On a national level, Taricani continues to be 
grouped with other reporters — like Matthew 
Cooper of Time magazine and Judith Miller of 
the New York Times — who face possible 
prison time for refusing to testify about 
confidential sources (see “A Freer Press,” Edi- 
torial, November 26). Even with his inadver- 
tent revelation, “I think the lesson to be 
learned is that journalists still take this prom- 
ise [of confidentiality] very seriously,” says 
Lucy Dalglish, executive director of the Re- 
porters Committee for Freedom of the Press. 
As Dalglish notes, the Justice Department’s in- 
creasingly aggressive efforts to extract infor- 
mation from reporters contrasts with the Bush 
administration’s stance as the most secretive 
since Richard Nixon’s. “This is a very difficult 
and dangerous time for reporters to be out 
there covering anything having to do with na- 
tional security, high-level politics, organized 
crime — stories that unless you can really 
promise confidentiality, you aren’t going to be 
able to report,” she says. 

Closer to home, however, some scoff at 
the sense that serious journalistic values are 
at stake. That Taricani and WJAR-TV held 
the Corrente videotape for about three 
months after obtaining it, ultimately broad- 
casting it at the start of a ratings period, of- 
fers fuel for those, like WPRO-AM talk-show 
host Dan Yorke (disclosure: I am a weekly 
unpaid guest on his show), who downplay 
the news value of the tape and contend that 
its broadcast was motivated by “a major rat- 
ings coup.” Certainly, for those predisposed 
against the media, the recent revelations 
only confirm their ire. 

Taricani remains an institution in Rhode 
Island, though, and his public support seems 
unlikely to diminish. (WJAR planned to 
broadcast the tape after it was played during 
Frank Corrente’s trial, Taricani says, and 
after a delay of about two weeks, the station 
went ahead when word of superceding in- 
dictments pushed the trial back.) There’s 
also the argument of Democratic political 
consultant Guy Dufault, speaking recently on 
RIPBS’s A Lively Experiment, who calls the 
Corrente videotape “one of the most embar- 
rassing scenes I’ve ever seen for a public 
official,” and says its broadcast powerfully 
serves notice to other public officials who 
might cross the line. 

Others, pointing to the lack of indications 
that the tape’s broadcast compromised a de- 
fendant’s right to a fair trial, characterize 
the idea of sending Taricani to prison as a 
mistake. As the ProJo recently editorialized, 
“Judge Torres, with Ahab-like tenacity, has 
hunted down his white whale: the person 
who passed along the tape. There are no he- 
roes here, in our view. Judges’ orders are 
supposed to be obeyed. But the price of this 
crusade seems out of scale with its public 
benefit.” 

When it comes to sentencing Taricani on 
December 9 (after the Phoenix goes to press), 
Torres has a range of options, including send- 
ing the reporter to a prison hospital at Fort 
Devens. Bevilacqua, who is expected to return 
from Florida for the hearing, faces his own 
problems, not least for violating the court 
order against the release of evidentiary video- 
tapes, and possible prosecution for previously 
denying to DeSisto that he was Taricani’s 
source. 

If his health doesn’t take a turn for the 
worse during a possible period of incarcera- 
tion, Taricani seems likely to be able to put 
this episode behind him. Doing so for Bevilac- 
qua — whose motives are harder to plumb — 
could be more difficult. we 


Ian Donnis can be reached at 
idonnis@phx.com. 














Cult following 


A holiday guide to coffee-table 


books with a jagged edge 


BY JOY PRESS 


NCE UPON a time, coffee-table books 
signified luxury, upward mobility, 
things of quality and distinction. Buy- 
ing one of those suckers conferred a sense of 
your own good taste. So it was only a matter 
of time before publishers began catering to 
the downwardly aspirational, offering cheap 
(well, not that cheap) voyages into other peo- 
ple’s fringe or freaky existences. 
Take Create and Be Recognized: Photogra- 
phy on the Edge (Chronicle Books, $40), the 
first major study of photography in out- 
sider art. The title phrase was the motto 
of Eugene von Bruenchenhein, a baker 
and self-taught artist who photographed 
his wife obsessively and exclusively over 
two decades. He is one of the many for- 
gotten visionaries included in this beguiling 
book by John Turner and Deborah Klochko. 
What binds these figures together isn’t their 
amateurishness but the obsessive nature 
(and sometimes outlandish scale) of their 
missions. Alexandre Lobanov, deaf and 
mute, staged elaborate self-portraits as a 
kind of Russian revolutionary icon, while 
homeless artist Lee Godie dressed herself 
in multiple personae for her many photo- 
booth snapshots, making her a bag-lady 
forerunner of Cindy Sherman. Some of the 
eeriest images come from Morton Bartlett; al- 
though he was educated at Harvard and 
briefly worked as an advertising photogra- 
pher, he belongs here because his photos, 
like those of his fellow outsiders, were 
born of “extreme private impulses.” For 
30 years he created and shot plaster 
figurines of young girls: a fantasy family 
of little women. 
The somber photos of Margaret Morton’s 
Glass House (Pennsylvania State University 
Press, $34.95) capture another kind of mar- 
ginal existence. The book’s subject is an 
abandoned glass factory in the East Vil- 
lage settled by squatters in the early ’90s. 
The poignant oral history and dimly lit 
pictures trace the household’s emer- 
gence: images of young people standing 
in rubble give way to portraits of people 
building their own rooms from scratch, oc- 
casionally using police barricades as structural 
supports. They make forays into the street to 




















siphon water from hydrants, and cook dinner on a 
hot plate powered by the corner street lamp. In retro- 
spective interviews, the squatters recall how they 
ended up there — some had no place else to go, 
while others chose the lifestyle for a sense of commu- 
nity or independence — and piece together the death 
of Glass House, infamously invaded and shut down 
by riot police in 1994. 

It’s hard to know how to look at David Yellen’s 
heavy-metal devotees in Too Fast for Love: Heavy 
Metal Portraits (Powerhouse Books, $35). Admire 
them on their own terms, as rebels against tight-ass, 
red-state mores? Or pity them as victims of one 
never-ending bad-hair day? The proudly defiant 
poses of these subjects and the sheer effort they’ve 
put into their appearance suggest the former. And 
the ultra-bright, unflinching way Yellen shoots them, 
exposing every pore and underarm stain, further un- 
dermines any impulse to sneer. What’s particularly 
touching is that these are not fans of contemporary 
nui metal, but time-warp acolytes of ’80s hair metal, 
still showing up to see increasingly haggard relics 

like Poison. In fact, there’s something heroic about 

these thirty- and 
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fortysomethings who remain faithful 
to their subculture long after the 
world has passed it by. 

Craig R. Stecyk III’s legendary images of another 
subculture — the Dogtown skateboarders of the late 
70s — helped transform a local scene into a nation- 
wide phenomenon that in turn influenced the loose 
assemblage of artists and photographers collected by 
Aaron Rose and Christian Strike in Beautiful Losers: 
Contemporary Art and Street Culture (D.A.P./Icono- 
clast, $39.95). United by what Rose dubs a “rogue 
outsider creative spirit,” these artists erupted out of 
1980s DIY culture (skateboarding, graffiti, hardcore, 
and indie rock), distributing most of their work via al- 
ternative venues. Some, like Chris Johanson, played 
in bands and did graphics for skateboard companies. 
Barry McGee paints his primitivistic cartoons of 
down-and-outs on buildings and trains as well as on 
canvases; Clare E. Rojas conjures folksy paintings 
while recording naive bluegrass records under the 
name Peggy Honeywell; and Shepard Fairey’s 
flyposters of André the Giant became a ubiquitous 
part of the New York streetscape. 

Intoxicated by graffiti, most of the Beautiful 
Losers crew mess around with typography, cram- 
ming tags and signs into their work. They’d proba- 
bly agree that “the hand is mightier than the pixel,” 

as Steven Heller and Mirko Ilic boast in Hand- 
written: Expressive Lettering in 
the Digital Age (Thames & 
Hudson, $45). This book docu- 
ments the recent explosion of 
scrawled or “distressed” type- 
faces, and in the process offers 
a fascinating if meandering his- 
tory of handwritten lettering. 
" (For a deeper look at one of the 
2 most influential fountains of 
> fonts, check out The 
Push Pin 

















These are not fans of 
contemporary nii metal, 
but time-warp acolytes of 
*80s hair metal, still 
showing up to see 
increasingly haggard 
relics like Poison. 











centuries. Bathed in honeyed light, these images are so 
sumptuous they might be mistaken for layouts from a 
Senter Sir shelter magazine dedicated to gracious, cozy old hous 
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meditations on how dwellings and solitude shape the 
creative process. If these houses look like museums, 
that’s because they are. When regular people die, their 
things are ransacked, their most precious possessions 
parceled out or tossed away. But these show homes 














Graphic, a boisterous compendium of the graphic- headed off into the unfamiliar, why we built our cab- halt and preserve a moment in an illustrious writer’s 

design magazine published between 1957 and 1980 ins on the pond’s edge.” Erica Lennard photographs life, like an insect trapped in amber. We see Eudora 

by Milton Glaser and Seymour Chwast’s Push Pin the cocoons that famous writers like Walt Whitman Welty’s desk as it apparently looked while she lived: 

Studios.) Connoisseurs of the splotch and the and Flannery O’Connor fashioned for themselves in littered with manuscript pages, calendars, and corre- 

scratch, Handwritten’s authors present a boggling those dark, pre-iPod days of the 19th and early-20th spondence. Or the corner of William Faulkner’s pantry, . 
array of examples from books, ads, and where the camera finds a wall covered with names and 

comics, paying special homage to the numbers scrawled above a black rotary phone that will 


king of animation lettering, R. Crumb. never ring again. i 
Ironically, it takes great control to cre- 
ate chaotic visuals 4 la Ralph Steadman 
or Maira Kalman, and Handwrit- 
ten points out that the popu- 
larity of the Macintosh as 
a design tool almost 
killed off the tradi- 
tion of hand- 
lettering. Tell that 
to the army of 
Apple fetishists 
brought to life 
by Wired 
columnist Le- 
ander Kahney 
in his amusing 
tome The Cult 
of Mac (No 
Starch, $39.95). 
Kahney crawls 
into every crevice 
where Mac addicts 
lurk, providing us with 
tales (and images) of tat- 
toos, evangelism, hoarding, 
and Deadhead-style conventions. 
(It’s fascinating the way people convince themselves 
that this corporate entity — as innovative and com- 
paratively consumer-friendly as it may be — is some 
kind of countercultural bastion rather than just a 
more-enticing form of consumerism.) Kahney trots 
out theories to explain (and perhaps justify) this 
cultish behavior, ultimately leaving us with the 
question: are Mac addicts loyal to a brand, or is it 
more about allegiance to some big Apple commu- 
nity? 
“America has always been a nation of isolatos, 
solitaries striking out on their own,” argues poet 
J.D. McClatchy in the text accompanying Ameri- 
can Writers at Home (Library of America, $50). 
“Europeans could never understand ... why we 













© 2004 Village Voice Media Inc. Reprinted with 
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Brothers get beyond 


gimmicks in the South End 


BY ROBERT NADEAU 


ob Kinkead was my favorite of all 
B:: chefs who ran the Harvest; he 

was the least pretentious, with the 
best food. He went to Washington, DC, 
to open Kinkead’s and hasn’t looked 
back. His brother David, formerly the 
chef at Brasserie Jo and then KingFish 
Hall, wanted his own place, so he 
grabbed this location in the new Atelier 
505 building. He had his more-famous 
brother contribute half the menu cre- 
ations. That’s the sibling part. 

The rivalry part is that they’ve set up the 
menu in a kind of “Iron Chef” format in 
which they duel with a common ingredi- 
ent. Appetizers are in red type, entrées in 
black. Since the ingredient is often just a 
garnish, the duels don’t really duel all that 
much, probably not enough to be worth 
the confusion. It might be better to arrange 
all David’s appetizers versus all of Bob’s. In 
my two visits, it ran about five-to-three in 
favor of Bob, with one tie on cuisine and 
David taking the desserts. Most of the food 
is wonderful in that way both brothers 
have of emphasizing primary ingredients 
and not overcomplicating the treatments. 
Where there is a flaw, it’s oversalting, and 
since David is the one in the kitchen, he 
probably directs all the seasoning. 

Ignore the shtick, and you simply have 
a very fine restaurant convenient to the 
newest Huntington Theatre Company 
space, not far from the old Theater Dis- 
trict, and well worth an evening of its 
own. For quicker, pre-theater bistro meals, 
the outer rooms are busy and loud with an 
open kitchen and a red-rust-burgundy 
color scheme. They’re busy in the way that 
important restaurants in Washington, like 
Kinkead’s, are busy at lunch. For quieter 
evenings, there’s a back room in lime- 
green over gray-green with blond wood. 
It’s actually rather quiet by Boston dining 
standards, though it does conform by way 
of darkness. 

Food began with an amuse-bouche, a 
complimentary demitasse of carrot-ginger 
soup, creamy and gingery. The bread bas- 
ket offers crusty white and wheat breads, 
served with butter. 

Among the appetizers, David starts off 
solidly with a nicely dressed endive salad 
($10), garnished with a few sautéed pea 
tendrils and a grilled pear to die for. He’s 
also got garbure ($8), a perfect cold-day 
soup that features potatoes among many 
vegetables, plus a few bread dumplings. 
He falters a bit with sweetbreads ($14), 
which are nicely sautéed with a little crust, 
but mounted on wildly oversalted beans 
and pearl onions. Beans were the category, 
and David expended French flageolets (a 
shell bean that keeps a subtle bit of its 
fresh taste even when dried) on the over- 
salted and mustardy sauce. 

Bob’s appetizers are wilder, but more 
outstanding. His Yucatecan tuna soup 
($10) is a splendid purée of poblano pep- 
pers and tomatillos with plenty of lime, in 
which nice chunks of tuna lurk happily, 
the whole topped with crunchy sticks of 
fried tortilla. His fried squid ($11), while 
in the ginger column, is outstanding for 
both its crispness and another chili effect 
— super-powered slices of green chili in a 
sweet, Thai-style dipping sauce. The squid 


is in a tall cone, per- 
haps the most verti- 
cal calamari since 
Peter Lorre went 
into the Disney tank 
for 20,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea. Un- 
derneath is a fine 
Thai-style shredded 
salad. 

David comes back 
strong with roast 
halibut ($25), a bril- 
liant piece of light 
fish with a few 
pumpkin gnocchi 
that qualify it for the 
pumpkin category. 
The strong garnish is 
actually fresh porcini 
mushrooms with a 
butter sauce. His 
port-lacquered duck 
($26) is also terrific 
eating, although not 
exactly lacquered. 
It’s a duck breast cut 
in half, served blood- 
rare for maximum 
beefiness, in a port 
sauce. Again, he 
makes a good case 
with a group of sea- 
sonal vegetables: a torpedo of carrot, a 
couple of baby turnips, strips of parsnip, 
sautéed kale, those tiny onions, and unob- 
trusive chunks of chestnut (the category). 

Bob again goes for the fences with Nan- 
tucket bay scallops ($28), superb local 
seafood in season, in a pastry shell with a 
seafood-butter sauce, a phyllo-wrapped 
finger of potatoes, and another phyllo- 
wrapped finger of braised endive (the cat- 
egory). This isn’t the best endive dish I've 
ever had, but it’s amazing seafood. He also 
scores with swordfish ($25), another su- 
perb piece of fluffy, flavorful seafood, gar- 
nished with artichoke hearts, oversalted 
lima beans, a cruet of pesto, and an over- 
salted puttanesca sauce rich with olives 
and capers. Assuming they let up on the 
salt, this could be a signature platter. If 
they don’t, just order the puttanesca on 
the side and ignore the limas. Finally, in 
the potato category, Bob outdid David’s 
garbure with spit-roasted chicken ($22) — 

just the bistro-classic treatment of the 
breast, some thin green beans, and a sort 
of potatoes au gratin that made the plate. 

Sibling Rivalry offers side dishes of veg- 
etables like a steak house, although all our 
platters had sufficient veggies. We did find 
an order of celeriac purée ($5) useful for 
some of the better sauces, such as the port 
sauce from the duck. 

The wine list has no rival columns. It’s 
lengthy and fun but expensive; for exam- 
ple, merlots run from $36 to $90. We had 
a bottle of 2001 Chateau Pipeau, a grand 
cru Saint-Emilion ($45). Like most Bor- 
deaux, Chateau Pipeau is a blend, and one 
can smell the tenths of cabernet sauvignon 
and cabernet franc on the nose, while the 
flavor is all soft and merlot-like — rather a 
good wine with food, if showing a little al- 
cohol in the aftertaste. A glass of Gascon 
malbec 2003 ($8/glass; $32/bottle) had 
the usual structure and flavor of this Ar- 
gentine red, but it did remind me why we 
used to order bottles of wine in restaurants 


FAMILY STYLE: the “rivalry” part of Sibling Rivalry is a 
duel of common ingredients. 
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— so they would be opened freshly for us. 
On desserts I'd give the edge back to 
David, if only for his flourless chocolate 
cake ($9), which is actually a trio of a typi- 
cal cupcake of flourless chocolate intensity, 
a superb pot de créme of chocolate pud- 
ding, and a truly amazing scoop of pista- 
chio ice cream. This trumped Bob’s choco- 
late dacquoise ($10) in one of the few true 
head-to-head contests of the menu. The 
dacquoise is a breast-shaped cone of 
chocolate mousse covered in chocolate 
candy, with a bit of gold leaf on top, and a 
wisp of espresso créme anglaise under- 
neath. A close call, and it’s worth ordering 
both a dozen more times to make sure. 
David’s pumpkin créme brilée ($8) was 
not creamy enough, more like pumpkin 
pie minus crust and plus burnt-sugar top- 
ping. Bob’s apple tarte Tatin ($10) was 





Beantown Dogs 
Old fashioned Hot Dogs 


Grand Opening 


Wednesday, December 15, 2004 
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just apples on excellent pastry, with a lot (Across from The Kelis) 
of yummy caramel sauce. (617) 783-D.0.G.$ 

Service was superb, both when we were sitesi . 
rushing to theater next door, and when we 50% off the entire menul 





10% off for stucients until the end of the year! 
Please feel free to bring friends and family *& 





came in early on a slower weeknight for 
serious feasting. I prefer the quiet room, 
and its decorations of poinsettias and 
Granny Smith apples reminded me of the 
Harvest in the Bob Kinkead days. Al- 
though both brothers probably devote 
most of their taste to food, someone made 
a splendid decision for truly elegant Sam- 
bonet flatware. ay 
Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
RobtNadeau@aol.com. 
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>Dining guide 


The following represent some of Greater Boston’s more noteworthy restaurants, some 
Boston Phoenix advertisers among them. Most of these listings have been distilled from our 
full-length reviews. Entrée prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant hours, 
credit-card policy, and liquor information are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


CHECK OUT OUR ARCHIVE OF RESTAURANT REVIEWS AT www.thephoenix.com 








? Boston 


ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 

BUK KYUNG II, 151 Brighton Ave., All- 
ston, (617) 254-2775. $8-$22.95 (lunch, 
$12.95-$15.95). Very cool dinner spot for 
young Korean-Americans where they get 
a style of noodles so long they're served 
with kitchen scissors, either in big bowls 
of soup or with a unique black-bean- 
onion sauce and lots of fresh seafood. You 
also want the seafood scallion pancake, 
some permutation of the homemade 
dumplings, and probably one of the 
spicy-sweet-sour dishes of deep-fried 
morsels. The menu lists more familiar Ko- 
rean food like bibimbab and bulgogi, but 
hardly any Japanese food. The difference 
really is freshness and speed 

CAFE BELO, 181 Brighton Ave. (Brooks 
Plaza), Boston, (617) 783-4858. $4.99/Ib 
Cafeterias are popular in Brazil, and so are 
spit-roasted churrascaria meats. This big, 
plain room has both: a buffet table of 
meat-’n’-taro Brazilian faves, and a guy 
slicing fresh roast pork and lingui¢a onto 
your plate. It’s all $4.50 per pound. Noth- 
ing fancy, but the Brazilian expats and All- 
ston college kids here are getting the best 
deal in the hemisphere 

CAMINO REAL, 48 Harvard Ave., All- 
ston, (617) 254-5088. $7-$19. Don’t let 
its location on the map confuse you 
Colombian food is mountain food, not 
spicy stuff. It’s mostly meat-and-potatoes, 
and most gringos love it at first bite. At 
Camino Real, don’t miss the soups, the to- 
stones (plantain chips), the empanadas, 
the chicken a la criolla, or the “rice with 
shrimp.” And bring a serious appetite 


of the fhicest, cheapest Asian restaurants 
in a neighborhood full of just those. Hun- 
gry parties may want to order an extra 
dish or two, especially of the fresh spring 
rolls, beef with lemongrass, or the 
seafood medley with vegetables. And 
keep an eye on the live seafood tanks. 
SOHO, 386 Market St., Brighton, (617) 
562-6000. $7-$19.95. Big, modern dating 
bar/nightclub with the heart and kitchen 
of a modern Irish pub. Our picks are 
jumbo crab cakes and seared 
sea scallops — and save room for excel- 
lent desserts, such as millionaire short- 
cake and the terrine of sorbets. Beef is 
overcooked; beans are undercooked; sal- 
ads are expensive; desserts are inexpen- 
sive. Dress casual but no hats, torn jeans, 
crummy sandals, and so on 


BACK BAY 

ABE & LOUIE’S, 793 Boylston St., 
Boston, (617) 536-6300. $26-$40. At last, 
a truly Bostonian steakhouse, with the 
New York trimmings but not too much of 
the New York baloney. Definitely an older 
crowd than other restaurants under the 
same ownership (Charley’s Eating and 
Drinking Saloon; Papa Razzi), and not for 
blue jeans, but awfully good eating if you 
love beef, and surround it with crab cakes, 
smothered onions, creamed spinach, and 
cheesecake or créme brilée for dessert 
BOMBOA, 35 Stanhope St., Boston, (617) 
236-6363. $18-$26. Stylish, clubby room 
with zebra-striped upholstery, a kick-ass 
fish tank, great rum drinks, and the only 
menu in Boston to fuse French and Brazil- 
ian food. Some of the dishes are playful and 
delicious, like the ceviche appetizer; others 


seafood 


If affordable decadence sounds like an oxymoron, you haven't 
heard about the special menus at Grotto (37 Bowdoin Street, 
Boston). Through December, the Beacon Hill restaurant is offer- 
ing three- and five-course truffle tasting menus. The three- 


course menu, which costs $35, features butternut-squash soup 
with shaved black truffle, and pan-roasted scallops with truffle- 
whipped potatoes, among other options. The five-course menu, 
which is $55, is at the chef’s whim. Call (617) 227-3434 for 
reservations, and mention the truffle menu in advance. 





DEVLIN’S BISTRO, 322 Washington St 
Brighton, (617) 779-8822. $19-$29 
(lunch, $6-$9). You walk into the nicest 
and most upscale Irish pub ever, but the 
food is modern bistro food, some of it 
basic, some very good, and a few things 
more complicated than they ought to be 
Our critic raved about the horseradish 
sauce on the smoked trout salad, the 
seared scallop appetizer, the pacific halibut 
entrée, and the baked Alaska. He also liked 
the spicy Cuban sandwich and the shep- 
herd’s pie for lunch. The people are even 
less pretentious than the comfortable food 
GRASSHOPPER, | North Beacon St., All- 


ston, (617) 254-8883. $7-$10. Vegan din 
ing reaches new heights of elegance and 
excellence in this Chinese-Vietnamese 
restaurant entirely without meat stock, 
fish sauce r sauce, or shrimp paste 





beef” with Chinese broc- 





Don't miss veg 
coli, the vegetarian dumplings, spicy curry 
lemongrass anything, or the “house nest’ 
of fresh fried taro with five kinds of fake 
meat and just as many real vegetables 
JASMINE BISTRO, 412 Market St., 
Brighton, (617) 789-4676. $12-$24. A 
little Brighton storefront re-creates the 
high Continental cuisine of an earlier era 
in charming surroundings; the globetrot- 
ting chef’s résumé includes stints in Paris 
and at Café Budapest, and his tablecloths 
were made by hand in Baluchistan. The 
menu rotates creamy, rich classics 
(stroganoff, tournedos rossini) with more 
spare Mediterraneana. Nicely priced wine 
list. Tons of personal attention from the 
waiters, who are his sons 





THE KELLS, 161 Brighton Ave., Allston, | 


(617) 782-9082. $8-$24. The ultimate so- 
lution to the problem of Irish food in our 
many Irish pubs: the Kells has gone all- 
Asian. They've hired a chef from the Golden 
Temple, and now you can have a draft 
Guinness with spareribs, Szechuan egg- 
plant with pork, or a two-pound lobster 
with ginger and scallion. Is this a great 
country or what? Early evening is like a 
nightclub with Chinese food; later on the 
DJs get started, and it’s party and food until 
2 a.m. Dress layered, so if you get food on 
the outer layers, you can peel and dance 

PHO QUE HUONG, 122-126 Harvard 
Ave., Allston, (617) 254-9690. $6-$12 
Vietnamese and Chinese, with some 
promising fusions, Pho Que Huong is one 


miss the mark a bit. The experimentation is 
great if you've got the budget for it 

GYUHAMA, 827 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 437-0188. $11-$20. Vies with 
Ginza for the title of best sushi in the city. 
The tables, the sushi bar, and the tradi- 
tional screened-off rooms in the back fill 
up nightly with earnest sushi fans 

KASHMIR, 279 Newbury St., Boston, 
(617) 536-1695. $13- (lunch, $9- 
$12). An Indian restaurant as beautifully 
decorated and designed as the fancy 
Thai restaurants. Plenty of wham in the 
food, too, trom the samosas and humble 
vegetarian curries up to the tandoori 
rack of lamb, presented with the chops 
As the name sug 





impaled on swords 
gests, the strengths are tandoori (don't 
miss the nan) and creamy sauces with 
real cilantro 

SAFFRON, 279A Newbury St., (617) 
536-9766. $15-$25. The first contempo- 
rary Indian restaurant in Boston has some 
impressive moments, especially among 
the appetizers, where Indian flavors 
weave in and out of trendy nouvelle pre- 
sentations to create something totally dif- 
ferent and amazing. The “potato and duck 
bernasi,” for instance, is a two-layer soup 
involving liquefied duck. Entrées are a lit- 
tle flatter, but the menu of traditional In- 
dian dishes is special, if a tad pricey. Styl- 
ishly decorated. International crowd. 
SONSIE, 327 Newbury St., Boston, 
(617) 351-2500. $9-$30. Wear your 
Newbury Street clothes, whatever those 
might be, to a fun, see-and-be-seen 
restaurant. Appetizers are often among 
the best things on the eclectic menu. Ex- 
cellent bartenders who know how to mix 
a drink. Superior Sunday brunch and 
weekday early-morning breakfast crowd. 
TAPEO, 266 Newbury St., Boston (617) 
267-4799. $4-$24. Evocative Spanish 
décor in this crowded and loud tapas 
bar-cum-dining room. Tapas and a 
terrific list of Spanish wines and sherries 
are the key, although you shouldn’t miss 
the zarzuela (seafood soup), or the or- 
ange-flavored flan 

WISTERIA HOUSE, 264 Newbury St., 
Boston, (617) 536-8866. $7-$16. Appar- 
ently a modest Chinese-American room 
(plus sidewalk tables) along Newbury 
Street, Wisteria House has a secret life as a 


taste of home for Taiwanese students and | 


immigrants. For a taste of Taiwan, don't 
miss the pipa tofu (fried clouds flavored 
with shrimp), clams, or squid triple de- 
lights with basil, or stewed pig’s ear — ge- 
latinous but delicious, no kidding 


BEACON HILL 

THE FEDERALIST, 15 Beacon St. (XV 
Beacon Hotel), Boston, (617) 670-2515 
$27-$44. The Federalist has one of the most 
expensive menus in town, and justifies that 
with small, perfect, intensely flavored dish- 
es. Seafood and a chocolate banana pud- 
ding most impressed us. Despite the jum- 
bled decor of browns and black with a little 
red, the food demands that you dress like a 
Federalist, not a Sandinista. 

FIGS, 42 Charles St., Boston, (617) 742- 
3447. $10-$18. Small, busy branch of 
Todd English’s gourmet-pizza mini-chain 
See listing under Charlestown. 

LALA ROKH, 97 Mount Vernon St., 
Boston, (617) 720-5511. $14-$19. Exot- 
ic, authentic, romantic, and beautiful, 
Lala Rokh fulfills, surpasses, and decon- 
structs our fantasies of ancient Persia all 
at once. Absolutely don’t miss the egg- 
plant appetizer and pilaf entrées. Many 
unique garnishes and subtle flavors do 
justice to a rare and classic cuisine 

NO. 9 PARK, 9 Park St., Boston, (617) 
742-9991. $25-$42 (lunch, $15-22). Chef 
Barbara Lynch grew up in Southie but 
cooks like a New Yorker. This spare, styl- 
ish bistro on the Common showcases her 
effusive approach to foresty Continental 
ingredients like chestnuts, fresh pasta, 
and foie gras 

SCOLLAY SQUARE, 21 Beacon St., 
Boston, (617) 742-4900. $16-$28. Being 
in the shadow of the State House, Scollay 
Square does a good job with big meat 
and has several kinds of potatoes — the 
“lobster mashed potatoes” being an excel- 
lent innovation. But they also do a fine 
job with fish and shellfish, and the wines 
are cleverly selected and served in over- 
size glasses. The theme about the old 
Boston burlesque (and worse) district 
may be overdone, especially as the loca- 
tion is several blocks from the long-since- 
eradicated Scollay Square 

TORCH, 26 Charles St., Boston, (617) 
723-5939. $16-$25. Shiny and a little af- 
fected, but really good food carries the 
day. The early crowd walks in from Bea- 
con Hill, dressed in the look that 


tank steamed seafood, or Hong Kong-style 
dishes like calamari with spicy salt. 
PEARL VILLA, 25-27 Tyler St., Boston, 
(617) 338-8770. $5-$20. Superb South 
Chinese and Malaysian food are the at- 
tractions in this small but serious restau- 
rant. Don’t miss the Malaea Lobak 
(“spring-roll platter” is a pale descrip- 
tion), live-tank lobster and seafood, 
beautiful vegetables, and something 
fried. Hot pepper is mostly in the red 
sauce on the side. Refreshing fruit 
smoothies and cold soups for dessert. 
PENANG, 685-681 Washington St., 
Boston, (617) 451-6373. $5-$17. If 
you've been hesitating about Malaysian 
food, hesitate no more. Penang is as 
much fun as the old Trader Vic’s, and has 
much more interesting food. The sharpest 
flavors are in the roti canai appetizer, as 
well as familiar morsels like the Penang 
popia and chicken satay. Lively entrées 
are the yam pots (featuring delicious 
mashed taro root), the “house special” 
squid or lobster or crabs with a complex 
sauce, and the fragrant beef rendang. 
PHO PASTEUR, 682 Washington St., 
Boston, (617) 482-7467. $3-$10. Superb 
specialist in noodle soups, beef or chicken 
based, with a variety of mix-ins. Also a line 
of drinks and desserts, and some, like “av- 
ocado juice” (actually a luscious milk- 
shake), that are both. Small, homey, clean 
TAIWAN CAFE, 34 Oxford St., Boston, 
(617) 426-8181. $5-$19. This Chinatown 
jewel features home-style cooking you 
don’t usually see on the English-language 
menu, and doesn’t make any of the famil- 
iar tourist dishes. It’s quite friendly to 
non-Asian customers who know and ap- 
preciate the food. Get to know the 
sautéed eggplant with basil, or some of 
the best steamed flounder and sautéed 
snow-pea tendrils ever. 


DOWNTOWN/WATERFRONT 
AQUA/THE BLACK RHINO, 120 Water 
St./21B Broad St., Boston, (617) 720- 
4900/(617) 263-0101. $6-$16. Two bar- 
restaurants that connect, offering a variety 
of eating and drinking situations. In any of 
them, you'll do well with fried seafood, 
“seared” mussels, Angus burgers, or the 
above permuted into entrées with good 
baked basmati rice. Prices are rather good 
for downtown. The weeknight crowd 
comes from work, dressed accordingly. 


THE GOOD LIFE, 28 Kingston St 
(Downtown Crossing), Boston, (617) 
451-2622. $7-$9. A Runyonesque joint 
that combines a neighborhood feel with 
downtown flavor. The food is basic — 
burgers, Buffalo wings, steak — and the 


bar harks back to a day when men were | 


men and martinis were all eight ounces. 
JER-NE, 12 Avery St. (Ritz-Carlton 
Boston Common), Boston, (617) 574- 
7176. $25-$36. Not your grandfather's 
Ritz, not with ultra-modern and experi- 
mental Pacific Rim food in a posh but 
soulless room. Maybe they'll reopen the 
old Ritz dining room, with its antique 
menu, and give diners the clearest choice 
of food versus atmosphere ever? On the 
opening menu of this restaurant, you 
should go for the multi-flavored appetiz- 
ers like the daily bento box or the cake- 
walk sampler, skip entrées (unless you 
must have the steamed lobster with aro- 
matic rice), splurge on a bottle of pricey 
but highly flavored wine, and linger over 
desserts such as the Macadamia nut 
financiere (a poached pear with an all- 
star crust) or anything creamy. 

LEGAL SEA FOODS, 255 State St. 
(Aquarium), Boston, (617) 742-5300. 
$12-$46 (lunch, $7-$17). This Legal Sea 
Foods has a dual personality: Aquarium- 
bound family lunches by day, waterfront 
bistronians by night. It could even be a 
wine bar, if you don’t mind having the 
food overwhelm the wine. The raw bar is 
featured here, and the wood-grilled dish- 
es set the standard for the waterfront 
LOCKE-OBER, 3 Winter Place, Boston, 
(617) 542-1340. $25-$48. Boston’s grand 
19th-century dining room, preserved for 
a century by Yankee stubbornness (thrift 
had nothing to do with it), and now re- 
stored to ancient glory by Lydia Shire, as 
though to test whether it can be extreme- 
ly hip to be extremely square. The best 


food may be the occasional innovation, | 


like scallop tournedos with pea tendrils, 
though most will want the classics: lob- 
ster Savannah, anchovies Winter Place, 
calves liver and onions, steak tartar, oys- 
ters Gino, sweetbreads Eugenie under 
glass, and — alas — Indian pudding 
Dress well and carry a big credit card 

MARGO BISTRO, 185 State St. (Harbor- 
side Inn), Boston, (617) 670-2033. $15- 
$21. This little restaurant in a little hotel 
takes all the conservative necessities of a 


hotel dining room and turns them into 
very satisfying cuisine — not experimental 
but very successful and balanced, reviving 
some nice old flavors like puff pastry 
under the apple tart. Don’t miss the beet 
and orange salad, a wood-grilled lobster 
that actually tastes good, and the Margo 
chocolate cake with pistachio ice cream 
NAKED FISH, 16-18 North St. (opposite 
Quincy Market), Boston, (617) 742- 
3333. $15-$28. No one’s naked here but 
the grilled fish, and we’d recommend the 
fish with sauces and flavorings — the 
fried coconut calamari, the roasted 
Chilean sea bass, and the Cuban-style 
side dishes like black beans and rice, pan- 
fried plantains, mashed-banana sweet po- 
tatoes, and mashed potatoes. What, the 
potatoes aren't Cuban? Get ‘em anyway. 
RADIUS, 8 High St., Boston, (617) 426- 
1234. $32-$43. When hot chef Michael 
Schlow teamed up with hot manager 
Chris Myers, the partnership was news in 
itself. It took them a while to get their 
new place open, but from day one Radius 
has been the downtown It Restaurant, 
with a high-powered clientele and prices 
to match. Schlow’s food is sort of New 
York French: small, precise, and creative 
The semicircular room is a bit underdeco- 
rated, and the waiters all wear odd Mao 
jackets, but the capitalist buzz is palpable 
RUSTIC KITCHEN, 200 Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace, Boston, (617) 523-6334. 
$9-$24. No longer associated with Todd 
English, Rustic Kitchen is now more fo- 
cused on fine Northern Italian food, a lit- 
tle less expensive, and generally some- 
what better. In particular, the veal ag- 
nolotti, the seafood specials, and the can- 
noli or gingerbread for dessert are knock- 
outs. It’s still Quincy Market, so it’s still 
crowded and drafty and loud, and the 
walls are glass — so dress nicely. 

SEL DE LA TERRE, 255 State St 
(Aquarium), Boston, (617) 720-1300. 
$24-$31. A large and stylish Provencal 
restaurant owned by Frank McClelland, 
chef of the ultra-high-end LEspalier. This 
is more oriented toward a business 
crowd; Geoff Gardner’s menu is a flexible 
version of prix fixe. The country French 
flavors don’t hit the heights, but their 
consistency puts a lot of bistros to shame 
THE SULTAN’S KITCHEN, 72 Broad 
St., Boston, (617) 728-2828. $6-$9. One 
of only a few Turkish restaurants in the 


launched a thousand catalogues, and 
then the food makes them happy and 
talkative and loud. You, too. 


NICK DISTASO 


CHARLESTOWN 

FIGS, 67 Main St., Charlestown, (617) 
242-2229. $10-$18. From the people who 
brought you Olives, an extraordinary 
pizza parlor. Outstanding thin-crust piz- 
zas lavishly topped with fresh ingredi- 
ents. Try the bianco (topped with fresh 
arugula and tomatoes). The tiramisu may 
be the best in town 

OLIVES, 10 City Square, Charlestown, 
(617) 242-1999. $20-$30. Fairly expen- 
sive, and expect a long wait unless you're 
a celebrity. But worth every cent and 
minute. The pan-Mediterranean cuisine 
here is served with a shot of pure genius, 
making it one of Boston’s best (and most 
sophisticated) eateries. The dishes — 
from the classic Olives tart to the “falling 
chocolate cake’ are so inspired it’s 
hard to believe they're not classics. Reser- 
vations accepted 


CHINATOWN 

BIG FISH SEAFOOD, 18-20 Tyler St., 
Boston, (617) 423-3288. $5-$16. The lat- 
est winner in Chinatown’s race to live- 
tank seafood, Big Fish gets clear, bright 
flavors from shell-on shrimp, whole 
steamed sea scallops, clams (or eel) in 
black bean sauce, lobster with ginger and | 


| scallion, spicy salted squid (or soft-shell | 


crab), sautéed pea tendrils (or water- | 
cress). Find a sympathetic waiter and go 
deeper into the all-Chinese menu of cold | 
appetizers and stir-fried eel. 
BUDDHA’S DELIGHT, 5 Beach St. | 
(second floor), Boston, (617) 451-2395. 
$4-$8. Chinese and Vietnamese Bud- 
dhist-temple cuisine, strictly vegan (ex- | 
cept for condensed milk in some drinks) 
imitations of your favorite shrimp and 
pork dishes. I’ve seen better visual work 
in this tradition, but it didn’t taste as 
good as the best here: spring rolls, sum- 
mer rolls, nam vang noodle soup, hot- 
and-sour soup, moo shi, Lake Tung-ting 
“shrimp,” and anything spicy or with 
lemongrass. Good coffee. 

JUMBO SEAFOOD, 7 Hudson St., 
Boston, (617) 542-2823. $8-$13. I’ve been 
eating in Chinatown and taking notes | 
about it for about 25 years. Jumbo | 
Seafood is one of the best places I’ve ever | 
eaten there, which means it is one of the | 
best places I have ever eaten. Even the rice 


| is unusually good, but don’t miss pea-pod | 


stems and other green vegetables, live- | 
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Mistral’s pumpkin martini 


‘Tis the season 


Few of us can deny that one of the best things about Halloween is the months that follow: 
it seems as though wherever you go, long into winter, people are unloading stockpiles of 
candy. Well, that’s all fine and tasty, but let’s face it: we’re not kids anymore, and the joy 
of all those bitty Baby Ruths and mini Milky Ways wore thin around the time we discovered 
créme brilée and White Russians. Fortunately, there are plenty of grown-up ways to please 
your sweet tooth and celebrate the season at the same time. And what flavor is more sea- 
sonal than pumpkin? In these days of decking the halls, the gently spicy sweetness of that 
orange orb makes muffins and breads better, adds an autumnal accent to harvest-ravioli 
platters, and turns martinis into an irresistible treat. 
You read right: martinis. At Mistral, even the swank, dignified cocktail likes to dress up 
for the season. A sip of the pearly liquid is like a mouthful of cinnamon-spiced pumpkin 
pie drizzled with melted vanilla-bean ice cream (that’s thanks to the Godiva white- 
chocolate liqueur in the mix). The rim of the glass is kissed with cinnamon-sugar crystals, 
and the whole thing is topped off with a cinnamon stick, which makes a perfectly func- 
tional (emphasis on the “fun”) swizzle stick or straw. Use it for slurping at your own risk. 
Available for $9 at Mistral, 223 Columbus Avenue, in Boston. Call (617) 867-9300. 


— Liza Weisstuch 
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Great Wall Chinese 


Restaurant 


Good things come in 
unassuming packages 


Great Wall Chinese Restaurant could be 
more aptly called Hole-in-the-Wall, but then 
we'd be leaving out the Great — which, in 
this case, might well refer to the food. It’s a 
tiny place, tucked between a convenience 
store and a dry cleaner in Jamaica Plain. 
But though it’s easily missed — or possibly 
even avoided, due to its misleading appear- 
ance as just another mediocre Chinese joint 
— the fact is, the food is actually much bet- 
ter than the exterior suggests. 


The inside is white-walled 


offering only two tables and a large counter for 


take-out. As in most Chinese 


menu is huge, but the best thing is that most 
entrées come in your choice of either pint- or 
quart-size, so you won't find yourself ogling 


> DINING LISTINGS 


and brightly lit, 


restaurants, the 


the menu, wondering, Just how small is the 
small? \f you know your basic measurements and how hungry you are, you’re ready to order. 

For appetizers, go traditional. The scallion pancake ($3.25) is fried to flavorful perfec- 
tion, as is the crispy-yet-creamy crab Rangoon ($3.75) — and both are big enough to 
share. For the main dish, don’t miss the vegetable lo mein ($3.55/small; $5.5O/large), a 
simple combination of egg noodles and fresh Chinese vegetables so delicious it'll make 
you feel as though you’re eating lo mein for the first time. The kung po tofu 
($3.95/$6.50), one of Great Wall’s specialties, is a heartier mix of chunky fried tofu, broc- 
coli, snap peas, carrots, and water chestnuts, all tossed in a rich, nutty brown sauce with 
a slight kick. For meat lovers, the beef and broccoli ($5/$8.75) is the way to go: thin 
strips of tender beef and tons of fresh broccoli in a light, simple sauce. 

The dominant take-out counter and lack of table service make Great Wall primarily a 
take-it-home-with-you experience. While you wait for your order, you can watch it being 
made in the open kitchen — or, even better, call your order in. Because what makes Great 
Wall even greater is that it delivers. 

Great Wall Chinese Restaurant, located at 779 Centre Street, in Jamaica Plain, is open 
Tuesday through Sunday, from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Call (617) 522-0277. 


city, and the longest-lived, Ozcan Ozan’s 
lunchtime joint still feels fresh and novel 
after almost two decades in business. The 
atmosphere isn’t much — a take-out 
counter and some upstairs tables — but 
the skewered meats are electric, and the 
baba ghanoush is the best we’ve had in 
ages. Turkish soda and ayran (yogurt 
drink) are available for the full-immer- | 
sion experience. } 
VINALIA, 101 Arch St., Boston, (617) | 
737-1777. $9-$34 (lunch, $8-$18). “Vina- | 
lia” means wine festival, and is intended to | 
clone some of the excellences of the | 
Boston Harbor Hotel wine festivals and | 
the Meritage restaurant there. Since Mer- 
itage is a Nadeau favorite, he favors all 
copies, including this somewhat simplified | 
and cheaper version, especially the wine- | 
pairing menus, the fried clams, the seared | 
scallops and wood-grilled pork loin, and | 
the pumpkin cake. There are about 50 
wines by the glass, including dessert wines 
and spirits. A Financial District crowd uses 
the bar, so dress to walk right by and eat. 
LES ZYGOMATES, 129 South St., 
Boston, (617) 542-5108. $13-$24. This | 
bistro with a genuinely French feel has a 
wine-bar angle (the list of 40-odd wines | 
changes weekly), a jazz angle (nightly 
live music in one room), and a shameless- 
ly Gallic angle. The menu favors purism 
over culinary excitement, but the place 
has a buzz about it nonetheless. 


THE FENWAY 

EL PELON, 92 Peterborough St., Boston, 
(617) 262-9090. $2-$6. A tiny taqueria in 
the West Fenway channels the cheap-’n’- | 
fun spirit of West Coast burrito shops, but 
fuels it with the inventive energy of a 
chef who’s worked in some of the city’s 
high-end bistro kitchens. It’s hard to go 
wrong here, and at $3 to $5 an item, you 
might as well try it all. Don’t miss this. 
SOPHIA’S, 1270 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 351-7001. $15-$20. A big room with | 
drinks and entertainment serving Spanish- 
style tapas from early evening. Since no 
one in urban Spain dines until almost mid- 
night, we aren't too surprised that the place 
is pretty empty until about nine, and we 
aren't too proud to sneak in for baked avo- 
cado and shrimp in garlic sauce. 


JAMAICAPLAIN/ROSLINDALE 
BUKHARA, 701 Centre St., Jamaica 
Plain, (617) 522-2195. $10-$20. One of | 
the better Indian restaurants south of the 
Charles, and certainly the prettiest | 
restaurant in underserved Jamaica Plain, | 
Bukhara delights the neighborhood with 
excellent tandoori breads and meats, a 
nicely balanced chicken tikka masala, 











and a new menu of Southern Indian 
treats — especially Bombay potatoes and 
the handsome dosas. 


| JAKE’S BOSS BBQ, 3492 Washington 


St., Jamaica Plain, (617) 983-3701. $5- 


| $15. Veteran pitmaster Kenton Jacobs 


brings Texas smoked barbecue back to 
the inner city, in a handy location next to 
Doyle’s. Beef brisket and chopped (pork) 


| barbecue best show off the smoker, and 


don’t miss the smoke-enriched collards 
and cowboy beans. 


| WONDER SPICE CAFE, 697 Centre St., 


Jamaica Plain, (617) 522-0200. $8-$12. 


| Although the food is Cambodian, Thai, | 
| Japanese, and a little Korean, you want 
| the Cambodian dishes like saiko aing koe- 


ung (beef saté), sa-ngao mouen (clear 
spicy soup), loc lac (beef stir fry), or 
mango curry de legumes. 


KENMORE/BU 

AUDUBON CIRCLE, 838 Beacon St., 
Boston, (617) 421-1910. $7-$13. The 
second baby from the team behind Cam- 


| bridge’s Miracle of Science is a sleek, no- 


nonsense, wood-paneled room that pro- 
duces some of the best grilled food you 


can get in a bar: moist chicken slices | 


tossed over a salad, an amusing box of 
Chinese potstickers, seared rare tuna 
steak, a generous cheeseburger with the 
most flavorful home fries for miles. 

BOSTON BEER WORKS, 61 Brookline 


Ave., Boston, (617) 536-2337. $7-$17 | 
| (lunch, $5-$10). One of the city’s first 
| brewpubs, this lofty, neo-industrial space 


across from Fenway Park offers a large 
and changing selection of beers, from 
cask-conditioned ales to fruit novelties. 
Since our review, the menu has been 


| spruced up to include eclectic Americana 


like mako-shark skewers. 

ELEPHANT WALK, 900 Beacon St. 
(Audubon Circle), Boston, (617) 247-1500. 
$6-$23. Just a great restaurant, doing 
everything well. The Cambodian food, like 
somlah machou and amok de fruits de mer, 
is a whole level up from any other South- 
east Asian restaurant in the area. The 
French food is no longer just for cowards — 
it’s first-class nouvelle cuisine, with glori- 
ously beautiful and delicious desserts. 


| IL BICO, 468 Comm Ave, Boston, (617) 


375-0802. $10-$19 (lunch, $6-$9). Dine 
just below street level on Umbrian and 
Tuscan delights, especially al dente pas- 
tas, or go down another flight of stairs to 
the “bicoteca” for a glass of wine and a 
bico, or two, these being rolled Tuscan 
flatbreads like quesadillas, only with clas- 
sic Italian flavors. Very fine calamari, veal 
saltimboca, and imported desserts, spe- 


| cially the gelati and semi-freddi. 
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NICK DISTASO 


— Jennifer Cacicio 


| NORTH END 
| BRICCO, 241 Hanover St., Boston, 
(617) 248-6800. $21-$37. A stylish ex- 
periment in clean-tasting grilled Italian 
food — including a tapas-like “tastings” 
menu. The dishes don’t all reach their po- 
tential, but the cooking (pork-and-grape 
| skewers, giant seared gnocchi, dressed 
smelts) has verve to spare. One of the 
smoothest-looking rooms in the North 
End. Great wine list. 
CARMEN, 33 North Square, Boston, 
(617) 742-6421. $14-$23. A tiny bistro/ 
wine bar/tapas bar that has to pass as a 
Venetian trattoria in the North End. 
Among many small plates and appetizers, 
| the marinated mushrooms and grilled 
squid stand out. All of our entrées 
showed a sure hand with seasoning and 
basic flavors, perhaps most evident with 
duck breast and seared scallops. No 
| desserts, but only a few steps to an 
espresso bar or Mike’s Pastry. 
| MAURIZIO’S, 364 Hanover St., Boston, 
(617) 367-1123. $15-$24 (lunch, $7- 
$12). At street level, this is a spare, 
crowded trattoria with off-white walls; 
downstairs, it’s roomier and feels 
warmer, with exposed brick and a wine 
cellar. The menu is strong on bistro-ized 
versions of Italian standards; more inven- 
| tive dishes are hit-or-miss. 
| IL PANINO, 11 Parmenter St., Boston, 
(617) 720-1336. $7-$16. Traditional Ital- 
ian seafood and pasta dishes, nicely pre- 
pared and served by a staff that oozes 
| charm. A local favorite, as you can tell 
| from the line outside the door. 


| PREZZA, 24 Fleet St., Boston, (617) | 


227-1577. $19-$26. A North End new- 
comer with something unusual: buzz. 
Prezza attracts a well-dressed downtown 
crowd with its sleek bistro feel, 500-bot- 


trans-Mediterranean take on Italian food. 
Sculptural desserts — and they’re big, 
like public sculpture. 

SAGE, 69 Prince St., Boston, (617) 248- 
8814. $16-$28. A treasure trove of fine 
food in a small, understated room. Along 
with the herb after which the restaurant 
is named, chef Tony Susi is partial to local 


| broth, oven-roasted sausage with braised 
| cabbage and soft polenta. 


| TARANTA, 210 Hanover St., Boston, 


| floors dedicated to the cuisines below the 
| “meridione” across Naples and Sardinia. 


and peasant memories into something 
| entirely personal. Go with it, and order 
| the medieval combinations of sweet and 





tle wine list, and Anthony Caturano’s | 


sour, seafood and meat — but don’t skip 
the Easter cheesecake for dessert. (No 
lunch in wintertime.) 


SOUTH END 

ADDIS RED SEA, 544 Tremont St 

Boston, (617) 426-8727. $6-$15. Perhaps 
Boston’s most exotic dining experience, 
and certainly one of its most rewarding 
Spicy Ethiopian stews arrive on huge sour- 
dough pancakes as patrons sit on stools 
around woven tables. Be sure to start with 
a warm dip and the cottage cheese with 
red-pepper powder. Eating without silver- 
ware turns out to be easier than you think 
AQUITAINE, 569 Tremont St., Boston, 
(617) 424-8577. $19-$29. Seth Woods 
build on the success of Metropolis Café 
with this all-French bistro that reminds us 
how good foie gras and truffles can be 
Hanger steak and fries are so deeply 
flavored with truffle demiglace they seem 
almost cheap at $22; same for the duck- 
and-foie-gras ravioli (served only on 
Mondays). You'll barely recognize the old 
space of Botolph’s on Tremont, now sleek 
and dark and woody; the crowd is huge 
and so is the somewhat pricey wine list 
Also try the suburban outpost, Aquitaine 
Bis, in Chestnut Hill 

THE DISH, 253 Shawmut Ave., Boston, 
(617) 426-7866. $11-$17. Every neigh- 
borhood needs a restaurant like this tidy, 
chic corner bistro. The tables are a little 


| tight, and the food is more modest than 


what you find on nearby Tremont Street, 


| but then again so are the prices. Think 


Cajun meat loaf, pork medallions with 
baked apple, stuffed cubanelle peppers 
Think about hanging out at the bar and 
meeting half of Shawmut Avenue. Just 
don’t think about parking 

FRANKLIN CAFE, 278 Shawmut Ave 

Boston, (617) 350-0010. $9-$19. A hid 
den location, a modest sign, and a consid 
erable reputation for simple dishes with a 
twist of brilliance and it all works, 
nightly, for a variety of South Enders and 
knowing drive-ins. No desserts, which 
means there’s no reason to avoid the “side 
starch” dishes like garlic mashed potatoes 
HAMERSLEY’S BISTRO, 553 Tremont 
St., Boston, (617) 423-2700. $23-$39 
Casual French-inspired food with a dis- 
tinctly American and decidedly upscale 
accent: guests wear ties while the chefs 
wear baseball caps. Famed for duck 
confit, wild-mushroom-and-garlic sand- 
wich, and roast chicken with garlic, 
lemon, and parsley — an olfactory and 
culinary triumph. One of Boston's best 


enjoys beautifully grilled food, clever but 
not overbearing, in this long and cozy 
bistro. A duck confit sits atop a sauce of 
red wine and white raisins; tater tots are 
infused with truffle oil; the steamed 
Chilean sea bass comes wrapped in a 
huge banana leaf. The chef earned his 
stripes at Cambridge’s East Coast Grill, 
but the feel is pure South End. Also, try 
the connected Sister Sorel, next door 


THEATER DISTRICT 
FLEMING’S, 217 Stuart St., Boston, 
(617) 292-0808. $18-$50. A somewhat 
less expensive steak house with some- 
what more wine, by Peter Fleming of PF 
Chang’s. Loved the bread, coffee, and 
chicken, and adored the oversize wine- 
glasses. Hated the noise 

JACOB WIRTH, 37 Stuart St., Boston, 
(617) 338-8586. $10-$28. The recipe for 
warm potato salad dates from the 19th 
century, and how many restaurants can 
claim that? It’s good potato salad, too. Also 
check out the sausage plates, the wiener- 
schnitzel, and the 18 beers on tap at this 
cavernous relic of 19th-century German 
conviviality. Sing-alongs on Friday night 
PIGALLE, 75 Charles St. South, Boston, 
(617) 423-4944. $12-$40. A country 
French menu, maybe one Michelin star 
just off the highway. You'll want to dress 
up a little, although once the food comes 
out no one will notice anything else. On 
the opening menu, leek and goat cheese 
tart, vichyssoise with oysters, cassoulet, 
poached cod, Calvados apple tart, and 
fallen chocolate cake bring an Aquitaine- 
Hammersley’s approach against the big 
guns of Park Square 
TROQUET, 140 
(617) 695-WINE. $2 
wine bar, 
dining room. While many before or after 
theater will only want lates like 
the Sea Scallop Brandade, or the cheese 
plate and some wine, those with a full 
evening to spend will love the sirloin 
steak, roast lamb leg, potato gnocchi with 
wild mushrooms, and the fancy desserts 


Cambridge 


CENTRAL SQUARE 

CAFE BARAKA, 80 1/2 Pearl St. (Cam 
bridgeport), Cambridge, (617) 868-3951 
$12-$15. If North African food is the 
most underexplored Mediterranean cui 
sine in Boston, this tiny, inviting store 
front is the corrective. The “Ultimate Veg 
etable Platter” is essential; also check out 


Boylston St., Boston 
$38. A very great 
and a sneaky-excellent French 


small fj 


Spain’s not just known for its sangria. On December 15, from 5 to 
7 p.m., plan on being at 33 Restaurant & Lounge (33 Stanhope 
Street, Boston) for the Hot Off the Vine series, which this week fo- 


cuses on Spanish wines. Boston Wine Company sponsors the 
event, which is hosted by Mark Thomas Gavigan; executive chef 
Anthony Dawodu provides the culinary accompaniments. The cost 
is $20; call (617) 572-3311 for reservations and information. 





LAUREL, 142 Berkeley St., Boston, 
(617) 424-6711. $11-$17. Physically and 
culinarily, this is halfway between the in- 
novative South End bistros and luxurious 
verities of the Ritz/Aujourd’hui/Biba axis 
MASA, 439 Tremont St., Boston, (617) 
338-8884. $16-$30. The theme here is up- 
scale Mexican food, but this is really more 
of a snazzy American bistro with a hand- 
ful of Southwestern gestures, like blue 
tortilla strips in the caesar salad. Don't 
miss the wonderful, not-Mexican-at-all 
roast salmon. We don’t understand why 
an appetizer of three shrimps costs $13 
while a muscovy duck entrée is $19, but 
both of them taste good, and the airy ran 
cho-ish room is a different feel for Boston 
THE RED FEZ, 1222 Washington St., 
Boston, (617) 338-6060. $15-$18. The re- 
vived Red Fez updates the food and ambi- 
ence of the popular Sound End Middle 
Eastern restaurant of the ’40s-’70s, in a 
vastly larger and airier room. Old Fezzers 
will find the baba ganouj still the best 
around, and the new gentry will feast on 
grilled shrimp charmoula, muhammara, 
kefta skewers, and Turkish coffee with the 
Lebanese cookie plate, or even the entire- 
ly un-Lebanese berry martini (a non-alco- 
holic dessert). You could wear the same 
clothes you wore on a second date here in 


| 1973, but probably not the same haircut 
| ROUGE, 480 Columbus Ave., Boston, 
(617) 867-0600. $7-$24. Not cheap, but 


ingredients and novel combinations: New | 
England shellfish stew in lemongrass | 


cheaper than its parent, Tremont 647, 
Rouge is a subtle tribute to New Orleans. 
They don’t hammer the traditional dish- 
es, just refer to them in such genial, 
southern-inflected plates as the poached 
oysters “coubion,” fried green tomatoes, 


| braised veal cheeks (just do it, you won't 


(617) 720-0052. $15-$33. Two crowded | 


The chef combines high-cuisine elegance | 


regret it), knife-and-fork fried chicken, 
and lemon meringue tart. There’s no 
dress code, but the inside really is like 
New Orleans, so you could consider a lit- 
tle frippery or Mardi Gras beads 

TREMONT 647, 647 Tremont St., 
Boston, (617) 266-4600. $18-$26 
(brunch, $7-$14). A well-dressed crowd 





the decent skewered entrées and inspired 
desserts. Fans twirl overhead; the wait- 
staff is one guy; the chef pops out to chat 
CENTRAL KITCHEN, 567 Mass Ave 
Cambridge, (617) 491-5599. $16-$23. It 
was only a matter of time before Central 
Square, land of the dive bar and curry 
joint, got a hip bistro of its own. This one 
fits well, with a blue-tile a chalk- 
board list of excellent bar tapas, and ar 
adept menu of Mediterranean-tinged 


Dar, 


Americana from chef Gary Strack. Also 
check out the fine wine list 
LA GROCERIA, 853 Main St. (off Mas: 


Ave, between Kendall and Central), Cam 
bridge, (617) 497-4214. $10-$18 (lunct 
$6-$10). A local favorite serving 
Italian fare in a large, upbeat setting 
RANGZEN, 24 Pearl St., Cambridg« 
(617) 354-8881. $11-$13. Third Tibetan 
restaurant in greater Cambridge, and a 
great argument for this hearty cuisine 
The complimentary fried wafers, like no 
spice papadums, are fabulous, and so are 
all the fried appetizers. Rangzen also 
does well with soups and meaty entrées, 
but non-Tibetans may want to hike over 
to Toscanini’s for dessert 

SIDNEY’S GRILLE, 20 Sidney St. (Uni- 
versity Park Hotel), Cambridge, (617) 
494-0011. $18-$23. You're looking for a 
place to go with your parents near MIT 
This spiffy New American dining room is 
better than your average hotel restaurant, 
a lot more stylishly decorated, and not 
forbiddingly expensive. A hanger steak is 
$15; the lobster is $30. The people next 
to you all have notebook computers on 
their table, but you can’t blame the man- 
agement for that 

ZUZU, 474 Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 
864-3278, ext. 237. $7-$15. Between the 
two storefronts of the cheap and reliable 
old Middle East is a fancy new bistro that 
takes Lebanese food in Boston to some 
new levels, especially if you order the 
grilled kebab tastes, rock shrimp with 
falafel cakes, the Middle Eastern bouilla- 
baisse, or the lovely creme caramel. For a 


lassi 
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lighter meal, combine some small plates 
with one of the salads, and you'll still be 
able to dance the rest of the night away. 


EAST CAMBRIDGE 

B-SIDE LOUNGE, 92 Hampshire St 
Cambridge, (617) 354-0766. $14-$19. The 
new owners shined up this former dive bar 
just enough to make it feel safe for eating 
The surprise is how good the eating is: real- 
ly spiffy versions of home-cookin’ favorites 
like fried chicken and an oyster po’ boy 
sandwich. Plus there are quirky touches, 
like free hard-boiled eggs at the bar. 
BAMBARA, 25 Edwin H. Land Blvd., 
Cambridge, (617) 868-4444. $19-$27 
Bambara isn’t African, nor even an 
“American brasserie” as described. It’s the 
restaurant of a boutique hotel, the Hotel 
Marlowe, serving small, modern plates in 
a casual, expensive context. The ringer is 
that it’s right next to the CambridgeSide 
Galleria, making it ideal for a drink and 
snack, especially if you happen on the 
mussels, spring-vegetable stew, or the 
brilliant passion fruit creme brilée 
DESfiNA, 202 Third St., Cambridge, 
(617) 868-9098. $8-$18. Cute Greek cor- 
ner restaurant in the shadow of the Cam- 
bridge courthouse. Inexpensive straight- 
shot versions of Greek-American classics 
Don’t miss the electrically garlicky sko- 
rdalia, or the “saganaki OPA!” — a plate 
of flaming sheep’s-milk cheese 

THE HELMAND, 143 First St., Cam 
bridge, (617) 492-4646. $21-$30. Greater 
Boston’s first Afghan restaurant, and also 
one of the finest South Asian restaurants 
we have had. Serves dishes with a seam- 
less style in a beautiful setting with fine 
Vegetarians and meat-eaters will 
both be giddy with delight 


HARVARD SQUARE 
CASABLANCA, 40 Brattle St., Cam 
(617) 876-0999. $20-$24 (lunch, 
Chef Ruth-Ann Adams has 
taken the helm from Ana Sortun, who 
helped build this Harvard Square institu- 
tion into an impressive North 
African-inflected restaurant 

THE HARVEST, 44 Brattle St.. Cam 
bridge, (617) 868-2255. $24-$23. Meet 
the new Harvest, quite different from the 
old. The new one still focuses on New 
England foodstuffs, but the cheffery is 
professional and poised, the flavors in- 
triguingly sour, and the desserts make 
memories. Menu changes weekly. 

THE RED HOUSE, 95 Winthrop St 
Cambridge, (617) 576-0605. $13-$23 
The Red House makes a series of romantic 
settings out of an 1802 home in the heart 
of Harvard Square, and the food is reliably 
good, if not brilliant, in a New American, 
Mediterranean mode. Our highlights were 
roasted parsnip soup, cardamom-scented 
pork loin, and litchi sorbet. There’s also a 
small and so far undiscovered bar. 
RIALTO, 1 Bennett St. (Charles Hotel), 
Cambridge, (617) 661-5050. $20-$36 
Despite the Mediterranean name and 
format, it is the traditional French food 
that Hotel guests give the 
room an upscale and older crowd, but a 
less formal tone than you might expect 
lets everyone enjoy 

TEMPLE BAR, 1688 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 547-5055. $13-$20. Outra- 
geously popular yupscale bar. Amid oak, 
leather, and vintage posters, Harvard Law 
kids and their profs mingle with hip young 
Cantabrigians and middle-aged bookish 
types who still populate the neighborhood 
The menu has improved significantly with 
a new chef, and who has tumed its focus 
more to quality rather than quantity. There 
are inventive dishes to be had, and stand- 
outs in the pasta arena 

WEST SIDE LOUNGE, 1680 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 441-5566. $14-$22. The 
poshification of the Harvard-Porter neigh 
borhood continues with this little bistro 
Quite competent Mediterranean food, light 
on the meat, and a cozy bar that nicely 
walks the line between stylish and friendly 


INMAN SQUARE 
ARGANA, 1287 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 868-1247. $14-$24. If there 
are hit songs, maybe there are hit restau- 
rants, and Argana feels like the summer 
hit of 2002. Exotic Moroccan food and 
décor mix with Euro-techno sounds to 
evoke both the ancient world and present 
moment. Get the mixed appetizer mazza 
plate, cous cous Argana, anything with 
lamb, and the mint sorbet for dessert 
EAST COAST GRILL, 1271 Cambridge 
St., Cambridge, (617) 491-6568. $14- 
$26. Enlarged and leaning now toward 
premium fresh seafood, but still the great- 
est place with the least pretense for barbe- 
cue, grilled meat, soulful side dishes, and 
super-spicy hot dishes, clearly labeled. 
MIDWEST GRILL, 1124 Cambridge St., 
Cambridge, (617) 354-7536. $17.95- 
$22.95. The Brazilian contribution to bar- 
becue is churrasco rodizio, which translates 
to a lot of meat for less than $20. Roasting 
spits are brought to your table: pork, beef, 
chicken, lamb, and more, in endless rota- 
tion. Other Brazilian specials are good, too, 
and the vibe is unfailingly friendly. 
OLE MEXICAN GRILL, 11 Springfield 
St., Cambridge, (617) 492-4495. $15-$22 
This is about as good as Mexican cooking 
gets in Boston: the fresh things are fresh, 
Continued on page 32 
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impresses 








> DINING LISTINGS 


Continued from page 31 

the fried things are crunchy, and the cook- 
ng of Oaxaca and Veracruz comes through 
without a lot of cheesy Texas interference 
The vibe is cheerful and lively, probably 
thanks to the excellent Mexican beer list 
ind totteringly full margaritas 

SWEET CHILI, 1172-1178 Cambridge 
St., Cambridge, (617) 864-4500. $7-$16 
At the time of our review, Sweet Chili was 
serving the best sushi we’d ever had in 
Cambridge. Japanese appetizers are good 
too. Ironically, the Thai food at this prima 
rily Thai restaurant is the weakest link 


KENDALL SQUARE/MIT 

THE BLUE ROOM, One Kendall Sq., 
Cambridge, (617) 494-9034. $18-$24. A 
quietly great Cambridge restaurant, es- 
pecially for desserts. Owner Steve John 
son respects the space’s eclectic heritage 
of seafood, big flavors, and live fire, but 
adds a French bistro sub-theme to its 
post-peasant dishes. Excellent service of 
wines by the glass and uniquely correct 
tea service. Fierce Sunday brunch 
MIRACLE OF SCIENCE, 321 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 868-2866. $3-$10. A 
loud bar full of alternative rock and two- 
tone music, not too many MIT jokes. But 
great grilled skewers, each with tortillas 
and its own lively, creative condiment on 
the side. Also fabulous burgers with real 
roast potatoes. Young, cool-looking crowd 
SALTS, 798 Main St., Cambridge, (617) 
876-8444. $18-$28. This tiny space has 
been home to a series of inventive bistros 
over the years, and the current occupant 
is charming and consistent. The food is 
New American with an Eastern European 
influence; when we visited in the fall, that 
meant excellent Ukrainian dumplings 
with a lovely roasted lamb loin 


NORTH CAMBRIDGE 

ASPASIA, 377 Walden St., Cambridge, 
(617) 864-4745. $22-$28. Who says size 
matters? This tiny room bangs out bistro 
food that would do a downtown restau- 
rant proud. The mostly Mediterranean 
flavors are big but not overblown: a 
sharp, crisp salad of pear and endive 
leads into a meal of truffled risotto or 
grilled rack of lamb. Coffee at the end 
comes in a little French press. Cute. 
FRANK’S STEAK HOUSE, 2310 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 661-0666. $8-$20 
The oldest steakhouse in Massachusetts, 
as far as anyone knows. After a period as a 
blond-wood °70s eatery, this has trans- 


formed partway back to the dark red-meat 
emporium it was when Tip O’Neill hung 
out here. You can certainly order chicken 
but be warned: the motto is “Home of the 
Boneless Sirloin Sizzling Platter.’ 


PORTER SQUARE 

BUZKASHI, 2088 Mass Ave, Cambridge, 
(617) 876-8664. $11-$17. Cambridge’s 
second-best Afghan restaurant is still very 
good, especially if you like things a little 
spicier, or want to bring in your own beer 
and wine (no license). Don’t miss the veg 
etarian aushak appetizer, anything with 
spinach or pumpkin, the dwopiaza ver- 
sion of grilled lamb in sauce, or the rice 
pudding. As at the Helmand, there is lots 
for vegans here, some of it quite good 


AQUITAINE BIS, 11 Boylston Street 
(lower Chestnut Hill Mall), Chestnut Hill, 
(617) 734-8400. $19.50-$30. Aquitaine at 
the lower Chestnut Hill Mall has the same 
format and faves as the popular South End 
bistro, and will be just as big a hit. If you 
missed the first 170 years of America’s 
love of French food, you can catch right up 
with Belgian endive salad, gruyére tart, 
steak frites, seared duck steak, warm 
chocolate pudding cake, chocolate 
mousse, and caramelized bread pudding. 
Dress up a little — it’s a French restaurant 
CHINATOWN SEAFOOD RESTAU- 
RANT, 1306 Beacon St. (Coolidge Cor- 
ner), Brookline, (617) 232-9580 and 
(617) 739-2577. $10-$14. Yup, darn 
close to Hong Kong seafood in landlocked 
Brookline. The former Noble House has 
linen tablecloths and an intriguing wine 
list, but don’t be afraid to get down with 
a whole steamed fish, lobster, or crab 
with ginger and scallion, or the surpris- 
ingly well-executed “five delights in 
nest.” On the turf side, a handy Peking 
duck, stir-fried pea stems two ways, and 
good chow foon plates 

GINZA, 1002 Beacon St. (Audubon Cir- 
cle), Brookline, (617) 566-9688. $11-$44 
Arguably the best sushi bar in Boston, cer- 


tainly one of the most avant-garde, yet | 


well-grounded in tradition, as evidenced 
by the more than 20 brands of sake, the 
wide range of cooked appetizers, and the 
solid tempura and teriyaki. Somewhat 
random service won't bother those who 
come in expecting to share tastes. 

JAE’S GRILL, 1223 Beacon St., Brook- 
line, (617) 739-0000. $9-$20. For those 


Thought you'd never see Excelsior (272 Boylston Street, Boston) in 
daylight? Now is your chance. Through December 23, from noon to 
2 p.m., the restaurant will be open for lunch, with a special three- 
course holiday menu featuring such dishes as winter-vegetable 
bisque, steak frites, wild Pacific salmon, and lemon-mousseline 
torte. Reservations are required; call (617) 426-7878. 





familiar with Jae’s hip, inexpensive Asian- 
fusion menus, it may seem like he has 
taken over a steakhouse and doesn’t want 
to offend the old clientele. The good news 
is you can get Jae’s flavors in the appetiz- 
ers, and your elderly aunt from Peoria can 
order off the entrée list. Also a swell raw 
bar/wine bar. Now serving sushi. 
KAYUGA, 1030 Comm Ave, Brookline, 
(617) 566-8888. $10-$15 (lunch, $6- 
$12). Yet another Japanese-Korean sushi 
bar, but more authentic than most. We 
liked the sushi better than the sashimi, 
and also the lunchtime bento box, the 
delicate gyoza, the cooked entrées, and 
the achingly sweet mochi ice cream for 
dessert. Dress as you are, and grab the 
semi-private screened rooms, with wells 
below the low tables so you don’t have to 
fold your legs and stress the knees. 
WASHINGTON SQUARE TAVERN, 
914 Washington St. (Washington Square), 
Brookline, (617) 232-8989. $16-$19. 
Loud and dark, with very effective food 
either with or without beer and wine 


Don’t miss anything roasted, nor the pilaf- | 


type dishes. There are no desserts, but 
there’s a bakery across the street 

ZAFTIGS, 335 Harvard St. (Coolidge 
Corner), Brookline, (617) 975-0075. $7- 
$13. Despite the name, a very un-nostal- 
gic, postmodern kind of delicatessen with 
generally excellent food and very reason- 
able desserts. Un-nostalgic means low-fat 


pastrami, chicken soup, and such, but also | 


glorious corned beef, whitefish salad not 
to have to die for, and house-baked 
desserts. Breakfast is served all day. 


| 


BAKER’S BEST, 27 Lincoln St. (Newton 
Highlands), (617) 332-4588. $8-$22. 
The wildly popular caterer and lunch spot 
has added a five-night bistro, and this is 


good news for palate and wallet. Daily 
fish and pasta specials have been superi- 
or, with crab cakes and a “signature” 
meat loaf every night. Excellent coffees 
and deli-style desserts. 

THE CHEESECAKE FACTORY, 300 
Boylston St. (Atrium Mall), Newton, 
(617) 964-3001. $9-$27. The Chestnut 
Hill Atrium Mall’s version of a 34-unit 
nationwide chain, the Cheesecake Facto- 
ry brings a bit of Beverly Hills Egypto- 
deco to what is really an updated Jack 
and Marion’s, a giant deli. Everything 


imaginable is on the menu in portions | 


you'll have to take home, so one strategy 
might be to have a big appetizer like the 
Vietnamese summer rolls and split some- 
thing like a Kahlia-almond-fudge 
cheesecake. 

CHUNG SHIN YUAN, 183 California 


well-dressed people eating pretty posh 
food — soups and seared sea scallops 
were some early winners and feeling 
rather Parisian. Although you find it 
across from the West Newton Cinema, a 
meal at Lumiére is so far too serious to 
add to an evening of film-going. Closed 
until evening. 


| 


DALI, 415 Washington St., Somerville, 
(617) 661-3254. $19-$25 (entrées); $3- 
$7.50 (tapas). A rare (and crowded) out- 
post for Spanish-from-Spain cooking 
Tapas capture the tone and savor of the 
original, from slices of potato omelet and 
fresh anchovy fillets to garlicky potato 
salad and sautéed portobello mushrooms. 
Starting at $3.50 a pop, you can afford to 
experiment. 

DIVA, 246 Elm St. (Davis Square), 
Somerville, (617) 629-4963. $10-$17. 
It’s flashy and it’s pricey. The high points 
are the tasty grilled specials and the best 
lassi we’ve ever had, but otherwise this 
new restaurant from the owners of Kash- 
mir is more good than exceptional — and 
plagued, at least initially, with service 
problems. Still, a great interior counts for 
something, as does sidewalk seating in 


| summertime. 


EVOO, 118 Beacon St., Somerville, 


| (617) 661-3866. $19-$28. Chef Peter Mc- 


St., Newton, (617) 964-0111. $8-$14 | 


(brunch). Weekdays, this is another run- | 


of-the-mill Mandarin/Szechuan restau- 
rant. But the Taiwanese brunch here on 


Saturdays and Sundays is Newton's best- | 


kept secret. Line up by 11:15 for the 
11:30 opening and enjoy jellyfish salad 
(better than it sounds), steamed pork 
dumplings, and fried bread dipped in a 
bowl of sweet soy milk. 

KOUZINA, 1649 Beacon St. (Waban), 
(617) 558-7677. $15-$24. Is it a bistro? Is it 
a family restaurant? What is a trained chef 
doing with Greek dishes out in Waban? 


Carthy, late of the Bostonian Hotel, bold- 


ly opens Somerville’s most expensive | 
| how much fun Italian restaurants used 


restaurant and the foodie stampede be- 


gins. When he’s on, he’s on: lobster- | 
pumpkin bisque, tea-smoked, mint-cured | 


lamb rack, and grilled Maine salmon fillet 
all show spark and substance. But the 
fast-and-loose approach to ethnic idioms 
means the food isn’t always as consistent 
as the sculptural presentation would have 


| you believe. 


| ORLEANS, 65 Holland St. 


Well, making some neat dinners where the | 
| kids can have a pizza or pasta entrée and 
| the gourmets can bliss out on codfish cakes, 
| porterhouse lamb chops, seafood cannel- | 
| loni, a great bread pudding, and chocolate 


pot de créme to end ’em all. 

LUMIERE, 1293 Washington St., West 
Newton, (617) 244-9199. $20-$29. For 
something described as a bistro, Lumiére 
looks and sounds the part, but aspires to 
finer food and prices. So we see pretty 


(Davis | 


Square), Somerville, (617) 591-2100. | 


$12-$19 (lunch, $6-$12). Large, loose 
bar with rather good food, especially the 
seafood appetizers, the duck two ways, 
and the fresh fruit desserts. You can sit 


| like in a restaurant, sit on couches like in 
a bar, or sit up high at café tables, and | 
food will be served regardless. Orleans is | 


pretty dark, but might be even nicer if 
people dressed up more. 


REDBONES, 55 Chester St. (Davis 


Square), Somerville, (617) 628-2200. $6- | 


$18 (lunch, $4-$7; all-you-can-eat ribs 
and chicken, $7-$9). Big food for big 


guys. Loud and bright and legendary for 
barbecued, grilled, and smoked things, 
hoofed or otherwise. The Arkansas ribs 
are phenomenal; so are the Buffalo 
shrimp. Try the corn pudding to start 
The wait is long but worth it. Cash and 
checks only. 

VINNY’S AT NIGHT, 76 Broadway 
(Sullivan Square), Somerville, (617) 
628-1921. $11-$25. Behind a conven- 
ience store called Vinny’s Superette 
lurks this den of pure East Somerville 
underworld cool. Great chops and pro- 
fuse pasta served on red-and-white- 
check tablecloths, and more antipasti 
than you can shake a stick at. Try the 
amazing pork chop in vinegar-pepper 
sauce. 


BLUE GINGER, 583 Washington St., 
Wellesley, (781) 283-5790. $19-$34. 
Ming Tsai’s celebrity hasn't ruined Blue 
Ginger, just made it a little harder to get 
in. The real mark of class is superior 
service that makes everyone comfortable 
and confident with the unfamiliar menu. 
Once you're in, stick with the signature 
Asian-fusion dishes like the foie gras 
shumai and the spectacular Chilean sea 
bass, since some of the experiments are 
over-cheffed. Save room for superior 
desserts. 

CAMPANIA, 504 Main St., Waltham, 
(781) 894-4280. $16-$35. Remember 





to be, before the experts ruined them? 
Campania, named for the province 
around Naples, is all that — with better 
desserts. It does get expensive, but you 
won't be disappointed by the excellent 
wood-grilled and roasted meats, seafood 
specials and pasta dishes, and anything 
creamy or chocolate or both. Old-style 
jumbled décor and hearty volume. 
CARAMBOLA, 663 Main St., Waltham, 
(781) 899-2244. $6-$20 (lunch, $6-$10). 
Rather posh, rather refined, completely 
delicious version of Cambodian home- 
style cooking as it might have been in an 
affluent home. The Perry family of Ele- 
phant Walk fame have focused on this 
purely Cambodian (except well-selected 
wines and desserts) restaurant worth a 
trip to Waltham from anywhere east of 
Phnom Penh. Order from each of five cat- 
egories, but don’t miss the spring rolls and 
the carambola salad among the grilled de- 
lights and light curries. 
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MISTRESS RACHEL 


Beautiful and strict cinnamon 
goddess, seeks true submis 
Sive, pig slut who craves Own 
ership with enforced chastity 

Must be available days, as 
needed, to serve this ebony vix 
en. 19239 (exp 2/3/5) 


BLACK BBW SEEKS WM 

am 55 with short dark hair 
dark eyes, and dark skin, easy 
going, funny, and never mar 
fied. | am looking to meet and 
date a white single, divorced or 
widowed white male only. like 
a man who is funny, intelligent 

ctionate, easy going playtul 
and looking “fo find a 






date for a real relation 
ship, possibly leading to LTR 
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CUM ON ME 
| am looking for people | can 
kick it with who can really turn 


me on in every way! | am look 
ing for someone who is not 
scared in bed that can just let 
the animal come out and try 
new things. 9765 (exp 12/23) 


SHE NEEDS MORE 

m voluptuous woman 
needs attention due to hus 
band's physica problem. My 
very attractive, sexy wife is in 
need of fulfillment that | can no 
longer provide. Looking for 
steady dates with well hung 
gentieman. 1318 (exp 1/6/5 


1AM GORGEOUS 
just wanted to try this. | love 
dark ski nned guys have a 
great ass dark, and 
yummy ay someone who 
doesn't do this a lot, but maybe 
tried it cause they were bored 
like me. 1352 (exp 1/6/5) 


GENTLEMEN: 
Are you searching for a c 
panion playmate. mi str ? 
Open-minded, discreet, very at 
tractive female is 
you. Be mature 
ous. Sincere replies 


1173 (exp 1/13/5) 


WATCH ME WATCH YOU 

If you are hot, sexy and adven 
tufous my beautiful blue 
want ta watch you play. | a 
voyeuristic WF, 34, 5'2”. if you 
like to be watched then please 
eave me a message. & 4437 
exp 1/13/5) 



















| WANT TO BE YOUR 
KEYHOLDER 




















YOUR pAcAM GIRL IS 
sedis WAITING 
odel-type figure 







ger entlemen 
appointed 


A’ BRIEF ENCOUNTER 
am a a 90rg geous brunette. p 

tite, wit tight body go 
mountain biking daily) ke To 
eee people arid have fun. | en: 
joy nts out candlelit dinners 
and. t laxin ng NM @ jacuzzi tub 
Seeking financially sec 
tleman: Sincerity and | 
are a definite plus. 83628 (exp 


1/27/05 


WHAT AM | DOING? 
| have no idea what | am doing 
here - |. am pretty much a loner 
by choice 39 an artist this is 









pretty much a Given. but | have 
these urges ove independent 
and intelligent 0 
d respond if you do 
of are looking for some 
ey your bills be your 
mommy. & 1234 (exp 2/1( 


SUBS WITCH JOKING 


Very large breasted, 56-year 
old’ woman Uninhibited and 
sensual, | am into bondage, D 
$, edge play. Lookin: for a 1 
Hong oye open-minded 50-60 
year Old man who will try any- 
thing. 1031 (exp 2/10/05 


COME FIND ME 
24 yr old, 5'7", foxy brunette 
with’ perfect breasts seeks a tall 
an -haired man into bondage 
of my main fetishes In 
Sudes biting, but I'm very open- 
minded afd want to indul 
your fantasies as well 
(exp 2/10/05) 


MISTRESS ANGELINA 
domina seeking sub 
e for lifestyle play. 24/7 
submissive welcome. & 
9232 ‘exp 12/30 
ATTRACTIVE We BOrOM 
ASSER 


am a 25 eth old BISWF who 
has been wanting to explore my 
submissive side. | am inexperi 
enced but would love to try role 
play, (particularly authority 
punishment and resistance 
scenes) bondage, verbal 
abuse. Very open to learning 
and trying few things. Looking 
for som@one 25-35, exper 
enced in the S/M scene, open 
minded, safe, and trust worthy 















® gs 
5 =< 





Fun personality a must! 81179 
exp 2/3/05: 
LARGE MEN AND DOCTORS 


| have these constant fantasies 
of being a catholic school gin & 
the older men in my life intro 
duce me to sex thfough pun 
igh ment for a missed homework 
gonrenent also like the idea 
that'my care giver would bring 
to the doctdrs for a check up 
would be fully examine 

be | would need an ene- 
ma? I'd love to be had by 3-5 
men; every hole accounted for 
You must be able to take con- 
trol and feel comfortable in the 
role. 1184 (exp 2/3/05 









Mon - Fri 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 









GIRL NEXT DOOR 





To 


_ WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO 


black 











HOT WET BRIT GIRL 
e college student 
d, 24. few to B 














roughly every which way we 

car dream up. Sex with sfrang 
a bio tum on for me 
MisTRESS SCARLET 


Enter the den of this bodacio 
dominant SWF, 45 
hair and green eyes 
acquainted with my wardrob 





my sweet tea bing 





S 
ready | to obey my every. co 
mand. Taste my Cream ti u 
want to scream. Will train you 
oss dressers/foot 
come. @9688 (exp 








Attract xy SWF, 32, 5'5 
baste, ette Body, 34C. Seeks 
SWM, 30+, for reciprocal ora 
fun feceible A. Enjoys exhi 
bitionism. 84089 (exp: 12 


05) 

















ORALLY PLEASE ME 

1 am a sexy 32 yr old MWF with 
nice breasts and long golde 

s. My Sex life has been lack 

1g in recent years - | love re 
ceélvi g oral but my husband 
thinks Ws dirty. | have a beaut 
ful shaven haven and would 
love for someone to appreciate 
1. Reciprocation offered. inter 
est in possible further sexua 
exploration. %9566 (exp 1/18 


5 








CHARMING BEAUTY 
7-year-old single student/ad- 
ministrative assistant in SE 
Mass area. | enjoy fine dining 
shopping, long drives by the 
fn, Motor yachting, tund 
raising events feeding. my vo 
raciouS appetite for reading and 
at the end of the day a hof soak 
in @ steaming bubbiebath after 
a professional hot rock mas 
sat m interested in taking up 
gol and joining a health club 
you're a mature. distingui 
entieman, 45-85, live in/t 












sone 


iO My area have the same life 
style 
ady 


do, want { 
and you are looking 





share ft with a 
to 








BIGGER THE BETTER 
Sexy, dark-eyed female, 24 
Q1 dark ski nned, 140ibs 


turned on by @ well-built man 





30-45 f be well-endowed 
6"+, also romantic, N/S.%9237 
exp. 1/7 





atuit 























To listen or respond, 


cal 900-787-0814 


Call costs $2.89/minute. Must be 18+. 
Metro Boston? Call 617.976.7587 


Erosphere section in our weekly ‘Adult’ supplement Mw 


ORAL FOR THE LADIES ON A REGULAR BASIS 











exp f a 4 01 


WIFE WON'T GET ON HER 
KNEES? 


Many of the ads in this yan ) 
section are Courtesy of ANCE W W SEX 





A web site where men meet 
men. For complete profiles 
; , and photos go to 
y ' www.m4m-usa.com 
t NICE AND EASY This site has one purpose 

t andsor to help you get off now 


“ORAL 4 WOMEN 4 mast 





o 
=] 





SMILE AND SAY “YES 





KEEP IN SHAPE? 


Tt x 


FIREMAN IN NEED OF FIRE 





c) 


SEXY CROSSDRESSER 





CRUEL LANDLORD 
9 SEX OR LOVE 
f w EXTREMELY Bi- 
‘ = CURIOUS, MARRIED 


DISCREET AFFAIR 


9 


ROBINSON CRUSOE 


HUSBAND QUALITY 





TOTAL BOTTOM B's amon 











) 





WANT MORE? CHECK 
OUT THE EXTENDED 
EROSPHERE MSM 
SECTION ONLINE AT 
http://classifieds 
bostonphoenix.com: 
ads.asp 
AND SELECT 
EROSPHERE! 


WHATEVER vou UKE 


what | like 









WORK ME OVER; 
BEND ME OVER 


SWM, 42, wealthy doctor 


Harvard grad, 5°10 





LET'S GIVE EACH OTHER 
PLEASURE 





wed 





well-e: 





NH, wi 





travel. 9848 (exp 


HOOTIN BLANKS 










SWM Bisexual, 35 
brown. into yoga, mart al aris SMOKE N LEATHER 
movies, books, adult $ SO female friend who wi 


es, most outdoor activities dulge my appreciation for sex 
May-Nov. Seeks Asian or white woihen who enjoy weat ng 
non Hispanic male or female black leather and smoke! 
18-35. |'m infertile, so flexible and unatiacied, | 





m per 















fect if you don't want kids. & dancing. dinners, banc 
391 (1/20/5) many Other interests WILLING AGAIN a WHEN | WANT T 

20) your favorite sexy black leather WM. in shape, very willing to try am Greenuae 

CHRISTMAS BILLS ver and high heels and give t with a man agair By 
Have got you down? If you're a ea call! SWPM, 43, 5°8 ng fun, so | am someth 
trim cOed, grad student or sin blonde/blue. Have fun!® someone that 9 don ela. 
gle S generous 50 y/o 9559(exp:12/17) don't’ play mind and tionship, | just want able 1 
gentleman “would like to méet = don't lead pe her RF er ayaa nt it 
for mutually rewarding times. Enriched friendship: Caring ap bsng Mr Nida 
1254/exp: 12/30) friendly man, trim. well pre 1356 (exp 1/6/5 


served 50s, imaginative Seeks 
nicely proportioned woman 


oun 


Bio blue eyed. SWM loc 
Bionde, Diue eye VM y ers okay bi-week 
Talk, Touch pleasure you. Mod 


ing for large women ove 


THE RIGHT WOMAN 










































Ibs. | love Yo please you. Large aes WARD. Faoeere YOU: 
breasts, large ass. All calls an erate additional compensation 
swered. | can't wait! 21262 78464 (exp 9/02/05 
‘exp 12/24) 
FOR WOMEN ONLY 
pe Ally BORED HUSBAND you're a discriminating wom that just w 
Mid 40's, 5'8", brown hair and an who craves passionate kiss oe eee 
eves lean build, looking for es and gentle caresses, enjoys a Tne 
some discreet We strings action — ing “sensual massages and and more 
on the side. Must enjoy oral faplurous Cunnilingus, yearns to 
oth 9 ving and receiv ving, have all your erotic desires, tan CURIOUS FOR FUN 
1108 1728/5) ai ° tasies, and lustful needs fulfilled guy, very cu 
by a caring, sensitive, skillful, at 
téntive lover, read on... |m a 
Asian Poe oy BEAUTY or . handsome (will e-mail ph oys watching 
ous interlude by 9 ching clean-cut, disease, free g in. 1319 (exp 1/6/5 
plexio anal ent, professionally educated 
telbereeg ned aint ine Bnd employed SWM (34 NEED TO BE TAUGHT 
professional WM 07 (exp 180Ibs. black/hazel) pA t ‘ 
1/13/5 ovide you safe encounters of - 
yy with no. strings FPS SIMPLE, | WANT SEX 
S&M PARTNER ched Your privacy arid d eed 10 get off, no matier what 
nt, attractive, healthy cretion assured. Your limits re time of day or where it is, | just 
professional, DWM spected, always open to need it, | know you kno also |i 
seeks 5 supmisgive exhibitionist suggest ions/instructions mean! | just want sion. | 
or mutually sup eater £0 free sex, with bisexua 
onship 1107 SE wants to get off a enced 
t! 1350 (exp 1/6/5 1128 (exp 1/6/05 


Persona 






















Phoenix 





IS 






WWW.erosphere.com 


To listen or respond using your credit card, 


cal 800-314-7958 


Selo 


™m 


- 


EXPERIENCED, CREATIVE TOP T'S MEET FOR SOME FUN 





a2 


[ at ATTRACTIVE Bi MALE FOR 
el x COUPLE 


ARE YOU A SEXY WOMAN? We ee. someM 


LATE BLOOMER IS NOW COUPLES 
READY 
BB ay ‘ B4 
. FREE SWING PARTIES 
COMING OUT 


WANNA PLAY? BLISSFUL PLAY 


BEGIN NEW FRIENDSHIPS 


CUTE LIL SUBBIE 


GRRRL SEEKS | e 
MISTRESS 





COLLEGE GIRL 


BI-CURIOUS 






























PATIENTLY WAITING 





EX-NEW YORKERS 





SEDUCE US 





FANTASIES ARE FUN 


let's ac’ yd 

















HAgMa ad 







_ HOT YOUNG DOMME 


0 


TELL ME WHAT TO DO 


MY FIRST TIME 








OPEN-MINDED 


NINA THE SEXY TV 





WOMAN OR TS 
USE ME 
OVER 8 








GOT SMALL MEAT? 
ISRAEL| WOMAN SKS 
SLAVE 

X ady 
PONY FOR SALE 
rt 


BOSTON MASTER 
_ SEEKS STUDENTS 











7866(ex 


LIGHTS-CAMERA-ACTION 





GUYS SPANKED 
ad, 48. over my knee 
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ph THE BOSTON Sl 


Hersoild 


WWW. phoenixpeople.com 


To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 


To listen and respond 


617-450-8620 


using your credit card call 
from any phone. 





M - Male e F - Female « S - Single « D - Divorced Wi - Widowed « G - Gay @ Bi - Bisexual ¢ W - White ¢ B - African American/Black ¢ H - Hispanic ¢ A - Asian ¢ J - Jewish ¢ C - Christian « D/D-free - Drug+Disease Free ¢ WLTM - Would Like To Meet 


# HOW SOON IS NOW? 


SWF, 37, blonde/blue, curvy, intel- 
and attractive, living in 
Enjoys movies, cultural 
outings, seeking SWM, non-smok- 
er, 30-42 years in age, who's is 
progressive, educated, cultured 
and can think outside of the box 
507213 
TRUE COLORS 

Down-to-earth SWF, 44, 5’5”, non- 
smoker, artist, enjoys movies 
music, dining out, and beach- 
walking. Seeking laid-back, easy- 
going SWM, 35-60, non-smoker 
for casual dating, possible long- 

: Honesty a 














term relat hit 
must! #8257882 
FRIENDS AND FUN 


Canadian and Native 








526723 

CHAN INTELLECT 
1960s counter-culture, non-mate 
inconventional 
58 old years iu: No credit cards 
halleging tete-a-tete, flexible 
uncrossed 
eyes, spiritually evolved, non- 
gov't/chem dependent. 79528501 

THE MAGIC NUMBER IS TWO 

ntant, mother of 
rking, movies, din 

seeking a SBM 

ip and possible 

ship. #512142 
SEEKING SOULMATE 
female 

f my life 
iding read- 
So 





rialistic, ec 





appropriate teeth 


SBF. 34, ac 









enjoys 


Maving 
ving 












re. 537768 
VERY PRETTY BLONDE 








DWPF, 58, seeks outgoing, com- 
patible, a tleman 
90-69, whe ucated, financial- 
y/emotic and has 
many inte )15 





SEARCHING 
Attractive DWF, 5'2”, N/S, brown. 
hazel, affectionate, c 
ture, enjoys life and m varied 
interests, and wants to share it 
with that special attractive SWM 
5-69, friends, maybe lovers. North 
Shore. 4478437 
BODYGUARD 
Needed. Young female, mid 20s 
would like to interview with the per- 
fect man to see if it's mutual. I'm 
very attractive. | enjoy intelligence 
and challenges. #9531844 
GIFT WRAP NOT NECESSARY 
Loving and being loved is the 
greatest gift of all. Cute, passion- 
ate, widowed WF, seeks spirited 
Santa, 59+. with whom to enjoy 
the holidays. 47267095 
SKY'S THE LIMIT 
SF, young 57, blue eyes, enjoys 
musical theater, fine dining, all 
types of music, jazz, dancing 
working out, seeking compatible 
SM, 53-60, for dating and possible 
relationship. 47526110 
ALOT TO OFFER 
Funny SWF, 56, 5'7”, blonde. 
hazel, medium build, smart, hon- 
est, loves to walk, read, watch 
movies, seeks SM, 50-62, who 
isn't afraid to laugh. 4513541 
MATURE TALL BLONDE 
Tall, blonde, attractive older fe- 
male, seeking an intelligent, heal- 
thy, good-looking SM, 60-75, for 
fun and adventure. T525368 
EASYGOING 
WWF, 67, 5’2”, 120Ibs, brown/ 
brown, likes movies, eating out 
and traveling, long drives. Seeking 
someone for companionship and 
maybe more, WWM, 65-68, hon- 
est, outgoing, trustworthy with a 
sense of humor. 49556270 
WHY NOT 
Kind, passionate, warm, fun-loving 
SWPF, 34, loves sports, dining, 
and more. Seeking SWM, 32-42 
who is secured, kind and healthy 
for friendship or more. %%489997 
DOWN-TO-EARTH, PRETTY 
Smart, kind SWF, adventurous 
and spunky. Interests are traveling, 
sailing, swimming, music, art, non- 
fiction and human rights issues. 
Seeking unconventional SM, 40- 
with integrity and compassion 
Non-smoker, no drugs. 4930307 
SEEKING RENAISSANCE MAN 
n-loving, tall, slender, forty 
F, Pats fan, seeks 
SM, 47-57, who 

















adventure 





enjoys the outdc 5, the world of 
ideas, comedy, reading, science 
azz and cuddling. If you run with 
the wolves, enjoy a good sword 








pondering the spiral 


5 meet for 








flee 528308 
| WOULD DATE ME!! 


livorced 








NATURAL BEAUTIFUL 
Sexy, professional female, 33 
Gemini, non-smoker, divorced, 
with one teen. Looking for some- 
one who is well educated, roman- 
tic, and likes to have fun. | like all 
kinds of films and music. If you 
would like to chat, contact me 
7461047 
FRIENDSHIP 
A warm SJF, love learning, ideas. 
Judaism, spiritual growth, compar- 
ative religion and philosophy, clas- 
sical and world music. Seek new 
friends for learning, creativity. 
mutual support, growth. P5328 16 
30-SOMETHING? 
30-something professional female. 
web developer/designer, black/ 
brown, likes to laugh, is helpful 
and caring, loves the water, pho- 
tography, blues, jazz, Italian food. 
so much more. Wants to meet self- 
confident man, emotionally heal- 
thy, with good hygiene. Sound like 
you? 416832 
GET TO KNOW ME 





SBF, 40, 5'2”, 170ibs, mother of 
ne, enjoys spontaneity, movies 
usic, the outdoors, good compa 

ny, good conversation and more 











Seekinc elligent, caring, lovable 
SBM 7-48, N/S, for possible 
TR. 7114998 


IT'S A GREAT BIG WORLD 
Attractive SWF, 43, 5’8", smoker 
black/brown, enjoys music, sports 
weekend getaways, seeks SWM 
35-50, to get out there and enjoy 
the world with. 2528884 

BLACK WOMAN... 

seeks white male. SBF, 36, Cap- 
ricorn, N/S, seeks attractive Euro- 
pean SWPM, 39-50, N/S, intelli- 
jyent, handsome, well-educated 
very ambitious, who loves to stay 
in shape. %684252 

A MUST DO 
SWF, 65, 58”, N/S, attractive 
well-groomed, active, caring 
thoughtful, considerate, enjoys 
fun, laughter seeks WM, 75-78 
N/S, for friendship, possible ro- 
mance. 4532517 

SINGLE AGAIN 
WF, 46, coming out of a long-terr 
relationship, open-minded liberal 
looking for fun, like-minded mar 
33-60. 9508375 

RED SOX RULE 
! am a giggly 21 year old, not look- 
ing for anything too serious. | am in 
college, still doing the homework 
thing every night. | am 5'6”, with 
blue eyes and long brunette hair. 
7526771 

POP - TOP 40 
38 year old woman, with brown 
black, 5’ tall, looking for the love of 
my life. | am petite, but definitely 
not an hour glass figure. | am look- 
ing for someone tall (which isn't 
too hard to find for my height) 
slender, and with a good sense of 
humor. | am a bit shy, but very 
sweet and kind. 49526774 

CHAR NEEDS A GOOD ONE 
| am a middle-aged who likes lip 
rings, Jack Johnson, parks, con- 
certs, dating, uniqueness. | am 
5'8", of average body size, with 
blue eyes and blonde hair. | am 
only looking for dating right now. 
7526785 

LOOKING FOR LOVE 

57", with dazzling brown eyes. 
black hair. I'm quirky, but in a good 
way. Always have something going 
on in my head. Are you intelligent 
interesting, spontaneous, and daz- 
zling in personality? Give me a 
shot. 49526789 

BE WARNED-HERE | COME 
Insomniac by choice, into tall guys 
crazy happenings within laws and 
reason, scrabble, and shrimp 
scampi. | am 34, 5’ tall, brown, 
brown, shapely body, and avid 
mind. Looking for an long-term 
relationship. 49526792 

WINTER NIGHTS 

| like meeting new people in differ- 
ent and fun places. | am only 27 
with lots of life in me. If you are tall 
fun, and full of life too, then give 
me a shout. Be honest and talka- 
tive, and around my age. Older is 
OK. 526797 









LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL 
| like art museums, films, shopping 
and food. | am 21, average body, 
grey eyes and blonde hair, and | 
am looking for something serious. 
| hope you can make me laugh, 
and I'll make you Indian food 
526764 

| HAVE WINGS... 
and | am not afraid to fly. | listen to 
Ruben Studdard, I'm funny and 
laid back, like playing Jewel Quest 
and eating steak. Does any of this 
interest you as well? Well, | am 44 
have a great smile, am up for dat- 
ing, and about 5’6". 4526815 

DAY TRIP TO NYC 
Let's take the train to NYC, while 
jamming to some Greek music. If 
you happen to be Greek, that's 
great! But not a must. You be tall 
with dark hair, fun, and successful 
| am crazy and different; you be 
too. | am 20, green eyes, brown 
hair, 5'3", and fit. 2526820 

IT'S YOUR FUTURE WIFE 

My perfect guy has a bunch of tat 
toos and loves red meat. | am a 
Spastic 21-year-old, with a lot 


ahead of me. Looking for someone 
around my age for casual dating. | 
have a nice body, blue eyes, tall 
build and like games and 
spaghetti. 7526830 

A SERIOUS CATCH 


am into serious guys that like to 
think alit. | listen to Usher some 
times, and sometimes | listen tc 
YoYo Ma. Depends on my mood. | 
am 20, 56”, with a ballerina build 
| have good friends, and love 
Brazilian food because | am 
Brazilian! 4526838 
LIVELY LADY 
SWF, 27, 5'9", 200lbs, glasses 
marriage-minded, nanny, smoker. 
enjoys nature and kids. Seeking a 
tall, honest, loyal man, 25-45, race 
snimportant 518022 
STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN... 
to this petite, vivacious senior, who 
loves the beach, movies, and quiet 
times. Looking for a sir 
tleman f we are 
please call and we c 
427201 
JESUS IS LORD 

Christian woman, 42, seeks solid 
Christian male, 35-50, to share life 
with. Must love animals and want 
to have children. 49508989 





ur BETTER LIVE! 


Auburn-haired female, 38, 5'4 
biue-gray eyes, great smile, loves 
Rex Sox games, bike rides along 
the Charles, Thai food, hiking, U2 
If you're a tall, toned guy, | could 
be the love of your life. Piercing 
green eyes a+! 4232931 

SKS INTERRACIAL LOVE 
Professional, African-American 
SF, 31, 5'2”, auburn/brown, medi- 
um build, looking for professional 
SWM, 30-36, never married, no 
children, non-smoker, drug-free 
who's a gentleman, outgoing 
spontaneous, loves socializing 
museums, walks in Boston, shop- 
ping, movies, picnics, daytrips 
Please be college-educated, pro- 
fessional, serious. 17262360 

EVOLVED 

5'8" brunette, 37, you'll always see 
me laughing or smiling. Love walks 
around the city, reading outside, 
Bruce Springsteen, Tandoori cook- 
ing, wine tasting. Searching for 
that funny, smart, evolved gentle- 
man who must cross my path! 
267720 

BRUNETTE BOMBSHELL 
Beautiful female with great hair 
36, 5'4”, warm heart, loves music 
from Dire Straits to Celia Cruz, 
lounging on the beach, exercising 
hot apps and cool drinks. Seeking 
passionate, down-to-earth, natu- 
rally fit guy with dark hair and light 
eyes. T267801 

TRULY “ALIVE” 

Full-figured, honest Latina profes: 
sional, 43, 5'3", dark hair and 
eyes, smoker, great sense of hu- 
mor, enjoys salsa music, dining 
out, people with spirit. Seeking 
honest, fun-loving, lively male, 40- 
50. 2200879 


GREAT SMILE 
Beautiful, vibrant, funny, educated 
BF, 29, 5'9", 140Ibs, who loves to 
travel, enjoys good conversation, 
nature, laughter, and long kisses 
Seeking caring and stable gentie- 
man with warm loving heart 
400248 
PROGRESSIVE SWF, 37 
Seeks man with similar values/pol- 
itics for long-term relationship. I'm 
warm, sensual, down-to-earth 
reddish-brown/blue-green, love 
cooking, dancing, spending time 
with those | love. Looking for emo- 
tionally mature gentleman who's 
interested in commitment, sharing 
some of these activities and much 
more! 48952185 
ADVENTURE FOR TWO 
Graceful, slender, WiWF, 54, 5'6” 
seeks thoughtful, active, witty man 
for dinner, conversation, adventure. 
committed relationship. Greater 
Boston area. ££288767 
ROMANTIC, INTELLIGENT 
Attractive blonde, 5'2”, full-figured 
(not huge), in search of SM, 48-52 
blue-collar preferred, South Shore 
area. Loves interesting conversa 
tion, music, have great personality. 
(your mother would love me!). All 
the goc S you're seeking 
wrapped up in one package. No 
games. 7419683 
FINE YOUNG FEMALE 
Single Brazilian/Cape Verdean 
female, 19, 5'2”, 110lbs, em- 
ployed, loves dancing, going out 
Looking for a genuinely nice guy. 
23-35, who wants a serious rela 
tionship. Holler back. ##429811 
ADVENTUROUS IN S END 
Live in South End, enjoy city life 
travel to St. Petersburg, love clas 
sical and jazz music, visit Jordan 
Hall weekly. Like nature, company 
of cheerful, intelligent gentleman 
w/SOH. Would like to meet human 
being, 60s, to share company/diffi 
culties of life. 4232233 
BEAUTIFUL, BRAINY,. 
sexy professional female, 36 
Libra, non-smoker, never married 
no kids, seeks well-educated 
attentive, affectionate, romantic 
professional man, 28-42, non 
smoker. 47748297 
SMART AND SWEET 
non-smoking and auburn haired 
SWF, 33, 5'9 seeks an outgoing, in 
shape guy 27-40, 6'0+ who likes 
concerts, films and enjoys thai 
food. 4455040 
ACTIVE EARLY RETIREE 
Attractive former computer profes- 
sional, small, 5'2”, 115ibs, blonde, 
58, libertarian, seeking active 
hiker, into bicycling, kayaking, eth- 
nic food, dance music (also early 
and classical), travel, bike and 
ecotourism, archeology, shaman- 
ism, and reading philosophy, alter- 
native spirituality, history, natural 
and social sciences. 4464981 
COLLEGE GOOD TIMES 
22-year-old black female that 
attends college, would like to meet 
a nice guy to chill with. Laid back 
and soft-spoken, but always ready 
for a laugh. T466862 
WOULD YOU DARE? 
Quirky, groovy female, 49, with a 
35-year-old mentality and figure, 
5'4", curvy figure, loves Harleys, 
blues, sci-fi, Seeks SM with wild 
sense of humor, willing to pick me 
up on his mean motor scooter 
Watch the moonlight shimmer in 
my jade mermaid eyes. Tattoos/ 
fong hair a+. 49937174 
RED SOX FAN 
SWF, 22, cute, intelligent, fun 
spontaneous, enjoys cooking 
reading, art. Looking for man who 
likes movies, conversation, dining 
out or staying in. Friends first 
possible long-term relationship 
260282 
THE DOCTOR IS IN! 
Gregarious, friendly, smart physi- 
cian, 46, 5'3", no children, loves 
biking, reading, antiques, sushi, 
jazz. I'm a great dancer, also good 
with kids and dogs. Hoping there is 
a warm, romantic, sensual, athlet- 
ic professional WM out there, 40- 
50. Must love dogs! 416866 











NEW YORK CITY GIRL 
Now living in Cambridge. Attrac- 
tive DJF, 40, seeking male, 40-60, 
who loves theatre, movies, live 
music and romantic dinners as 
much as | do. #8221948 

RUNS WITH SCISSORS 
DWF, 60s, iconoclast interested in 
theatre, movies, outdoors, art, 
Spirituality. Seeking emotionally 
aware, politically liberal, humorous 
man with similar interests. Mensch 
a plus. 17926274 


Qg ELECTRICITY 


Attractive, very young-looking 
SWF, 49, 5'2”, environmentalist 
animal-lover, music enthusiast. | 
enjoy exotic cuisines, day trips, 
adult ed classes, lively conversa- 
tion, and laughter. Seeking real 
rapport, with appealing and 
engaging SWM. Boston area and 
vicinity. 37-50. #2442760 
THE GAME OF LIFE 
Dark-haired SF, 23, with a great 
smile, is always having a good 
time. Into Rasta jams, shopping, 
sharing good jokes. Wants to see if 
a SM, 20s, is willing to take a risk 
and play. 4°232920 
RAPUNZEL AWAITS PRINCE 
Gorgeous locks, beautiful slim fig- 
ure, classy, intellectual, accom- 
plished, tender-hearted. 40s, 
Jewish. Pining in tower for tall 
courtly, gallant Mozart lover. For 
marriage, children. #9885979 
ROMANTIC SENIOR 
Very pretty DWF, 65, 5'6", average 
weight, very young-looking, N/S. 
long blonde/blue, great personali- 
ty, seeks man, 62-75, N/S, 59 
and up, for LTR. 9980178 
GOLDEN GIRL 
Romantic, slim, blonde SWF 
young 40s, enjoys music, beaches 
dining out, romance. Seeking 
attractive, in shape S/DWM, 40-52 
medium-athletic build, for serious 
romantic relationship. 49472769 
GIFT WRAP NOT NECESSARY 
Cute, petite, passionate WiWF 
seeks romantic spirited Santa 
58+, with whom to enjoy the holi- 
days, and beyond. 4868174 
PRETTY IRONIC 
Pretty, slender, tall SF, 44, fun 
upbeat and adventurous, loves 
music, the outdoors, lively and 
intelligent conversation. Seeking 
attractive, outdoorsy_ intellectual 
with varied interests. 4412670 
SEEKS TALL PROF. 
Intelligent, goal-oriented SWF, 27 
5'8", dark brown eyes, long blonde 
hair, good sense of humor, likes 
traveling, nice restaurants, live 
music, writing. Seeking tail, athlet- 
ic, professional SWM, 27-35, living 
in/around Boston. #416591 
YOGA INSTRUCTOR 
Blue-eyed brunette, 40, 5'5" and 
fit, yoga instructor/studio owner. 
positive, fun, supportive and 
adaptable, passionate about trav- 
el, hiking, cooking, rock and clas- 
sical music. Open to all suitors 
who are unique, refreshing and 
youthful. 416857 
WORKING ON YOUR PROCESS? 
if you know what this means, let's 
meet and see if we want to do it 
together? Two takes it farther than 
one, and | could use the company. 
| am 42, love snuggling, nature 
music, movies, sensual. 49444086 
FUN SEEKER 
This funny, serious, and often shy 
blue-eyed blonde bombshell, 5'7 
25 years old is looking for long 
walks, laughs, and TONS of fun 
Do you have what it takes? | enjoy 
asian food and REM. #478113 
AWESOME BACK RUBS 
Sexy, curvy SWF, 25, 5'7”, piercing 
blue eyes. | am an excellent cook 
and love animals. | give the best 
back rubs you'll ever encounter. 
478120 
HAZEL EYED AND CARING 
Hazel eyed SWF, 40 seeks an 
honest WM, 35-45, who is taller 
than 5’5, no bad habits and willing 
to commit to a serious relationship 
This beauty likes to travel while lis- 
tening to alternative and folk 
music. Call her now! 7454926 


She wants to talk to youl 


Talk live with local singles now! 
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SEEKING ADVENTURE 
Sales/Marketing female, 49, 5'7 
seeks a male who enjoys a man 
that can keep up with her! She 
likes adventures especially hiking 
and skiing. Enjoy her company 
over sushi and music ranging from 
jazz to the Beatles. 7454928 

ATHLETIC BEAUTY 
This athletic, friendly, and adven- 
turous DWF, 5"3, 38 is searching 
for a taller man, 38+. She enjoys 
making crafts and listening to 
Christian music, so if you are a 
non smoker and fun and friendly, 
call her today. 7454961 
NO SERIOUS COMMITMENT 
Petite, SWF, 25, 5'2 travel nurse is 
seeking a fun, laid back guy who is 
around 27 and taller than 5'5. If 
you're looking for a fun, non-seri- 
ous relationship, you've come to 
the right place. 77454972 
DRUMMAH SEEKS MUSE 
SBF, thick and shapely, 40, loves 
music, art, a good read, and 
adventure. Seeks SBM, 35-55, for 
dating and possibly more. 
7454275 
SMILIN’ CHICKIE 
Fun, flirty, fabulous gal, 26, seeks 
exciting young man who will be 
ready for anything! | love baseball 
games, the symphony, and nights 
on the town! If you're flexible with a 
good attitude, let's get together! 
‘466017 
CHUBBY CUTIE 
Pretty and pudgy! You'll be 
stunned by my blue eyes, blond 
hair, and my sarcasm. | love 
chess, fried pickles, and getting 
intimate with the right guy. Hope 
you're the one! %466057 
RAD, RAD MAMA 
At 5'6, I'm not the tallest chick in 
the room, but | am the curviest 
with the best attitude. | love relax- 
ing and chilling out to good music 
Love to cook and I'm looking for a 
mellow man for whom to cook! 
Let's see if my recipe is better than 
your mother's! 4466062 
TINKERBELL SEEKS PAN 
Peter Pan, that is! I'm a lovely, little 
fairy with blue eyes and blonde 
hair, looking for some magic in my 
life. No mean Captain Hooks need 
apply! Let's go to Neverland or the 
MFA! ‘466076 
ARE YOU INTERESTED? 
Pretty, funny, intelligent 22-year- 
old SBF, 5'4", wondering where 
the nice guys are. | like movies 
reading, sports, and dining out 
Looking for an honest gentleman 
21-25, to share interests, date. 
and have a good time. 7466819 

ZANY BRAINY GIRL 
But | still love to party! Super tall, 
goofy bespectacled girl, 22, into 
Modest Mouse and creating 
homemade Italian dishes. Looking 
for a hot boy to party with and grab 
coffee in the morning. #°477993 

ROMANTIC ASIAN GAL 
Petite SAF, 25, looking for love 
With a sexy smile and a sensitive 
personality, you'll fall head over 
heels. Plus | make wicked good 
flan for dessert! 49477998 

SEXY GREEK GODDESS 
Seeking my god. I'm a sweet, con- 
siderate romantic girl, 22, looking 
for the same in a man. He has to be 
giggly, funny, and sweet. He should 
love to spend time together no mat- 
ter what we do...even be sick 
together and eat soup! 4478008 

COLD AS ICE 
Blonde hair, blue eyes, flirty and 
outgoing - what more could you 
ask for?! 22 year old Michael 
Jackson fan seeking men to wrap 
round my little finger. 47478015 

A GIVING MAN 
Beautiful sexy 4’11 SF, 21, is look- 
ing for a giving man. So if you like 
to eat asian food, are tall and inter- 
ested in a casual fling and/or the 
love of your life pick up your phone 
now. 478109 

INDIAN BOMBSHELL 
Tall, leggy, thin and funny SF, 5'10, 
18 years old is looking for a toned, 
handsome man with nice eyes and 
taller than 6’. Into reggae music, 
movies, shopping and soul food 
7478122 

OUTGOING AND FUN 
Fun loving, outgoing blonde SF, 34, 
5'4 and thin, seeking a gorgeous 
tall man. This spontaneous woman 
loves adventure. 49478126 

JUST LOOKING! 
Friendly SWF, 23, 5'6, hazel eyes. 
Looking for a guy with a sweet 
smile. | like the White Stripes and 
visiting art museums. 49478134 

LATINA LOVER 
SHF, 5'6", brown hair and eyes, 
radiant smile. Friends describe me 
as fabulous so you're bound to 
have a good time! | like dancing 
clubbing and sunbathing (season- 
ally of course!). Seeking a tall, in 
shape guy with a smile to match 
mine. 7478140 

BUBBLY PERSONALITY 
SWF, 29, great smile! Brown hair 
and eyes. Into Whitney Houston 
Interested in meeting new people 
and visiting new places. Looking 
for a friend first...and then who 
knows? Give me 5 minutes and it 
will be for life. 4478143 

QUIRKY GIRL FOR YOU 
Petite brown eyed brunette, 5'3, 20 
years old - looking for a short guy. 
I'm quirky and enjoy music, TV, 
and card games. %#478152 


Placing your FREE ad 
5 fun ways to choose from (we'll take it any way 
you want to give it to us!): 


1. Call 617-450-8761 


2. Email your ad along with your name, 
address & phone number to 
phoenixpersonals@phx.com 


3. Online - Log on to 
www.phoenixpeople.com and complete the 
online form-and click submit. 


4. Snail mail - send in the form in the 
Personals section 


5. Or... Technophobic? Out of stamps? Drag 
your butt down to our offices at 126 Brookline 
Ave., Boston to place your ad in person 


Once you've submitted your ad we'll contact you 
with your voicemail box info and details on how 
to record your greeting and retrieve messages. 





Composing an Ad 


A simple 3 step process (kind of like the waltz): 


1. Choose a category (WSM, MSW, MSM, WSW 
or | Spy). 


2. Think up a snappy eye-catching headline. Headlines 
can be up to 20 characters in length. 


3. Let it flow — write your ad! First 40 words are free. 
Additional words are $2 each. 


The rules: no phone numbers, last names or addresses 
(email or mailing). 


Don't know what to say? Complete our mail-in 
form and we'll write your ad for you. 





Responding to an Ad 


Select an ad (or ads) and grab the phone! 


Call 617-976-3366 (18+, Calls cost $2.19/min) 


and enter the 2» box number of the ad that caught your 
eye. 


Outside Metro Boston? Call 900-226-4492 
Calls cost $2.19/min. 


Prefer to use your credit card to respond? 


Call 617-450-8620 


Who says you can’t find love on sale? 
Call 617-450-8761 to buy blocks of time 


at a discount! 





Personals are for adults 18 or over seeking monogamous relationships. To ensure 
your Safety, carefully screen all responses and have first meetings occur in a pub: 
lic place. This publication reserves the right to edit, revise, or reject any advertise 
ment at any time at its sole discretion and assumes no responsibility for the con 
tent of or replies to any ad. Not all ads have corresponding voice messages. To 
review our complete guidelines, call (617) 425-2636 
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MASCULINE MAN SOUGHT MS. THING | LOVE PINK! LOVE AND SEX UPBEAT WoT os COUCH POTATO! COULD T BE MME? 
39 year old brunette, 5'9, silly, Beautiful outgoing, smart black the color, not the singer!) | also am a sexy 19-year-old that does C i for a w Me ir vape, 6’, blue-eyed SWM. 39.N > : 
loyal, spontaneous and girlie. | other, a young looking 50, look have a burning desire to become a not want anything too 3 adventurous. free sport : 
enjoy weekends in NYC and base- ing for BM aged 35-50. | like chill- fashion designer, so in the inim now. | like beach days, skins jood aveled, open-minded. never jetaway WM 
ball. | love Van Halen and Earth ing to the sounds of Nas, playing itable words of Madonna “I'm ping, with cold waves all around nir no kids, responsible, edu wt at 
Wind & Fire. If you're a manly man poker and steak & lobster. You be gonna dress you up for my love”! me, sO we can wa each other | 5 
and looking for the love of your life employed and over 6’ tall Let's look dapper in pink together! ater. | am spontaneous, tall, and EASYGOING wor f professiona iId lead t vs : 
let's talk more... #8478146 7478203 7482203 toned. Love men with good abs NO NONSENSE w/similar qualities. °51958¢ ” BORED IN BOSTON ht 
| A FUN PERSONALITY ON THE PROWL PAPER AND COFFEE but not necessary at all. 7482228 DWM, 31, with 3 beat f ty all, striking, athlet ligent 
Sweet 21 year old looking for fun Are you interesting in just dating? | listen to the Stones, and have a ARE YOU joves to watch a good movie, be IF ALL THE WORLD'S funny, unique SWM, 36, seek 
adventures and great times. 5'3 Well this 5'10”, 24 year old outgo- nice mouth. | am tall and have an Hot? Sassy? Sincere? Loyal? game or race on tv and spenc ti re a stage, will you shakily act a role? female partner in crime, for chedu 
nice eyes, enjoys Led Zeppelin ing SF is looking for you. You be off beat sense of humor. Very Funny? Intriguing? Accomplished? in the gym. Seeking W/HF, 21-36 Whether you play, portray or pre au j, learning, and adv Florida. 404 
and going out for drinks. What are tall, dark, fun, and spontaneous. | politically minded, so be able to Spontaneous? If you answered to date. 77541352 tend, singin’ the blues can mend ture. 7268061 ery OVER BOSTON 
you waiting for? Pick up the like football, steak, hip hop & guys converse about what is going on yes to all of the above then you DO WHAT THOU WILT When roads diverged did you say TRAVEL PARTNER WM, 4 lent, agile 
phone! 47815 that smoke cigars 7478207 in the world. 24-year-old looking may be eligible to win a prize SWM, 26, student of Crowley, T simply choose 47-year-old profe nal WM k like ve ntertainn 
ARE YOU A COOK? JUST for some to cook vodka penne for me! Terms and conditions apply Golden Dawn, different mystery ey 3 star? SWM f T a tr f 
Do you cook? Do you like hide and CONVERSATIONAL 482204 leave your name and number oking for a partner ir eeks 4-44. 255848 tr } ndred sf t 
go seek? Well this 23 yr old ener- This beautiful 5'7, 34 yr old female SOUTHERN BELLE 482231 ould you be my Scarlet CIRCLE THIS AD —_s ng female. W for unlimited f 
getic petite brunette does...and with luscious lips is looking for a | am a slender 26-year-old, who is LOVE 7517734 He This fun, outgoing gentle nish tS SON We Ca b f ja 
she wants you to play with her! friendly conversation and it could looking to meet the right guy. We'll THE BERKSHIRES? a... OF A KIND man, early 30s yoking for ar ect, 7289744 , 
Make sure you're confident, clean be with you. If you're honest, sen- have fun playing tennis, and Me too! This fun, friendly, green Fit, fun-loving SWM, 43, likes din utgoing, loving, very fun fe TAKE A CHANCE NICE ITALIAN GUY 
tall with a good sense of humor sitive, and honorable, that is. Let's watching baseball games at the eyed brunette with a good body C ays, trips under 4 ¢ nnect wit Very energet WM wt WM. 44. 6'3 king t 
478163 talk over steak and a game of bar. What do you think? Tall and would like to meet a man to share Kin persor 533271 enjoys their jot r y 
DUCK TOUR FOR 2? pool. 4478211 intelligent please. 4482208 carnal pleasures and more witt male, 31-55, wh« CATCH OF THE DAY joing, active fema v ker, pos f ality 
This quirky, blonde 25 yr old is A VERY GOOD TIME INTO MY SPORTS CAR Presentation is everything - you be e laugh. Possibly learn t¢ SWM. 24. stable ohh an keep uf > PP5405¢ work freelance Sian’ Galil 
looking for you. Are you funny. | like to have fun and go to the 25-year-old woman who is into well groomed. #482235 got together? 990397 Jiri to go out t ve SINGLE IN THE Way. 5 arie kes: small far 
smart, and toned? Well you just gym. | enjoy poker & Kenny math and physics, so | hope you VODKA!!! “FIT GUY LOOKING 4 movie. hit the clubs WN ing-looking 4 estaurants; travel to NY k 
might be the one for her. She's Chesney. | am 5'3, green eyed can keep up. | am also toned and The best way to start the week fit girl. Energetic, honest, adver you would like to get to know me ' 3 
looking for someone interested blonde haired and 21 years old. If easy to laugh, you be too! | have end! If you agree and dig the color trous SM, 36, new to the market leave a message. 522262 rani Le Aon wit s ’ 
and interesting to share her mac n you like to party, don't hesitate, call big blue eyes, brown hair, and thin blue then this 24 yr old chic chick looking for a fit girl, 28-50, for COULD IT a Me? nal ect ay ctsenanlarh Aeocpetacoes 788848 
cheese with! 4478166 me now. %478214 | want to meet the love of my life in fashion merchandizing would dancing, conversation and | ts of hil De nih aici hildrer eling aIds, DESCNes, | coneere ogre PROFESSOR 
CHICA LOCA YOU HAVEN'T MET.. So get out of my dreams and into like to hear from you as possible spontaneous fun. #52523! web developer, enjoys playing ter no Optirr WM, 43, € b 
Tall latina with a sexy body and You haven't met crazy until my car! #9482215 boyfriend material. 4482240 SMOOTH, nis, computers, ar sual arts ~ Dive eyes, short reddish-gray hair 
beautiful brown eyes seeking a hot you've met me. I'm 5'1, 25 years GIRL FOR ALL SEASONS BE CONFIDENT Fe SEXY & PASSIONATE Seeking a wor -yghaohe STONEHAM AREA PhD ke dance (n j 
ltalian guy. Shorter guys get extra old, and single looking for the | love to snow board in winter and | am curvy with a great top area Smooth, sexy, passionate young moker. wit r hang aM, Ye, € HOS, SMOKEF, SEEK ern and J os. 
points. You should be smart and love of my life. If you're tall, hand- wish for snow but I'm psyched 25 and very honest. | love Bost role nal Seeks a and watch movies. 4854119 2 tne inde . 
make me feel good. #478168 some, quiet, and LOVE straw when summer arrives as | also like the o and conf aig are GRADUAL DEVELOPMENT { hugs. #11791 ¢ hhwaidiht of 
POSITIVE AND UPBEAT berries and whipped cream...call to surf and hang at the beact am a bit on the Zen student, 46, big, t nd ‘ LET'S MEET ah ak che dare vad 
This blonde 47 year old SF with a me. 478217 Favorite movie is Love Actually. but not in a bad way, j a 2 inte P Pole yank 4 
great smile is looking for true love I'M YOURS... favorite mag is Cosmo and favorite f ar have Suioorey SWIM. 91. loves hik MUTUAL 
Likes include Ray Charles, gour- I'm a 5'4 SF looking for a guy with man is...you? 4482219 ar ear aii Se ae ‘ 2 an canna 
met food and skiing. Seeking a tail a dog and a fridge stocked witt CASUAL FLING smoking K 46 A wt he ‘ tac the ’ . 
loyal man. 49478180 beer and pizza. If you're tall, funny, am petit, with blue eyes like an home. 48224; 3 reason. beauty. and wond Being Bag Bh , at se ye ale jhtly ove 
CURVACEOUS BABE and rich please apply for the jot ocean, with blond hair to complete SEXY EYES ~— CONNECTION . T5266 : CAN YOU LIGHT MY FIRE? 
This SF, 28 years old, 5'6 is look The only obstacle...you have to the beachy metaphor of water and 1-year-old with green eyes Une hy JES scape, Magee “fein olen sacle it teu ans ponds bt le Se 
ing for a dark haired, tall guy who like my mom. 48478224 sand. | am excited to begin some brown hair angir erty Rca a Reto ve 4 ec rant Bo 
loves to smile and have fun. Do MISCHIEVOUS SPRITE thing new with someone, but not my friends, developing la . “ src diestes n ne a ne a ‘ ee — LOVES 
you have what it takes? Are you Playful, fit, spirited SWF, 36, seeks for a serious Commitment. | like tionships with those | love and feel ms Hes saglik mg ae g beats go 3: ecole | -snontane ty LIFE. OUTGOING 
ready for a fun loving, adventurous adventurous soulmate and friend bungee jumping, Dave Matthews loyal towards. | ar y depend ‘ace deain: ta abide e ! aa a otra “an try fou want ine acataas : 
girl who lives to party? 7478186 | am holistic, creative, courageous and caring personable mer able and honest, so you be too es ny ‘Bak 4 Ra hy has i time! #209 rice se ch maa | 
LIFE IS TOO SHORT... and kind. Also goofy and smart 482224 Are you in it for the long haul? SP ae irvindl GENTLE TOUCH rinks | ke 
Life is too short so have fun! That's Walks and long conversation are WALK READ SMILE 78482256 are CIRCLE Tes _ = ‘ wit a fet ’ th 24 . 
the motto of this 21 year old, green my thing. Looking fora very good | am a mid 20's girl just graduat BLUE CRUSH voles ob aan Gree har Victoria white female, 3 for fun in the BABY-FACED GUY 
eyed blonde. She's looking for a man. 477640 ed from college. | want to find is my favorite movie, | love to surt tae amenities yileel walks. the beach. f 1s in! 215846 baie Ee ageeetes baka +b 
tall, dark, and fit man to be the love DJ DEVITTO something more than what and snowboard and | attend fash ; ert h sat ia nai NASCAR, and evenings at home ALOT TO OFFER kin. bal rehome! ks 
of her live. Don't apply unless you The first thing you'll notice about found in college, something ion design school. Does tt ite friends but will tely 53222 Live, laugh, and learn with tt r nterests include 
can cook. #478191 me are my eyes, and my toned more meaningful, something sound like your future girlfriend t you be the - ige! 9567568 TAKE A CHANCE 7 SWM. 3 king ela ty x 
FUN, FUN, FUN, FUN! muscles. | am brown/hazel, 5'2” more vibrant. | like Bjork for her 7482260 : JAZZ LOVER Compassionate, reliable SM female wt ¥ 
This tall, fun blonde enjoys shop- and slim because | work out regu- spunky sense of music style, and BLONDE AND BLUE wes 4n 6 wine merchant wi with r ’ pecia Bs IRE female w 
ping, cooking and chilling with larly. | am very friendly and love | love to eat as healthy as possi SWF. 20, 5'5”, biue eyes, blonde pia tone lie ag hd Dew - - r te OUTDOORSMAN sports fanat 
friends. Seeking tall, toned SM for seafood, The Barking Crab is my ble, but not to the point of being Enjoys TV t Ea 4 tv. 416556 
fun times. #9482271 fav. 479385 a health nut. Just conscious ae ng) a ae 
ARE YOU READY? ICE SEXY Small bod | eyes, you'll be 4 { 
Are you ready for this fun loving | love going driving around with my all mine 3 482262 
5'2 brunette? This brown eyed friends, mix CD's and hip hop. I'm ARE YOU LOOKING 2? 
beauty is looking for a tall, hand- funny and flirty, very full of life, and fun and sass nar know ed t } 4 nitt 
some man to play with. Into G would be up for Monopoly. I'd love more? Well if a dry witted ¢ P21 2 F423 
Love, playing scrabble and shop to meet another funny guy, that is yet sincere, smart and fur j Matu n of ntelligent 
ping. Could you be the one? cut es lasagna (you don't kind of guy then maybe I'll clue you h Jsome : and fit, caak » rote ar eo ge ek arent unve agi 
478199 have to, but | do). 4479391 in! 482226 shaceabingie 3 “Ry ri goer ial oh odd ha Abeer aap petite SAF 24 : ; 
COULD IT BE ME? ts. 7501344 earring New ¥ 
South Shore. WM. 35. r SWM SEEKS SBF 





The Numbers Game 


THIS WEEK’S QUESTION 
A Good-Time Girl (Boston, 22-25, PR) asked: 


Why do guys get your number at a bar and then never 
use it? 


THIS WEEK’S TOP ANSWERS 
A Good-Time Guy (Camb., 29-35, Finance) answered: 






done this myself, so I'm guilty, too. Here’s the scoop: 






day you have no idea what it's doing there. So you throw it out. 





thus, Answerology will have made the world a better place. 


enjoyment guys get is not necessarily the stuff they do 








they did to get the girl in the first place. 


ber. We trade techniques and marvel about which ones work best. 





you to sign up for free by going to www.BostonPhoenix.com and clicking on “Lo 
Q&A” on the left side of the page under “Classifieds”. 


www.BostonPhoenix.com/loveq&a. 






Real-time Guide to Relationships by answeroloqgyu 


call? What's the point in getting it if you're not going to 






Ah, yes. The old "take-the-number-and-never-call" gag. I've 


\ you've had about thirty-seven rum & cokes and you start 
EB sa talking to a girl. Maybe you're dating someone else; maybe 
you're from out of town; maybe you really think you're going to call her. 


A week later, you find a crumpled up napkin with a number on it. You 
vaguely remember the woman behind the number ("Dude," says your 
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Special guest 
BY DAN SAVAGE AND JILL CORRAL 


Gentle Readers: if there’s ever been any doubt about how seriously | take my re 
sponsibilities, this column should lay ‘em to rest. Not only am | sharing my advice- 
giving duties with a co-adviser this week — note the dual byline above — but my co 
adviser, Jill Corral, is paying to play. Last year | agreed to auction off a chance to give 
advice in my column. What can | say? I’m a sucker for charity, and the auction raised 
money to feed the hungry during the holidays. Jill, a lovely Cuban-American lesbian 
from San Francisco, was the highest bidder. Eleven months after the auction, she and 
| finally met up for lunch on a sunny Saturday afternoon, knocked back a few drinks, 
and dug through the ol’ e-mail inbox. Below you'll find Jill’s advice, my critique of her 
advice, and a letter grade for each response. 





| went on a date last week with a smart, beautiful woman. The conversation was 
engaging and there were sparks. Then, she divulged that she voted for Bush. Now | 
don’t know if | can go out with her again. To be Republican is one thing. To vote for 
Bush, that’s just irresponsible, immoral, and uninformed. Is it wrong not to date 
someone because she voted for Bush? 

Bachelor Uneasy Seeing a Hot Bush Supporter 

JILL: This “smart, beautiful” woman is a time-release asshole. Picture. your future 
life with your pork-barrel paramour: hot summer nights of wine, engaging conversation 

. and Sean Hannity. Apartment leave-behinds of pretty red panties ... and Ann 
Coulter's Treason. And is that a war ! sticker | see on your hybrid in the 
near future? Run, BUSHBS, run! 

DAN: Not bad, Jill. You lose a couple of points for not acknowledging that some 
men and women are happily partnered with people whose politics they find revolting. 
While | agree with the gist of your advice, | would’ve qualified it by pointing out that 
entering into an LTR with a Republican would not only keep dinner conversations in- 
teresting, it would also keep hatefucking on the menu, a sexual option that isn’t typi 
cally part of an LTR. Finally, | will have to knock off a few more points for the gratu- 
itous use of alliteration (“pork-barrel paramour”?), a literary device frequently abused 
by amateur and/or inept advice columnists. (For truly horrifying examples of allitera- 
tion abuse, see Time Out New York “sexpert” Jamie “Butt Rasta” Bufalino’s totally 
terrible, repugnantly repulsive, criminally crappy column, “Get Naked.”) Grade: B- 


N IRAN: YE 


1am a lesbian, completely sexually satisfied when | have sex with women and 
never sexually satisfied when | have sex with men. However, when | masturbate, the 
only thing that brings me to orgasm is thinking about men. Does this mean I’m not re- 
ally a lesbian? Is there a way to get more turned on when thinking about women? 

Messed-Up Masturbator 

JILL: First, let’s nail down a definition for lesbian (mine): are you a woman with 
the fever for the flavor of a girlie? You're set. Just because you pet a few puppies on 
the sidewalk does not make you any less a cat person. Plus, | don’t think you can 
mess up masturbating unless you fall out a window or ruin your best bunny suit or 
something. There's no shortage of chain-walleted, barber-shorn, Pabst-swigging les 
bos out there who not only JO to boys but actually bed them. Boy-toys may be the 
last exciting forbidden frontier for jaded lesbians. Sex clubs? Yawn. Three-ways? So 
‘90s. You're a man now? Great, let's go grab some nachos. But flipping a frat 
pledge? Deflowering a peach-fuzzy sk8er? That's Now, that’s Wow. And let’s not for- 
get the burgeoning lez trend of high-volume fag-porn rentals. Who cares — you like 
what you like. Enjoy. 

DAN: Again, the alliteration is problematic (“fever for the flavor”). But you re- 
deemed yourself, Jill, with that “ruin your best bunny suit” line; your subtle reference 
to furries is not only hilarious, grasshopper, it’s also delightfully sly. Readers who get 
the reference will feel like they're in the know and readers who don’t will nevertheless 
enjoy the mental image of lesbians masturbating in bunny suits. Plus the gist of your 
advice — you like what you like, don’t stress over it — is precisely the advice | 
would've given. A 


I'm a lesbian in a committed relationship, but looking for a bit of specific action. 
I'd like to hire another woman to dominate me. The idea of hiring such a woman, just 
for me, actually turns both of us on. So, time to hire a pro, right? But | looked on the 
"Net and am not finding much for a woman in Seattle looking to pay another woman 
to dominate her. | guess | could join some local SM clubs, but I’m severely busy with 
my career right now and don't have a lot of time to wander around in leather pants 
hoping to attract someone. Any recommendations? 

Can't Buy Me Love 

JILL: | went to an expert for this one — Greta Christina, editor of Paying for It: A 
Guide by Sex Workers for Their Clients (Greenery Press, 2004) and long-time sap 
phist. Greta says, “I have yet to run into a female sex worker in any part of the coun 
try who would be appalled or grossed-out by the prospect of a female customer. Most 
of them enjoy it, for the the of pace if nothing else. You will have a wider selec 
tion in big, Babylon-like cities like San Francisco or New York; but anywhere there 
are escorts, there'll be escorts who'll work with women.” Thanks, Christina. Some 
other rules to trick by: good manners, good hygiene, R-E-S-P-E-C-T. No pushiness 
and no haggling. Make sure to emphasize that you’re in it solo, as most girl-inclusive 
requests involve couples. 

DAN: Wow! It’s only your third question, Jill, and you're already punting! Not that 
there's anything wrong with that; dragging in a guest expert is a time-honored advice- 
columnist trick, pioneered by the late, great Ann Landers (at whose desk I’m typing 
these words), and it's one | use regularly. Using a guest expert demonstrates two traits 
all good advice columnists share: 1) a becoming humility (by using a guest expert, 
you're showing your readers that you don’t consider yourself the final authority on ab 
solutely everything); and 2) an ability to cash a paycheck even when you didn’t do any 
of the heavy lifting in this week’s column. Then, like an old pro, Jill, you wind up your 
response with useful tips of your own, proving to your readers that you’re not phoning 
this one in entirely. Nice job! A+ 


Well, that went well! | have to admit that | feared it wouldn’t — | was worried that 
auctioning off the chance to co-author a column with me would result in some bat- 
shit-crazy crank’s seizing control of the column for a week. But Jill gave such solid 
advice that some editor out there really ought to give her column of her very own. (Are 
you listening, TONY?) In fact, this went so well that I've agreed to auction off the right 
to co aber: a “Savage Love” column in 2005. (Apparently the dough raked in by 
auctioning off my column last year wasn't enough to end world hunger.) 

If you would like to bid on a chance to co-author a “Savage Love,” go to 
www.thestranger.com/specials/strangercrombie. Bidding ends Friday, December 
17, at 5 p.m. Good luck! 
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Real Estate 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALLSTON 


Lorraine Terrace Apts 
(Kelton St) Near Brookline 
line, 3 BD with modern K&B 
with D/D, new carpet in | 
bedroom, hardwood floors 
in UR NO FEE! 

Also 2.5 BD (2 Lg BD w/ 1 




















BOSTON 


Oversized 1 & 2 BDRS 


concierge & 





cl 


LONGFELLOW PLACE APTS 


onsite mainte 


| 
} 
24 hr | 
| 
| 


BROOKLINE Village No Fee + 
Free Dec Rent! Sunny 6 rm 3 





Phce 


THE BOSTON 


nix & 
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e te he ood floors 
SE UNITY sm that can be used as nance team, hardwood floor os eat 
“hha ht office). www.bdg1.com jood size bdrm 2nd fir o 
All Real Estate advertising in or 617 332 6400 x18 | fiver & city views available it house. Formal Ivg & dng r 
this newspaper is subject to the | pocket doors, new windows. eik 
Federal f Hous t of | door balconies on all units, rer | . . vw 
a o j hi nee pai | cS | ARLINGTON Great 2 room stu | v/wainscotting, just painted. W 
7 Dy ich ma . it illegal t | dio in ARLINGTON CENTER when — hook Near “D ne & 
< ny preference. |i : hens, laundr 
Sevens. wey prerere m- | hardwood floors, heat & water I $1950 htd 
tatior yy discrimination based | included and laundry next door . 
. oe . minutes from the Fleet Center 
on race, color, religion, sex or $850. 1 BR in CENTER, heat eran aie dari BROOKLINE Coolidge Corner 
national origin, or an intention and hot water included, 1 car | 
; . : . * F Fr ! 
to make any such preference parking included $1050; Spa- | MBTA ats welcome. Garage No Fee + Free Dec Rent 
limitation, or discrimination | cious and sunny 3 BR house unny 2 bdrm w idy 1S 
This newspaper will not know- | hardwood floors, 1 car parking parking available. Specials for | off Freeman St. Fab renovated | 
ingly accept any advertising for included $1,500 eik, freshly painted, gleaming | 
real estate which is in violation MANY NO FEE-1/2 FEE AVAIL | immediate move-in! Call for ap- | hdwd firs, 1 car tandem pakg | 
of the law. Our readers are included, easy walk to “B” or 
r h ll dwell- ointment. 617-742-2925 . g ee 
hereby informed that all dwe p ’ 2 C” line $1450-1550 + util 


ings advertised in this newspa- 
per are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. Any home 
seeker who feels he or she has 
encountered discrimination 
should contact the HUD Fair 
Housing and Equal Opportunity 





1735 Mass. Ave. 
Cambridge, MA 02138 


(617) 868-0033 


Office, 10 Causeway St., Room www.metrorealtycorp.com 

308, Boston, MA 02222 

(617) 565-5304 Artist’s Loft 
Artist legal live-in 

a a Fi aa loft. Great space in 
S. Boston perfect 

Apartments/ ong 


painter. Bath/ 
kitchenette. 1100 
sq. ft./$1100 month. 


' ‘Rentals 
BACK BAY 





St. Botolph Area 781-643-5703 
Studios & 1 BR available 
Some w/HWF. Utils incl BOSTON 


Emerson Place Apts 
Spacious 1 and 2 bdrs, heat 
hot water, gas cooking & A/C 
included. day concierge, river 
views available, state-of-the art 
laundry facility in each building 
24 hr onsite emergency main- 
tenance team, hardwood floors 
& renovated kitchens. Walking 
distance to MBTA. Cats wel- 
come. Enclosed parking avail- 
able. Specials for immediate 
move-in! Call for appointment 
617-742-2925 


In house laundry, no fee 
$795-$1,135 based on income 
617-267-8433 
FEDERAL MANAGEMENT 




















is an oasis. 














CRE 


CHARLES RIVER PARK 
APARTMENTS 










617-742-2920 
a 


5 Longfellow Place 
Boston, MA 02114 


www.equityapartments.com Equity 








Brighton-1BR $900 NO BRO- 
KER FEE One bedroom apart- 
ment in a beautiful three family 
house, brand new fully loaded 
kitchen 
Grand 
Open on weekends 617-342- 
7118 


www.grandcentralapartments.com 


BROOKLINE 


5+rms. 2/3BR, EIK, Hard- 
wood Floors, D/D, $1500 


+utl; N/S, N/P Profs only 
Owner 857-234-6909 








In the heart of the city 


..lies an oasis of lush green grass, flower lined walkways 
and shady trees. Markets, restaurants and shops of all 
kinds are tucked into 48 beautiful acres. Towers rise 
from the thick green to stand proud in the city’s skyline. 
Your interior space is luxurious hardwood and sunshine. 
And your private balcony with spectacular views... 


Live in Boston’s Premier Luxury Community...for less than you think. 





Studios « 1, 2 and 3 Bedroom Apartments Townhouses and Penthouses 


Open Mon-Fri. 9am-6pm 


off street parking! 


Central Apartments 








Sat. 10am-Spm 
Sun. 12no0on-4pm 








BRIGHTON - 1/2 Fee! Choice 
of top floor 1 bdrm in house on 
# 57 busline, open & airy floor- 
plan, BEST DEAI 
cluded $975 + util or charming 
& spacious 4 
woodwork & fpl 
1st flr of brick house, kg for 1 in- 
cluded, Reduced $2100 + util | 


BRIGHTON Near Harvard & 
Comm Ave - No Fee! X-tra Ig 2 
bd apt in quiet prof bidg 
renovated eik, great closets, nr 
everything 
ment, $1525-1575 htd 


BRIGHTON Cleveland Circle - 
1/2 Fee!! Great 2 bd condo off 
Beacon St in fab location nr 3 
T” lines, livingroom w/built-ins 
freshly painted, gleaming hdwd 
firs, storage, pvt deck $1550 htd 


ARLINGTON Nr Mass Ave & 
Center Winter Special No Fee 
+ Free Dec Rent! Huge 5-6 
bdrm 2 bath triplex in house w 
unfinished bsmnt, formal lvng & 
dngroom, nat'l wdwk & gor- 
geous, brand new eik w/pantry. 
plenty of pkg, easy commute to 
Hvrd Univ Reduced $3100 + util 


NEWTON Apt for Rent or 2 
Roommates Wanted! Bright, 3 
bdrm 2 bath in classic Victorian 
house. 4 skylights, Ig renovated 
eik, use yard & patio, 3 car pkg 
nr x-press 
easy commute $2150 htd 


Boston Realty Associates | 


pkg for 1 in- | 


bdrm w/nat'l 


Ig kitchen, on 


fab | 


laundry in base- 


bus & Mass Pike 


617 277-5100 





CAMBRIDGE Sunny studio in 
best location, heat and hot wa 
ncluded, $950; CENTRAL 
SQUARE 1 bedroom, some see 
this steal at $1200; HARVARD 


ter 





SQUARE cute 1 BR on Mass 
Ave. $1395; Harvard Square 2 
BR n_ highrise hardwood 
floors, heat and water inc od 
parking available ( 

Spacious 3 BR in MID-CAM 
BRIDGE, heat and water in 
uded $1800 


MANY NO FEE-1/2 FEE AVAIL 


;yj METRO 


REALTY CORP 


1735 Mass. Ave 
Cambridge, MA 02138 


(617) 868-0033 


www.metrorealtycorp.com 


CAMBRIDGE 


2br, Tufts Area $1100 
2br, Tufts Area $1250 
3br, Tufts Area $1500 
3br, Tufts Area $1600 
3-4br,All Util $2400 
4br, Tufts Area $2100 
4br, Tufts Area $2200 
5br, Tufts Area $2800 


(617) 623-6631 


Ly Sit 
oR eS Norton 
ERA Group 


REAL CETATE 


CHARLESTOWN 


GIBSON 


Real Estate 
CHARLESTOWN 


Several one bedrooms near 
City Sq. Park offer a common 
laundry and an unbeatable ap- 
proach for the Boston commut- 
er. These include heat hot wa 
ter and cooking gas. Available 
1/1/05, $1200 


One bedroom home on a quiet 
side street offers a deck, hard- 
wood floors and is near the 
down town bus and a park 
Available now, $1200 


Studio apartment in owner oc- 
cupied building offers rent with 
heat, hot water and electricity 
included. Available now, $900 


One bedroom just steps from 
the monument offers a large liv- 
ing area. One car parking an 
eat in kitchen. Freshly painted 
all for $1000 avail now! 


View many more listings at 
GibsonRE.com 
Open 7 Days 
Gibson Charlestown 
Real Estate 
142 Main Street 
617-242-3073 


St. Botolph Street Area 


Studios & 1 bedroom available 


Some w/HWF. Utilities include 


in house laundry, no fee. 


$795 - $1135 based on income 


617-267-8433 


Federal 
Management 














CHELSEA 1.2.3, & 4 be 
rooms available in various 
locations. Call and 
me: sSage 


617-828-9178 


leave 


Davis Sq-4BR $190¢ 
BROKER FEE N r 


four bedroor 














DEAL WON’T 
LAST!! 

MEDFORD-10 mins to Boston 

arge 2/3 BR rooms. Near 
Highway 
kitchen/a 
HWE thr 
age 








laundry in basement 
$1100+utils. Avail. 12/1 
781-245-9596 / 617-306-3111 


East Boston-3BR $1100 NO 
BROKER FEE beautiful 
completely renovated 
bedroom apartment, beautiful 
views of Boston, near T! Grand 
Central Apartments Open on 
weekends 617-342-7118 

www.grar apartment 


GET RESULTS! 


Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Call For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Very 


three 


icentra 


LowellLofts.com 





978-458-0031 


North Cambridge-Studio $660 
NO BROKER FEE Cozy fur- 
nished studio apartment avail 
able, great area, on-street park 
ing, near T! Grand Central 
Apartments Open on weekends 
617-342-7118 


www.grandcentralapartments 


North End-2BR $1495 NO 
BROKER FEE Two bedroon 
apartment located in a fantasti 
neighborhood, close to every 
thing, laundry in bldg! Grand 
Central Open on 





weeke 








Oak Sq-2BR $1100 NO BRO 
KER FEE Stunning two bed- 
room apartment quiet/safe 
neighborhood, sunny unit, close 
to everything, on T line! Grand 
Central Apartments Open 
weekends 617-342-7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


PARKSIDE PLACE 


Magnificent Views 
Cambridge-Large sunny, reno- 
vated 3BR, 1.5 bath, walk-in 
closets, Avail now, 24 hour con- 
cierge, fitness center, toddler 
room & parking. Rent inc ail 
utils, free high speed Internet & 
cable TV. $2450. NO FEE 


617-876-7979 


on 


QUINCY Spacious 2BR 


near highway. Large mas 
ter BR, lots of closet space 
no pets $1050 and uf 


617-640-3856 


REVERE 


-BR with newer 
kitchen & bath. W/D in base 
ment, close to Blue Line 
$1150/mo. First and security 


781-581-6323. 


ROSLINDALE-Great Location 
3BR Apt, Hyde Park Ave. Sun 
ny, Convenient to Bus and T 
Updated, Parking, Great Value 
at $1,290. 617-763-5559 





let 





iX.com 


www. thephoeni 


V 





To place an ad call 617-859-3300 / fax: 617-425-2670 / email: classifieds @phx.com 


great places to live | place an ad call 617.859.3300 today! 
email: classifieds@phx.com | www.thephoenix.com 








Sq. Park offer a 


laundry and ar 





proach for the 


er. Thes 








DAV 


SOMERVILLE 
tudio in red brick Elevator 
building. Hardwood floors, heat 
cluded aundry 
PROSPECT 


BR 


and water 
building 

Sunny 
floors 
included, laundry on premises 
$1050; DAVIS SQUARE 1 BR 
steps to T, Nice brick building 
hardwood floors 
included $1225 

building $1325 

MANY NO FEE-1/2 FEE AVAIL 


Nice, hardwood 


Large EIK, Heat & Water 


heat & water 
2 BR ir 


same 





1735 Mass. Ave 
Cambridge, MA 02138 


(617) 868-0033 


www.metrorealtycorp.com 


SOMERVILLE-2 BR near Port 
er & Davis. Irg Ir, dr, w&d, no 
fee. $1600+utils 
Call 617-771-5119 
SOMERVILLE 
1br, Stu inc ht&hw $800 
tbr, City Ha $9. 
1br, Davis Sq inc all $1100 
1br,Winter Hill inc ht&hw..$1106 
2br, Winter Hill $1 


2br, Davis Sq 
3br,Davis Sq 
3br, Porter Sq 


4br, Davis Sq 





$1600 
4br, Porter Sq 2 full bath $2100 
5br, Porter Sq 2 full bath .$230( 


(617) 623-6631 


ame Norton 
ERA Group 


REAL ESTATE 





SOMERVILLE 


Cambridge, Medford 
Malden, Chelsea, E. Boston 
We Pay you to rent thru us. 





BY sassesisayisarasverisiiscaress PO 
esseeeeee900 

--$1100 

eeseeeee91300 

4BD sssseeeee1 500 


ROSS R.E. 
617-666-8188 


SOMERVILLE 


2BR, Near Union sq. hrd fi 
W/D. $900 p/mth (1st 
last req). Avail now 


Call 617-504 


hrepiace 


STRATTON WOODS 

SCARBORO- 1 fir.28R 
1BA,1 Car attached,wWD 
W.LR w/fpic,$1200 
mo+utils.Call 415-3671 





THE BOSTON PHOENIX NEWS & FEATURES DECEMBER 10, 2004 37 





YN 
n 
K > A 
OWED $49 
BE BRIGH CENTEF 
MODERN COM 
P x ( 
BE A i. GREA AY 
MC DE RN 
- H 1 
) ) f AM 
F ARGE MS.MO 
KIT 13¢ 
>t f ( N M 
E.M( Rr j f 
NICE 145 
) OAK SO f INY 
OUS. PARKIN¢ $150 
3BED:PACKARD CORNER 
GLEAMING REDONE 
PORCH...$16 
ABED: ALLSTON. IN HOUSE 
Tw 3ATHS SHOW 
XREA N $2.0( 
3BED: BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
tc MI 








Bostons8est 


R@EALT *¥ 


STUDIO: Allston, Best 
Large Room, Sunny On T 
STUDIO: Boston, B.u 
Campus, A/C, Porch 


STUDIO: Fenway, Alcove 
ny And Clear 





1BED:allston, Cris Classic 


Style On Comm Ave $935 
1BED Jak Square,no Lead 
Ready Today, Parking $995 
1BED: Alliston, Split Style, Great 
For Two $1050 
1BED: Cleveland Circle, E.i.k 
Pets Allowed $1200 


2BED: Brighton Center, Modern 








Complex $1100 
2BED: Allston, Great LayOut 
Modern Kitch $1200 
2BED: Boston, West CamPus 
Large Rooms, ModErn Kitch 
$1300 
2BED: Allston Com Ave, Mod 
ern Condo.very Nice $1450 
3BED: Oak Square, Shiny 
Floor Spacious Parking 
$1500 
3BED Packards Corner 
Gleaming, Just Redone, Porch 
$1650 
4BED: Alliston, In House 
Baths, Shows Great, Or 
$2 006 
BED: Boston University 
ampus, Duplex, Pkg $2 ,50( 


Boston's Best Realty 
1149 Commonwealth Ave 
617 782 6000 


West Roxbury-1BR $850 NO 
BROKER FEE Newly renovated 


one bedroom apartment, very 
sunny and spacious, hot water 
included in the rent! Grand 


Central Apartments Open 
weekends 617-342-7118 


www .grandcentralapartme 











































Miscellaneous 


Christmas Special 
Free Direct TV Satellite! Free 4 
room system installed. Free 3 
months of HBO and Cinemax 
Over 220 channels. Program 
ming starts $39.99 month 888- 
554-6059. 





Real Estate for 
Sale 





LowellLofts.com 





978-458-0031 


ALLSTON-Fifth floor corner 
unit, HW floors, great city views 
from private roof deck, 1BR with 
plenty of space. 350k. Jon Ma- 
son S&S RE 781-881-4022 


BACK BAY/BOSTON-This 
Unique property is fit for the 
music enthuseaust & contains a 
fully wired pro recording studio 
$799k. Jon Mason S&S RE 
781-881-4022 


CAMBRIDGE 
SUNDAY OPEN 
HOUSES 


CAMBRIDGE, Brattle Area 

57 Brewster St. 1897 single 
from Cambridge Restorations 
Six bdrms, 4.5 baths, 5,079 
sq.ft. floor area. Family rm. 2 
home offices w/sep. entr. Lovely 
city garden. $3.5M 


CAMBRIDGE, Harvard Sq 

11.5 Hilliard St. 1894 single 
Camb. Restorations. 2-story 
atrium. 2 fireplaces, DR, family 
room. 4 bdrm 3.5 baths. Priv 
courtyd. 2 home offices w/sep 
entr. $2.85M 


CAMBRIDGE, Avon Hill 

14 Linnaean. Big updated 1884 
single. 5+ br, 3.5 ba, 3,000+ 
sq.ft. liv area. Office, fine 
garden. $1.699M 


CAMBRIDGE, Brookside 

28 Foch, Alewife 1892 single/2- 
fam. 5 br, 3 mod. ba, 1,836 
sf.la. $539K 


CAMBRIDGE, 931 Mass.Av 

In 56-unit modern high rise 
with concierge: 1 br, 1.5 bath 
priv. Indry. $350K 


CAMBRIDGE, 8 Field St. 2nd 
flr, 2fam. 2 br, sm. study. DR 
attic. ‘01 bath-&kit. Tandem 
park. $419K 


CAMBRIDGE, 16 Fainwood 
Rehab. 1st flr, secluded 3fam 
DR, fine kit, 2 bdrm, priv. deck 
$399.9K 


Fred Meyer, Realtor 
2000 President MA Realtors 
Licensed R.E. Appraiser 
University R.E. 
Harvard Sq 
617-876-1200 


See ALL your choices now with 
addresses, color photos, 
comps 
& many video home tours. 


www.cambridgecondos.com 
www.housesnearharvard.com 


Realty 


Real Estate /Roommates 





CHARLESTOWN 


GIBSON 


Real Estate 
CHARLESTOWN 


3 BR's, 3.5 Baths, garage, a/c, 

oak floors, cathedral ceiling 
granite & stainless kitchen. Pri- 
vate patio & more! $619K 


Mon. Ave Corner, Sunny 1 BR 
condo in gas lit area, wood 
floors, laundry in unit. $309K 


2 BR's, 2 Bath duplex with 
city views and a wonderful 
deck & garden $479,900 


3 BR, 2 Bath 1,700sf town- 
house with central ac, gas fire- 
place, garage, Oak floors, gran 
ite kit. Open floor plan $565K 


View many more listings at 
GibsonRE.com 


Open 7 Days 
Gibson Charlestown 
Real Estate 
142 Main Street 
617-242-3073 








Winthrop by the Sea! 
Only minutes to Boston, Miles of 
sandy beaches & Spectacular 
Boston Skyline & ocean views! 


A display of quality Pride that 
will exceed your expecations! 
All new 3 or 4 br, 2.5 ba, 2,700 
+ sq. ft. townhomes, gorgeous 
new wood craftsmanship, gran- 
ite/stainless kithens, steps to 
t h e 
ocean! from $485,000.00 


Boston skyline views abound! 
Enjoy oceanside living with your 
own private beach + seaside 
deck, sprawling 4 br, 3 ba cape 
elegant fireplaced living room 
guest quarters, $624,900.00 


Exceptional 2 family 6/7 + ex- 
tended living space, both qual 
ity, modern apartments modern 
quality oak floors, a step above! 
$599,900.00 


Very painstakingly maintained 2 
family 6/6, beautiful common ar- 
eas, shinny hardwood floors, all 
walis and ceiling like new, new- 
er roof, large yard, $529,900.00 


Total updates for this unique 4 
brm, 2 ba plus full, extended liv- 
ing quarters for family & guest 
gorgeous new maple kitchen 
leads to deck with beautiful 
views, fireplace, expandable 
atic, plenty of parking 
$429,900.00 


Don't miss this one!! Young 3 
br, 1.5 ba ranch with finished 
basement, modern maple kitch- 
en, family room, central air,a lot 
better than renting! 
$299,900.00 


Oceanfront condos, sweeping 
Boston Skyline views! all gor- 
geous natural gumwwod craft- 
ed 2 & 3 bedroom condos, fire- 
places, built in bookcases, up- 
dated granite kitchens, extend- 
ed guest quarters and expand- 
able attic, $429,900.00 


Highland Real Estate 
617-846-8000 
www.highlandre.com 





CHARLESTOWN, 3 BR's, 3.5 
Baths, garage, a/c 

oak floors, cathedral ceiling 
granite & stainless kitchen. Pri 
vate patio & more! $619K 


CHARLESTOWN, Mon. Ave 
Corner, Sunny 1 BR condo in 
gas lit area, wood floors, laun- 
dry in unit. $309K 


CHARLESTOWN, ,2 

BR's, 2 Bath duplex with 
city views and a wonderful 
deck & garden $479,900 


CHARLESTOWN, 3 BR, 2 Bath 
1,700sf townhouse with central 
ac, gas fireplace, garage, oak 
floors, granite kit. Open floor 
plan $565K 


View many more listings at 
GibsonRE.com 


Open 7 Days 
Gibson Charlestown 
Real Estate 

142 Main Street 











Sublets/ 
Temporary 


Allston-Right across street 
form Harvard Avenue B 
line. 1BR in 4BR apt. 1st 
floor of house. fully fur- 
nished huge room and two 


living rooms. Avail Jan-May 
31st. Negotiable on period 
of stay. 





914-837-3381 

fnorth @ bu.edu 
ALLSTON-Sublease 
1 B/R for sublet in 2 B/R apmt 
Newly renovated kitchen, fully 


furnished, HWD fils, big screen 
TV, enterainment ctr, HT/HW 
incid, laundry in bid, near T 
Avail: Dec 20th to May 20th. NO 
FEES. Day: 781-407-9330 

Eve: 617-872-5592 


SANDWICH 
HOUSE FOR RENT 


Beautiful, Well Kept 2 Bedroom 
Cape. Furnished. 1.5 Bath 
Washer & Drier. Oil Heat. Hard 
wood Floors. Ocean View. Easy 
access to Rtes 3, 6 and 495. Off 
Street Parking. Weekly Trash 
Pickup. Available Now thru 
June. $1000 per month + Util 
NO PETS. References Re- 
quired. Call 978-263-3231 





RA LEELA EL 
KILLINGTON Ski Club 
‘sick of crowded ski houses?’ 
Come join the tribe at the Kok- 
opelli Inn. Seasonal shares. Pri- 


vate rooms w/bath. Use of all 
amenities! 802-236-4409 


EPIRA 
Home Buyer 
Services 


Become a Savvy 
Homebuyer 


Learn how at our free seminar 
Wednesday 1/26, 7-8:30pm at 
the Radisson Hotel, 777 Me- 
morial Drive, Cambridge 
Space limited. For into 
www.channingrealestate.com 
Or call: 617-796-2905. 





CHANNING 
REAL ESTATE 


ld 
ROOMMATES 


All Areas 


Roommates.com Browse hun- 
dreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your 
roommate with a click of the 
mouse! Visit 


www.Roommates.com 


PLT ES 
Rooms Available 
BOSTON 


Zen Martial Art Temple living, 
study under Shim Gum Do 
Mind Sword Path Founding 
Master, Zen Master Chang Sik 
Kim. Spacious, clean, secure 
living near Cleveland Circle 
Private room, beautiful grounds 
Meals, utilities, training fees in- 
cluded only $800/month $75 
parking!! Call Mary Stackhouse 
(617)787-1506 


*CHELSEA 
WATERFRONT* 


M to shre with M beautiful 3 fl 
Condo w/waterfront view and 
bck yard. Private Room & Bth 
on sep floor. W&D in unit. $725 
incl ht, ht wtr and cable. near 
T.Avail now 617-887-1521 


MISSION HILL 
BRIGHAM CIRCLE 


Roommates Wanted. $520/mo 
1st/Last/Sec required. Avail im- 
mediately.1 year lease. 617- 
731-6364 ans. machine 
617-872-4741 


SOMERVILLE: 


Male Rmmates wnt. Close to 
buses, no pets. $450+ ht & utils 
W/D, 1 mth sec. 617-625-7047, 
no calls after 10pm 


WEST NEWTON 


Prof M/F wanted to shr 2 bdr 
apt in 2 family house. Free off 
St. prk $600 + util. Call John 
Close to all shopping, transit 


617 859-3310 


ALLSTON-F prof/grad wanted 
for room in renovated apt All- 
ston. Victorian house near Hvd 
Biz Sch. Free street pkg, Ig liv- 
ing room & kitchen, sun prch, 
storage space, internet/cable 
ready, and fireplace. Close to 
Hvd Sq, Mass Pike, Storrow, 
Hvd/Comm Ave’s. Easy access 
via bus to Hvd/Central Squares 
green/red lines. $750 per 
month + utilities. No pets 
617-499-4877 








Aliston-Share $675 Large bed- 
room available in a spacious 
two bedroom apartment, great 
area close to Harvard Sq, great 
roommate! Grand Central 
Roommates Open on week- 
ends 617-342-7172 

www.grandcentralroommates.com 


ALLSTON: 
Nice RM in 3 person apt. Nr 
bus line & green line. $500/mo 
+utils. Avi now! Nice quiet loc 
617-782-3476 


Almost Solo-Ashmont 
Dorch-Sk quiet prof F 
Share sunlit spacious 2BR 


w/pt F w/d. near T. garage 
porch yd $895+ 825-4481 





ARLINGTON $685, 1 in Three- 
Available immediately, great 
apartment in Arlington, on the 
red line, 5 min walk from Ale- 
wife T station. Live with two 
considerate res Call 877-367 
7368 or visit 


www metroroommates.com/phx asp 


BACK BAY Gm Sking quiet 
non-smoking M 4 impressive 
condo near public garden. fur 
nished except 4 yr bedroom 
$750/mo +util. 617-437-6735 


Beaches/T/Boston close-safe 
nice/good area. Semi-furnished 
$295+. 617-846-8119 or email 
Taochia @ aol.com 


BELMONT-Furn'd rm. No smkr 

$600 util incld, 78 bus to HVD 

STA. Shr k&b, Indry, pkg 
617-484-5210 


BOSTON Symphony/NU area 

students (1 M & 1 F) seek 
roommate, N/S, quiet, for 1 BD 
in 3BD apt. Pvt balcony, ige Iv 
rm, kit, dn rm, hdwd firs, w/d 


ac. Nr. shops and T. Great | 


area.$1000+util. 781-710-1205 





BRAINTREE: shr 2BR condo 
All util,$400,1 and 1. Nr T, pkg, 
w/d in bidg, No pets, Smokers 
ok, storage.need car. 

Call anytime & leave message 

Warren 781-843-2460 


BRIGHTON $737, 1 in Three- 
This is a great room with one 
very large window which gets 
the sun all day long. Lots of 
storage space within the apart- 
ment, very large Call 201-845- 
7300 OF www sublet com/phx.asp 


Brighton Lady to Share Apart- 
ment with couple over 40 $250 
each a month, Sofa in Living 
Room. Closet, Everything In- 
cluded. 617-734-0274 


BRIGHTON-$700 a month + 
utilities. 3 bedroom apartment 
on Commonwealth Ave., seek- 
ing third roommate. Located on 
the B line, easy walk to C and D 
lines. Minutes from Boston Col- 
lege. Easy on street parking 
Washer/dryer in basement 
Roommates are 22 year old 
male law student and 30 year 
old male graduate sociology 
student. Please contact Leigh at 
cumminib @ bc.edu or 
857.498.2539 


BRIGHTON-Huge 24x16’, 1BR 
Avail in 5BR home. near T & 
Buses, W/D, Irge common area 
free parking $625+utils+ht & 
hw. Call Dave 845-642-8372 


BRIGHTON/ 
BROOKLINE 


M 48 sks prof M 25+ to shre 2 
BD apt. near T, on st pkg or 
rented pking lot. Modern big w/ 
laundry, porch. Cable & internet 
avail. $590 incl heat and hot 
water. Avail ASAP. 

for pics go to:  http:/ 
www.idmstudios.com 

617-739-6876 
idmstudios @ comcast.net 


BROOKLINE-Cleveland Circle 
area, large historic home. Maid 
Service. Single, Gay, Physician 
from iIndia/Pakistan. In ex- 
change you provide exercise 
training, stretching routine, total 
body massage, landscaping 
yard and shoveling snow. Men 
only. Must be non-smoker, non- 
alcoholic, neat, clean, honest & 
reliable. Handyman skills plus 
References required. Ideal op- 
portunity for aspiring artist, 
Blooming professional athlete 
competitive body builder, grad- 
uate or professional student 
Can provide stipend for per- 
sonal trainer services. Compat- 
ibility and companionship es- 
sential criteria for selection. Call 
Hassan Voice mail 617-499- 
4899 or email 
sensualsoulfulmd @ verizon.net 


BROOKLINE-M/F over 21 for 
fully furn 8 rm 2 bath twnhs 
Beacon St on T. $850. Avail 
Now. Steve or Ann 617-566 
7174 


Brookline-Coolidge Corner 
Furn Bdrm avail in Ig sunny apt 
flat screen tv/cable in rm, Close 
to T, Hdwd fir,laundry in bidg 
$750 incl util. 617-277-9661 


BROOKLINE:Sunny/cozy bdrm 
avi for prof M/F, shr Ig kitch & 
Ilvgrm, laund, cls to T, $600+ 
utils. Avail immed! 
617-277-2972. Al or Jeremy. 


CAPE COD 


Bourne; Guy 40+ wanted 
to shr Waterfront hse w/dock & 
gym Year round. $600/mth 
Call 508-563-5813 


COLLIDGE CORNER/ 
BROOKLINE 

1 BD avail in a 3 BD apt 
Lg, sunny,clean & furnishd apt 
(Rm not fnshd). Close to T, 
$600 incl util, 1st & Lst dep 
ask for Laura 617-504-1062 
Available 12/1 


DAVIS SQUARE 

Vegetarianish house in need of 
N/S, queer friendly, thrift store 
going, laid back, exceptional 
person to share space, and cul- 
tivate laughter, and encourage 
creativity. 5 BR house w/ new 
HWF, freshly painted walls, 
large kitchen, 1.5 bath, and lots 
of space. Call 405-204-7081 
21-25ish. $400 incl hot wter & 
wireless internet 


Davis Square-2 rms in 3br 
apt,1 f sking n/s roommate, 3 
biks from T,bik from bike path 
have 1 dog & 1 cat, $925+ 
Please call Marji 617-628-6263 


DEDHAM:F wanted to share 
beautiful single family house. Nr 
Rte 128. Avi now! All amenities 
$550-$700. N/S. Need car 

Cali Howard 781-329-7992 

Cell: 617-640-0869 


DORCHESTER: Nice room on 
safe residential st for $435 
Free W/D. Bus direct to 
UMASS, Back porch, hwd firs 
Most pets ok. 617-825-5087 


DORCHESTER-Adam’'s _ Vil- 
lage, Female to share 8 room 4 
bedroom apt, near T, $450/mo 
+utils. 617-265-3225 


DORCHESTER-Looking for 
Rmmt, gay friendly, On-street 
prkg, on T, Avail 12/1. $600 utils 
incl. 617-279-5490 call anytime 


Dorchester-34 Pond Street 
near Red line, easy access to 
downtown. Close to UMASS 
Boston, Female. $500 util in 
cluded. 617-549-2530 


DRACUT-Near UMASS Lowell 
N Campus. Sincere Bi-Div-W 
Male looking for honest & Bi or 
curious straight male for room 
mate. | own a 2 bed condo in 
Dracut with fully furnished bed- 
room to rent queensized bed 
TV, very comfortable for the 
right person. Asking $585.00 
per month includes all utility 
(reasonable usage) and clean- 
ing service to accomodate work 
schedules. Note-this is not a 
personal ad, this is a place for 
you to live. Ask for Denis cell 
978-902-1140 








JAMACIA = PLAIN-$650+util 
Lovely 2BR. Non smoker. M/F 
mature professional. Near T, 
furnished, laundry, garden, cats 
ok. Call 617-522-1129 


JAMAICA PLAIN 

Sk 1 prof/grad m/f to shre town- 
house. Walk to pond/T/Bus 39, 
pkg, yard, no pets/smkg. quiet, 
sunny. $500 617-513-8649. 


LOWELL 


Nice area, Room in private 
Home for responsible person 
clean, W/D, yard, quiet street 
$400 All included 
978-970-0632 


Lynn/Swampscott Line 

Walk to train/beach town hse, 
Gay M 4 same pkng W/D. hse 
privileges. yd, decks. All $675 
781-598-9236 


MEDFORD 


Shre Apt $500+util. Storage, 
W/D. On T & Commuter Rail 
line. Absolutely No Drugs & No 
Smoking. 781-483-3404 


MEDFORD-Male sks Reliable 
Female, $650 a month+utils, 2 
rms w/access to whole house, 
parking, storage & laundry. 
No partying. 781-820-2896 


MEDFORD-Nr Tufts-1 LF Sks 
1 F for sunny, large, clean apt 
Hard Wd firs, W/D, prkg, cats 
ok. $600+. 11/15 or 12/1. Call 
Lupe 781-874-1285. 


NAHANT: Shr 4 bdr, ocean 
front hse w/2 adults and child 
Lg bdr w/ocean view. Beach, 
parking, yard,w/d, cable, $545 
Avail ASAP 781-581-0181 


Nashua, NH-Male/Female 
wanted to share with Male, 2BR 
apartment, 1.5 baths, A/C, near 
Rte.3. $475 per month+half 
utils. 603-490-9433 


NEEDA 
ROOMMATE FAST?! 


617-859-9777 
www.roommateexpress.com 


a 
NEWTON $450, 1 in Three- 
Looking for open minded 
Friendly roommate to move in 
to 3 bedroom house in Newton 
Hardwood floors, Large bed- 


rooms, Laundry on site, Call 
877-367-7368 or visit 


www metroroommates.com/phx.asp 


NORTH END $800, 1 in Three- 
Furnished Room For RentMGH 
responsible Female and, male 
Tufts Medical are looking for 
another to share a 3 bedroom 
furnished apt 2 m Call 201-845- 
7300 Of www.sublet.com/phx.asp 


PEABODY-2 F to share a large 
house, yard, parking, close to 
128, W/D, pool, completely re- 
modeled, large rooms. $800 
utils included. 978-977-0816 


REVERE $625, 1 in Two-Spa- 
cious one bedroom available in 
a cozy two bedroom home in 
Beachmont. Quiet location on 
the Winthrop/East Boston line 
with an exquisi Call 877-367- 
7368 or visit 


www metroroommates.com/phx.asp 


REVERE BEACH Female 
seeks roommate to share 
large two Bed with: W/D 
Lrg walk-in closet, off street 


parking. Minute walk to T, 
Beach & Stores. $600/mo + 
1/2 util. Avail immed. Call 
Heather 781-289-0446 





REVERE BEACH 
Share house. 3 blocks beach 
and T. $450 incl util!. First & 
last. Male wtd. 781-289-2002. 


REVERE-1M sks M roommate 
1 Ig sunny BR, 3rms + ba, hw 
firs, newly painted, 2nd fir apt in 
3 fam hse. Gay Friendly.. $400 
incl utils. 617-447-9221 


SOMERVILLE-Avail Now, 1Br 
in 3 Br. Porter/Davis $534+utils 
each. Clean, quiet, non smok- 
ing, no pets, professional M/F 
603-498-6192 


SOMERVILLE-Davis / Porter 1 
bed in 2 bed spacious & sunny 
apartment. Laundry, living rm, 
dining rm, porches. $700, Great 
deal. 617-501-7014 


SOMERVILLE 
2 Bd avail in a 2 family house. 5 
min from Davis Sq T. deck & 
back yard. $675/each rm 
smokers & pets ok. Avi Jan 1st 
617-776-2662 


Somerville-Share $450 Huge 
bedroom available in four bed 
apartment, fully loaded kitchen, 
tons of parking available, near 
T line! Grand Central Room- 
mates Open on weekends 617- 
342-7172 

www.grandcentralroommates.com 


South Boston-Share $600 
Two roommates and a cat are 
in need of a third roommate 
quiet/safe street in a great area, 
near T line! Grand Central 
Roommates Open on week- 
ends 617-342-7172 

www.grandcentralroommates.com 


SOUTH BOSTON $750, 1 in 
Two-Two blocks from the 
beach, newly renovated, Gran- 
ite countertops,dishwasher/dis- 
posal. Twelve foot ceilings. Bus 
line to the city right o Call 201- 
845-7300 OF www.subiet.com/phx.asp 


WATERTOWN 
1 BD avail in 3 BD+office town- 
house. $700 inci heat. Lg BD, 
huge 3 Level townhome w/ 2 
ful bth. Conv to Watertown Sq 
190 and T! 617-458-1517 


WATERTOWN $575, 1 in Two- 
2fir duplex, quiet street, Bel- 
mont, Walthamlines. Basement 
2 BR, small study, 1.5 baths 
LR, DR and K with all appli- 
ances. Hdwd firs, Call 201-845- 
7300 OF www.subiet.com/phx.asp 











WATERTOWN-2 M sks mature 
M/F 34+ for 3 Br town hse, 
deck, off st prkg, near T & Bus 
$425+ util. N/S, No pets. Avail 
Flexible. 617-923-8063 


Watertown-rm in spac apt 
avail- great loc - near T $500 
inclusive w/prk, WD. 1 gay m, n/ 
s, drug free, established pro- 
fessional seeking 1 or 2 room- 
mates m/f, grad student or prof, 
responsible and laid-back 

Call 617-923-2887 


WOBURN-Mature GF looking 
for same to share 3br duplex 
near 128 & 93, no drugs no al- 
cohol, pets ok. Call days 
8:00am-1:00pm or leave mes- 
sage. $650+shared utils 
781-491-0179. 


A HUGE 
VICTORIAN 


Dorchester 1BR_ avail. 


Large sunny apt. near Red 
Line. E/I kitchen, w/d. d/w. 
Easy on-street parking. 
$600+util 617-436-1069 
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$5 OFF 1ST 
SESSION 


The ultimate and self 
pampering. Swedish, Thai, 
Sports massages and 

reflexol 
617-285-3580 


**AWESOME MASSAGE** 
NORTH OF BOSTON 
Total body massage for 

men. Rob 978-352-6890 


**NIRVANA** 


Experience a _ euphoric 
massage tailored to the 
unique stresses of the cor- 
porate and college gentie- 
man. Indulge in lustrious 
rapture at the hands of a 
man for a man. Attention 
students: Let me lighten 
your load with 30% regular 
rates for a limited time 

Call for appt. 

781-640-2098 in calls only. 


*TOTAL MAN* 


Combining Swedish, hot stone, 
4 hands by male, Sports and 
Tantric sessions. Central loca- 
tion, parking & T. Clean & dis- 
creet. Free driving service 

AM discounts. 

617-822-2944 

*Moondance 

Massage* 
We have therapists available 
Open 7 days/evenings! Con- 
veniently located off Rt. 195, on 
Rt. 6. Walk-ins are always wel- 
come. We also offer Hot Stone 
Massage. This is a private and 
relaxing setting. Come and visit 
us on your way to the casinos 
www.moondancemassage.com 
or call us at 


508-336-1313. 


$$55 Hr. $$75 1 1/2 hr. 
FRIENDLY CERTIFIED 
MASSAGE nr Beacon St. 
1-866-BackRub. 
BostonMassage.com. David 
Brandon. IN/OUT 


A PLUS 
MASSAGE 


Senior discount available 





In & Out. Call for appt. after 
9 am, Eddie at 781- 
367-4610. 





AVATAR MASSAGE 
9:00am-9:00pm M-Sat 
SPECIALS!! 

Credit Cards Accepted 
Metro Boston 
781-395-1758 


BODYWORK FOR MEN 
Skilled male therapist. North of 
Logan. Day/Eve appointments 
Justin 781-789-4449 


CANDLE LIGHT MASSAGE 
Stress reduction with a 
nurturing massage 
(617) 661-8860 
CHINESE BODY 
MASSAGE 
Specializing in relief from Pain, 

Stress, Tention & Insomnia 


508-651-9111 
SEE OUR DISPLAY! 


Deep, Nurturing 
Massage. 

Licensed/Certified. Mon-Sat 

Call 617-731-4336 


Eastern Medical 
MASSAGE 
Main Street 


Salem 
978-314-3969 





One hour sensual massage 
for men. In call only. 


FREE! 
M-F 10am-4pm 
Call Haley (978) 865-1194 


Manchester, MA 


MASSAGE 


BY LIC 
MASSAGE 





Mind, Body & Spirit 














ESALEN 
MASSAGE & 
HOT TUB 


WHOLISTIC BODYWORK 
Nurturing Caring Gentie 


PRIVATE WOODED 
SETTING 
Certified and Licensed 


1-978-266-2727 


www.massagehottub.com 


ESCAPE 
Enjoy a wonderful massage by 
a female therapist that will 
leave 
you completely relaxed in a 
stress free comfortable setting 
Take an hour vacation from 
your life; next stop paradise 
617-304-9354 
Hiring 


FOR MEN 
Men To Men 


Massage 
Experience a pleasurable full 
body relaxing massage. You 

will feel rejuvenated! 

617-921-4145 


FOR MEN 
Worcester area.Bodyworks, 
massage to relieve stress from 
work, marriage or life. In/Out 
Call Anthony 508-344-0087 


FULL BODY MASSAGE 


STIMULATING 
FULL BODY MASSAGE 
In-Out calls by mature male 
Call Michael @ 781-938-1196 


FULL BODY 
MASSAGE 


by licensed massueses in Ded- 
ham area. Specializing in 
Swedish, Therapeutic, muscu- 
lar therapy. Tanning available 
Also hiring licensed masseuses 
781-461-8266 


HAWAIIAN 
MASSAGE 


Experience the soothing, 
blissful rhythms and 
graceful flow of Hawaiian 


massage. Relax & Let Go 
with a natural flow. Loving 
Nurturing Healing. 
Massage from the Heart 
By Appt. 9am-9pm Lisa 


617-547-6191 





HEAVENLY 
MASSAGE 


Sensual full body massage that 
will take your mind body and 
soul to the next level. Once 
you've taken the journey with 
us, you will return for many 
more adventures 
617-803-4283 


HOLIDAYTIME 
MASSAGE 


Performed by lic/cert male OT 
Masseur. 
Metrowest 508-308-4504 


LEAVE YOUR STRESS 
BEHIND 
Rebalance and restore your 
well-being and harmony. Pro- 
foundly relaxing healing touch 
and hands-on bodywork with 
other stress solutions. Call for 

appointment 978-369-8978 


MASSAGE FOR 
MEN AND WOMEN 


Variety of massages. By appt, 
no outcalls 
Malden 617-816-3981 


Massage Therapist 
Proficient, Deep Tissue, 
Swedish. 7 days a week. 


MA/NH border. 
Call David 978-457-5359. 





MASSAGE 
THERAPY 


Get a good relaxing massage in 
a private, comfortable setting by 
a skilled male therapist 

Call 617-331-2599 


MINDFULL TOUCH 


Bodywork by Hank for men 
ages 18-98. Exp California 
CMT. Swedish/Esalen, breath 
work relaxation and stress re- 
duction. In/Out Calls, Call-in 
welcomed. Call: 617-784-4944 


HOME DETOXIFICAT 
UNIQUE HOME 
DETOX 


For drug and alcohol 
addiction. Private and 
confidential. Physician 
directed. Covered by 
all insurance plans. 
1-800-770-1904 


(24 hours) 


CHINESE. 
BODY 
MASSAGE 
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Mind, Body & Spirit 


NH SEACOAST MAN 

37 yr old, gives theraputic mas- 
sage to discerning gentleman 
10 yr school experience 
Serving NH, MA border. 

in/out. Allan 978-319-0650 


North Shore Swedish/ Deep 
Tissue/Esalen Full Body 
Massage. 

Studio or outcall by male thera- 

pist. Call Carl for appt @ 
781-956-3322. Visit us at 
arelaxationresponse.com 


OUT OF THE BLUE 
Stressed out? Feeling 
down? A massage will 


chase away the blues. Our 


therapist will rejuvenate 
your mind & body. AC & 
showers avi. Call 
617-731-2993 


PAR EXCELLENCE! 
Solid, Thorough W/Heart 
Relax & Let Go 
An Esalen Massage 
JEFF 
617-236-7009 


RELAX FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS 


One hour sensual massage for 
men. tn call only. 
Special: Book 1 hour and get 
15 min FREE! M-F 10a- 4 pm 
Call Haley 978-865-1194 
Manchester, Mass 


SELF DAY SPA 


Come in and unwind with a 
soothing full body massage 
New staff. Open 6 days 
Call for appt 781-324-3232 


SENSUAL 
TOUCH 


1 hour full body 
sensual 


various 
massages avail- 
able. Incall location on 
North Shore 

Mon-Sat. 11am-7pm 
for Lisa 781-632-5245 


ask 


SOUTH of Boston: 


Massage for men. Relaxation 
sports, pain relief. Certified, |i- 
censed male therapist. Days 
evenings 617-471-5900 


THERAPUTIC 
MASSAGE 


Indulge yourself with a relaxing 
full body massage in a private 
& 


discreet setting. Savin Hill Area 
$75 per hour, certified 
Michael: 617-504-3131 
Or visit my website 
WWW.MASSAGE4ALL.COM 


TIRED of spending your money 
on a lousy massage and 
stress” release? Get a real 

massage by a professional 
male therapist 
Clean and 
617.825.5834 


TOTAL BODY 
MASSAGE 


by Latino male therapist with 
great body & hands. Release 
your daily stress from home & 
work in a relaxing & private 
atmosphere. COLLEGE 
DISCOUNTS. St8/bi-curious 
se habla espanol 
617-240-0095 


Traditional Thai 


Massage 

Back from Vacation by Thai 
Massage Therapist of 2Oyrs 
exp.-reduce muscular strain/ 
stiffness, stimulation of circula- 
tion and metabolism facilitates 
healing. $35/hr. Call ORN 857- 
204-5377 or 617-372-3154 


TRADITIONAL 
MASSAGE 


Increase your body's 
circulation. Similar in benefits to 
accupuncture but no needles. 


258 Elm Street in Davis 
Square, Somerville 
10 AM - 10 PM 7 days a week 
Appt only 617-625-3366 


1245 Hancock St, rear side, 
Quincy Ctr.T Station 
617-689-0060 
10AM- 10 PM 7 days a week 


Counseling 


LES RLY RARE IE I 9 AIRE 
AFFORDABLE, EXCELLENT 
PSYCHOTHERAPY AND 
CAREER COUNSELING 
for young adults. Life. Love 
Dating. Career. Self Esteem 
and more. Over 20 years 
experience. Individual, group 
and couples counselning. 
Interview us at no charge 
617-868-7775 Carl J. 
Schneider and Marcia Weiss 


safe setting 











Philosophical 


Counseling 
Dr. Uri Henig, 413-253-4447 
www.PhilosophyDialogue.net 
free initial consultation 


Addiction/ 
Recovery 


HOME DETOXIFICATION 
UNIQUE HOME 
* DETOX 


For drugs and alcohol ad- 
diction. Private and confi- 


dential. Physician directed 
Covered by all insurance 
plans 

1-800-770-1904 (24 hours) 





Sustenance 
Nourishing Body, Mind and 
Soul. A spiritual solution to 
food compulsion & weight 
Michael J. Mark- 
Phone 
sessions available. For 
more information go to 
www.mysustenance.com 


control 
Wellness Coach 





MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 
SEEKING 

EMPLOYMENT | 


Well Trained Massage therapist 
seeks full-time position within a 
day spa or hollistic practice en 
vironment. Many modalities of 
fered. For more information call 
603-231-2140. 





Yoga Studios 





GIFT FOR A POWER 
YOGA MAVEN: 
Great T’s: “Down Dog,” 
"Up Dog,’ 'Dancer’s 
pose,’and ‘Vinyasa.’ 
cafeshops.com/poweryogacntri 










Look 
for a 
job on 
the 
train. 
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Look 
for a 
job in 
the 
office. 
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e CHILDREN (41/, up) & ADULTS 








BAY STATE 
SKATING SCHOOL 






www.baystateskatingschool.org 
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Activism 


SAVE OUR 
FORESTS!!! 


$300-$500/week 


Environmental Action PAC is 
fighting a Bush proposal to 
open more national forests to 
logging & mining. FT/PT career 
opportunities 

Call Tom at 617-338-7882 





Bar/Club/ 
Restaurant 
FEMALE DANCERS 


EARN UP TO $800+/wk. Must 
be 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec 
call Alex 





617-427-6514 
lave [) 
RESTAURANT 


Burlington Mall 


Is now interviewing 
Asst Kitchen Managers 
Front Managers 
Requires 2 or more solid years 
of full service, high-volume 
management experience in a 
casual dining establishment 
Please send resumes to 
E-mail: burgm @Idry.cor 
Fax: 781.272.9555 


Daytime positions for: 


Host Staff » Wait Staff 
Kitchen Staff 
Curator 

We offer excellent health & 
dental benefits, paid vacation 
and super employee discounts! 

Apply in person daily at 

75 Middlesex Turnpike 

Burlington, MA 01803 

EOE 


Opportunity 


6 Figures in 6 
Months 


Work from home with this prov- 
en success system. Training in- 
cluded. Not MLM. 800-808- 
8693 or www. 1-2- 
WEALTH.com 


A $250K+ 1st Year 


income 
Opportunity. Home based. No 
personal selling. Not MLM! Call 
877-347-3745 24hrs Training 
and support provided 


Are You Business 
Oriented? 


Learn to earn $200K+, no com- 
mute. Realistic opportunity, 
training provided, not MLM. Call 
now! 800-895-9946 


Business Opportunity 

Proven money making system 
6 Figure potential from home 
Not MLM. 800-345-9688 X4138 


Fire Your Boss! 
Realistic $15K/month potential 
from home. Proven system for 
success. FT/PT EXECUTIVE 
TRAINING INCLUDED. 800- 
359-8336 X5018 


No Boss! 
No commute! Learn to earn 
$2000-$4000/week from home 
Call for free message 800-601- 
3475 


Now Hiring 2004/ 
2005. 


Postal jobs $16.20-$39/hr. Paid 
training. Full benefits. Call for 
booklet: $119. No experience 
necessary. Green card OK 
866-303-7737 X7878 


Own a Computer? 


Put It To work! 
Up to $1500-$7500 PT/FT 
888-701-8902 
www.RackUpCash.com 


TARERUNRIRESMINRT AERIS. 


Entry-level positions, 18+, no 
experience necessary, 2 weeks 
paid training, transportation, 
lodging provided. $500 signing 
bonus to start. TOLL FREE 1- 
877-646-5050. (AAN CAN) 


ERE 
Computer 
Need New 


Computer 
Bad credit-No problem! Buy a 
new computer now and pay for 
it later. New computers and lap- 
tops from $20/month. Call now 
1-800-311-1542 


visit 











$750 Weekly 
income 


Potential mailing our sales let- 
ters from home. No experience 
necessary. Full/part time. Gen- 
uine opportunity. FREE sup- 
plies and postage. Call 630- 
786-6633 (24 hours) 


Be Your Own Boss 
A realistic $250,000/yr potential 
Work part time (Mon-Thur) on 
your own terms. Not MLM. 24 
hr info 888-377-7274 


Become a Film 
Maker 


Broadcaster, or recording en- 
gineer. Be mentored inside a 
working, live studio right here in 
our state. Lean more at 
WWW .GetaMentor.com 


Casting 

TV series seeks people strug 
gling with painful compulsions 
eating disorders, addictions to 
danger, video games, steroids 
hoarding, sex, plastic surgery 
Please visit: habitstv.com for in- 
formation 


CNC Music Productions 
SELL A JINGLE, MAKE $500! 
Contact Nate 
nate.christy @ verizon.net 

Nate Christy 

CNC Music Productions 

Sound Museum 


COOL TRAVEL JOB. Entry 
level positions, 18+, no exper 
ence necessary, 2 weeks paid 





training, transportation, lodging 
provided. $500 signing bonus 
to start. TOLL FREE 1-877 
646-5050. (AAN CAN) 


Cool Travel Job 


Entry level positions 18+, no ex 





perience necessary week 

paid training, transportatior 

vided. $500 signing 

start. TOLL FREE 
Dancers!! 


$450 weekly paycheck, tips and 
commission...$2000-$3000 
weekly...lsland resort, airfare 
and hotel paid for. Come make 
this your working vacation. 671 
687-3221 or 
roxguam @ hotmail.com 


DRIVERS 
ROUTE DRIVER 


Drivers needed to deliver The 
Boston Phoenix newspaper on 
Thursdays and Fridays 


Must have reliable van or pick- 
up, clean driving record and in- 
surance and be available all 
day. For immediate considera- 
tion please call 


617-859-3305 


Phoenix 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Earn $3,500 Weekly! 


Answering surveys online. $25- 
$75 per survey. Guaranteed 
paychecks! Mystery shoppers 
needed! $57.00/hr shopping 
FREE grants Receive 
$500,000-$800,000!! 
www.realcashprograms.com 


F/T Wine 
Salesperson 


for MA wholesaler. Must have 
prior sales exp, wine knowl- 
edge a plus. Must be outgoing 
energetic and a team player 
Car req. Please forward re- 
sume to info@wine-cask.com 


ipa aaa 


GET RESULTS! 


Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Cail For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Government Jobs 
Earn $12-$48/hr. Available with 
full medical/dental benefits, and 
paid training on clerical, ad- 
ministrative, law enforcement 
homeland security, wildlife and 
more! 800-320-9353 X2012 


Great Con 





INTERIOR PLANT CARE 
WANTED 
Full Time position 


Experience Preferred. Will 
Train. Valid Driver's license 
req. 617 451 1364 





LIVING 


ASSISTANCE 
UNIQUE OPP ! 
Energetic Student/Anyone, No 
exp. necessary! Great Pay! To 
assist disabled woman call 
617-731-6228 


Media Makeup 


Artists 


Earn up to $500/day for televi- 
sion, cd's, videos, film, fashion 
One week course in Los An- 
geles while building portfolio 
Brochure 310-364-0665 
www.MediaMakeupArtists.com 


Social Life Version 2.0 


thepnrcentys 








|| 617.859.3300 


real jobs for real people 
email: classif www.thephoenix 


Movie Extras/ 
Models Needed! 


Earn up to $200-$400 per day 
No experience required. PT/FT 
All looks and ages needed. Call 
now!! 800-834-3259 


Mystery Shoppers 
Needed to pose as customers 
Training provided. FT/PT. CALL 
NOW!! 800-690-1273 


PERFECT HOLIDAY JOB! 


PREETI 
Medical research 


Research Study 
Genital Herpes 


Do you have itching, tin- 


Look for 
ajob on 
the 
train. 


gling or burning sensations, 
blisters or raised bumps in 
genital area that irritate, itch 


or cause pain? Do you 
sometimes have pain when 


Outgoing, personable people urinating? You have been 
diagnosed with Genital 


wanted to demonstrate the 
Bookflip” at Prudential Center. | Herpes in the last 6 | 
flexible hours. 401-480-6447 months. Taunton Walk In | 
Health Clinic. Close to bus | 
| 
| 
| 








PROJECT MANAGERS & =|‘ ine. 508-822-2311 
CARPENTERS | 
FT/PT, experienced & reliable 
for frame to finish work 
Call George at 617-282-4474 
or 617-828-0647 





Struggling with 
your weight? 


search study of health prob 





Sperm Donors Wanted lems related to weight using 

Up to $900/Month | FDA approved medicine | 

Attending a University or hold- | 3 visits/1 month @ Joslin Dia- 
betes Center Dr. Amy Fleisch 


ing a degree? Between the | 


55.36% | 
ages of 19-38? Call about our | 355-3634 


man 617 





amy .fleischman @joslin.harvard.edu | 


annonymous sperm donor pro 
gram. (800) 231-3373 *41 or Fi ht HIV/AIDS 
visit a at REELIRRR SIC OI EO Ig in 


www.cryobankdonors.com | 


Teach English in 


Professional Africa! 





Licensed Real Estate Agents 



























China Wakefield area. Looking for 3 
College graduates/students any highly motivated agents, expe 
major, retirees. Salary $400 rienced or new, to work in our 
month minimum. airfare reim friendly office. Will train. For 
bursed, apartment free, free confidential interview, call Liz 
Chinese lessons Robbins M-F 1-5:00 
www.FranklinGroup.org/Re 781-245-3001 x 205. Prudential ne 
ruiting 240-6644 pandemic 
WORK FROM HOME . 
PAID IN ADVANCE $1000+WK Teaching/ 
stuffing envelopes from home Vahl inte 
- voiunteer 
Earn $4/envip. Guaranteed Ed ti : e 
1¢ t ucation with outreach 
vw Enve estromhome.corn ht ates 
vw.envelopesfromhom MENTAL HEALTH 
ASSISTANT 
Youth Counselor/ $11.30-14.00/hour 
Teacher $1,000 1st wk signing t 
Make a difference in the lives of Stil 6a: acho! Ke 14 or 20 months program 
at-risk youths. Get paid to ca < ’ = = 
ar f r al tra 
noe, backpack, and make > incl. training program fee 
friends you'll keep for life. Year “ 
round, residential positions. Ex iors Mein i aso Ui, 110 
a ay benefits. Detail tation. varied 
anc ynline application aninaful work s sar 44949 
www.eckerd.org or send re nck, Call (413) 444 3212 
sume: Career Advisor/CL, Eck | 
erd Youth Alternatives, P.O email p.malone @ judgerc.org 


Box 7450 
33758. EOE 


Clearwater, Fl fax 781-828-754 


www.judgerc.org EOE/AA 


WOULD YOU LIKE 
A CAREER IN MEDIA? 


Join The Phoenix Media Family 
Phoenix 


EDITORIAL MEDIA/COMMUNICATION 

NEWS EDITOR 

We are seeking a News Editor with strong writing, editing, and story 
development skills. Must be media savvy, graphically inclined, and 
willing & able to play an on-line as well as in-paper role. Should be 
culturally attuned to the pop, mainstream, and underground. 3 to 5 
years editorial experience preferred. Send hard copy resume and clips 
to PMCG HR, 126 Brookline Ave., Boston MA 02215 Job Code: BP- 
NED-PX 








SALES 

RETAIL SALES MANAGER 

Lead team of 6-8 sales reps in selling advertising for The Boston 
Phoenix. Requires 5+ years sales/sales management experience. 
Job Code: BP-RSM-PX 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES -- BOSTON PHOENIX 
Outside sales of advertising within an assigned Boston territory. 
Requires 1+ years outside sales experience. Job Code: BP-AE-PX 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES -- STUFF@NIGHT MAGAZINE 
Sell advertising in entertainment and fashion/beauty categories. 


Requires 1+ year successful outside sales experience. 
Job Code: SN-AE-PX 


INSIDE SALES (ENTRY LEVEL) - BOSTON PHOENIX 

Advertising sales over the phone, both inbound and outbound. No 
sales experience required, though fundraising/telemarketing experi- 
ence helpful. Job Code: BP-IS-PX. 


Email your resume with Job Code in the subject ine to JOBS@PHX.COM. 
Mere information at www. thephoanix.com. 
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Automotive 





Autos-Domestic 


1993 Crown Victoria Police 
Package, 85k miles, 4.6 liter v 
8, all power, just passed in 
spection, great car! $2800. 774 
930-2722 





1993 Ford Taurus, has four 
new tires, runs great, body is in 
great condition, $900 for safe 
reliable transportation. Call Tim 
at 978-590-6112 


1996 Oldsmobile Cutlass SL 
V6, Power windows and locks 
runs beautifully, Looks great 
(white) brand new tires 
$1,600. Call Tim 978-590-6112 


1997 Ford Taurus SHO, 80k 
miles, every option including 
sound system and chrome rims 
jood condition, $5700 
781-389-9204 


1998 Chevy Silverado, Great 
condition! Taken very well care 
of. Loaded! Trailer hook up 
toolboxes etc. 14k/bo. Steven or 
Erika 978-362-3335 


1998 Mercury Villager LS, 71K 
miles, light blue exterior, gray 
interior with captain seats, tint- 
ed glass, roof rack, $7200/BO 
617-353-9044 or 781-784-8050 


1999 Mercury Cougar, dark 
green, sport edition, V-6 24 
Valve Engine, includes free 
$100 detailing job! $6500 
617-388-4167 


Autos-import 


1971 Datsun-240Z-Manual 
transmition, Mechanic refer- 
ence avail, older restoration, al- 
ways garaged, very good con 
dition. $5500 207-929-4498 


1988 lamborghini countach 
replica , red exterior, 17k miles 
6 cylinder, 5 speed, a/c, remote 
door openers, $20,000 
617-312-9234 


1995 BMW 740il, 138k miles 
transferable warranty repair 
valid until 11/05, AM/FM 6 disk 
CD changer, Rear and side 
electric shade. 508-631-0555 
Marty 


generate new business a must. 


WEB DEVELOPER - ENTRY LEVEL 














FNX ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 

(BOSTON, PORTSMOUTH, & MANCHESTER AREAS) 
Do you love FNX? We are looking for seasoned sales professionals who are enthu- 
siastic about the FNX radio network. If you think you have the right stuff, let us 
know! Requires 1 year of outside sales experience, media sales a plus. Ability to 
Job code: FX-AE-PX 


resume with Job Code in the subject line to JOBS @FNXRA- 
More information at wwrw.theghoenix.com. 





1996 SAAB Convertibie 
green with beige 
eather ’ ary speed 
manua 10 windows & 
alloy 
V s and CD player. 99k 
highway miles. Clutch, ser- 
pentine belt d distributor 
all new in last 12 months 
Excellent condition. $5850 
obo. Exeter, NH 
( 


900s 





1996 Subaru Outback LTD 
leather heated seats, factory 
tinted glass, one owner, $4,000 
Call Tim, 97. i days 
978-369-1691 (ev 





1996 Volkswagen Jetta-red 

mint conditon, highway driven 

88K mi manual $4,300 BO 
319-673-8708 Jen 


1999 Nissan Maxima 99 GLE 
86k miles, black leather, Bose 
stereo, sunroof, remote lock 
opener, alarm, excellent condi- 
tion, $9,300. 857-204-4592 





2000 Honda Civic EX, black 
50k miles, charcoal grey inte- 
rior, all power, moon roof, key- 
less entry, a/c, anti-theft system 
$9,000. 781-395-0139 or 
781-710-9172, Sarah 


2000 Range Rover, 79k miles 
4.6 HSE, maroon/tan, excellent 
condition, must sell, $21,900 
617-953-7722 


2001 Hyundai Accent, 47,400 
miles, factory warranty, dual- 
side air bag, manual transmis- 
sion, $4,300. Contact Dave at 
daveyoung222 @ yahoo.com 


2002 Saab-9-5 Aero,52k hwy 
mi, auto,AC,exc condition,trg 
pkg, xenon,fact CD chg, hazel- 
nut ext, charcoal int. $19,995 
617-578-4370 


91 volvo wagon 740 auto sun 
roof a/c power windows runs 
great 1 owner, service records 
no rust, leather $1900 
781-275-1413 


Mercedes Benz 1998 E300 
T.D. exc condition, great gas 
milage, fully loaded, 103k miles 
barely broken in for a diesel 
$15,900 or bo. 781-279-1243 


MINI COOPER S 03’ 

“my new convertible is in 
Really red (top to bottom) 
loaded,Bora exhaust,premium 
package,fogs,1 lady owner. 
superb cond.$22,950.207 
767-7077 


RADIO NETWORK 


Take your career personaly 
Great Job Opportunities 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE - WEB AFFILIATE SALES 


Build relationships with popular online sites to join our 
txt2flrt.com network. Requires 1+ years sales experience in 

online space and strong selling skills. Need to be high volume 
cold caller and networker. Job Code: P2P-AEW-PX 


Update and maintain html and scripts on various 
People2People web sites. Requires basic 
html/JavaScript/VBScript skills in a Microsoft development 
environment. Job Code: BP-WD-PX 


The People2People Group is the largest provider of voice and online personals services to media 
companies in the US and abroad. We are a division of The Phoenix Media/Communications Group 
and are based in the company offices near Fenway Park in Boston 


Email resume with the Job Code in the Subject Line to: jobs@PHX.com 
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_ Se aN CROREIORAINS 
Automotive 


Services 





Donate Your Car 
To The Cancer Fund of Ameri 
ca. Help those suffering with 
cancer today. Free towing and 
tax deductible 
www.cfoa.org 


1-800-835-9372 






















































Acting Classes 


ACTING WORKSHOPS 
THE NEW ACTORS 
WORKSHOP 
SINCE 1956 BOSTON’S 
OLDEST AND BEST PRO 
ACTING SCHOOL! 
617.423.7313 


F/T DAY CLASSES 

ADULTS. P/T BEGINNING 
ACTING CLASS. P/T CLAS- 
SES IN TELEVISION COM 
MERCIALS AND FILM. SPE 
CIAL TEEN CLASSES, SELF- 
IMPROVEMENT FOR NON- 
ACTORS ALL CLASSES 
HAVE SHOWCASE PUBLIC 
PERFORMANCES IN OUR 
FULLY EQUIPPED THEATRE 


CALL FOR OUR FREE 

BROCHURE! 617.423.7313 
327 SUMMER ST 
STUDIO 4, BOSTON 


THEATRE AND 
CLASSROOMS RENTAL 
AVAILABLE 


rsworkshopbostor 


FOR 


www act 


Acts for Hire 


Always Book a Wally’s Band 
We specialize in Jazz, Latin 
Jazz, Be Bop, Swing, Funk 
Fusion and Blues. We can 

have 

a band at your party within 24 

hours! Always reasonable 
prices! 
617-828-1754 
www.wallyscafe.com 





Auditions 
ACTORS NEEDED 





KING for non-union actor 
Jependent digital m« 

/deferred pay 

MRS. MURPHY 
il asiar voman O5+ year 
Id 
Ct aracter is a weaitl 
lible widow 

ECHO GIRL: 

Glamorous, attractive 1-29 yr 
id female preferably blond 
Character is a con artist wh 


pr upon wealthy elderly 





women 
should be comfortable holding 
a boa constrictor but this is not 
sential 
Shoot dates 
Would like t 
these two 
ruited 
cation 





To be determined 
soon as 


are re 


hoot as 





racters 








franktyro@ aol 
ime and he 


all 603-659-9. 


KTC Records 


is accepting demo submis ns 


Our likes include Stone 


with res 
vith res 











Stevie Ray Vaughn ynyrd 
Skynyrd and the Vaselines 
KTC Press is accepting novel 
ength submissions literary 
prose in the trad of R 
Yates, Chekov, Fitz and 
Balzac. Send all to s ssions 
to: KTC, P.O. Box 1404, Impe 


rial Beach, CA 91933 


ea oS a ei 
Gigs 

! TENOR SAX WNTD ! 
Freelance tenor wanted for est 
GB/Dance act. MA/NH gigs 
Must have car & band exp 
603-770-5785 


!BASS& DRUMS NEEDED! 
Orig band. Boston. Harm vox a 
+. Sngwritng a+, good ears a+ 
Infl: anything from Beatles & 
LZep to RadioHead, U2 even 
ntry 857-928-4547 or 
supercassis @ yahoo.com 


SSGRAVY TRAINSS 
Hot, musically literate, Gtr/Voc 
49 sks ft wrkng show/road bnd 
w/o day jobs. | have solid musi- 
cianship, talent, stage presenc 
& showmanship. Strong side- 
man, co-front w/front ability. In- 
flu 50s-00s. blu, clsscl, CR 
C&W, dsco, fnk, GB, HM, HR 
jzz, oldy, pop, R&B, rkbily, R&R 
soul, surf rk, tp 40 
Call Joe Mac 781-286-9574 


$$Working Band$$ 


seeks second female vox to 
sing lead, harmony is a must 
Front ability with great stage 
presence. Call 508-285-5467 
after 5pm or 
RjOldham @ Comcast.net 


1 F Vocalist Wanted 
with great improvisational, har- 
mony & people skills, car, & 
Prof voice. Diverse, Rhythmic 
Original, kids / family Pop Con- 
certs am/aft weekends 
DreamSongs @comcast.net 


A Jimi Hendrix 
Tribute Show 


Casting call for “Billy Cox/ 
Noel Redding bass player 
Must be able to get signa- 
ture Hendrix sound from 
both your gear and your 
playing. No drugs, No al- 
cohol policy. Schedule must 
allow for rehearsal and 
travel. Must be willing to do 
whatever it takes to play 
and look the part. Call 401- 
524-8652 for an audition 


BAND FORMING 
Talented sing/songwtr sks pro- 
level Id gtr, keys, bk-up vox 
drums, perc, bass, etc. 4 gigs 
record, tour. Pop folk rock.617- 
852-1862 nickigl@juno.com 
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BAND FORMING! 


Guitar, Bass, and Vox 
wanted for heavy, melodic 
hypnotic, tribal hard rock 


metal band. Must be willing 
to practice 3 times a week 
Career musicians 

Chris 617-899-7638 email 
karmajunction @ yahoo.com 


Bass needed 
for original rock band. Have cd 
gigs, rehearsal space. Check 
out www.redshiftrock.com for 
tunes. Must have gear/transp 
Serious musicians only. 
857.225.2282 


BASS PLAYER WTD 


Guitar/vox/drums seeking 
players who share an equal ap- 
preciation for Gram Parsons 
Iggy Pop, Lemonheads and 
Led Zepplin 

Call Jerry. 978-356-2790 


BASS PLAYER Avail for work- 
ing club/gb/wedding band. Top 
40, oldies classic rock, Alt 
Years of local club exp. Great 
ear, solid groove and backup 
vocals. Pro gear/transportation 
Reliable. David 617-332-0940 
dsottilaro@ mac.com 


BASS WANTED: 


All orig heavy rock needs bass 
Sleaze Grinder calls us "Super 
Grunge”. Check out MP3's @ 
stonefacerock.com. Let's make 
a record and play some shows 
Jeff 617-943-5226 


BASS’ 


TOM MARTIN 
ELECTRIC BASS 


Freelance Electric Bass seeks 
management. 603-978-2178 
www.electricbass.net 


Bassist needed. 

Must have experience No 
Gigs lined up. All origi 
ut at 









the 


Out! 


n.com 


BASSIST WANTED 
for loud heavy all orig power 


rock band. Seasoned pros only 
10 beginners. must have pro 
equip, technical skill and avail to 
tour and gig regularly 

infl: Zeplin, Sabbath, ACDC 
Rush. Kevin 978-744-8369 


COVER DRUMMER 


Seeking cover band rock or 
country in western band, or to 
form a band. If interested, call 
robert at anytime 781-322-3803 


Drummer 
Available 


Proficient and tasteful in rock 

funk. blues, and jazz. 8 yrs 

nternational travel experience 

ooking for working situation 
only 617-308-9451 


Drummer 
jazz drummer needed for quar- 
tet. Must be able to read rhythm 
notation to follow written scores 


CD is available. Re 


De 


hearsal space equipped with 
drums in Carlisle, MA. Set list 
sound clips and email contact 
an be found at 
http://nome.comcast.nevbillsjazz 


Bill, (978) 371-4993 
DRUMMER NEEDED 


for gigging technical 
band. Fast double kick tech- 
nique, desire to play over odd 
time meters is a must 

www. infinityminusone.com 

Call Kurt @ 781-856-9238 





Drummer Skng Work 
Top notch pro w/ lead & backup 
vocals. GB, classic rock prefer. 
but open. Experienced, team 
player. 508-384-7084 


DRUMMER WANTED-for new 
pretentious rock'n'roll punk 
band. Dictators, Turbonegro 
Cheap Trick, Supersuckers 
Damned, Ramones, X, the 
Dickies, Backyard Babies, Rev. 
H. Heat, Meat Loaf. That's right 
Meat Loaf. Also looking for 2nd 
guitar, keyboards, maybe per- 
cussion too. North Shore, Bos- 
ton. Call Bob 781-307-1342 or 
thegamp @erols.com 


Drummer Wanted 
With some lead/backup vocal 
experience for working general 
business P/T band. Need to 
have exp. and desire to play 
various styles of music such as 
Classic Rock, Top 40, 80's, 
Funk, and Blues to name a few. 
Need to be committed to re- 
hearsals once a wk in Norton, 
MA and have a team player 
mentality. We want someone 
who can add to our fun atmos- 
phere and who truly loves to 
play. out. We are a cover band 
that tries to play a little of every- 
thing. Classic Rock to Modern 
Pop or anything good that 
keeps them dancing. If you sing 
too, be ready to sing backup vo- 
cals. Call Susan for audition at 
W#: 508-528-9933 


DRUMMER 
WANTED 


Tainted seeks pro drummer for 
a hard rock band. Vocals a + 
Space in Dracut. Check out at 
www.taintedboston.com 
Contact Jon at 781-642-1011 


DRUMMER Wtd $400-800/wk 

The Swinging Johnsons need a 
Full-time Drummer, 60s, 70s & 
80s over 30 years old and pro. 
Call Chris 617-566-3526 email 
dakine @rcn.com 


DRUMS, BASS & 
GUITARIST NEEDED 
ORIGINAL ROCK BAND 
Dynamic, melodic, complex 
Odd meter. Between 
Radiohead and Tool 

Listen at 
www.processionofsaints.com 
Evan 617-787-9504 


2ND 








Established band seeks bassist 
apc,mars volta,dredg,ours,tool 
muse,buckley,oceansize,stp re- 
cording LP @ our studio lot of 
gigs,contacts,material rehearse 
in Boston 3x/week call 617-290- 
8559, lv msg 


Established Hard Rock Band 
Sks lead M Vox (ability to sing 
not scream) and bassist. Infl 
Van Halen, Y&T, Kiss, etc 

We have Mgt, gigs and con- 
tacts. Call Dave 781-953-0549 


Ex Members from 
Closer Then Kin 


Looking for vocalist for our rock 
metal punk band. Must be will- 
ing to tour and record. Must 
have something good to say. 
No high-schoolers and no mid 
life crisis. Call 508-824-5107 
401-741-5156 


EXPERIENCED 
DRUMMER 


Available for Part-Time gigs. fill- 
ins, studio. Original or cover 
Chris 508-878-4606 


F VOX WANTED 


Looking for female vocalist for 
live track act. Able to sing stan- 
dards from the last 40 
years.Tunes of Whitney Hous- 
ton, Celine Dion, Barbra Strein- 
sand, Liza Minelli, etc 
Call Joey at 781-286-1347 
www.joeycanzano.com 


GUITAR & BASS WNTD 

Band forming bass needed 
Rockability, punk, rhythm and 
blues. pref in 20's. Jesse 
617-429-0752 
rocknsockndemon @ yahoo.com 


GUITAR & 
DRUMMER WNTD 
Funk rock original band, Slap 
back. Gigs & CD. Needs crea 


tive mmited, pros only 
781-871-8363 


HAVE GUITAR, 
WILL TRAVEL 


Guitarist w/vox seeking original 
pop/rock project in Boston. Infl 
incl Springsteen, U2, Dylan 
Call Andy @ 617-710-8578 


| have used and depended on 
the Boston Phoenix for my 
very livelihood. 


| have been very fortunate to 
perform with incredible and 
star studded acts. 

Being a bass player, the need 
can be demanding and 
tedious. 


The fun | enjoy is stepping 
up 
to the plate! 


So, thank you Boston 
Phoenix for without you and 
your notoriety | wouldn't be 
as well known. 


-Kevin McElroy 


Instrumentalist,29, sks work- 
ing cover band in Boston area 
Rock/alt/pop. Drums, gtr, keys 
Pro gear, 10 yrs live, studio exp 
Reliable, professional. Eric 508- 
981-4875 


Ishmaelites??? 
The Ishmaelites wre tri-racial 
nomads known for music & 
dance. Indiana broke them up 
in 1907. The real orphan Annie 
may've been one. Our Tues 
night salon seeks co-creators to 
develop new show 

lan 617-491-8971 


Jazz Drummer Available 
Experienced, pro drummer with 
great time, feel, dynamics and 
chops available to join or form a 
trio or quartet to play jazz. Email 
me at Iirri@yahoo.com or call 
Jack 617-775-5184 


CAREC pina ‘ti 


Karen DeBiasse 
VOICE LESSONS 
Become a great singer with 
dynamic range, strength, 
and tone. 

Guitar Piano Drums Writing 
www.karendebiasse.com 
617-529-6243 


PIANO LESSONS 
Pop, rock, classical, jazz 
Cc O° ff 2a-@ (eee 
mathertrak @ yahoo.com 


VOCAL 


INSTRUCTION 
MARY HEALEY 
VOCAL LESSONS 
Pop/Rock technique 
Call 617-964-0804 
Beginners welcome 











KEYS WANTED 


80's cover band (2 gtrs./bass 
drums/singer + space in 
Somerville) seeks experienced 
keys. Cure, INXS, Big Country. 
Chops and working knowledge 
of vintage pads/effects/gear a 


must 
Call Jon @ 617-312-5638 


Kid Keys Wtd 
keyboard player wanted for 
children’s music project 
infl: wiggles, b.splits, etc. pref 
age 30 +. w/ recording expr. 
email: jeepsie_2@ yahoo.com 


LEAD GUITARIST 
looking for serious musicians to 
start/join original heavymetal 
band. 28 yrs old pro attitude & 
pro gear, creative & dedicated 
Infl: Kirk Hammett, Zakk Wylde 
Stevie Ray Vaughn. Rob 
(978) 794-8481 


METAL! 
Drummer looking to form 
Metal project infil. by 
Celtic Frost, Venom,Bathory 
Possessed, Sabbat,etc 
978-688-7996 (leave msg.) 
hellbound @ mailsnare.com 


Piano Player/Singer 
Looking for Band 


Rockabilly, Blues, Western 
Swing, Boogie Woogie 
larrylee @ larryleelewis.com 
617-771-2668 


PLAYERS FOR NEW BAND 
Pro Guitar Bass & Drums gig- 
ging w/ CD sks players, vox 
guitar, keys and/or muti-inst 
heavy rocking org & cvers 
infi:mtl, ska, funk, punk, regg 
www.wetworks.net/CK/new 
617-686-3712. 





PRO BASS/VOX | | 
AVAILABLE | | 


Electric/upright 
Stage/studios exp 
contemp . and 


26+yr | 
fluent in 
standard 
styles double sax, will con | 
sider serious pro offers 
only. Kevin 781-424-5018 
ktnorr @ hotmail.com 
www.KevinTNorris.com 


PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS 


avail for working bands only 
Guit, bass, keys, sax, flute 
drums and Vox, all styles. Con- 
tact Lenny Luzitano @ 508- 
679-0426 or cell 508-801-3814 


PROFESSIONAL 5 STRING 
BASS 

w/Vox sks working band. Rock 
cover, or GB. Reliable, pos. at- 
titude, good stage presence 
learns parts well, exp. Trans- 
port. & equip. Tape avail 





Rhythm/Lead 
Guitarist needed 


ooking for talanted players 

presence/harmony ability a 

must!! Our avg age / 40. In 

Start-up stage, Pop/Classic 

rock, Practice in Beverly. Look 
ing to gig 2-3 times/ month 
Mark 978-745-5410 


Rock Band 


w/string players signed to major 
label looking for fiddle player 
soloist for US/European tour 
with possibility of full-time mem 
bership. =For all inquiries 
p | e a s e 
call Chris at 540-456-4924 


Sax player wtd 
for established GB/wedding 
band. Good reading, soloing 
skills, all styles, R&B, pop, 
swing. Looking for someone 
with entertainment value, stage 








presence. Mark 781-829-0712 


TE: 


Looking for a fresh 
sound? 

MXout is your source. Orig- 

inal music for all types of 

media Films, commercials, 

web music, radio Done 

quickly, done quality. 
781 526 3568 
www.MXout.com 





SOUND ENGINEER 
NEEDED 


Rock cover band needs players 
w/pro attitude chops and vocal 
ability. Randy 978-957-3816 
www.barrnoneband.com 


SOUTH SHORE 


Band forming Keybording & F 
Vox looking for bassist, guitar, 
drummer. Call Seth at 508-580- 
2274 or Melissa 508-944-3543 


TALENTED LEAD GUITARIST 
AVAILABLE 

nd ready to rock. Infl: older met- 

al bluesy rock, no thrash. look- 

ing to join/form orig/covers 

many song ideas. Call Larry 

508-872-0119 


THE ORDER OF 
ARTISTS 
New multi-media arts troupe 
now auditioning artists & musi- 
cians of all disciplines for regu- 
lar performances & creation of 
new cultural forms 
www.ebroms.net 
arc555 @ aol.com 
617-479-5363 


Vocalist available 
for studio work lead back- 
ground and voiceover. Refer- 
ences furnished upon request 
978-590-3664 


Vocalist Avail 
with great range, Guitar, Har- 
monica, Songwriting skills look- 
ing to join or form Original Rock 
or Blues band Demos at 
www.brettmusic.com 
email b_laidlaw@comcast.net 


Vocalist Wanted 
Male lead vocals, nine-piece 
horn band. EWF, Stevie Won- 
der, and TOP. Functions & 
clubs 


Call Jay 978-970-5989 
VOCALIST WANTED 


M or F singer for blues-rock 
band. Playing an instrument is a 
plus but not req. Band of ma- 
ture players doing tasteful 
covers and originals 

Dave: 508-395-5770 


VOICEOVER 
TALENT AVAIL 


Low baritone/mid tenor M 
26 + yrs in ent. ind. studio/ 
bassist. CD 
demo avail-serious ing 
only. Kevin. 781-424-5018 
ktnorr@ hotmail.com 
www.KevinT Norris.com 


THE 


stage-also 


FEMALE WANTED-to pose 
nude for short sketches. Any 
body type acceptable. Pregnant 
is good. No exp. nec 
781-964-4505 


Studio Space 


Share Studio Space 
Sunny, Bromfield St. near Park 
& T. Secure building 

Call 978-927-0166 





No liability. 18+, Restrictions apply. 


et cetera 


GOT A BAND BUT 
NO WEBSITE? 


Professional website design & 
Search engine marketing. We 
work closely with you to max- 
imize your visibility so you can 
achieve the results that you are 
looking for! 

Visit our 
www.pixelgroove.com 





website 


SOUND MUSEUM 
REHEARSAL COMPLEX 
We beat any monthly, 
weekly & hourly prices. Ask 
about our new PRO 
SOUNDSTAGE starting at 
$15 p/hr fully equipped. 

Student Discounts 

Play where the Pros Play 
24hr access. Locations 
Allston, Boston, Brighton, 
So. End. 617-423-4959 


REHERSAL 
SPACE- FENWAY 
AREA $195/mo! 


2 regular nights-share Sun- 
days, plus bonus nights. 
Avail NOW. Cali Ron: 

day 617-739-8622, 

nights 781-449-7558 
flipside @ flipsideweb.com 





Boston’s Best 
Live Chat! 


617-245-1000 


Worcester 508-365-1000 
Women always call FREE 
Men use free trial code 7131 


Men can call 1.900.329.8833 
for only $1.*°/ minute! 


make it tonight 


meetsomeonetonight.com 


Wanna’ Improve 


Your Text Life? 
On your cell phone text the word HOOKUP 
to 5FREE . Women hookup for free, 


Men use Mobile Hookup’s free trial!* 
*only standard operator rates apply 


No liability. 18+, Restrictions apply. 


80 MIN FOR $20 FOR FIRST-TIME 


LAVALIFE USERS.* 


ALWAYS FREE' FOR WOMEN 


Click at a Flick 


Social Life 
Version 2.0 


com 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


enter code: 351 | 


QUEST PERSONALS” 


CALL - CLICK - CONNECT” 
1-900-484-2525 Somin $25/calt 


Call NOW! 
617.475.9000 
508.713.0000 


enter code: 170 


(OT amreoteli Micolibtsa-—mre ho 
1.877.LAVALIFE (528.2543) 


RenAeu en asm 


Where singles click” 


www.lavalife.com/flick 


“Special promotion only through customer service. 18+. tCarrier charges may apply. 


ROH: ENERO 
Dating 


BEST CHATLINE! 
FREE for women! 
617-395-9000 
781-426-9000 
401-223-7070 
508-635-9595 
CALL NOW! 
18+. No liability. 


CHATLINES 
Love is on the Line 
Enter FREE code 5162 
Call 617-848-1688 
Other MA #’s 800-984-4LUV 


GET SEX TONIGHT! 
Instant live phone connections 
with Boston singles 24 hrs. a 
day! Try us FREE! Enter 
code 2130. (617) 245-1005, 
| Other MA #'s 1-877-834-4044 


LAVALIFE 


Where singles click 
Call now to meet hundreds of 
local singles in Boston 
1st Time Buyer's § 
Only $15 for 1 


Free to browse 


617-475-9000 
508-713-0000 


Enter code 114. Must be 18+ 
NIGHTLINE 

Boston’s Best Chat and Date 

line. Women always call FREE 


men try us FREE using code 
2133. (617) 245-1005 


Want to 
go out 
tonight? 


Check out our listings. 


‘Want to go 
out with 
someone 
tonight? 


Check out our personals. 


| personals 


Bulletin Board 


BUY SELL 
TRADE 


SELL YOUR STUFF 
FREE ADS 


For Merchandise For Sale 
Get 4 Lines for 4 Weeks 
Completely Free. Call 
617-859-3300 for details 


Pheenix 


ICLASSIFIEDS| 


Computers/Tech 
Stuff 


COMPUTERS USED 


Compaq, Gateway, Dell, HP. 


IBM. CD ROM drive, CORW | 


drive or DVD burner, speaker 
keyboard, mouse. Fully tested 
with warranty. System starts at 
$250.00 add 19” monitor for 


$39.00 or 21" for $90.00. Used | 


laptops available Starts at 
tre rade in credit custom 


laptop repairs | 


vailable 


Furniture 


WOODEN 
FURNITURE 


ymmiture com 


General For Sale 


*Marlboro, Virginia 
Slim, Parliament’: 


$23.85. Cartons starting at 
$11.00 Call 1-877-532-1425 


Need Extra Cash? 


Get cash for your used CD's | 


and DVD's at 
C is.com! Free quote, pc 
paid mailer and fast payment by 
heck or paypal 


delivery and war 
was $5999 1-888-397-3529 


Call now for hot 
live chat with 
‘Boston singles! 


Viagra 
e-ClA available 
jyuaranteed 


GET RESULTS! 
617-859-3300 


PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Academic 


| Want To Type Your 
Papers 


Reasonable rates 
> Call me 4 
> or 401-559-7809 


Adoption 


Pregnant? 
Considering 
Adoption? 

We can help! We ecialize ir 

matching families 

mothers natior wid 

24 hours a day. 866-92 565 
ONE TRUE GIFT ATI OPT ONS 


Financial 


$$ A Cash Now 
Offer SS 


Turn future mone nT 

ments y awa 

ty payments int 
Free quotes 1-800-815 

3 www.ppicash.com 


SSCASH$$ Cash Now for | 


Structured Settlements, Annu 
ities, and Insurance Pz ay uts 
(800)794-7310 .G 2nt 
worth J.G. Wentworth Me: ans 
Cash Now For Structured Set 
tlements. (AAN CAN) 


$Cash$ 
now for structured settle 


ities anc J in 


settlements 


Legal Services 


Incorporate in Delaware 
Enjoy tax ac ages Save 
money and time. 302-651-9561 


| or 617-335-2988 


et cetera 


2U DIRECT 
COURIER VAN 


am 
ME & 


M 
5] 


NEED A RIDE? 


COMMUNITY 


GET RESULTS! 
617-859-3300 


PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Gay/Lesbian 


TESTING! TESTING! H-I-V! 
FOR MEN WHO HAVE SEX 
WITH MEN! 


1 about 
AIDS 
Call (617) 599-0231 to get the 
results you 


SRE ARAMA 
Volunteers 


Bronze, Casting, 
Welding, 
ren 


nter 


(99¢ per text message) 


1-617-475-2248 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX NEWS & FEATURES DECEMBER 10, 2004 41 





Subjects Wanted for a Research Study | INVESTIGATIONAL 


DIAB ETES RESEARCH STUD Are you a male between 18 and 35 years of age? Drinking too TREATMENT FOR ALCOHOL 


much? 


Are you overweight? Want to do PROBLEMS 


V0 LU NTEERS N FED FD i : Do you want to participate in a nutrition research something 


study concerning diabetes and heart disease? hous 
¢ DO YOU HAVE TYPE 1 DIABETES? 
¢ ARE YOU BETWEEN THE AGES OF 18 AND 43? = | rnnnrnesnnnnennatiN 
¢ HAVE YOU HAD DIABETES BETWEEN : ee 
1 AND 15 YEARS? _ For more information call Dr. Diego Botero 


ARE you A NON SMOKER? __ at 617-355-2180 Children's Hospital Boston — 
¥ ‘ ’ ye 


You may be eligible to participate ina research study looking atthe ff PAID VOLUNTEERS 7 
prevention of diabetic eye disease. This study seeks to find out whether | Healthy Female Cocaine Users a ee 
aspirin or clopidogrel can prevent diabetic retinopathy. | OR yl canta to participate in a study of 
a ; Sat: es : inking, memory and brain function. 
Participants will be supplied with the study medication and Healthy Female Smokers 
will be expected to complete 5 one hour visits over a 4 month period. | Ages 21-35 | @ Earn up to $75 ($15 per hour). Native English 


snnghas 998 ee | i kar with fo history of.alcohol ord 
Eligible participants will be compensated for their time. | Blood sampling Hl ebtac teed haa ‘ide rearcboyical Gaakdlle 


Multiple Visits if and age 18-55. 
Earn Up to $550 
Taxi Transportation Provided 











For more information, please contact Linda 
The Schepens Eye Research Institute at (617) 912-7413 


Call Cognitive Neuroscience Laboratory at 


Sponsored by Schepens Eye Research | Call 617-855-2969 OR | McLean Hospital 
Toll Free 1-866-267-9177 


Institute & Massachusetts General Hospital 


a ee ee 8 eS OCS 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX REACHES 
MORE PEOPLE LIKELY TO 
PARTICIATE IN A MEDICAL RESEARCH 
STUDY THAN THE BOSTON METRO 


BOSTON 
PHOENIXX 


TOTAL ADULTS 418,100 211,800 


AGE 1824 71,400 45,800 
AGE 25-34 117,900 49,100 


SOME COLLEGE 
EDUCATION 94,600 34,9300 


NEWCOMERS 9,500 4,000 
(Lived in city less than 1 year) 


MTV GENERATION 122,900 83,400 
(Age 1844 and view MTV or VH1) 


HOW TO READ 418,100 Boston market adults have read one of the last four issues of the Boston Phoe- 
nix. 71,400 of them are age 18-24. 211,800 Boston market adults have read one of the last four issues of 
the Boston Metro and 45,800 of them are age 18-24. 


SOURCE The Media Audit, Jun-Jul 2003, 4edition cume, Boston SMSA 
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simply 
delicious 


jcasual dining in a sleek 


and urban atmosphere 


711 Centre Street 
Jamaica Plain 
617.522.1221 


arborjp.com 


will have your mouth watering and your 


cuisine you'll find offered by nearly 20 different 
eat your way around the world starting with the great 
, Thai, indian, Mexican, Chinese, informal 
of the stars on the fine dining circuit like the 
» by satisfying your sweet tooth with an ice 
appy, but no doubt aiready planning a trip back 


* 


SAME 
OLD 
PLACE 
JAMES’S GATE 


RESTAURANT & PUB 


ONE ADDRESS 
THE BEST OF TWO WORLDS 


James's Gate invites you to relax by our 
roaring fireplace with your favorite 


stout and a selection from our traditional 
pub menu 
tastes, we urge you to join us in EF 
dining room where a bright and elegant 
PIZ7 ¥ PASTA atmosphere compuments a menv 
RREAMFAST featuring upscale dishes of the highest 
LUNCHEON SPECIAI quality and freshest norod 


trom local suppliers 


5 McBride St. 
Jamaica View, HA 


617-963-2000 














www.questpersonals.com 
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‘ Chat eR Ek: Spm-Spm daily 


617-395-9000 


781-426-9000 
401-223-7070 BE 


1-900-484-2525 50min $25/cail Other cities: 1-888-257-5757 
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reviews 
and articles 


4 8 DAYS A WEEK 
A preview of the week: Tim 
Robbins’s Embedded, “Hot 
Latkas: A Night of Dreidls, 
Ditties, and Dolls,” the Fisch- 
erSpooner lecture at Har- 
vard, the Tallis Scholars, 
Benjamin Britten’s The Turn 
of the Screw, the Bazaar 
Bizarre, and the Boston Tea 
Party, and much more. 


6 FILM 


Peter Keough on Ocean’s 
Twelve, Chris Fujiwara on 
Moolaadé, Gerald Peary on 
Anya in and out of Focus and 
Mothra, plus Blade: Trinity, 
Reconstruction, Testosterone, 
and Comme si de rien n’était/ 
As if Nothing Had Happened. 


15 THEATER 
Carolyn Clay reviews The 
Provok’d Wife and Who’s 
Afraid of the Virgin Mary?, 
Liza Weisstuch reviews Mat- 
ter Familias and I’m Out of 
the Office Right Now, and 


Sally Cragin looks ahead to L 
Barrage’s Vagabond Tales. The Roc i 
24 ART at the 


Randi Hopkins looks for- 
ward to “Marks of Enlighten- 
ment” at Harvard’s Sackler 
Museum and “Blue” at the 

Cambridge Art Association. 


BOOKS 


Julia Hanna reviews Joy 
Williams’s latest story collec- 
tion, Honored Guest. 


CLASSICAL 


Lloyd Schwartz reflects on 
the latest extravagant and 
extraordinary programs from 
James Levine and the BSO, 
and David Weininger pre- 
views seasonal vocal works 
from the Handel and Haydn 
Society, Chorus pro Musica, 
Boston Camerata, Musica 
Sacra, and Boston Baroque. 
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THAT VOICE INSIDE YOU ISN'T 
SCREAMING FOR ANOTHER RIDE ON THE TILT-A-WHIRL. 





RISE ABOVE 






Ja€iltington 


MOUNTAIN TERRAIN PARK AND SUPERPIPE 
B CALL 1-866-439-7618 FOR RESERVATIONS 












ART DECO 


I910-1939 
SLEEK‘S EX VAEOPERN 













GLAMOROUS WORKS OF ART CREATED BY THE STYLE-SETTERS OF THE ERA 
INCLUDING CHANEL, LALIQUE, AND CARTIER 


AUGUST .22. 2004 — JANUARY 9.2005 


MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON 


FOR TICKETS; 617°342-A4MFA OR WWW MEA. ORG 







ORGANIZED BY THE V&A, LONDON. CO-SPONSORED BY (33 merrill Lyneh  scoia sponsor is BOL 3 rrint mevia sPONsor Is Cee 


HOOD ORNAMENT 1935 AUBURN 651 ‘“BOAT-TAIL' SPEEDSTER. MICHAEL G TILSON Tl PHOTOGRAPH ©2004 MICHAEL FURMAN 








Get yer war on 


THURSDAY 9: Oscar-winning actor and Cradle Will 
Rock director Tim Robbins is mad as hell about the 
Iraq War, and he’s written a play about it. Embedded, 
a Satire “about the madness surrounding the troops,” 
is presented by the LA-based Actors’ Gang tonight and 
tomorrow at Northeastern University’s Blackman 
Auditorium, 360 Huntington Avenue in Boston. Tickets 
are $25; $20 for seniors and students. Call (617) 


373-2247. 





@ “AND 1 STREETBALL LIVE.” Used to be that inner-city 
playground basketball could claim a tougher image than the 
NBA. But with the RCA Records—sponsored “And 1 Mix Tape 
Tour” giving underground ballers a hip-hop soundtrack and 
their own ESPN2 series — and, well, Ron Artest helping the pro 
game get its ruffneck on — we're not sure there’s a hell of a lot 
of difference anymore. Be that as it may, the names Professor, 
Spyda, Main Event, and Half Man Half Amazing are now as well 
known in some quarters as Sprewell and Iverson. And on 
January 29, they'll be on hand when the Streetball Live tour hits 
the FleetCenter, on Causeway Street at North Station. Heck, 
they might even outsell the Celtics. Tickets are $17 to $75; call 
(617) 931-2000. 


@ SING-ALONG WIZARD OF 02. Toto, we're not in The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show anymore. Taking a cue from the midnight 
riff-raff, the squeaky-clean Dorothy gets her own “interactive 
film experience,” for which filmgoers will be provided with a 
“free Perform-Along Fun Pack including a kazoo, mystical 
bubbles, a noisemaker, and a magic wand” and are 
encouraged to come in costume and hiss at the Wicked Witch of 
the West. A newly refurbished print with subtitled song lyrics 
screens December 26 through 30 at the Regent Theatre, 7 
Medford Street in Arlington. Tickets are $15; call (781) 646- 
4849, 


@ PETER CINCOTTI. December 17 at the Berklee Performance 
Center; call (617) 482-6661. 


@ LAURIE ANDERSON. The performance artist unveils her new 
monologue The End of the Moon January 16 at the Cutler 
Majestic Theatre; call (617) 876-4275 


@ 7/M CONWAY & HARVEY KORMAN: “TOGETHER AGAIN!” April 
9 at the Wang Theatre; call (800) 447-7400. 


Embedded 


DAYS AWEEK VW 


A round-up of notable happenings in the next 8 days 





EDITED BY CARLY CARIOLI 


@ THURSDAY 9 

CLASSICAL. After this weekend, it’s 
“Holiday Pops” at Symphony Hall, so this 
is your last chance to catch James 
Levine and the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra in 2004. The program is yet 


another doozy: Schoenberg’s Verkldrte | 


Nacht, Messiaen’s Et exspecto resurrec- 
tionem mortuorum, Stravinsky’s Sym- 
phonies of Wind Instruments, and 
Bartok’s Music for Strings, Percussion, 
and Celesta. Performances are tonight 
at 8 p.m., tomorrow at 1:30 p.m., and 
Saturday at 8 p.m. at Symphony Hall, 
301 Massachusetts Avenue in Boston, 
and tickets are $27 to $105; (617) 
266-1200. 


@ FRIDAY 10 

FILM. This week, you can watch a 
glitzy Hollywood movie set in three 
foreign countries or three foreign films 
that have nothing to do with Holly- 
wood. Ocean’s Twelve, Steven 
Soderbergh’s sequel to his Rat Pack re- 
make, sees the return of George Clooney, 
Matt Damon, Brad Pitt, Julia Roberts, 
and the rest of the gang as they stage 
heists in Amsterdam, Paris, and Rome. 
The cinematic antithesis of such wise-ass 


holiday fluff is octogenarian Senegalese | 


filmmaker Ousmane Sembene’s 
Moolaadé, which takes on the custom 
of female circumcision in a small African 
village. From south of the border comes 
Testosterone, David Moreton’s adapta- 
tion of the James Robert Baker novel 
about a graphic novelist (David Sutcliffe) 
searching for his vanished Argentine 


lover (Antonio Sabato Jr.). Add one more | 
continent to the itinerary with Danish di- | 
rector Christoffer Boe’s Reconstruct- | 


ion, a postmodernist love triangle set in 
Copenhagen — or is it all in your mind? 
Either way, it’s at the Brattle Theatre (40 
Brattle Street in Harvard Square) all 


week. And while you're at the Brattle, | 
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Olivier 
WESSEL 


note that Mothra (1961) is back. One of 
the weirdest of the Cold War Japanese 
monster movies, this one calls for some 
serious analysis. A pair of tiny, beautiful 
female singers are kidnapped from their | 
uncharted island by a ruthless show-biz 
promoter. They summon the aircraft-car- 
rier-sized insect of the title, and Tokyo 


pays the price. Ishiro Honda directs this 
bizarre revision of King Kong for the 
Atomic Age (Gerald Peary’s review is on | 
page 7), which screens at midnight | 
tonight through Sunday. 
ART. It’s tough to say which has been | 
less traditional — Stephen Prina’s mu- | 
sical career or his visual-art career. Not | 
that these have ever been easy to sepa- 
rate. He released a solo album on Drag | 
City — on 1999’s Push Comes to Love he 
was joined by a who’s who of Chicago 
indie rock — and later joined the leg- 
endary art-rock outfit the Red Krayola. 
And now that he’s become a professor of | 
Visual and Environmental Studies at Har- | 
vard, he’s the focus of what the Carpenter 
Center calls a “truncated, fragmentary, | 
and abridged survey” of his work, “Ret- | 
rospection Under Duress, Reprise: | 
A Solo Exhibition by Stephen | 
Prina,” that includes books, film, music, 





painting, photography, sculpture, and 
jewelry. At 11 p.m., there’s a reception in 


the form of a film screening (for his 2000 | 


film “Vinyl II,” a takeoff on Warhol's 1965 
Vinyl) and a concert, the latter featuring 
an unnamed “special guest.” That’s at the 


Carpenter Center, 24 Quincy Street in | 


Harvard Square; call (617) 495-5666. 
THEATER. Elliot Norton Award-win- 


| ning actor Vincent Ernest Siders puts on 


his director’s hat to helm “an evening of | 
Afroxentric (Afro-eccentric) theater” | 
made up of short plays by area play- | 
wrights John Adkoje and Mwalim *7 that | 


explore the trickster figure in black and 


Native American culture. As Told on | 
the Corner opens at 8 p.m. in a New | 
African Company production at the Na- | 
tional Center for Afro-American Artists, | 


300 Walnut Avenue in Roxbury. There are 
also shows Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sun- 


| day at 3 p.m. Tickets are $15, to benefit 


New African Company. Call (617) 541- 
1036. 

FRENCH-CANADIAN CHRISTMAS. 
The 2004 edition of The Christmas 
Revels pays tribute to French Canada; 
featured will be Danse Cadence, Le 
Choeur du Noel, and the Québecois Kids, 


| along with local favorites David Coffin, 


the Pinewoods Morris Men, the Cam- 
bridge Symphonic Brass Ensemble, and 
the Revels winter-solstice traditions: 
“Dona nobis pacem,” “The Lord of the 
Dance,” and Susan Cooper’s “The Short- 
est Day.” It opens at 7:30 p.m. at Harvard 
University’s Sanders Theatre, in Memori- 
al Hall, between Harvard Yard and the 
Law School Yard in Harvard Square, and 
runs through December 28. Tickets are 
$20 to $42, or $12 to $32 for children 
under 12; call (617) 496-2222, or visit 
www.revels.org. 

OPERA. Although Henry James’s unset- 
tling short story doesn’t seem like a natu- 
ral for an operatic setting — two charac- 





| ters are ghosts and have no words — the | 





composer's friend Myfanwy Piper wrote 
such a dramatically involving libretto 
that The Turn of the Screw is now 
counted among Benjamin Britten's best 
texts. New England Conservatory Opera 
Theater gives three performances of the 
work, tonight and tomorrow at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday at 3 p.m., at the Cutler Ma- 
jestic Theatre, 219 Tremont Street in the 
Theater District. Tickets are $15, or $12 
for students and seniors; call (617) 824- 
8000. 

CLASSICAL. It’s not clear whether his 
song “Der Tod und das Madchen” (“Death 
and the Maiden”) would be so well re- 
membered had Schubert not used it as 
the basis for a set of variations in his best 
string quartet, the D-minor, which now 
carries the song as its title. Mahler made 
a popular arrangement of the quartet for 
string orchestra; that along with the orig- 
inal song and works by Handel (Concerto 
Grosso Opus 6 No. 5) and Shostakovich 
(the spiky Concerto for Piano, Trumpet, 
and Strings) will be on display in the 
New England String Ensemble’s 
concert at 8 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 30 
Gainsborough Street in Boston. Susan 
Davenny Wyner conducts this Bank of 
America Celebrity Series “Marquee 
Event,” for which tickets are $25 to $38; 
call (617) 482-6661. 

Harrison Birtwistle, one of Britain's 
most important living composers, gets an 
evening courtesy of the Harvard Music 
Department: Orpheus Elegies, Nenia: The 
Death of Orpheus, Harrison’s Clocks, and 
Verses for Solo Piano. That's at 8 p.m., at 
Harvard’s Paine Concert Hall, in the 
Music Department building in the Law 
School Yard, and it’s free; call (617) 495- 
2791. 

DANCE. Looking for some just plain old 
good dancing, with no giant snowflakes, 
high-kicking Santas, or other holiday ac- 
couterments? Marcus Schulkind has 
been dancing for 33 years, and the 
Globe's Christine Temin raved about the 
solo “Let Bygones Be” that he presented 
at Northeastern University in December 
2002. Schulkind presents a concert of old 
and new solo work (to include “Let By- 
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gones Be”?) at Green Street Studios 
tonight and tomorrow at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $25; call (617) 864-3191. 

The Boston Liturgical Dance Ensem- 
ble’s A Dancer’s Christmas will, ob- 
viously, have a holiday theme but proba- 
bly no Santas or snowflakes. Part one, 
“InDwelling,” is set to Ralph Vaughan 
Williams’s The Lark Ascending and 
Hodie; “Once upon a Christmas” is a 
medieval celebration that includes 
dancing priests and nuns; “Dancing 
Day” uses familiar carols. Overseen by 
the Reverend Robert VerEecke, Jesuit 
artist-in-residence at Boston College, A 
Dancer’s Christmas is presented at Rob- 
sham Theater, on the BC campus in 
Chestnut Hill, through December 19. 
Tickets are $25, or $15 for children and 
seniors; call (617) 552-4002, or visit 
www.bide.org. 


@ SATURDAY 11 

WRECK THE HALLS. Theremin carol- 
ing, couture cut from recycled garbage, 
sleazy Santas, punk-rock makeovers, 
and hand-knitted skull-and-crossbones 
beer cozies: the Bazaar Bizarre ain't 
nothing like the zillion other craft fairs 
you'll find in town this weekend. Now in 
its fourth year, the swiftly growing 
showcase brings together 70 DIY artists 
and crafters selling all sorts of hand- 
made T-shirts, bags, pins, ashtrays mold- 
ed from old vinyl albums, rock gear for 
infants, and other stuff you didn’t know 
existed. Added bonus: music, fashion 
shows, and impromptu workouts by U.V. 
Protection, Punk Rock Aerobics, Jonny 
Spaceman (a/k/a the Lothars/BOC host 
Jon Bernhardt), and many more. En- 
camped to larger quarters this year, it 
runs from 4 to 10 p.m. at the Central 
Square YWCA, 7 Temple Place in Cam- 
bridge; call (617) 491-6050, or visit 
www. bazaarbizzarre.org. 

BOOKS. Everywhere we look in New 
England sports books these days, there’s 
run-ins between the Patriots and the 
Jacksons. The recent Steve King/Stew- 
art O’Nan book — the one about the Red 
Sox — has a joke made at the expense of 
Janet’s infamous Super Bowl halftime 
wardrobe malfunction. And Herald 
columnist Michael Felger’s new book, 
Tales from the Patriots Sideline (Sports 
Publishing), a collection of anecdotes 
that digs back to the pre-Kraft era, re- 
minds us that the Williams family had to 
sell the team because of bankruptcy 
brought on by their ill-advised promo- 
tion of the Jacksons’ ’86 reunion tour. 
Felger signs the book at 2 p.m. at the 
Barnes and Noble at the Boston Univer- 
sity Bookstore, 660 Beacon Street in 
Kenmore Square; call (617) 267-8484. 
RENAISSANCE CHRISTMAS. Palestri- 
na’s motet and Mass O magnum mysteri- 
um will be the centerpiece when the 
Tallis Scholars, one of the world’s lead- 
ing a cappella Renaissance outfits, pay 
their annual December visit to Boston; the 
program also includes work by Lassus, 
Isaac, de Rore, Appenzeller, and Zielenski. 
That’s at 8 p.m. at the Jesuit Urban Cen- 
ter/Church of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, 775 Harrison Avenue in the South 
End. Tickets for this Boston Early Music 
Festival event are $25 to $59; call (617) 
661-1812, or visit www.bemf.org. 


@ SUNDAY 12 

FILM. The MFA’s “New England Film 
Artists Presents” series, which has been 
admirable in promoting the wealth of 
local cinema talent, offers Marian 
Marzynski’s Anya in and out of 
Focus (2004), a personal documentary 
about three contentious and heartwarm- 
ing decades in the lives of a Christian/ 
Jewish immigrant family. (See “Film 
Culture,” on page 6.) Presented by the 
Boston Jewish Film Festival and the 
Goethe Institute, it screens today at 
11 a.m. and. also December 15, 18, and 
19 in the MFA’s Remis Auditorium, 465 
Huntington Avenue in Boston; call 
(617) 369-3300. 

HISTORY. Our favorite Boston thugs, 
the Sons of Liberty, are at it again. 
Tonight’s discreetly titled “The Boston 
Tea Party: The 231st Anniversary 
Re-Enactment of a Colonial Grass- 

























and dolls 


Dreidls, ditties, 


SATURDAY: Back in the day when we were little yeshiva 
boys, women sat in back behind the damned fence at shul, 
but this being 2004 (or 5765 if you’re counting in Hebrew), 
them goils are gettin’ uppity. To wit: “Hot Latkas: A Night of 
Dreidls, Ditties, and Dolls,” coming straight from New York 
to the Paradise Lounge for this, Day Four of Hanukkah. A 
“klezmer and variety extravaganza,” Hot Latkas features the 
NYC six-piece klezmer/rock band Golem, led by Annette 
Ezekiel, transforming “the music of its Jewish grandparents, 
making it modern, edgy, sexy, and brash.” Even more 
provocative is “Nice Jewish Girls Gone Bad,” a mix of 
comedy, music, spoken-word, and burlesque “told by the 
gals who learned to smoke at Hebrew School, got drunk at 
their Bat-Mitzvahs, and would rather have more schtuppa 
than chupah.” With former Def Poetry Jam entrant Vanessa 
Hidary hosting, this review, which got its start at the third- 
anniversary celebration for Heeb magazine last year at Joe’s 
Pub, promises the “very best of J-girl talent” from across 
the country. That’s at 9 p.m. at 969 Commonwealth Avenue 
in Boston; call (617) 562-8814. 


roots Uprising” avoids terms like 
“guerrilla warfare” or, Lord forbid, “ter- 
rorism,” though the press release slyly 
notes that “this historic rally .. . bears a 
striking resemblance to similar grass- 
roots protests that are staged through- 
out the world today.” Like in Gaza, 
maybe? Okay, it was only loose tea, but 
still, the Brits didn’t seem to like it 
much. The re-enactment gets under way 
at 5:30 p.m. at Old South Meeting 
House, where admission is $5 unless 
you're in Colonial stockings. Word to the 
wise: when you hear Sam Adams get 
wise, that’s the cue to stand clear of the 
door. That's at 310 Washington Street. 
Call (617) 227-8600. 

CLASSICAL. Steven Isserlis and 
Robert Levin embark on a two-con- 
cert program of Beethoven’s sonatas for 


cello and piano this afternoon at the Is- 
abella Stewart Gardner Museum this af- 
ternoon at 1:30 p.m., and it should be a 
most rewarding journey. (The second 
concert follows on next Sunday.) The 
Gardner is at 280 the Fenway, and tick- 
ets are $20, which includes museum ad- 
mission; call (617) 278-5150. 


@ MONDAY 13 

POPS. Keith Lockhart kicks off the 
Boston Pops’ 30th annual Holiday 
Pops run at 8 p.m. at Symphony Hall, 
301 Massachusetts Avenue in Boston. 
The concerts continue every day except 
Christmas through New Year's Eve; call 
(617) 266-1200. 

FILM. The French fascination with 
memory, desire, and American pop cul- 
ture comes through in Laetitia Masson's 


The art of pop 


THURSDAY 16: The two-man production team of Warren 
Fischer and Casey Spooner turned their band 
FischerSpooner into one of the most celebrated and least 
commercially successful music groups of 2002 thanks to a 
fantastic marketing gimmick: they convinced Capitol 
Records it was funding an electro-pop band disguised as an 
art project while convincing the New York gallery scene that 
it was supporting an art project disguised as an electro-pop 
band. They'll discuss their careers during “FischerSpooner 
Self-Constructed and Deconstructed,” a lecture at Harvard’s 
Carpenter Center, 24 Quincy Street in Harvard Square. But 
will they lip-synch it? The lecture is at 5:30 p.m., and it’s 


free; call (617) 495-5666. 


Love Me (2000) as a young French 
woman adrift in an airport wanders to 
Memphis and encounters a rough- 
around-the-edges lounge singer (Johnny 
Hallyday) with an Elvis obsession. It 
screens at 9:15 p.m. at the Harvard Film 
Archive in the Carpenter Center, 24 
Quincy Street in Harvard Square; call 
(617) 495-4700 

“Ich bin der Zorn Gottes” is one of the 
great movie lines of all time, and one of 
the cinema’s greatest scenes is Klaus 
Kinski as a renegade conquistador ex- 
plaining his plans for world domination 
to a spinning raft filled with little mon- 
keys. Werner Herzog has never sur- 
passed the mad beauty of Aguirre, der 
Zorn Gottes/Aguirre, the Wrath of 
God (1972) and you can see this New 
German Cinema classic for free at 6 p.m. 
in the Rabb Auditorium at the Boston 
Public Library. 700 Boylston Street in 
Copley Square; call (617) 536-5400, ex- 
tension 4319. 


@ TUESDAY 14 

FILM. Another New German Cinema 
icon screens at the Harvard Film Archive: 
Wim Wenders’s Der Himmel iiber 
Berlin/Wings of Desire (1987), 
which brought guardian angels, includ- 
ing Peter Falk, to the then still divided 
city of Berlin to ponder the dichotomies 
of eternity and transience, of detached 
compassion and passionate love, and of 
black and white and color photography 
as celestial visitor Bruno Ganz is tempted 
to trade his wings for the earthly beauty 
of trapeze artist Solveig Dommartin 
That’s at 7 p.m. at the HFA, in the Car- 
penter Center, 24 Quincy Street in Har 
vard Square; call (617) 495-4700 


M@ WEDNESDAY 15 

FILM. We don’t think of Ingmar 
Bergman as a proponent of young love 
and lyrical romanticism, but he was a bit 
of a sentimental duff in his salad days 
The Summer with Monika (1953; a 
k/a Monika) is a bittersweet tale about a 
star-crossed pair that Bergman wrote es 
pecially for the sublime Harriet Anders- 
son. If you missed it last week, you get 
another chance at 9 p.m. at the Harvard 
Film Archive in the Carpenter Center, 24 
Quincy Street in Harvard Square; call 
(617) 495-4700. 

MEDITERRANEAN CHRISTMAS. 
The Mediterranean is, of course, a big 
place, but the presence of guest trio 
the Sharq Arabic Music Ensemble 
makes it clear which part the Boston 
Camerata’s A Mediterranean 
Christmas will be focused on. Cam- 
erata music director Joel Cohen says 
he hopes this offering “will evoke in 
audiences the strength and beauty of 
the Mediterranean world and its music 
and the desire to make the Christmas 
vision of peace and reconciliation 





strong in our hearts.” Amen. Perfor 
mances are tonight at 8 at Wellesley 
Congregational Church in Wellesley, 
tomorrow at 8 at the Church of the 
Covenant in Boston, Friday at 8 at the 
First Congregational Church in Cam 
bridge, and Sunday at 3 at Hancock 
United Church of Christ in Lexington 
Tickets are $22 to $42; call (866) 427 
2092, or visit www.bostoncamerata 
org 


@ THURSDAY 16 

BOOKS. Joseph J. Ellis, by most ac- 
counts the world’s foremost authority - 
or at least most readable authority — on 
the Founding Fathers, lectures on his lat- 
est, His Excellency: George Washington 
(Knopf), at the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, 1154 Boylston Street in Boston, 
at 5:30 p.m. It’s free and open to the 
public, but reservations are recommend- 
ed; call (617) 646-0560 

THEATER. When the press release 
showed up for Theremin, a new theatri- 
cal production by the Chicago- and 
Boston-based Blue Cake Theater Compa- 
ny, we decided to forward it on to Jon 
Bernhardt, leader of Boston’s own 
theremin orchestra, the Lothars. The play 
chronicles the life of the Russian “father of 
electronic music,” Leon Theremin (who 
at the height of his American fame is 
abducted by the KGB”) 
the eyes of the Beach Boys’ Brian Wilson 


as seen through 


who years later “includes the powerful 
sound of the theremin in some of rock and 
roll’s biggest hits.” Bernhardt wrote back 
to point us to Albert Glinsky’s biography 
Theremin: Ether Music and FEspionag 
which argues that Theremin was actually 
employed by the KGB and went back to 
Russia willingly; Jon also mentions that “if 
by ‘rock and roll’s biggest hits’ they mean 
Good Vibrations, that’s another myth 
The song did not have a theremin. It used 
ariant of a mechanical oscillator.” All 


within the bounds of theatrical licenss 


we're sure. Just thought you’d want to 
know. Theremin opens at the Institute of 
Contemporary Art, 955 Boylston Street in 
Boston, at 8 p.m. and runs through De 
cember 18; call (781) 643-0277 
GERMAN CHRISTMAS. Every year, it 
seems, Bostonians are lining up around 
the block to hear First Night performan¢ 
es of German Christmas music. But here’s 
a chance to hear the Handel and Haydn 
Society perform it in the comfort of Jor- 
dan Hall. (Just think how resonant the 
brass will sound.) Conducted by Grant 
Llewellyn, and with guests the Handel 
and Haydn Young Women’s Chorus and 
the Trinity Handbell Ensemble, “Silent 
Night: A German Christmas” offers 
works by Fux, Pachelbel, Schtitz, and 
more. That’s tonight at 8 p.m. and Sun- 
day at 3 p.m., Jordan Hall is at 30 Gains- 
borough Street in Boston, and tickets are 
$30 to $60; call (617) 266-3605. 
































THE BOSTON PHOENIX ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DECEMBER 10,2004 5 








Making waves 


Soderbergh sails on the mainstream 


BY PETER KEQUGH 


KK * 
Ocean’s Twelve 


Directed by Steven Soderbergh. Written by 
George Clayton Johnson, Jack Golden 
Russell, and George Nolfi. With George 
Clooney, Catherine Zeta-Jones, Brad Pitt, 
Julia Roberts, Andy Garcia, Matt Damon, 
Don Cheadle, Carl Reiner, Elliott Gould, 
and Vincent Cassel. A Warner Bros. 
Pictures release (130 minutes). At the 
Boston Common, the Fenway, the Fresh 
Pond, and the Circle and in the suburbs. 


ince he first made his mark in 

1989 as America’s foremost 

(and at the time almost only) 
independent auteur with his first 
film, sex, lies, and videotape, Steven 
Soderbergh has been desperate to 
get avant-garde again. Unfortu- 
nately, most of his efforts in this di- 
rection — Kafka? Schizopolis? So- 
laris? — have suggested that the 
lucid, if glib, intelligence of that 
first film was a fluke. Such excep- 
tions as The Limey — maybe his 
best film — and Traffic — maybe 
his most overrated — did not check 
his “artistic” decline. 

On the other hand, most of the 
mainstream projects he’s taken on 
to pay the bills — Out of Sight, Erin 
Brockovich, Ocean’s Eleven, and now 
Ocean’s Twelve — have not only 
made him money but earned him 





more credibility as a serious film- 
maker. Wrapped around a generic 
story, amped by a big budget and 
big-name stars, Soderbergh’s preoc- 
cupations with narrative structure, 
personal identity, and the intermin- 
gling of art and life, of the imagined 
and the real, seem playful rather 
than pretentious. 

And, after all, what is Ocean’s 
Twelve if not Full Frontal with heists 
and better wisecracks? The latter 
film, perhaps Soderbergh’s low 
point, was the kind of smug, sloppy 
self-indulgence that gives postmod- 
ernism a bad name. Yet Twelve has 
Full Frontal’s Julia Roberts and Brad 
Pitt. And what could be more post- 
modern than a film that’s a sequel 
to a remake of a film that originally 
was a parody of a real-life celebrity 
clique from the ’60s? Instead of pre- 
tending to be an art film, however, 
Twelve pretends to be a caper flick 
— and we’re all in on the joke! 

That might be Twelve’s chief, and 
cheapest, thrill: the illusion that 
we're all in this big party with 
George and Julia and Matt and Brad 
swapping one-liners, non sequiturs, 
and in-jokes and making fun of the 
whole notion of making a living by 
make-believe but making the most 
of it just the same. It’s why the se- 
quel is a more satisfying entertain- 
ment than the first, despite a narra- 
tive that is defiantly nonsensical. Or 
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IN OR OUT: Brad Pitt, like the rest of the 12, gets to play a variation 
on himself; Catherine Zeta-Jones, on the other hand, has to act. 


maybe because of that. The remake 
tried to make narrative sense, and 
relying on the creaky contrivance of 
the 1960 original, it got bogged 
down in dull details. If you want a 
heist with elegance and clarity, 
check Bob la flambeur or Topkapi 
out of the video store. In Twelve, 
however, the plot is mere backdrop 
to the seemingly improvised patter, 
a backdrop less important than the 
funky and glamorous locations in 
Amsterdam, Paris, Rome, Lake 
Como, and Connecticut. 


Such as it is, the story (originally 
written by George Nolfi as a John 
Woo picture) picks up three years 
after Danny Ocean (George 
Clooney) and his gang have ripped 
off the casinos of Las Vegas money- 
man Terry Benedict (Andy Garcia). 
Somebody has spilled the beans, and 
in the film’s funny, throw-away prel- 
ude, Benedict tracks each member 
down, giving everybody two weeks 
to pay back the stolen $160 million 
plus interest (an amount probably 
equal to the soaking that Soderbergh 


and Clooney took in their joint pro- 
duction of Solaris). So the erstwhile, 
wealthy retirees must set off on that 
legendary one last heist, or rather 
three of them. The actual operations 
aren’t nearly as memorable as the 
spacy, often self-reflexive exchanges 
between Ocean and company. The 
down time is what really matters, 
undercut almost imperceptibly by a 
fractured chronology that Soder- 
bergh makes even more confusing 
with “Three Years Later” and “Two 
Weeks Earlier” title cards that are 
about as helpful as those in Bufiuel’s 
Un chien andalou. 

The cast is uniformly flawless — 
which, I suppose, is not hard when 
you're playing a variation of your- 
self. And that’s what makes Cather- 
ine Zeta-Jones’s contribution so 
valuable. As Isabel, the top cop 
tracking down the 12, she can’t be 
in on the joke. (She’s one of the 
biggest butts of it, in fact, as her 
first scene indicates.) So she has to 
act, and in its balance of earnest- 
ness and irony, this one of her best 
performances. (She has a great 
haircut, too.) Despite the matryosh- 
ka-doll plot twists that render the 
narrative both microscopic and 
meaningless, the only real tension 
in the film concerns whether her 
character will be in or out. It’s cool 
to be in, but as the film’s only gen- 
uinely emotional moment proves 
(proving also that Albert Finney has 
one of the greatest faces in the 
movies), it’s real to be out. & 








Cuts above 


Anya at the MFA; The Cutting Edge on STARZ 


BY GERALD PEARY 


o a Boston fertile with world-class person- 

al-documentarians add Marian Marzynski, 

a Jewish-Polish émigré filmmaker who 
long resided in Chicago and now has moved 
his operations to Brookline. His 30-years-in- 
the making Anya in and out of Focus, which 
screens December 12, 15, 18, and 19 at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, is a 
tender, moody, frank, 
and totally engrossing 
celebration of his in-her- 
face relationship with his 
daughter, Anya. 

The shooting starts 
with Anya’s pre-school 
childhood, where she’s 
as bossy and controlling 
as Peanuts’ Lucy, and 
proceeds, through her 
very bumpy adolescent years, to her still- 
shaky adulthood, where she tries on 
boyfriends and jobs and finally delves into a 
perhaps problematic interracial marriage. 
Three decades of Anya: charming, impetu- 
ous, swerving out of control, feuding often 
with her conventional architect mother and 
in and out of synch with her artsy, liberal- 
thinking dad, who loves his daughter with a 
consuming, crazy-for-you love. 

Marzynski is as uninhibited and honest a 


FILM 


CULTURE 





presence before the camera as his daughter. 
There’s nothing to hide with these two, as, 
over the many years, they hug, they dance, 
they confide, they talk so intimately, and, of 
course, they quarrel. A typical altercation has 
Anya at 14 fleeing the camera in anger and 
embarrassment when her father asks her 
pointedly about her menstruation. 

Anya in and out of Focus is not your typical 
static talking-head family portrait. Marzynski is 
a real old-fashioned film- 
maker, and his work is a 
joy to watch for its intense 
cinematography and bril- 
liantly conceived, leaping- 
through-time editing. Es- 
pecially astonishing is the 
16mm shooting of Anya’s 
childhood, when Marzyn- 
ski gets down with the lit- 
tle kids. The MFA screen- 
ings are co-sponsored by 
the Boston Jewish Film Festival: Marzynski’s 
tragic childhood in a Poland under Hitler, in- 
cluding a miraculous escape from the Warsaw 
Ghetto, parallels that of fellow Jewish-Polish 
director Roman Polanski. 


IT WAS MGM EXECUTIVE Irving Thal- 
berg who in the 1930s came up with the title 
“editor” to describe that often-anonymous 
person who shaped a movie out of the 
footage handed over by the director. Before 
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that, the editor was called a “cutter,” 
and in silent-movie days, that “cut- 
ter” was more often than not a 
woman. That’s because editing 
seemed like crocheting or sewing, a 
lowly and unmanly sit-down craft. 
But with the advent of talking pic- 
tures, males marched in and claimed 
the profession, since sound editing 
involved knowledge of electricity 
and engineering. Guy stuff. 

A few women survived in the edit- 
ing room in the Hollywood 1930s. 
Only one had lots of power: Margaret 
Booth, a stormy and bullying presence 
at MGM. The editor-in-chief in charge 
of other studio editors, she oversaw 
all projects. When she looked at your 
edit and demanded a cut, you cut! 

There are many lively, entertain- 
ing stories about the unsung editing 
profession in The Cutting Edge: The 
Magic of Movie Editing; a feature 
documentary directed by Wendy 
Apple and co-produced by the BBC that en- 
cores this Sunday, December 12, at 8 p.m. 
on STARZ. Martin Scorsese talks passionate- 
ly about the pioneer cross-cutting of Edwin 
S. Porter in the 1903 Life of an American 
Fireman. Steven Spielberg is unusually open 
and animated about his artistic disagree- 
ments with editor Verna Fields (affectionate 
nickname: “Mother Cutter”) concerning the 
rhythm of Jaws. Spielberg concedes that 
Fields was right every time in arguing for 
fewer frames in the shots. Spielberg: “The 
shark would only look good at 36 frames, 
not 38 frames, the difference between some- 
thing scary and a floating turd.” 

We know filmmakers like Scorsese, Spiel- 
berg, Ridley Scott, Paul Verhoeven, Quentin 
Tarantino. But The Cutting Edge also puts 


IN AND OUT: Anya is not your typical static talk- 
ing-head family portrait. 





faces to articulate editors: Mark Goldblatt 
(Starship Troopers), Carol Littleton (E.T.), 
Dylan Tichenor (Boogie Nights, The Royal 
Tenenbaums), Dede Allen (Bonnie and 
Clyde). There’s a wee too much Walter 
Murch, who since The Godfather films has 
developed a formidable reputation as a 
quotable media philosopher. Here he’s a bit 
windy, especially when going on about his 
clever work on the mediocre Cold Mountain. 
It’s refreshing to switch over to Alexander 
Payne’s regular editor, the unheralded and 
unpretentious Kevin Tent. The editor of 
About Schmidt and Sideways sees his job as 
that of bolstering fatigued directors who 
after financing and shooting their films col- 
lapse in the editing suites, “shells of people 
they were.” ua 
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Final cut 


Ousmane Sembene’s political masterpiece 


BY CHRIS FUJIWARA 


kkk 
Moolaadé 


Written and directed by Ousmane 
Sembene. With Fatoumata Coulibaly, 
Maimouna Hélene Diarra, Salimata Traoré, 
and Dominique T. Zeida. In Bambara, 
Pular, and French with English subtitles. A 
New Yorker Films release (124 minutes). 
At the Kendall Square. 


he West African village where 

Moolaadé is set — director 

Ousmane Sembene (for four 
decades the pre-eminent figure in 
African cinema) shot the film in an 
actual village in Burkina Faso — is a 
space both real and symbolic. In its 
design, the village mosque imitates 
a nearby anthill, which, embodying 
a tradition older than Islam’s ad- 
vent, recalls the punishment suf- 
fered by a king who violated the 
tribe’s sacred law of protection, the 
Moolaadé. Around the mosque and 
the anthill, Sembene unfurls a space 
of constant transformation and 
movement. The film opens with the 
arrival of the itinerant seller Merce- 
naire, who’s lugging the cart from 
which he’ll unpack a whole general 
store. Later, to welcome the chief’s 
son, Ibrahima, on his return from 
Paris, the villagers lay a succession 
of bright-colored carpets before his 
black-leather shoes. 


The film’s heroine, Collé (the su- 
perb Fatoumata Coulibaly), performs 
the key transformation. By stretching 
a colored rope across the gateway to 
her family’s small compound, she in- 
vokes Moolaadé on behalf of four 
young village girls who have fled the 
ritual of “purification,” or genital mu- 
tilation. Collé’s defiance of the village 
elders, tribal tradition, and her hus- 
band’s command in protecting the 
girls precipitates a conflict that draws 
in all the people of the village. 

The depiction of ordinary heroism 
in Moolaadé is moving and gratify- 
ing in numerous unexpected ways. 
The story resembles a kind of plot 
that’s often used in popular narra- 
tive art in the West: a person takes a 
stand against injustice in her com- 
munity; at first, she seems alone and 
is exposed to threats and violence; 
then, one by one, inspired by her in- 
tegrity and courage, members of the 
community join her. What’s remark- 
able about Moolaadé is the clarity 
with which Sembene makes each 
character’s choice the understand- 
able result of the person’s past histo- 
ry and present commitments. In its 
vivid characterizations and its vigor- 
ous and fluid storytelling, Moolaadé 
is a model of lucid, cogent, and grip- 
ping political filmmaking. 

Sembene creates scenes of a 
beauty and poetry that would be 
staggering were they not so casual 









LUCID, COGENT, GRIPPING: Collé tries to explain to her daughter Amsatou why she refused to have her 
“purified.” 


and unobtrusive. In one extraordi- 
nary scene, Collé explains to her 
teenage daughter, Amsatou, why 
she refused to have her purified; 
Amsatou, distressed over the village 
chief’s refusal to let his son marry 
her because she is “bilakoro” (un- 
mutilated), responds only by tear- 
ing a photo of her ex-betrothed 


standing in front of the Eiffel Tower. 


The imagery flows from the narra- 
tive with such elegance that the 
conjunction of ideas — as in a 
dream that feels real — is startling 
mainly on recollection. Shot after 
shot overflows with invention and 
audacity: in one incredible scene, 
Ibrahima, in his gray European suit, 
wanders around the village staring 
at its mosque, its anthill, and the 


growing pile of radios that the vil- 
lage elders (in a bid against female 
empowerment and the spread of 
ideas) have confiscated from the 
women. 

Restrained and precise camera 
movements; imaginative use of 
music; a narrative progression both 
ritualized and plausible; a thoughtful 
use of cutaways, in scenes of crisis, to 
integrate and implicate onlookers — 
all these aspects of Moolaadé reveal 
Sembene’s mastery. If the film seems 
straightforward, that’s because its 
complex design is, at every moment, 
the simplest possible pattern for the 
vision of time, space, history, and ac- 
tion that Sembene seeks to express. 
His graceful style combines concrete- 
ness and multivalence: a plain shot 


of a chicken crossing Collé’s protec- 
tive rope is enough to remind us that 
the sacred space of Moolaadé is also 
a space of practical daily life. 
Sembene never resorts to a facile 
treatment of his subject. He never 
has, for example, his two Western- 
ized characters, Mercenaire and 
Ibrahima, condemn female genital 
mutilation. Instead of opposing an 
advanced, enlightened, civilized 
culture and a backward, ignorant, 
barbaric one, Sembene shows a 
conflict that can be resolved only 
within the context of local tradi- 
tions and politics. And in focusing 
on the resistance of women, he cre- 
ates a forceful and beautiful femi- 
nist narrative whose relevance goes 
beyond its African context. ca 





COMME SI DE RIEN N’ETAIT/ 
AS IF NOTHING 
HAD HAPPENED 


Instead of on ice rinks and in Harvard Yard, this 
French Love Story takes place on the set of a Paris 
stage. Scatty theater director Thomas (Pierre-Olivier 
Mornas, who also wrote and directed the film), falls 
for Alix (Alice Carel, who resembles a fuller- 
cheeked Sissy Spacek) and casts her as the lead 
role in his play only to learn that she’s been diag- 
nosed with a hereditary brain tumor. Alix doesn’t 
know he knows, and the film deals less with her 
disease than with the progress of the play and the 
pair’s giddy love for each other. Mornas just does 
sidestep maudlin over-sentimentality; the weepiest 
scenes take place primarily in rehearsal, and art 
and life do tend to blur there toward the end. But 
Alix feels half-drawn; she’s more a love-object ac- 
tress than a living-dying woman. When she eventu- 
ally explains to Thomas how her father died, he re- 
sponds, “Let’s fuck. Let’s fuck.” In the end, the 
show must go on, and it does, almost as if nothing 
had happened. In French with English subtitles. 
(97 minutes) At the Museum of Fine Arts this 
Thursday, December 16, and also December 18, 
19, 22, 23, 26, 29, and 30 and January 2 and 5. 
— Nina MacLaughlin 


MOTHRA 


A close friend of Akira Kurosawa and also his as- 
sistant director, Ishiro Honda moonlighted by di- 
recting silly but enjoyable sci-fi genre pictures like 
Godzilla (1954), often borrowing Kurosawa’s pres- 
tigious actors for his campy, disreputable projects. 
In his 1961 Mothra, Takashi Shimura, star of 
Kurosawa’s /kiru (1952) and The Seven Samurai 
(1954), plays a hard-boiled Perry White-like edi- 
tor who's pushing his reporters to get the big 
scoop. It seems that a Japanese vessel has landed 
its men on an uncharted South Seas island hit by 





trailers | 


post-atomic-bomb radioactivity. In addition to na- 
tive people, this island sports a set of cute Thum- 
belina-sized female twins and a giant egg contain- 
ing... what? When the mini-twins are kidnapped 
and made a novelty show-biz act back in Tokyo 
(think Carl Denham returning to New York with 
King Kong), the egg explodes and a gargantuan 
larva comes swimming toward Japan’s capital to 
bring the girls home. MOTHRA!! The larva evolves 
into a flying moth, and poor Tokyo crumbles under 
the onslaught. Although a bit of a Godzilla re- 
tread, the film is insectious fun. In Japanese with 
English subtitles. (101 minutes) Midnight Friday 
through Sunday at the Brattle. 

— Gerald Peary 


RECONSTRUCTION 


Danish director Christoffer Boe takes self-reflexivity 
perhaps a little too seriously in his heralded movie, 
which won the Camera d’Or for Best Debut Film at 
Cannes 2003. It opens with August (Krister Hen- 
dricksson), a jaded novelist, describing the fiction 
to follow in a portentous voiceover reminiscent of 
Lars von Trier’s Zentropa. One of his characters (or 
is he a “real” person? only Jorge Luis Borges knows 
for sure), photographer Alex (Nikolaj Lie Kaas), is 
riding the metro with his girlfriend, Simone (Maria 
Bonnevie), when without explanation he slips away 
to follow Aimee (Bonnevie again), a stunning 
stranger and, it happens, August’s wife. Throw in a 
few references to Orpheus and add pixilated spy- 
satellite imagery used as transitional establishment 
shots and you have “That Obscure Project of De- 
sire” or “Next Door at Marienbad.” The film takes a 
welcome “Kafka in Wonderland” turn in the middle 
when Alex finds that his apartment has disappeared 


and that his acquaintances no longer recognize 
him, an anarchic element that along with Bon- 
nevie’s haunting performance rescues the film from 
total humorlessness and contrived pretentiousness. 
In Danish and Swedish with English subtitles. (90 
minutes) A// week at the Brattle. 

— Peter Keough 


TESTOSTERONE 


In this same-sex romp, love contorts itself into a 
continent-hoping odyssey laced with intrigue. Un- 
fortunately, Testosterone isn't as provocative as its 
premise or its title. The spectacle gets under way 
when Dean (David Sutcliffe) learns that Pablo 
(Antonio Sabato Jr.), his live-in-lover, has blown 
him off and returned to Buenos Aries. The bad 
news is made worse when Pablo’s ball-busting 
mother (Sonia Braga) drops in at Dean’s big art 
opening that evening. Despite being unable to 
speak a word of Spanish, Dean dashes off to Ar- 
gentina, where Pablo is nowhere to be found. 
Dean pisses various factions off, and after a body 
pops up, he starts wielding a pistol. 

The homo-erotic mayhem in the hands of Dean 
Moreton (working from James Robert Baker's story) 
is So hyperbolic and vapid, it rides like a neutered 
castoff from the shelf of Gregg Araki (Doom Genera- 
tion and The Living End). Sutcliffe is miscast, and 
the hunky Sabato Jr. appears on screen so seldom, 
their chemistry is hard to fathom. Thank goodness 
Braga and Jennifer Coolidge (Best in Show), as 
Dean’s crass-mouthed confidante, are on hand to 
kick up the high camp — including an uproarious 
wardrobe malfunction by Braga’s maniacal mamaci- 
ta. (105 minutes) At the Kendall Square. 

— Tom Meek 
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A TRANSFUSION OF NEW BLOOD: Jen- 
nifer Biel as archer Abigail. 


BLADE TRINITY 


Vampire hunter Blade (Wesley Snipes) faces his 
toughest adversary yet in this third and final in- 
stallment (here’s hoping) of the series that has 
yielded diminishing returns since Stephen Nor- 
rington’s 1998 adaptation of Marvel Comics’ 
Blade became a sleeper hit. Misdirected by se- 
ries scribe David S. Goyer, Blade Trinity is Blade 
versus the media. Or is it Blade versus the home- 
land-securing federal government? From the myr- 
iad threats teased (only to be forgotten) in the 
deceptively promising opening scenes emerges a 
rare instance of wit. Vampire Danica Talos (Park- 
er Posey, preening as she makes fun of her dia- 
logue) leads an expedition to lraq, where she un- 
covers the ultimate WMD: Dracula. Savor the 
moment: “Drake” (Dominic Purcell), as he’s 
called, is no more threatening than your average 
club-garbed Eurotrash. Series newcomers Jessica 
Biel and Ryan Reynolds promise a transfusion of 
new blood to the undead undertakings as Abigail 
the archer and wise-ass ex-vampire Hannibal 
King, who make up the other two thirds of the 
title trio. Alas, Snipes sleepwalks through his role 
as a “daywalker,” and their efforts clot on this 
Blade. (105 minutes) At the Boston Common, 
the Fenway, the Fresh Pond, the Circle and in 
the suburbs. 














































— Brett Michel 








>Listings 


Unless otherwise noted, all film listings 
this week are for Friday December 10 
through Thursday December 16. Times 
often change with little notice, so 
please call the theater before heading 
out. For complete film-schedule infor 
mation, check the Boston Phoenix Web 
site at http://www.bostonphoenix.com 





boston 


@ BOSTON COMMON (617-423 
3499), 175 Tremont St 

Blade: Trinity: 10:55 a.m., 
11:40 a.m., 12:20, 1:55, 2:40, 3:15, 5, 
5:45, 6:30, 7:45, 8:40, 9:40, 10:40; 
and Fri.-Sat., Mon.-Thurs., 11:15; and 
Fri.-Sat., 12:10 a.m 

Ocean’s Twelve: Fri., Mon.-Thurs., 
10:30 a.m., 11:15 a.m., noon, 1:30, 
2:15, 3, 4:30, 5:15, 6:15, 7:30, 8:15, 
9:15, 10:30, 11:10; and Fri., midnight; 
and Sat.-Sun., 10:30 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 
noon, 1:30, 2:15, 3, 4:30, 5:15, 6:15, 


7:30, 8:15, 9:15. 10:30; and Sat., 
11:10, midnight 

Alexander: 10:50 a.m., 2:25, 5:55, 
9:30, 10:15 


Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 11:30 a.m., 3:25, 7:50, 10:25 
Christmas with the Kranks: 
10:05 a.m., 1:15, 4:20, 9:10; and Fri., 
Mon.-Thurs., 6:50; and Fri.-Sat., 11:40 
Closer: 10:40 a.m., 11:50 am., 1, 
2:30, 4:10, 5:30, 6:40, 8, 9:25, 10:50; 
and Fri.-Sat., 12:05 a.m 

Finding Neverland: 12:50, 4, 7:20, 
10; and Fri.-Sat., 12:05 a.m. 

The Incredibles: 10:45 a.m., 12:40, 
1:25, 3:35, 4:40, 6:05, 7:10, 9; and 
Fri.-Sat., 11:30 

National Treasure: 10:35 a.m., 
12:30, 1:45, 3:50, 4:50, 7, 8:30, 10:10; 
and Fri.-Sat., 11:45 


The Polar Express: 12:10, 2:45, 
5:25, 8:25, 11 
Sideways: 11:25 a.m., 2:05, 5:10, 


8:50; and Fri.-Sat., 11:40 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 11 a.m., 2:50, 5:40, 8:10, 
10:45 

Spanglish: sneak preview Sat.-Sun., 7 


@ COPLEY PLACE (617-266-1300), 
100 Huntington Ave 

After the Sunset: 12:30, 
9:35 

Alfie: noon, 2:40, 5:15, 7:55, 10:30 
Diarios de motocicleta/The Mo- 
torcycle Diaries: 10:30 a.m., 1:10, 
4:20, 7:20, 10 

I ¥ Huckabees: 11 a.m., 12:45, 1:50, 
3:35, 4:40, 6:30, 8:10, 9:10, 10:40 
Kinsey: 11:20 a.m., 12:15, 1:30, 2:20, 
3:10, 4, 5, 5:50, 6:40, 7:40, 8:40, 9:20, 
10:20; and Fri.-Sat., 11 
Ray: 10:45 a.m., 11:40 
5:30, 6:15, 8:55, 9:45 
Shall We Dance?: 3:40, 8:20 

Team America: World Police: 
12:55, 6; and Fri.-Sat., 10:50 


2:50, 7, 


im, 2s 


@ FENWAY (617-424-6266), 201 
Brookline Ave 

Blade: Trinity: 1:45, 2:30, 4:45, 
5:30, 7:50, 8:30, 10:45; and Fri.-Sat., 
11:30 

Ocean’s Twelve: 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 
11 

Alexander: 2:20, 6:45, 10:30 
Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 1:20, 4:30, 7:40, 10:25 
Christmas with the Kranks: 1:15, 
3:50, 7, 9:40; and Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Closer: 1:10, 2:10, 3:45, 4:50, 6:30, 
7:30, 9:15, 10:15; and Fri.-Sat., mid- 
night 

The Incredibles: 1, 
10:10 

National Treasure: 
8:15, 11:15 

The Polar Express: 1:30, 4:15, 6:50, 
9:20 

Ray: 9:30 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 1:40, 4:40, 7:15 

The Lord of the Rings: The Two 
Towers: Fri.-Sat., midnight 


4:10, 7:10, 


1:50, 3:15, 


@ MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, Omni 
Theatre (617-723-2500), Science Park, 
Boston. Tickets $7.50, $5.50 for ages 3- 
11 and seniors; Tues.-Wed. at 7 p.m. or 
later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 and seniors 
Adrenaline Rush: The Science of 
Risk 

Forces of Nature 

Jane Goodall’s Wild Chim- 
panzees 

Lewis and Clark: Great Journey 
West 


@ NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM, Si 
mons IMAX Theatre (866-815-IMAX), 
Central Wharf, Boston. Tickets $12, 
$10 for ages 3-11 and seniors 

Bugs! In 3D 

Cirque de Soleil 

Galapagos 


Ghosts of the Abyss 
The Matrix Reloaded 
Ocean Wonderland 





brookline 


@ CHESTNUT HILL (617-277-2500), 
Rte. 9 and Hammond St 

Alexander: 1, 4:45, 8:45 
Christmas with the Kranks: 2, 
4:30, 7:15, 9:40 

The Incredibles: 1:15, 4, 7, 9:50 
National Treasure: 1:10, 2:20, 
4:10, 5:25, 7:05, 8:30, 10 


@ CIRCLE CINEMA (617-566-4040), 
Cleveland Circle. 

Please call for times 

Blade: Trinity 

Ocean’s Twelve 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son 

Finding Neverland 

The Polar Express 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 





VISIONS OF SUGAR PLUMS II: Viggo Mortensen dreams of 
returning the ring in The Lord of the Rings: The Two 
Towers, weekend midnights at the Fenway. 


@ COOLIDGE CORNER (617-734- 
2500), 290 Harvard St 

Bright Leaves: Fri.-Sun., 3:15; and 
Fri.-Tues., Thurs., 5:30; and Fri., 7:30; 
and Sat., 1; and Sat.-Mon., 7:45; and 
Wed.,.8:15 

Kinsey: 9:35; and Fri.-Sun., Tues.- 
Thurs., 4:15; and Fri.-Mon., Wed.- 
Thurs., 7; and Sat.-Sun., 1:50 
Sideways: 4:30, 7:10, 9:45; and Sat.- 
Sun., 1:30 

Tarnation: 10 

Bad Santa: Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Robotrix: Sat., midnight 

Con Man: Tues., 7:30 





cambridge 


@ BRATTLE (617-876-6837), 40 Brat- 
tle St., Harvard Sq 

Reconstruction: 5:30, 7:30, 9:30 
Mothra: Fri.-Sat., midnight; and Sat.- 
Sun., 1, 3:15 


@ FRESH POND MALL (617-661- 
2900), 168 Alewife Brook Parkway 
Blade: Trinity: 10:50 a.m., 1:30, 
4:15, 6:55, 10 

Ocean’s Twelve: 11:20 a.m., 12:30, 
2:10, 3:25, 5, 6:30, 8, 9:45 
Alexander: 11:40 a.m., 3:45, 8:45 
Christmas. with the Kranks: 
11:05 a.m., 1:15, 4:30, 9:20; and Fri., 
Sun.-Thurs., 7:10 

The Incredibles: 10:40 a.m., 
11:55 a.m., 1:45, 2:45, 4:45, 5:40, 
7:45, 9, 10:30 

National Treasure: 1, 4, 7:25, 10:15 
The Polar Express: 12:45, 3:05, 
5:20, 8:15, 10:40 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 12:15, 2:30, 6:05, 8:30, 10:50 
Spanglish: sneak preview Sat., 7 


@ HARVARD SQUARE (617-864 
4580), 10 Church St 
Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 11:20 a.m., 2, 4:40, 7:20, 10; and 
Fri.-Sat., 12:10 a.m. 
Closer: 11 a.m., 1:40, 4:20, 7, 9:40; 
and Fri.-Sat., 11:55 


Finding Neverland: 11:50 a.m., 
2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:10; and Fri.-Sat., 
12:20 a.m. 

I ¥ Huckabees: 1:15, 4, 6:30, 9; and 
Fri.-Sat., 11:30 

Ray: 10:50 a.m., 2:20, 6, 9:20 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show: 
Sat., midnight 


@ KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA 
(617-499-1996), One Kendall Sq. 
Moolaadé: 1:45, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40 
Testosterone: 2:10, 4:45, 7:20, 9:50; 
and Sat.-Sun., 11:50 a.m 

Diarios de motocicleta/The Mo- 
torcycle Diaries: 1:10, 2:15, 4:55, 
3:50, 8:05; and Fri.-Sun., Thurs., 6:35, 
9:20; and Sat.-Sun., 11:30 a.m.; and 
Mon.-Wed., 9:40 

Kinsey: 1:20, 2:25, 4, 5:05, 6:45, 8, 
9:30; and Sat.-Sun., 11:45 a.m. 
Scénes intimes/Sex Is Comedy: 
4:45, 9:55; and Sat.-Sun., 12:10 
Sideways: 1:30, 3:40, 4:10, 6:25, 7, 
9:10, 9:45; and Sat.-Sun., 12:05 
WMD: Weapons of Mass Decep- 
tion: 2:30, 7:45 





suburbs 


@ ARLINGTON, Capitol (781-648- 
4340), 204 Mass. Ave. 

After the Sunset: 1:30, 3:35, 5:40, 
7:45, 9:50; and Sat.-Sun., 11:20 a.m. 
Being Julia: 1:40, 3:45, 5:50, 7:55, 
10:05; and Sat.-Sun., 11:30 a.m. 

The Bourne Supremacy: 7:20, 9:40 
Callas Forever: 2:20, 5, 7:30, 10; 
and Sat.-Sun., 11:50 a.m. 

Elf: 1:15, 3:15, 5:15; and Sat.-Sun., 
11:15 a.m. 

Friday Night Lights: 5:05, 7:25, 
9:55 

Shall We Dance?: 5:25, 7:35, 9:45 
Shark Tale: 1:25, 3:25; and Sat.- 
Sun., 11:25 a.m. 

Sky Captain and the World of To- 
morrow: 2:45; and Sat.-Sun., noon 


@ BEVERLY, Cabot Street Cinema 
(978-927-3677), 286 Cabot St 
Friday Night Lights: Fri.-Sat., 5:30, 
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VISIONS OF SUGAR PLUMS I: Klaus Kinski dreams of El Do- 
rado in Aguirre, der Zorn Gottes/Aguirre, the Wrath of 
God, Monday at the Boston Public Library. 


8; and Sat., 2 
What the #$*! Do We Know!?: 
Mon.-Wed., 5:30, 8; and Wed., 2 


| M BRAINTREE, AMC X (781-848- 
| 1070), South Shore Plaza 
Blade: Trinity: 2, 4:50, 7:45, 10:20 
Ocean’s Twelve: 1:15, 2:15, 4:15, 
S:15, 7:15, $:15, 10:15 


| Alexander: 6:30 


Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 2:30, 5, 7:40, 10:10 

Christmas with the Kranks: 1:50, 
4:30, 7:35, 10 

The Incredibles: 
9:50 

National Treasure: 
7:20, 10:15 

The Polar Express: 2:10, 4:40, 7:30, 
9:55 

Ray: 3:15, 10:05 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 1:40, 4, 7:10, 9:30 


1:30, 4:20, 7:05, 


1:20, 4:25, 


@ DEDHAM, Community Theatre 
(781-326-0409), 580 High St. 

Kinsey: 4:30, 7:10, 9:20; and Sat.- 
Sun., 11:45 a.m., 2:10 

Sideways: 4:20, 7, 9:20; and Sat.- 
Sun., Wed., 11:45 a.m., 2 


@ DEDHAM, Showcase 10 (781-326- 
4955), 950 Providence St. 

Please call for times. 

Blade: Trinity 

Ocean’s Twelve 

Alexander 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son 

Christmas with the Kranks 

The Incredibles 

National Treasure 

The Polar Express 

Ray 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


@ HINGHAM, Loring Hall Cinema 
(781-749-1400), 65 Main St. 
Sideways: 4:15, 7; and Fri.-Sat., 
9:40; and Sat.-Sun., 1:30 


@ LEXINGTON, Flick (781-861- 
6161), 1794 Mass. Ave. 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 7:10, 9:30; and Sat.-Sun., 4:20 
Sideways: 7, 9:30; and Sat.-Sun., 
1:30, 4:10 

Shark Tale: Sat.-Sun., 1:45 


@ NEWTON, West Newton Cinema 
(617-964-6060), 1296 Washington St. 
Noel: Fri.-Tues., Thurs., 1; and Fri., 
7:30; and Sat.-Thurs., 6:50 

Being Julia: 6:35, 9; and Fri.-Tues., 
Thurs., 1:40; and Sat., Mon., Wed.- 
Thurs., 4:10 

Gloomy Sunday: Fri.-Sat., Mon.- 
Thurs., 10:55 a.ra. 

I ¥ Huckabees: 10:40 a.m.; and Fri.- 
Sat., Mon., Wed.-Thurs., 4:05; and Fri., 
Sun.-Thurs., 9:10 

Kinsey: 11 a.m., 12:40, 2:15, 3:15, 
4:50, 6:25, 8,9 

Shall We Dance?: 1:30, 4:10, 6:45, 
9:05 

Shark Tale: 
11:20 a.m. 
Vera Drake: 
6:35, 9:05 
Estoria: Sat., 9; and Sun., 3 


Fri.-Sat., Mon.-Thurs., 


10:45 a.m., 1:20, 4, 


@ RANDOLPH, Showcase Cinema 
(781-963-5600), Rte. 139. 

Please call for times. 

Blade: Trinity 


Ocean’s Twelve 

Alexander 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason 
Christmas with the Kranks 
Closer 

Finding Neverland 

The Incredibles 

National Treasure 

The Polar Express 

Ray 

Saw 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


@ REVERE, Showcase Cinema (781- 
286-1660), Rte. 1 and Squire Rd. 
Please call for times. 

Blade: Trinity 

Ocean’s Twelve 

Alexander 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason 
Christmas with the Kranks 
Closer 

Finding Neverland 

The Incredibles 

National Treasure 

The Polar Express 

Ray 

Saw 

Seed of Chucky 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


@ SOMERVILLE, Loews Theatres 
(617-628-7000), 35 Middlesex Ave., 
Assembly Sq. Mall 

Blade: Trinity: 11:30 a.m., 12:30, 
2:10, 3:40, 4:50, 6:50, 7:40, 9:40, 
10:30; and Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Ocean’s Twelve: 11 am., 12:15, 
1555," 3:15. 5:05, .6:20, “7:55; _S:2e, 
10:50 

Alexander: 1:40, 5:25, 9:10 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: noon, 3, 5:45, 8:10, 10:40 
Christmas with the Kranks: 1, 
3:30, 6:35, 8:55; and Fri.-Sat., 11:15 
The Incredibles: 1:15, 4:25, 7:30, 
10:20 

National Treasure: 
7:10, 10:10 

The Polar Express: 11:10 a.m., 
1:30, 3:50, 6:10, 8:35; and Fri.-Sat., 
11 

Ray: 11:20 a.m., 2:40, 6, 9:20 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 11:50 a.m., 2, 4:40, 7:20, 
9:50; and Fri.-Sat., 11:30 


12:45, 4:10, 


@ SOMERVILLE THEATRE (617- 


625-5700), 55 Davis Sq. 

After the Sunset: 3:05, 5:10, 7:10, 
9:20; and Sat.-Sun., 1 

Garden State: 2:55, 5:05, 10; and 
Sat.-Sun., 12:50; and Sat.-Thurs., 7:15 
The Grudge: Sat., 1:15; and Sat., 
Mon.-Thurs., 3:25, 5:40, 7:40, 9:50 
Team America: World Police: Fri., 
Mon.-Wed., 3:15, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45 
What the #$*! Do We Know!?: 
3:10, 5:30, 7:50, 10:10; and Sat.-Sun., 
12:45 

Veer-Zaara: Fri., 5,9 

Freedom Fries: Fri., 8 

Hulchul: Sat.-Sun., 9:30; and Sun., 3, 
6:15 


@ WALTHAM, Embassy Cinema (781- 
893-2500), 16 Pine St. 

Closer: Fri.-Sun., 1:25, 4:10, 6:55, 
9:35; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:45, 5:55, 
8:15 

Diarios de motocicleta/The Mo- 
torcycle Diaries: Fri.-Sun., 1:15, 4, 
6:40, 9:20; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:25, 
5:05, 7:55 





The Incredibles: Fri.-Sun., 1:05, 
3:50, 6:30, 9:10; and Mon.-Thurs., 
2:15, 4:55, 7:35 

National Treasure: Fri.-Sun., 1, 
3:45, 6:35, 9:25; and Mon.-Thurs., 
a1, 5, 7:45 

Sideways: Fri.-Sun., 1:10, 3:55, 6:45, 
8:30, 9:30; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:30, 
5:10, 8:05 

What the #$*! Do We Know!?: 
Fri.-Sun., 1:20, 3:40, 6; and Mon.- 


| Thurs., 2:35, 5:15, 8:10 


@ WEYMOUTH, Cameo Theater 1 & 2 
(781-335-2777), Columbia Sq., South 
Weymouth 

Alexander: 8:45 

The Polar Express: 4:30, 6:45; and 
Fri.-Sat., 9; and Sat.-Sun., 1:30 


| The SpongeBob SquarePants 


Movie: 5, 7; and Sat.-Sun., 1, 3 


@ WOBURN, Showcase (781-933- 
5330), Main St., Middlesex Canal 
Park 

Please call for times. 

Blade: Trinity 

Ocean’s Twelve 

Alexander 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son 

Christmas with the Kranks 
Closer 

Finding Neverland 


| The Incredibles 
| National Treasure 


The Polar Express 

Sideways 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 





film specials 


@ BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617- 
536-5400), Copley Sq., Boston. Free 
admission. 

— “Werner Herzog: Film Has To Be 
Physical”: Aguirre, der Zorn 


| Gottes/Aguirre, the Wrath of God 


| 


(1972), screens Mon., 6. 


@ HARVARD fiLM ARCHIVE (617- 
495-4700), Carpenter Center for the 
Visual Arts, 24 Quincy St., Cambridge. 
Tickets $7, $5 for seniors and students, 
free for ages 8 and under. 

— “Setting the Document: Artists 
Working in the Ethnographic 
Mode” is Fri.-Sun., 7, 9 

— “VES Faculty Screening”: “An 
Evening with Stephen Prina” is 
Fri., 11. 

— “Contemporary Hollywood Cine- 
ma”: Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Pearl 
(2000), directed by Gore Verbinski, 
screens Mon., 6:30. . 

— “Contemporary French Cinema”: 
Love Me (2000), directed by Laetitia 
Masson, screens Mon., 9:15. 


| — “Ingmar Bergman: Early Works”: A 
| Lesson in Love (1954), screens 


| Tues., 


9:15. The Summer with 
Monika (a/k/a Monika), (1953), 
screens Wed., 9:15. 

— “Film Architectures”: Der Himmel 
tiber Berlin/Wings of Desire 
(1987), directed by Wim Wenders, 
screens Tues., 7. 


@ MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617- 
369-3300), 465 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. Tickets $9, $8 for students and 
seniors unless otherwise noted. 

— “Cinema Tropical”: La ley de 
Herodes/Herod’s Law (2000), di- 
rected by Luis Estrada, screens Fri., 6; 
Sat., 3:30; Sun., 1:30. 


| — “Films from Iran”: 20 Fingers 


(2004), directed by Mania Akbari, 
screens Fri., 8:20; Sat., 1:30. Afghan 
Alphabet (2001), directed by Mohsen 
Makhmalbaf, and Return to Kanda- 
har (2003), directed by Paul Jay and 
Nelofer Pazira, screen Sat., 11 a.m. 
Here, a Shining Light (2003), di- 
rected by Seyyed Reza Mir-Karimi, 
screens Sun., 3:45. 

— “New England Film Artists Present”: 
Anya in and out of Focus (2004), 
directed by Marian Marzynski, screens 
Sun., 11 a.m.; Wed., 5:30. 

— “Asian Cinevisions”: The Hunter 
and the Hunted (2003), directed by 
Izuru Narushima, screens Wed., 8. 

— “Premiere Engagements”: Comme 


| si de rien n’était/As If Nothing 


Had Happened (2003), directed by 
Pierre-Olivier Mornas, screens Thurs., 
8:15. 


@ SOUTH BOSTON BRANCH LI- 
BRARY (617-268-0180), 646 East 
Broadway, South Boston. Free admis- 
sion 

= “Hollywood Holiday Film Series”: 
Christmas in Connecticut (1945), 
directed by Peter Godfrey, screens 


| Thurs., 6 


| ™ WEST END BRANCH LIBRARY 


(617-523-3957), 151 Cambridge St., 
Boston. Free admission 

— “Political Film Festival”: Talking to 
the Wall, directed by Steve Alves, 
screens Thurs., 6:30. 
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*x*x* AFGHAN ALPHABET 
(2001). This film from Mohsen 
Makhmalbaf probably won't re- 
peat the success of his anti-Taliban 
pseudo-documentary Kandahar 
because no one is interested in the 
fate of homeless Afghans any 
more. Makhmalbaf’s unconven- 
tional, poetic documentary roams 
about a refugee center on the 
Iranian border, one sheltering 

fraction of the millions of Afghans 
fleeing their homeland. The chil- 
dren there seek an education, but 
they encounter bureaucratic, cul- 
tural, and religious obstacles. To 
attend the Iranian schools, they 
must be citizens, so they huddle 
outside, chanting in response to 
the lessons they overhear. Or they 
can attend religious schools, 
whose educational value is doubt- 
ful, as Makhmalbaf points out by 
baffling pupils with such ques- 
tions as “What is God?” The UN- 
sponsored schools offer the most 
hope, but patriarchal religious 
tyranny interferes. The film ends 
with a teacher coaxing a 10-year- 
old girl to lift her burqa and so be 
able to see the lessons on the 
blackboard. It screens with Re- 
turn to Kandahar (2003), 

which Nelofer Pazira, the star of 
Makhmalbaf’s 2001 feature Kan- 
dahar, returns to her native 
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Afghanistan for the first time in 
13 years. Pazira directs with Paul 
Jay. Both in Farsi with English 
subtitles. (46m/63m) Saturday at 
the Museum of Fine Arts 

* AFTER THE SUNSET (2004). 
A few minutes into this romantic 


cat-and-mouse flick, a master thief 


(Pierce Brosnan) taunts his FBI- 
agent pursuer (Woody Harrelson) 
by asking him to return a copy of 


Alfred Hitchcock’s To Catch a Thief 


to the video store. Perhaps director 
Brett Ratner shouldn’t have begun 
this running gag, because it raises 
expectations that his film might be 
charming or inventive. Whereas 
Hitchcock learned his craft from 
Weimar Germany’s best, it seems 
that Ratner went to T&A film 
school; he structures the editing 
around “establishing shots” of 
Salma Hayek’s cleavage and back- 
side. And this too is a mere tease, 
since Hayek and Brosnan are un- 
able to crib the subtle sexual cal- 
culus of Grace Kelly and Cary 
Grant — Brosnan and Harrelson 
create more sparks in their one 
bed scene. Aside from a few witty 
one-liners, After the Sunset rein- 
carnates neither classical Holly- 
wood’s grace nor Hitchcock’s 
finesse. (100m) Copley Place, 
Somerville Theatre, Arlington Capi- 
tol, suburbs. 

*x*k*x*xAGUIRRE, DER ZORN 
GOTTES/AGUIRRE, THE 
WRATH OF GOD (1972). A 
wild-eyed take on Heart of Dark- 
ness (and a definite influence on 
Apocalypse Now), Werner Herzog’s 
visually spectacular film about a 
demented conquistador (the re- 
markable Klaus Kinski) who leads 
an expedition down the Amazon 
River in search of the golden city 





>Capsule reviews 


of El Dorado teems with dense im- 
agery, feverish greenery, jungle 
savagery, and bizarre wildlife. The 
intense dream carries through to 
the final note of operatic mad- 
ness, Aguirre ruling over a land of 
squealing monkeys. In German 
with English subtitles. (95m) 
Monday at the Boston Public Li 
brary. 

* x ALEXANDER (2004). How 
did Alexander the Great manage 
to conquer most of the known 
world before he was 30? Personal- 
ity, Oliver Stone suggests. His 
Alexander charms snakes, horses, 
women, and, ultimately, armies. 
As played by a blond-wigged Colin 
Farrell, he radiates so much charis- 
ma that almost everyone else in 
the cast seems to be emulating his 
Irish accent. Alexander was also 
groomed for success (and, if he 
were a contemporary man, years 
of psychotherapy) by his parents: 
the brutish, drunken, one-eyed 
warrior king Philip (a scene-steal- 
ing Val Kilmer) and the scheming, 
witchy, smothering Olympias (An- 
gelina Jolie, the only thespian in 
the film who attempts a Greek ac- 
cent). His wife, Roxane (Rosario 
Dawson), is a virtual clone of 
Jolie’s Olympias; nonetheless, he 
remains closer to no one than to 
boyhood wrestling partner Hep- 
haistion (Jared Leto, in his Jordan 
Catalano mode). That’s clear even 
though Stone shoots an explicit 
sex scene with Alexander and Rox- 
ane while limiting Alexander and 
Hephaistion to hugs and longing 
glances. Such restraint mars 
Alexander, which is an uncharac- 
teristically timid and tentative 
piece of filmmaking for Stone. For 
once, he doesn’t dazzle with tech- 
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nique but keeps his usual acid-trip 
editing and camera work to a min 
imum. Although there are a num 
ber of bravura set pieces, particu- 
larly the two big battle scenes, 
they seem disconnected because of 
the film’s lack of structure. The 
story’s oddly placed flashbacks 
and abrupt jumps back and forth 
over years’ worth of events give 
the impression that Stone is un 
sure of where he wants the tale to 
go or what point he wants to 
make. Whoever thought viewers 
would long for the old days when 
Stone would hit them over the 
head? (176m) Boston Common, 
Fenway, Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, 
suburbs. 

* ALFIE (2004). What's it all 
about, Alfie? It’s about a hundred 
minutes of the most hackneyed 
voiceover narration in film history, 
non-stop and infuriating, mostly 


FLICKS 


IN A FLASH 


COMPILED 


BY Christmas with 
DEIRDRE the Kranks 


FULTON 


Variety’s Top 10 
for the weekend ending 
12/10/04 


1 National Treasure 


The Polar Express 


LEGEND The Incredibles 


Mas 


rave review, 
a gem; 


mixed 
response, 
crap shoot; 


BridgetJ 
The Edge of Reason 


Ray 


“ONE OF THE 5 BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR.” 


Finding Neverland 


a cockney wink 
to the 
(Jude 
Law); I can’t remember Michael 


addressed, with 
and an elbow in the ribs, 
camera. Shut up, Alfie 


Caine in the original being so 
longwinded and full of shit. Be 
that as it may, director Charles 
Shyer has taken the 1966 tale of 
the sad little London hedonist and 
set him adrift as a skirt-chasing 
chauffeur in modern-day Manhat 
tan. Alfie’s banal Hefner-esque 
philosophy has not aged as well 
as, say, Susan Sarandon; she plays 
a sly, aging, wealthy sexpot who 
you suspect, will be more than a 
match for this would-be lothario 
Among those taken in by Alfie’s 
charms are Marisa Tomei as his 
single-mom “steady” girl (watch 
out for the drift into About a Boy 
here, though Law’s wordless scene 
with her near the end is a re 
minder of his talent), Omar Epps 
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as his best friend, and Nia Long as 
his best friend’s best girl (you can 
guess the rest). Shyer clumsily 
tries to jazz up this trite pica 
resque with such flashy ’60s touch 
es as split-screens and a score by 
Mick Jagger and Dave Stewart 
the latter is actually quite 
But we still prefer Austin Powers 
103m) Copley Place, suburbs 

ANYA IN AND OUT OF FOCUS 
(2004). See “Film Culture,” on 


good 


page 6. (103m) Sunday and 
Wednesday at the Museum of Fine 
Arts 


**x*xBAD SANTA (2003). What 
Harvey Keitel did for cops in Bad 
Lieutenant Billy Bob Thornton 
does for Kris Kringle in Bad Santa 
Thornton's Willie is a department 
store Santa who smokes, drinks, 

Continued on page 10 
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BEST PICTURE 


“ENORMOUSLY “SEE IT" 
ENJOYABLE” RICHARD ROEPER, EBERT & ROEPER 


DAVID DENBY, THE NEW YORKER « 9 
PHENOMENAL 


REX REED, THE NEW YORK OBSERVER 


“FASCINATING” 


OWEN GLEIBERMAN, 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


“DYNAMIC” 


DAVID SHEEHAN. 
HOLLYWOOD CLOSE-UPS 


“KNOCKOUT” 


PETER TRAVERS, ROLLING STONE 


“DARING” 


| KENNETH TURAN, LOS ANGELES TIMES 


‘ENGROSSING’ WIN N E R ‘AGREAT FILM” 


DANO SER MENSWEK —- SGQNE OF THE BEST terewmnesan deen 
PICTURES OF THE YEAR 


“PROVOCATIVE” °°" Syicni bowd cr kevcw “ADVENTUROUS” 


RICHARD ROEPER, EBERT & ROEPER BEST PIC TURE REX REED, THE NEW YORK OBSERVER 


NOMINEE 
IFP SPIRIT AWARDS “ | 8 
“STUPENDOUS” i srnctsiuaietssv sone “RIVETING 
ELLA TAYLOR, L.A. WEEKLY Bill Condon - BEST SCREENPLAY - Nominee 
Ehe New York Zimes 
“MR. CONDON’S GREAT ACHIEVEMENT 
IS TO TURN geek COMPLICATED AND 


ON TROVERSIAL CAREER INTO A GRAND 
INT ELLECTUAL DRAMA. I CAN’T THINK OF 


ANOTHER MOVIE THAT HAS DEALT WITH SEX 
SO KNOWLEDGEABLY AND, AT THE SAME TIME, 
MADE THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE 


SEEM SO SEXY.” 
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swears, occasionally pisses him- 
self, and chases after women with 
big bottoms. But Willie is not only 
a pig, he’s also a crook. He and 
Marcus (Tony Cox), a three-foot- 
tall African-American dwarf, play 
a Santa & Elf team who take on a 
different shopping mall every holi- 
day season. After enduring the 
line of snotty-nosed kids asking 
for Barbies and bikes, they slip in 
after hours and Willie cracks the 
safe. Then the kid shows up, as he 
always does in this kind of movie. 
But eight-year-old Thurman Mer- 
man (Brett Kelly) isn’t your typical 
moppet — he’s more of a Charles 
Addams character via Federico 
Fellini, a taunted rich kid living in 
a big house alone with his ga-ga 
granny. He’s utter innocence 
wrapped in a Stay Puft Marshmal- 
low Man body who takes all of 
Willie’s abuse, even lets him rob 
the house, and still believes. Re- 
demption is inevitable, but it’s tol- 
erable because the amoral Willie 
resists it so endearingly. Director 
Terry Zwigoff takes the alienation 
he explored morosely in Ghost 
World and turns it into uproarious 
id, and his zest overcomes the cyn- 
ical touch of the Coen Brothers, 
who produced and had a hand in 
the screenplay. So Disney should 
lighten up on Miramax and learn 
that sometimes a film can be 
naughty and nice. (93m) Weekend 
midnights at the Coolidge Corner. 

**xBEING JULIA (2004). W. 
Somerset Maugham’s pleasant, un- 
pretentiously minor novel of the 
1930s British stage, Theatre, has 
been transformed into an over- 
wrought, extravagantly produced 
costume drama, with Annette Ben- 
ing miscast in the title role. Hun- 
garian filmmaker Istvan Szabé and 
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stabbing vanity of actors (a la the 
Carole Lombard-starring Twenti- 
eth Century and To Be or Not To Be) 
or a touching, tender melodrama 
(a Bette Davis vehicle, perhaps) 
about a splendid actress losing 
herself as she fades into her 40s. 
The tone keeps shifting, and Ben- 
ing can’t keep up, especially where 
she’s required to be brittle and 
funny. The story has London lead- 
ing lady Julia Lambert, who’s been 
married forever to the handsome 
but passionless Michael (Jeremy 
Irons), falling hard, against her 
better judgment, for a young 
American who has little interest in 
serious romance. The distraught 
Julia plots revenge against this 
womanizer, and that sets up a 
hideous last act in which her devi- 
ous, neurotic one-upmanship is 
cheered on by the manipulative 
filmmakers like Republican dele- 
gates stomping for George W. 
(105m) West Newton, Arlington 
Capitol. 

BLADE: TRINITY (2004). Brett 
Michel’s review is on page 7. 
(105m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 
*x*x1/2 THE BOURNE SU- 
PREMACY (2004). Whereas The 
Bourne Identity drew more from 
the politically and existentially 
charged secret-agent tradition of 
The Third Man than from the fan- 
tasy fulfillments of James Bond, 
The Bourne Supremacy’s prime di- 
rective is to escape. First from the 
bloated Robert Ludlum novel, to 
which it fortunately bears no re- 
semblance. Then from any dis- 
tracting topical relevance or en- 
tangling human relationships. 
Which is a surprise and a disap- 
pointment given that director 
Peter Greengrass’s previous film, 
Bloody Sunday, outraged Tories 
with its depiction of British brutal- 
ity in Northern Ireland, and that 
star Matt Damon is a pal of 
Howard Zinn. One moment, Jason 
Bourne (Damon) is pondering his 
fate in idyllic Goa, a man torment- 
ed by nightmares and comforted 
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the terminator. Bourne goes into 
the familiar routine of ransacking 
the man’s lodgings for caches of 
handguns, cash, and fake pass- 
ports, and the chase, basically a 
matter of physics at this point, be- 
gins. The film does passes on the 
glib vigilante scenario and aspire, 
fitfully, to something more ambi- 
tious and ambiguous, something 
involving conscience, responsibili- 
ty, and humility. Had it remained 
true to that impulse, it might have 
achieved more than mere es- 
capism. (108m) Arlington Capitol, 
suburbs. 
*x*xBRIDGET JONES: THE 
EDGE OF REASON (2004). The 
gang’s all back for this Beeban 
Kidron-directed sequel, in which 
we find out whether the path of 
true Bridget love can run smooth. 
Renée Zellweger packed on the 
pounds again, and though she 
finally looks healthy, shots of her 
ass from the most unflattering per- 
spectives abound, and she’s 
squeezed into clothes that would 
have fit her stick version. Yet in 
spite of obsessing over her 
physique, Bridget once again has 
Mark (Colin Firth) and the dash- 
ing but immature Daniel (played 
with relish by Hugh Grant) fight- 
ing over her, with Daniel happily 
exploiting the problems that Brid- 
get and Mark soon run into. Brid- 
get makes a fool of herself in all 
manner of social situations, and 
her insecurities eventually sabo- 
tage her relationship. She’s an ex- 
treme version of all our fears 
about ourselves, and that’s sup- 
posed to be reassuring — if she 
can find love, who can’t? But the 
character is still a cartoon, so real 
life never enters the picture. 
(108m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Harvard Square, Circle, suburbs. 
**x*xBRIGHT LEAVES (2003). 
Cambridge filmmaker Ross McE]- 
wee (Sherman’s March) returns 
once more to his Southern roots, 
inspired by a bit of family lore sug- 
gesting that Bright Leaf, a 1950 
melodrama starring Gary Cooper, 
may have been inspired by his own 
great-grandfather, John Harvey 
McElwee, a 19th-century North 
Carolina tobacco tycoon who lost 
his fortune and has become a for- 
gotten footnote in regional history. 
McElwee, who’s made a career out 
of shooting home movies, is ‘ec- 
static to discover what may be a 
home movie re-enacted by Holly- 
wood A-listers, but in probing the 
history of his home town, he finds 
the truth behind the movie to be 
elusive, even as he enjoys the col- 
orful and often humorous distrac- 
tions along the way. Like many of 
his films, Bright Leaves is a person- 
al essay about family, Southern- 
ness, and mortality. In noting the 
paradoxes of tobacco — acknowl- 
edging both the pleasure of smok- 
ing and its deadly effects, observ- 
ing that the economic health of 
the region depends on a product 
that damages the health of its cus- 
tomers — McElwee finds connec- 
tions to his own family legacy 
(after John Harvey, several gener- 
ations of McElwees became doc- 
tors) and to his own work as a 
filmmaker. He notes that smoking 
and filmmaking are both activities 
that seem to arrest the flow of 
time, however ineffectively. After 
the generous repast of Sherman’s 
March and the food for thought of 
Time Indefinite, Bright Leaves 
seems like an after-dinner ciga- 
rette, but if it’s a slighter film than 
McElwee’s others, it’s no less en- 
tertaining. (107m) Coolidge Cor- 
ner. 


C 
*CALLAS FOREVER (2004). 
Franco Zeffirelli’s film isn’t howl- 
ingly bad enough to be camp, but 
it isn’t good enough either to keep 
you from wondering whether you 
wouldn’t be better off washing the 
dog. As all the world knows, the 
diva was in a truly bad way to- 
ward the end — pills, drink, bore- 
dom, depression, social isolation, 
you name it. “I told you I don’t 
want to sing again!”, Callas 
(Fanny Ardant) fumes at impresa- 
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**x*x DODGEBALL: A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY (Fox). Much like 
the Farrelly brothers, writer/director Rawson Marshall Thurber (the man 
behind the Office Linebacker commercials) blends together dry wit and 
sophomoric high jinks to create a non-stop gagfest around a subject that 
has no right to be funny. The set-up is straightforward: Average Joe’s 
Gym is about to be gobbled up by the ritzy Globo Gym across the street. 
To save Joe’s, owner Peter La Fleur (Vince Vaughn) and his panoply of 
merry misfits enter a dodgeball tournament whose purse would enable 
them to hold onto their beloved establishment. As Globo owner White 
Goodman, Ben Stiller is a perpetual sight gag with his egomaniacal 
bulging eyes, poofed-up ’80s coif, and pump-up penis. He almost steals 
the show until Rip Torn as wheelchair-bound dodgeball legend Patches 
O’Houlihan descends on the set and starts tossing wrenches and politi- 
cally incorrect slurs. The origins of the game are attributed to opium-ad- 
dicted Chinamen tossing severed heads at one another, Las Vegas is em- 
blazoned as a town “built on broken dreams and five-dollar lobster,” and 
Lance Armstrong, William Shatner, and Chuck Norris all pop up in 
cameos. In short, this underdog nonsense is a real kick. (97m) 






















* * x UNE HIRONDELLE A FAIT LE PRINTEMPS/THE GIRL 
FROM PARIS (Koch Lorber). Sandrine (Mathilde Seigner), the title 
character in Christian Carion’s film, gives up her computer job and her 
boyfriend to take over a goat farm in the mountains. The owner, Adrien 
(Michel Serrault), is part of the deal, and he’s an old goat himself, a cur- 
mudgeon sure that Sandrine won't prove tough enough to survive the 
winter. We anticipate an American remake with, say, Sandra Bullock and 
Richard Dreyfuss. Carion, meanwhile, roots the odd-couple formula in the 
palpable details of the setting and renders the predictable emotional pay- 
offs with subtlety and poignancy. In French with English subtitles. (103m) 















* **x INFERNAL AFFAIRS (Miramax). Eschewing the hyper-stylized 
violence popularized by John Woo, this taut cat-and-mouse thriller from 
Andrew Lau and Alan Mak twists the labyrinthine tale of Ming (Andy 
Lau) and Yan (Hero’s Tony Leung), two moles on opposing sides of the 
law whose fates are intertwined. Building to a darkly ironic conclusion 
antithetical to anything Hollywood would produce (though we're hoping 
the planned Boston-set remake helmed by Martin Scorsese and starring 
Matt Damon and Leonardo DiCaprio will prove us wrong), Infernal Af- 
fairs vividly illustrates the Buddhist concept of “continuous hell.” (100m) 












* * x MARIA, LLENA ERES DE GRACIA/MARIA FULL OF 
GRACE (Warner). After quitting her job as a laborer and discovering 
she’s pregnant, the title character in Joshua Marston’s first feature is 
faced with a future of little money and fewer options, and when she be- 
comes a drug mule, it seems almost accidental yet perfectly natural. 
She swallows dozens of heroin-filled capsules and boards a plane from 
Colombia to New York. Once in America, everything goes wrong, but 
Maria, who possesses a feisty nature and intelligence, begins to carve 
out a place for herself. In the sequence in which she and three other 
mules — all young women from small rural towns — swallow the 
drugs, board a plane, and negotiate customs — Marston’s attention to 
detail creates a dread-filled atmosphere that’s both realistic and night- 
marish, but it’s Colombian actress Catalina Sandino Moreno who makes 
this harsh story uplifting instead of simply pathetic. (101m) 


















** 1/2 THE BOURNE SUPREMACY (Universal). Whereas The 
Bourne Identity drew more from the politically and existentially charged se- 
cret-agent tradition of The Third Man than from the fantasy fulfillments of 
James Bond, The Bourne Supremacy’s prime directive is to escape. First 
from the bloated Robert Ludlum novel, to which it fortunately bears no re- 
semblance. Then from any distracting topical rel@vance or entangling 
human relationships. Which is a surprise and a disappointment given that 
director Peter Greengrass’s previous film, Bloody Sunday, outraged Tories 
with its depiction of British brutality in Northern Ireland, and that star Matt 
Damon is a pal of Howard Zinn. One moment, Jason Bourne (Damon) is 
pondering his fate in idyllic Goa, a man tormented by nightmares and com- 
forted by a good woman (Franka Potente, returning as Marie). The next, 
he’s in the first of many car chases, the prey of a sniper whose shot misses 
its target but triggers the terminator. Bourne goes into the familiar routine 
of ransacking the man’s lodgings for caches of handguns, cash, and fake 
passports, and the chase, basically a matter of physics at this point, begins. 
The film does passes on the glib vigilante scenario and aspire, fitfully, to 
something more ambitious and ambiguous, something involving con- 
science, responsibility, and humility. Had it remained true to that impulse, it 
might have achieved more than mere escapism. (108m) 

























** WARRIORS OF HEAVEN AND EARTH (Columbia TriStar). 
Set in the lawless Gobi Desert during the infancy of the eighth-century 
Tang Dynasty, He Ping’s Chinese Western of sorts throws together two ad- 
versarial soldiers and a rag-tag crew of misfits (with names like Old 
Diehard, Little Salamander, and One Eye) as they try to protect a camel 
caravan and its much-sought-after cargo from a legion of bandits and the 
marauding Turk army. Much of what unfurls is reminiscent of The Seven 
Samurai and Sergio Leone’s “Man with No Name” trilogy, though He (Red 
Firecracker, Green Firecracker) squanders the rich set-up by slathering on 
cheesy CGI effects and hacking together the fight sequences in such a way 
that it’s impossible to tell who’s impaling who. That said, the sets of the 
frontier outposts, reclusive Shangri-Las, and ramshackle garrisons impress, 
and the performances by Jiang Wen and Kichi Nakai as the men of honor 
pitted against each other are heartfelt and give the film some dignity. 
Wang Xuegi is pat but necessary as the nefarious bandit warlord; Vicki 
Zhao as a general's daughter delivers the kind of sexy feistiness that Gong 
Li and Zhang Ziyi have made a signatory part of Chinese cinema. In Man- 
darin with English subtitles. (114m) 
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rio Larry Kelly (Jeremy Irons), 
who is one of Zeffirelli’s two alter 
egos in this flimsy 111-minute 
soaper. The other is Estéban 
Gomez (Manuel de Blas), whose 
aim is to direct the singer in a lip- 
synching film version of Carmen 
using (I presume) the old Georges 
Prétre recording. This of course 
never happened. Goodness, what 
have we lost? Anyway, the diva 
starts fuming again. “I denounce 
Maria Callas!” she says. By this 
point, you can imagine a theater 
audience rising to its feet in as- 
sent. Ardant, while fuming, swings 
her hips a lot, never getting the 
elusive Callas accent quite right. A 
distracted-looking Irons keeps 
blinking his eyes, as if impersonat- 
ing Richard Nixon. Here pooch! 
(111m) Arlington Capitol 
CHRISTMAS IN CONNECTI- 
CUT (1945). This is the 
pre-Jayson Blair film where food 
columnist Elizabeth Lane (Barbara 
Stanwyck) is passing herself off as 
a happy homemaker with a hus- 
band, a child, and a farm in the 
title state, even though she lives 
by herself in New York City and 
can barely cook. Then her boss, 
Alexander Yardley (Sydney Green- 
street), decides to invite himself 
and shipwrecked sailor Jefferson 
Jones (Dennis Morgan) out there 
for a holiday weekend and Liz has 
to improvise. Una O'Connor, S.Z. 
Sakall, and Reginald Gardiner 
help out; Peter Godfrey directed; 
Howard Hawks probably got some 
inspiration for Man’s Favorite 
Sport? (b&w/101m) Thursday at 
the South Boston Branch Library. 
@CHRISTMAS WITH THE 
KRANKS (2004). Arriving like a 
lump of coal, director Joe Roth’s 
Christmas with the Kranks shares a 
central conceit with the recent Ben 
Affleck vehicle Surviving Christ- 
mas. That is, it’s monumentally 
awful. Based on John Grisham’s 
2001 bestseller Skipping 
Christmas, which involves a mar- 
ried couple’s vain attempt to boy- 
cott the holidays, the title was 
changed (to avoid just comparison 
with Affleck’s film) to the more ho- 
mogenized one it now bears. This, 
courtesy of equally homogeneous 
screenwriter Chris Columbus, 
who’s unable to resist grafting ele- 
ments from his Home Alone films 
(bumbling burglars, treacle) onto 
the Grisham blueprint. If this were 
a sit-com (which it resembles, 
thanks to the broad, directionless 
performances of leads Tim Allen 
and Jamie Lee Curtis), it would 
face quick cancellation. Skip this 
Christmas. (94m) Boston Common, 
Fenway, Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, 
suburbs. 

*CLOSER (2004). People may 
have deemed Jude Law the sexiest 
man of the year, but he’s no match 
for Clive Owen in Mike Nichols’s 
glib and phony Closer, a Carnal 
Knowledge for an age that no 
longer knows what either of those 
words means. Law’s Dan is the 
“writer” (he pens obits and is a 
struggling novelist no less) in a 
quartet of  intercoupling, 
metaphorically schematic stereo- 
types who talk a lot about sex and 
truth but show little comprehen- 
sion of or interest in either. Owen’s 
Larry is the “doctor” (a dermatolo- 
gist! as in “skin deep?”); rounding 
out the team are Julia Roberts as 
Anna, the “photographer” who, in 
the words of Alice, “the stripper” 
played by Natalie Portman (pranc- 
ing in Victoria’s Secret skivvies 
and the pink wig from Ken Rus- 
sell’s Crimes of Passion), makes 
pictures of sad strangers look 
beautiful so we can feel reassured 
about life. Nichols and screen- 
writer Patrick Marber (adapting 
his own play) try to make beauti- 
ful faces look like sad strangers to 
reassure us about our sophistica- 
tion, but only Owen brings truth 
to dialogue like “I’m a cave man!”, 
“Have you seen a heart? It looks 
like a fist covered in blood!”, and 
“Thank you for your honesty. Now 
fuck off and die.” Nichols tarts up 
the staginess with a breezily 
achronological narrative and mo- 
tifs involving aquariums and 








smoking, but Closer is too closed 
for discomfort. (103m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, Harvard Square, 
Embassy, suburbs. 

COMME SI DE RIEN N’ETAIT/ 
AS IF NOTHING HAD HAP- 
PENED (2003). Pierre-Olivier 
Mornas stars in his own romantic 
film as a theater director who falls 
for a museum guide (Alice Carel) 
who suffers from a hereditary ill- 
ness and doesn’t realize he knows 
about it. In French with English 
subtitles. (97m) Thursday at the 
Museum of Fine Arts 


D 

*DIARIOS DE MOTOCICLE- 
TA/THE MOTORCYCLE DI- 
ARIES (2004). Those who re- 
member Ernesto “Che” Guevara — 
who was killed in 1967 by rightists 
aided by the CIA — as a fierce, un- 
compromised, Marxist revolution- 
ary will be mortified by this lol- 
lipop-land bio-pic from Brazilian 
director Walter Salles (Central do 
Brasil). Fidel Castro’s compatriot 
is depicted as a shy Argentine med 
student who on a post-college 
1952 road trip with a biochemist 
buddy “learns” that it’s a rotten 
world out there and that poor peo- 
ple are neglected. It’s the social 
conscience of a Peace Corps volun- 
teer, not of the far-left militant 
who in Cuba would bring down 
Fulgencio Batista’s government 
The middle-class audience Salles 
wants to attract would be scared 
off by any truly radical (and more 
true-to-life) portrayal, so the di- 
rector gives us a depoliticized, pic- 
turesque movie with “Che” played 
sweetly by Mexico’s art-house pin- 
up, Gael Garcia Bernal (Y tu mama 
también), and the South America 
traversed by Guevara and Alberto 
Grenado (Rodrigo de la Serna) as 
a topographic diversion. Such 
beauty! And the People? They re- 
main the primitive Other, Indians 
without voice waiting for libera- 
tion from our white-guy movie he- 
roes. Do you believe young “Che” 
swimming a river to be with his 
leper-colony friends? Then you’ve 
been smitten by this bogus-to-the- 
core movie. In Spanish with Eng- 
lish subtitles. (128m) Copley Place, 
Kendall Square, Embassy. 


E 

***xELF (2003). This film from 
John Favreau (Swingers) treats its 
young audience members with re- 
spect and makes its older ones feel 
like children. Will Ferrell’s charac- 
ter, Buddy, arrived in the North 
Pole as a baby after he crawled 
one Christmas Eve into Santa’s 
bag at the orphanage his mother 
sent him to before she died. Buddy 
is raised by Papa Elf (Bob 
Newhart) in Santa’s syrupy-sweet 
workshop; since he doesn’t have 
the elfin magic to cut it as a toy 
maker, however, he decides, at age 
30, to head to New York to find his 
dad (James Caan). But Buddy is, 
like Ferrell’s best characters, an in- 
nocent overgrown child, whereas, 
his dad, a Scrooge-ish children’s- 
book exec, is on the Naughty List! 
Like all great holiday movies, Elf is 
a blend of humor and sweetness: 
when Buddy takes love interest 
Jovie (Zooey Deschanel) on a date 
to a crummy diner because he be- 
lieves the place’s “world’s best cof- 
fee” sign, you laugh and — don’t 
try to deny it — get the warm-and- 
fuzzies. (97m) Arlington Capitol. 


F 
**1/2 FINDING NEVERLAND 
(2004). J.M. Barrie, author most 
notably of Peter Pan, decided to 
take his brother’s place when 
David Barrie died in a skating acci- 
dent at age 13. To please his moth- 
er, he wore David’s clothes and 
spoke like him, and he never de- 
veloped into adolescence. Marc 
Foster’s film refers to none of this; 
neither does it suggest that Bar- 
rie’s preoccupation with children 
and his dogged “innocence” were 
anything less than wholesome. 
Some viewers are going to wonder 
why strapping Johnny Depp as 
Barrie is abandoned without ex- 
planation by his wife, and why he 





then hangs around the park, hits 
on the underage Llewelyn Davies 
kids, worms his way into the 
graces of their mom (Kate 
Winslet), and develops their cloy- 
ingly rendered pirate fantasies 
into the 1911 hit that saves his 
theatrical career. Winslet does not 
bare her breast (a first) leaving the 
eternally young Julie Christie to 
heat up the screen as her disap- 
proving mother. The play is still 
magical: when Peter begs the au- 
dience to clap if they believe, 
many in the movie audience will. 
(101m) Boston Common, Harvard 
Square, Circle, suburbs. 

*x*x*xFRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS 
(2004). Billy Bob Thornton, he of 
the weird phobias and weirder re- 
lationships, delivers an understat- 
ed performance as the coach of a 
high-school football team in the 
kind of rural Texas town where the 
coach has a bigger salary than the 
school principal and talk shows 
devote entire hours to the state of 
the season. Everyone loves the 
team when it’s winning; when it 
loses, everyone complains that the 
school is too concerned with “book 
learning.” The town’s happiness 
rests on the team’s shoulders, and 
sure enough, it gets to the state 


championship for the climactic 
showdown against a bigger, bad 
der outfit. Thornton anchors a 


large cast of young actors includ 
ing Derek Luke as the star running 
back and Lucas Black as the quar- 
terback. Friday Night Lights is 
based on a true story, and director 
Peter Berg (Very Bad Things) uses 
handheld cameras and jerky jump 
cuts to give the film a documen- 
tary feel. You don’t learn as much 
about the boys as you might like, 
but the football sequences have an 
immediacy that works. (105m) Ar- 
lington Capitol, suburbs 


G 

**xGARDEN STATE (2004). 
First-time feature director Zach 
Braff’s sardonic melodrama fol- 
lows the odyssey of a young man 
returning home to small-town 
New Jersey to bury his mother 
after a nine-year absence. At first, 
Andrew Largeman (played by 
Braff, who resembles a young John 
Travolta) seems a zombie, un- 
moved at the funeral and distant 
from his father (an underused Ian 
Holm). It turns out he’s been on a 
steady diet of Lithium since the 
age of nine. In LA, his acting ca- 
reer has produced one notable 
role, that of a mentally disabled 
quarterback in a made-for-TV 
movie; it’s enough to win the re- 
spect of his former classmates 
back home and the attentions of a 
troubled waif (a bright-eyed Na- 
talie Portman) with whom he cre- 
ates a romantic spark. But it’s An- 
drew’s reunion with Mark (Peter 
Sarsgaard, who was so good in 
Breaking Glass), his childhood 
buddy, that provides the key to his 
redemption. Now a gravedigger, 
Mark escorts his old friend into 
the seamy depths of the New Jer- 
sey night. Braff (TV’s Scrubs) 
demonstrates a weird visual flair, 
but his smug script collapses into 
contrivance before Andrew touch- 
es bottom. (109m) Somerville The- 
atre, suburbs. 

**xGHOSTS OF THE ABYSS 
(2003). Near, far, or wherever he 
may be, James Cameron is always 
close to Titanic. Cameron looks to 
his Oscar-winning epic for his first 
big-screen release since 1997, a 3- 
D IMAX documentary that explores 
never-before-seen wreckage of Ti- 
tanic (the ship, not Kate Winslet’s 
career), narrated by the film’s 
mock-documentarian, Bill Paxton. 
Cameron, Paxton, and a group of 
scientists and historians went 
aboard a Russian research ship and 
took two submarines two miles 
under the ocean’s surface to the 
explore the hulk. Two high-defini- 
tion underwater remote-operated 
video cameras were specially creat- 
ed for the film and maneuvered 
within the ship’s wreckage to re- 
veal hidden treasures of the luxury 
liner, such as the undamaged 
stained-glass windows in the din- 








ing room and a glass and carafe in- 
tact upon a shelf in a cabin. Such 
details are haunting, unlike the 
phony “ghost” passengers and crew 
superimposed over the underwater 
images or Paxton’s blithering and 
self-important voiceover narration. 
As for the 3-D element, it’s mostly 
a gimmick and distraction and is 
only briefly used. The underwater 
exploratory technology is the real 
deal here but is only cursorily ex- 
plained; it deserves a documentary 
of its own without Cameron’s bells 
and whistles. (59m) New England 
Aquarium 

*x*1/2 GLOOMY SUNDAY: 
EIN LIED VON LIEBE UND 
TOD (1999). Rolf Schiibel’s film 
is inspired by a 1930s American 
song that allegedly drove people 


to suicide. A few years back, Las- 
zl6 (Joachim Kr6l), the Jewish 
owner of the Restaurant Szabo, 


saved the life of Hans (Ben Beck- 
er) after Hans had thrown himself 
into the Danube. Hans was heart- 
broken because Ilona (Erika 
Marozsan), the beautiful woman 
Laszlé now shares with his pianist, 
Andras, had rejected him. Hans 
(Ben Becker) has returned to Bu 
dapest resplendent in his SS uni- 


form, but he proves less than 
grateful as the lovers’ fragile mé 
nage contends with the Third 
Reich. In their favor, perhaps, is 
the title tune, which in this fanci 


ful version of the actual story is 
composed by Andras. He was the 
Marilyn Manson of his day, for the 
song became a worldwide hit, in- 
spiring, so the legend goes, count- 
less suicides around the world. 
(Billie Holiday’s version is like a 
beckoning revolver at 4 a.m.) 
Schtibel’s film doesn’t quite live up 
to the song, though its moments of 
near-farcical melodrama (the 
opening scene, for one) are tem 
pered by a tone of sardonic irony 
and wistful weltschmerz. In Ger- 
man with English subtitles. 
(114m) West Newton 

**1/2 THE GRUDGE (2004). 
Although murky, hoky, and at 
times ridiculous, Takashi 
Shimizu’s Ju-on showed the poten- 
tial to be an intelligent genre film. 
Shimizu’s Hollywood remake 
fulfills that potential to a degree, 
tightening up the reverse/side- 
ways chronological narrative and 
adding a cast — including re- 
doubtable vampire slayer Sarah 
Michelle Gellar — that can offer 
more than wistful resignation in 
the face of unspeakable evil. Un- 
fortunately, The Grudge still suffers 
from the fatal (for a horror film) 
flaw of not being scary. The 
grudge is actually a curse, a lethal 
evil infecting places where people 
died in great anger or sorrow. (No 
surprise that there are post-WW2 
places like this in Japan.) Karen 
(Gellar), an exchange student in 
Tokyo getting extra credit as a so- 
cial worker, wanders into one such 
when she enters a charming house 
to tend to an elderly American 
woman. Shimizu unreels the 
creepy child, the black cat, the 
croaking phone calls, and other 
bogus scare tactics from the origi- 
nal, but more intriguing is the cul- 
tural conflict and dissociation sug- 
gested by the American cast mem- 
bers. Call it Lost in Translation by 
way of Nightmare on Elm Street or 
The Shining. That element, plus a 
small part by Bill Pullman reminis- 
cent of his role in David Lynch’s 
Lost Highway, earns this film some 
grudging _—respect. (88m) 
Somerville Theatre (Saturday and 
Monday through Thursday), sub- 
urbs. 


H 
**1/2 HERE, A SHINING 
LIGHT (2003). A mentally dis- 
abled man must watch over the 
ramshackle shrine to Sultan Aziz 
while his uncle, the caretaker, is 
away for medical treatment. Like 
Dostoyevsky’s idiot, the nephew 
with his lack of common sense, 
seems in touch with a higher 
power, or the lack of it. Dismayed 
by the lost faith of his neighbors, 
harried by the ghost of a dead 
miner (perhaps from Tiny 





Snowflakes) and nocturnal visions 
of the sultan himself, the tempo- 
rary caretaker ends up giving the 
roof over his head to his uncom 
prehending flock. Reminiscent of 
Bunuel’s Viridiana with a final 
scene evocative of El dngel exter 
minador, Seyyed Reza Mir-Karimi’s 
film is an uneven but haunting 
fable. In Farsi with English subti 
tles. (100m) Sunday at the Muse- 
um of Fine Arts. 
***1/2 DER HIMMEL UBER 
BERLIN/WINGS OF DESIRE 
(1988). The protagonists in Wim 
Wenders’s fantasy are a pair of an- 
gels, Damiel (Bruno Ganz) and 
Cassiel (Otto Sander), who drift 
around Berlin observing people, 
listening in on their private long- 
ings and wishing that they too 
could become mortal. With the 
help of former angel Peter Falk, 
Damiel realizes this dream (where 
in the film goes from black and 
white to color). His romance with 
a beautiful trapeze artist (Solveig 
Dommartin) isn’t exactly realistic 
- her monologue at the bar of a 
rock-and-roll club (music from 
Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds, 
Crime and the City Solution) 
sounds like bad Jean-Luc Godard 
But the Berlin ambiance — Damiel 
atop the Gedachtniskirche, Cassie] 


huddled next to the Siegessaule’s 
“Gold a in old man per 
plexed by > destruction of Pots 
damer Platz — emerges haunting- 


ly from Wenders’s metaphorical 
mist, and Falk gives the movie the 
kick it needs. In German, French, 
and English with English subtitles. 


(130m) Tuesday at the Harvard 
Film Archive 
THE HUNTER AND THE 


HUNTED (2003). This first film 
from Izuru Narushima pits a small- 
town police detective against an 
experienced cat burglar who’s not 
above a little taunting; the detec- 
tive is also a single father who 
wants to devote himself to his 
daughter despite being attracted 
to her teacher. In Japanese with 
English subtitles. (110m) Wednes- 


day and Thursday at the Museum of 


Fine Arts. 
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**x*xI ¥Y HUCKABEES (2004). 
David O. Russell’s film has the co- 
incidence-haunted Albert 
Markovski (Jason Schwartzman) 
discovering in a borrowed jacket 
the business card of “existential 
detectives” Bernard (Dustin Hoff- 
man) and Vivian (Lily Tomlin) 
Jaffe, a kind of Nick and Nora 
Charles for the new age, and sign- 
ing on with the duo: Vivian will 
follow his every move and find 
the missing links in his external 
life, whereupon Bernard will dis- 
solve those external links alto- 
gether, reconnecting Albert with 
the “blanket,” the oneness under- 
lying all phenomena, including 
that of Albert’s illusory ego. He’s 
not their only client, of course: ni- 
hilist fireman Tommy (Mark 
Wahlberg demonstrating what a 
skilled comic actor he is) has 
latched onto the dark side of the 
Jaffes’ Buddha Lite philosophy as 
pitched by Jaffe apostate Caterine 
Vauban (a gelid Isabelle Huppert). 
And in addition to Tommy and Al- 
bert, who might represent the id 
and the superego, there’s Brad 
Stand (Jude Law, doing a scintil- 
lating impression of an actor in a 
Howard Hawks screwball come- 
dy), Albert’s nemesis, the rising, 
ruthless star of the all-consuming 
Huckabees corporation, and the 
glib, shining embodiment of ego. 
Between that wasteland and the 
equally vapid void of second-hand 
satori pitched by the Jaffes and 
Caterine, Russell stakes out a turf 
of non-sequiturs, rapid-fire 
ephemera, and childlike delight in 
the sheer insanity of being. He 
doesn’t make a case for saving the 
world or, for that matter, giving it 
up altogether. Still, in typographi- 
cal terms at least, he challenges 
audiences to grasp the meaning, 
and appreciate the comedy, of that 
elusive concept ¥. (107m) Copley 
Place, Harvard Square, West New- 
ton, suburbs. 














* * x THE INCREDIBLES 
(2004). Pixar, the animation stu- 
dio behind Toy Story and Finding 
Nemo, adds to its laurels and then 
some with this tale of a family of 
costumed crimefighters. Writer/di 
rector Brad Bird’s witty take on the 
domestic lives of superheroes is 
set in a cheery, postmodern society 
where frivolous litigation (collat- 
eral damage and personal injury) 
against superheroes had become 
so rampant that the heroes 
much like the mutants in X-Men 
were legally required to suppress 
their superpowers and fit in with 
everybody else. As the film opens, 
it’s 15 years later: Mr. Incredible 
(Craig T. Nelson), now plain old 
Bob Parr, has traded his six-pack 
for a beer gut and is pushing a 
pencil at an insurance company, 
and his wife, Elastigirl (Holly 
Hunter), now Helen Parr, has be 
come a stay-at-home mom super- 
vising a rambunc 
super-charged children. Sick of the 
mundane malaise of suburbia, Bob 
puts on his Mr. Incredible tights 
and joins his former sidekick, Fro 


tious trio of 


zone (Samuel L. Jackson), in par 
laying their bowling night into an 
opportunity to revive their super 
hero escapades. One thing leads to 
another, and without telling 


Continued on page 12 
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Continued from page 11 

Helen, Bob accepts an invitation 
to a remote island to battle a pee- 
vish megalomaniac (Jason Lee) 
and his omnipotent tiber-bot. Mr. 
Incredible proves not as incredible 
as he used to be, and an angry 
Helen and the kids have to bail 
him out. Sure, the world hangs in 
the balance, but it’s the adult- 
savvy everyday dynamic between 
Bob and Helen that saves the day. 
(115m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, Embassy, 
suburbs. 
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**x%*1/2 KINSEY (2004). Bill 
Condon’s biography of the land- 
mark investigator into male and 
female sexual behavior takes us 
back to a childhood and youth op- 
pressed by illness and by a father 
(John Lithgow as a delightful 
grotesque) determined to impose 
on him his own haughty, intoler- 
ant, fundamentalist image. Alfred 
Kinsey (Liam Neeson) rebels, turn- 
ing from religion and his father’s 
plans for him to become an engi- 
neer and taking up instead biology 
and atheism. Enlightened scientist 
though he is, however, he’s a vir- 
gin when he finally weds his wife, 
“Mac” (Laura Linney), and their 
catastrophic ignorance leads to 
one of the film’s many “eureka!” 
moments: why not apply scientific 
method to the study of sex? A lot 
of lecturing goes on here, a neces- 
sity mitigated by the sublime Nee- 
son, who can come off as both 
geek and lion in the same scene. 
And for a film about sex, Kinsey 
boasts some of the year’s least 
erotic scenes. Somewhat joylessly 
in this movie, Kinsey practiced 
what he preached, and he insisted 
that his staff do likewise. Clyde 
Martin (Peter Sarsgaard) takes 
him at his word, seducing him in a 
seedy hotel after a day of querying 
homosexuals in Chicago. Mac, 
though sad, proves tolerant, espe- 
cially when Clyde sleeps with her, 
too. As Kinsey loses it in his latter 
days, though, so does the movie, 
settling into a comfortable com- 
placency. True, as he finally deter- 
mines (and as the film has made 
clear all along by through its de- 
piction of the enduring, resilient 
bond between Kinsey and Mac, as 
stirring and tender a depiction of a 
35-year marriage as you'll see on 
the screen), love is a greater mys- 
tery than sex, if only because it 
can’t be measured. But showing 
gauzy second-unit footage of se- 
quoia trees doesn’t clarify matters, 
and neither is a cut to a pair of in- 
nocent fawns any more edifying. 
Would that Condon had cut in- 
stead to the archival Kinsey Insti- 
tute footage of coupling porcu- 
pines that follows the end credits. 
Their tentative, prickly, deter- 
mined mating dance embodies the 
persistence of love in the human 
animal. (118m) Copley Place, 
Kendall Square, Coolidge Corner, 
West Newton, suburbs. 


L 

*x**xA LESSON IN LOVE 
(1954). This slightly disappoint- 
ing Ingmar Bergman melodrama 
has Gunnar Bjérnstrand and Eva 
Dahlbeck as a married couple 
who've drifted apart: he’s having 
an affair with a patient, she with 
an old flame who’s his best friend. 
When he follows her onto the 
train she’s taking to meet her 
lover, they talk out their differ- 
ences. In Swedish with English 
subtitles. (b&w/95m) Tuesday at 
the Harvard Film Archive. 

LA LEY DE HERODES/ 
HEROD’S LAW (2003). It’s 
1949 in this brutal and broad 
satire from Mexican director Luis 
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Former “sanitary engineer” and 
long-time party loyalist Juan Var- 
gas (Damidn Alcazar) seems the 
perfect man for the job. He shows 
up with his wife, Gloria, deter- 
mined to clean up the town and 
fulfill the party ideals of “moderni- 
ty and social justice.” But his illu- 
sions crash against the town’s sor- 
did, fly-blown realities. Faced with 
the utterly compromised village 
priest, the bullying brothel 
madam, and the self-righteous 
local doctor, Vargas learns the law 
of the title quickly. Maybe too 
quickly; the transition from inno- 
cence to depravity is non-existent, 


| though Alcdzar’s mugging can be 


pretty funny. Estrada succeeds 
more as a Stylist than as a satirist: 
his brooding, often metaphoric im- 


| agery recalls Sergio Leone far 


more than does Robert Rodriguez’s 
Once upon a Time in Mexico does. 
In Spanish with English subtitles. 
(123m) Friday through Sunday at 
the Museum of Fine Arts. 

**1/2 THE LORD OF THE 
RINGS: THE TWO TOWERS 
(2002). Just glimpsed at the end 


| of last year’s The Fellowship of the 


Ring, Gollum, who’s voiced by 
Andy Serkis (he’s being touted by 
New Line Studio as an Oscar can- 
didate), is the closest thing the 
centerpiece of Peter Jackson’s 
adaptation of the Tolkien trilogy 
has to dramatic depth or conflict. 
This digitally rendered homuncu- 
lus is the former owner of the Ring 
of Power; now debased into a sibi- 
lant, loin-clothed junkie. craving 
his Precious fix, he’s like Laurence 
Olivier’s Richard III compared 
with the stiff-upper-lipped forti- 
tude or leering villainy of the rest 
of the cast. But nuanced character- 
izations and performances are not 
what you expect from epics, or 
high-tech video games, and The 
Two Towers is more of the latter 
than the former. Jackson does sus- 
tain Tolkien’s three narrative lines 
with admirable coherence. Hobbits 


| Frodo (Elijah Wood) and his faith- 


ful servant Sam (Sean Astin) have 
set off alone to Mordor; mean- 
while their friends Pippin (Billy 
Boyd) and Merry (Dominic Mon- 
aghan) have been captured by a 
gang of mutant Orcs, and the 
moody human wanderer Aragorn 
(Viggo Mortensen), the Dwarf 
Gimli (John Rhys-Davies, whose 
comedy is a welcome but infre- 
quent relief), and the Elf Legolas 
(Orlando Bloom) have set off to 
find them. But as we get deeper 
into the tale, the director seems to 
get ever farther from its spirit, its 
emotion, and its magic. (162m) 
Weekend midnights at the Fenway. 


| LOVE ME (2000). Laetitia Mas- 
son’s film, which we saw back in 


2000 at the Berlin Film Festival, is 
an imaginative and original effort 
that cuts between the dreams of 
Gabrielle (Sandrine Kiberlain) and 
her real life, both present and in 
flashback (and you can hardly tell 
which is which), as she seems to 
drift between Northern France and 
America while pursuing a real (or 


| not) relationship with aging rocker 


Lennox (Johnny Hallyday). It 


| would probably reward a second 


viewing, but maybe we're lucky to 
get even one shot. Despite the 


| title, it’s in French with English 
subtitles. (107m) Monday at the 
| Harvard Film Archive. 


| MOOLAADE (2004). Chris Fuji- 
| wara’s review is on page 7. In 


Bambara, Pular, and French with 
English subtitles. (124m) Kendall 


| Square. 


Gerald 


MOTHRA (1961). 


| Peary’s review is on page 7. In 
| Japanese with English subtitles. 


(101m) Friday through Sunday at 


| the Brattle. 


fa 
**xNATIONAL TREASURE 
(2004). The unlikely twosome of 
Disney and Jerry Bruckheimer get 
into bed for this Da Vinci 
Code-esque thriller (it’s even 
steeped in the lore of the Templar 
Knights) that employs icons of 
American heritage (the Declara- 


tion of Independence and the Lib- 
erty Bell) as scavenger-hunt clues 
in the quest for the ultimate trove. 
Few surprises, though, await histo- 
ry scholar Benjamin Franklin 
Gates (Nicolas Cage) and rival Ian 
Howe (Sean Bean) as they dash 
from DC to Philadelphia and New 
York to secure the booty. The heist 
of the Declaration offers the one 
enthralling moment, and the 
chemistry between Cage and 
Diane Kruger (Helen of Troy) as a 
National Archives Nazi adds some 
sass. Harvey Keitel and Jon Voight 
are pleasing but largely wasted as 
the cantankerous FBI agent on the 


| case and Ben’s father. Bean charms 


as the devious baddie, and Justin 
Bartha, who was the only redeem- 
ing aspect in Gigli, serves up the 
punch lines as Ben’s nebbish side- 
kick. Director Jon Turteltaub how- 
ever, limits himself to the Bruck- 
heimer format: lots of trumped-up 
flash cutting, improbable dances 
with death, and a series of thun- 
derous explosions. Now you know 


| what to expect when Dan Brown’s 


novel hits the big screen. (100m) 


| Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 


Pond, Chestnut Hill, Embassy, sub- 
urbs. 

NOEL (2004). Directed by Chazz 
Palminteri, this former TV movie 
has as its subject five New Yorkers 
who come together on Christmas 
Eve: lonely “older woman” Rose 
(Susan Sarandon); cop’s wife Nina 
(Penélope Cruz), who may be 
pregnant and isn’t sure how to tell 
her husband (Paul Walker), and 
disturbed young Jules (Marcus 
Thomas); who’s looking for the 
perfect Christmas he remembers 
having as a child. We're not sure 
about the fifth: it might be Alan 
Arkin, or an unbilled Robin 
Williams, or Palminteri himself. 
(96m) West Newton. 


0 
OCEAN’S TWELVE (2004). 
Peter Keough’s review is on page 
6. (130m) Boston Common, Fen- 
way, Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 


P 
* x PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN: THE CURSE OF 
THE BLACK PEARL (2003). 
Before becoming a standard exer- 
cise in wearing out welcomes, 
Gore Verbinski’s adventure come- 
dy brings good spirits and narra- 
tive vigor to its chore of refurbish- 
ing the pirate genre. The some- 
times elegant dialogue is mostly 
free of the solecisms usually 
deemed necessary to obtain the 
target audience’s support for peri- 


od blockbusters. Although two | 


hams (Geoffrey Rush and 
Jonathan Pryce) are on hand to 
provide what’s called acting, the 
film’s one interesting performance 
is that of Johnny Depp, who as a 
pirate captain in search of a ship 
surrounds himself in a blur of sen- 
suous hand motions while flounc- 
ing through the proceedings in 
long braids and eye shadow. That 
some of the pirates (those com- 
manded by Rush) are zombies, 
sort of, proves helpful neither to 
their adversaries nor to the spe- 
cial-effects team, who drop the 
ball on what would have seemed a 
surefire play: the transformation 
between fleshy body and skeleton 
as a zombie pirate moves in and 
out of moonlight. (134m) Monday 


| at the Harvard Film Archive. 


*x*x*xTHE POLAR EXPRESS 
(2004). The theme of Robert Ze- 
meckis’s touching Christmas tale, 
like that of this year’s Red Sox sea- 
son, is “Believe,” though you 
might not believe the ground- 
breaking animation that hits you 
like childhood wonderment on 
Christmas morning. Zemeckis 
(Forrest Gump and Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit) engaged a team of 
500 FX specialists (with a $165 
million budget) to blend live-ac- 
tion renderings (like Gollum in 
The Lord of the Rings) and snowy, 
CGI backdrops that look like some- 
thing out of the Pixar factory. 
Based on Chris Van Allsburg’s best- 
selling book, this “night before” 
fable finds a group of diverse 


youths who doubt the existence of 
Santa Claus getting magically 
loaded onto the title train, which 
is bound for the North Pole. Tom 
Hanks (in movement and voice) 
plays five roles including Santa 
Claus, the train conductor, a gruff 
hobo, and Hero Boy. (The charac- 
ters have names like Know It All 
Boy, Elf General, and so on.) Hero 
Boy’s misadventures propel the 
film, filling it with genuine tender- 
ness. In the end, the computer 
wizardry palls, but the story’s 
heart chugs on triumphantly. 
(90m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 


R 
*xRAY (2004). What's good 
about director Taylor Hackford’s 
bio-pic of the ascent of Ray 
Charles is Jamie Foxx’s characteri- 
zation of the soul-music giant. The 
early Oscar buzz is hyperbole, but 
Foxx does have Charles’s 
blindisms, bandstand panache, 
and modulated patter down. And 
his slyness. Foxx’s Charles plays 
women as smoothly as he does the 
piano until, inevitably, his callous- 
ness brings things down. At that, 
Foxx and Hackford seem to be tak- 
ing it easy on the real Charles, a 
very prickly character, even 
though they detail his decades as a 
junkie and his betrayals of his 
wife, his family, and his lovers. In 
this film, as it appeared to be the 
case in his life, the only thing 
Charles values more than his own 
ego is his music. What’s bad about 
Ray is Hackford’s made-for-TV- 
movie approach. The story rattles 
along in clumsy vignettes, flash- 
backs, and short cuts. Clichés 
abound; far worse is Hackford’s 
overstatement of Atlantic Records’ 
president Ahmet Ertegun’s contri- 
bution to Charles’s initial discov- 
ery of his own style. Kerry Wash- 
ington charms as Della Bea Robin- 
son, Charles’s long-suffering sec- 
ond wife. But Regina King as 
Margie Hendricks, who stands in 
for the string of back-up-singing 
Raylettes that Charles bedded over 
the years, seems especially con- 
strained by the film’s simplicity. 
(152m) Copley Place, Fenway, Har- 
vard Square, suburbs. 
RECONSTRUCTION (2003). 
Peter Keough’s review is on page 
7. In Danish and Swedish with 
English subtitles. (90m) All week 
at the Brattle. 
**xTHE ROCKY HORROR PIC- 
TURE SHOW (1976). This hor- 
ror-camp extravaganza still draws 
midnight crowds. Its story of two 
dorky, all-American kids (Barry 
Bostwick and Susan Sarandon) 
who find themselves indoctrinated 
into the pansexual ways of Dr. 
Frank-N-Furter is no more outra- 
geous than La Cage aux Folles, but 
only a curmudgeon would deny 
the magnetism of Tim Curry, 
whose lip-smacking rendition of 
“Sweet Transvestite” remains one 
of the high points in all of cult 
movies. Jim Sharman directs. 
(100m) Saturday midnight at the 
Harvard Square. 


Ss 
*SCENES INTIMES/SEX IS 
COMEDY (2002). “Fear of being 
obscene makes one obscene,” says 
the tyrannical protagonist in 
Catherine Breillat’s semi-autobio- 
graphical film about a director try- 
ing to film a sex scene. By that dic- 
tum, Breillat’s ceuvre 2 with its 
fearless, full-frontal approach to 
all things sexual & is as obscene as 
a chair. In Scénes intimes, manipu- 
lative and aggressive director 
Jeanne (Anne Parillaud) struggles 
to get her young actors (Roxane 
Mesquida and Grégoire Colin) to 
give a convincing performance de- 
spite a rigid distaste for each 
other. Jeanne engages in perverse 
power plays with both actors, al- 
ternately seducing and repulsing 
the responses she wants from 
them. Her female lead is cold and 
aloof, and the male prances 
around the set with a prosthetic 
hard-on while Jeanne coddles and 
abuses them. It ends up being the 
cinematic equivalent of a one- 
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night stand: it’s impossible to feel 
any attachment to the characters; 
you spend your time wondering 
whether anything’s ever going to 
happen and anticipating the cli- 
max; and when the climax finally, 
finally comes, it’s not quite worth 
the wait. The only relief results 
from the knowledge that you 
won't wake up with these people 


in your bed. In French with Eng- 
lish subtitles. (92m) Kendall 
Square. 


*x**xSHALL WE DANCE? 
(2004). In Peter Chelsom’s re- 
make of Masayuki Suo’s charming 
1996 Japanese comedy, Richard 
Gere plays an upper-middle-class 
lawyer who's bored with his life — 
the beautiful house, the lovely suc- 
cessful wife (Susan Sarandon), the 
two charming kids. He spots Jen- 
nifer Lopez, a ballroom dancer try- 
ing to get over professional and 
personal disappointment, in a win- 
dow every night as his train passes 
her dance studio. One evening, on 
impulse, he checks it out and 
winds up signing on for a begin- 
ning ballroom-dance class. The 
other students are a disappointing 
collection of clichés: the over- 
weight guy who sweats a lot, the 
homophobic creep, the obnoxious 
girl who can’t get a partner. Only 
Stanley Tucci, as a straight guy 
who loves ballroom dance but is 
afraid to tell anyone, feels like a 
fully formed, if ridiculous, charac- 
ter. Gere plays middle-class 
malaise well — he carries himself 
with a worn, tired dignity that 
seems out of place in this other- 
wise obvious film. Lopez, for her 
part, substitutes standing up 
straight and looking serious for 
acting; only in her dancing scenes, 
which conjure her music videos, 
does she come alive. Shall We 
Dance? gives us characters whose 
lives are transformed by the beau- 
ty and joy of dancing without ever 
showing us how. (106m) Copley 
Place, West Newton, Arlington 
Capitol, suburbs. 

**1/2 SHARK TALE (2004). 
Say this for Shark Tale: its visuals 
are amazing. Led by Shrek co-di- 
rector Vicky Jenson, the filmmak- 
ers have done a splendid job creat- 
ing a vibrant underwater city — 
it’s like Times Square with barna- 
cles — that’s swimming with life. 
The fish are fantastic: shimmering, 
iridescent creatures who represent 
a leap beyond what the computer 
animators of Finding Nemo were 
able to accomplish just a year and 
a half before. Shark Tale moves at 


a lively clip, thanks to the fast- 
talking patter of its voice actors 
(especially Will Smith and Martin 
Scorsese) and a primarily hip- 
hop/R&B soundtrack that’s proba- 
bly a first for an animated feature. 
Kids will laugh a lot and make the 
film a big hit. But as they say on 
Broadway, no one ever left the 
theater humming the scenery. In 
the narrative and characterization 
departments, Shark Tale flounders. 
Oscar (Smith) is a little fish who’s 
all talk, but when a shark (one of 
the mobsters who menace the reef 
city) turns up dead, Oscar takes 
credit and rides a wave of publici- 
ty to fame and fortune. As in the 
Shrek movies, there’s satirical po- 
tential here, say, to comment on a 
celebrity culture that elevates peo- 
ple who have no real talents or 
achievements, but Shark Tale ex- 
pends all its wit on throw-away 
pop-culture in-jokes and minority 
stereotypes. Some Italian-Ameri- 
can groups have complained about 
the depiction of the shark mob- 
sters (by such Mafia-tale regulars 
as Robert De Niro, Michael Imperi- 
oli, and Vincent Pastore), but the 
film is an equal-opportunity of- 
fender, with its apparently African- 
American characters (all hip-hop- 
pers from the ‘hood), Jamaicans 
(two Rasta jellyfish), and one 
deeply closeted shark named 
Lenny (he’s a vegetarian, but as 
drawn here and as voiced in a 
high-pitched whine by Jack Black, 
he’s also one swishy fish). This 
sort of thing may float above kids’ 
heads, but it shows the movie to 
be lacking the one thing that Shrek 
and the Pixar films like Nemo have 


had oceans of: heart. (100m) West | 


Newton, Arlington Capitol, sub- 
urbs, 

**x%*1/2 SIDEWAYS (2004). 
Writer/director Alexander Payne’s 
latest is an alternately rollicking 
and mournful road comedy about 
the terrors of settling into middle 
age. Jack (Thomas Haden Church) 
is about to get married, so his pal 
since college, Miles (Paul Giamat- 
ti) devises a week-long vacation in 
Southern California wine country 
as a male-bonding ritual centered 
on golf, good food, and Miles’s 
hobby, wine tasting. But Jack has 
other ideas: he wants to enjoy his 
last vestiges of sexual freedom, 
and he hopes that Miles, who has 
sunk into a miserable reclusive- 
ness since his own marriage broke 
up, can get laid too and loosen up 
a little. Church (Lowell Mather on 
the TV series Wings) is hilarious; 


VISIONS OF SUGAR PLUMS III: Bruno Ganz dreams of becoming human in Der Himmel tiber Berlin/Wings of Desire. 


he gets the one-two punch of 


Jack’s puerile sensuality and his 
hang-dog air of abashment when- 
ever he’s chastised. The movie is 
wise enough to match him up with 
Payne’s wife, the raucous Korean- 
Canadian actress Sandra Oh, as 
Stephanie, whom the men run into 
pouring at a winery a good- 
time gal with a vulnerable heart. 
But Miles is the protagonist, and 
Virginia Madsen’s Maya is the 
warm-blooded waitress who 
tempts him out of his emotional 
hibernation. Their scenes together 
are superb, even the big one Payne 
and Taylor can’t resist overwriting, 
where these two aficionados couch 
their sexual desires and trepida- 
tions in a discussion of wine. Side- 
ways winds up on a tentative, 
hopeful note as Miles puts his 
heart on the line one more time. 
About Schmidt may have catapult- 
ed Payne into the ranks of major 
Hollywood directors, but this is 
the movie that earns him his place 
among them. (123m) Boston Com- 
mon, Kendall Square, Coolidge Cor- 
ner, Embassy, suburbs. 

*SKY CAPTAIN AND THE 
WORLD OF TOMORROW 
(2004). Noteworthy for its creat- 
ed-on-computer evocation of 1939 
New York, Kerry Conran’s debut 
feature is an eye-popping bore. A 
triumph of Art Deco production 
design and all-too-studied hom- 
age, Sky Captain teems with a 
retro-futuristic jumble of spare 
parts culled from Republic serials, 
Lost Horizon, King Kong and the 
1951 sci-fi chestnut When Worlds 
Collide. In the promising opening, 
with the Hindenburg III moored 
atop a snow-whipped Empire State 
Building, maladroit reporter Polly 
Perkins (a shrill Gwyneth Paltrow) 
enlists former flame Joe Sullivan 
(Jude Law, rakish yet bland) as 
she ineptly tries to uncover a plot 
to kidnap the world’s pre-eminent 
scientists. Soon, this “Sky Captain” 
and his languid Girl Friday are 
battling a mysterious army of 
giant robots with his P-40 
Warhawk. What could it all mean? 
Try pretext: loads of synthetic gee- 
whiz action awaits, but the novel- 
ty will wear thin for all but the 
youngest moviegoers. Welcome 
but short-lived relief comes in the 
perfectly cast form of Angelina 
Jolie commanding an all-female 
“Amphibious Squadron.” Shot over 
a scant six weeks at London’s 
“George Lucas Stage,” the rest of 
the actors are little more than pup- 
pets in Conran’s blue-screen toy 





box of nostalgia. Lucas would be 
proud. The rest of you should con- 
sider yourselves warned. (107m) 
Arlington Capitol, suburbs. 
SPANGLISH (2004). A woman 
(Paz Vega) takes her daughter (Vic- 
toria Luna) from Mexico to Los An- 
geles in search of a better life and 
winds up working as a housekeeper 
for John and Deborah Clasky 
(Adam Sandler and Téa Leoni) 
James L. Brooks (As Good As It Gets) 
directs. Sneak preview Saturday and 
Sunday at the Boston Common and 
Saturday at the Fresh Pond. 
* * * THE SPONGEBOB 
SQUAREPANTS MOVIE (2004). 
Nickelodeon’s SpongeBob 
SquarePants program never insults 
the intelligence of its audience, and 
that’s a major reason for its all-ages 
appeal — that and the contagious 
giddy goofiness of SquarePants and 
his pals. And if there’s any doubt 
that the cartoon attracts more than 
the under-10 set, a glance at the 
bands on the feature-length film’s 
soundtrack — Wilco, the Flaming 
Lips, the Shins, Motorhead, Ween, 
and Avril Lavigne — will prove that 
kids aren't the only ones who find 
Bikini Bottom a cool place to be. 
The TV show delivers more laughs 
per half-hour than the movie, 
which also is directed by the show’s 
creators, Sherm Cohen and 
Stephen Hillenburg. But the perfect 
timing and the self-aware absurdity 
translate to the big screen. The 
story is a classic quest: Plankton, in 
an effort to detour business from 
the Krusty Krab to the Chum Buck- 
et, steals King Neptune’s crown and 
blames Mr. Krabs. SpongeBob and 
his puffy starfish pal Patrick set off 
to retrieve the crown from the dis- 
tant, dangerous Shell City. They’re 
aided by Princess Mindy (the 
sweet-voiced Scarlett Johansson) 
and threatened by the evil sea cow- 
boy Dennis (Alec Baldwin) as well 
as other underwater thugs. In an 
age of animated razzle-dazzle, 
SpongeBob will remind you of pre- 
digital Saturday mornings. (90m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Circle, suburbs. 
*1/2 A STRANGER IN THE 
KINGDOM (1998). Tinnily 
acted and spasmodically edited, 
this Jay Craven (Where the Rivers 
Flow North) film still doesn’t know 
what it wants to be when it grows 
up. Set in 1952, the story about a 
young Canadian woman lured to 
Kingdom County, Vermont, by a 
fake personals ad only to meet her 
bloody demise is not quite a love 
Continued on page 14 
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story, not really a comedy, and not 
by any means a courtroom drama, 
though it tries to be all three. 
Claire (newcomer Jordan Bayne) 
is the Quebec native who ends up 
staying at the home of the film’s 
other “stranger”: the cigarette- 
smoking, gun-toting new minister 
(Ernie Hudson), who shocks the 
town by being black and is the 
only character who doesn’t appear 
to be reading from a 
TelePrompTer. Maybe that’s why 
the town’s two-dimensional folk 
immediately suspect him when 
Claire is found shot dead. Adapted 
from Howard Frank Mosher’s 
novel, the film’s ill-paced storyline 
and cliché’d dialogue ensure that 
no viewer will ever know what the 
hell is going on. But the landscape 
sure is pretty. (112m) Tuesday at 
the Boston Public Library. 
*x*x*xTHE SUMMER WITH 
MONIKA a/k/a MONIKA 
(1953). Harriet Andersson, 
Bergman’s first great leading lady, 
is the title character, a teenager 
who combines a scruffy working- 
class sensuality with a slightly pre- 
posterous romanticism derived 
from Hollywood movies. She sees 
her beau, Harry (Lars Ekborg), as 
‘a guy out of a movie,” but he’s 
just an ordinary fellow. It’s she 
who makes the first move, in his 
parents’ home, though their love- 
making has to be put off when his 
dad comes home early. What 
brings these two together is a nat- 
ural rebellion against the oppres- 
sive workaday world, but they 
can’t get away from it — they 
marry and have a child and get 
swallowed up by it all over again. 
Ekborg has an affecting moment 
when Harry looks at his baby 
daughter for the first time and re- 
alizes in a terrified flash what he’s 
in for. Monika is essentially 
selfish: she doesn’t want to take 
care of a child, she’d rather have a 
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the Hunted 
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www.mfa.org/film 


Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 


new coat than bother with the 
rent, and, inevitably, she cheats on 
Harry. But Andersson and 
Bergman make her sympathetic 
nonetheless. When she cries about 
how her life has turned out — 
they never have enough cash, 
she’s afraid that poverty and 
motherhood have turned her ugly 

you understand her plight, how 
life has caught and pinned her. 
But your final tears are for Harry, 
whom Monika leaves, again pre- 
dictably, to raise the child on his 
own. We see him for the last time 
in a grown-up overcoat and a 
grown-up hat, this teenage boy 
from the early scenes, now aging 
fast, and his eyes widen as he re- 
members their brief summer idyll, 
such a short while ago. In Swedish 
with English subtitles. (b&w/92m) 
Wednesday at the Harvard Film 
Archive. 


T 
**x*xTARNATION (2004). 
Mania is hell. And to watch 
Jonathan Caouette’s agonizing 
documentation of his and his 
mother’s mental illness is to live 
through it with them. Combining 
Super 8 footage that Caouette 
started shooting at 11 with family 
photos, clips from cult movies and 
80s TV, and a soundtrack that’s 
mellow and melancholy, this night- 
marish portrait of abuse and insan- 
ity makes you feel as if you were 
flipping through a scrapbook on 
acid. The delirium of images and 
effects tells the story of Caouette’s 
mother, Renee, a child model sub- 
jected to numerous rounds of 
shock therapy who spends her life 
in and out of Texas institutions. It’s 
an affectionate, affecting ode. But 
the story belongs more to Caouette 
himself. He created the film using 
Apple’s iMovie — emphasis on the 
“j.” Tarnation is not so much docu- 
mentary as it is cinematic memoir, 
an account, for the most part re- 


sight. 


Focus 
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Wed, Dec 15, 5:30 pm 
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sisting self-indulgence, of Caou- 
ette’s seemingly unbearable life as 
he witnesses the rape of his moth- 
er, spends time in abusive foster 
homes, grows up gay in a back- 
ward Texas town, gets diagnosed 
with depersonalization ‘disorder, 
and lives as though he were in a 
dream. He turns the camera on 
himself perhaps to make his life 
more real, perhaps to make sense 
of all the chaos. (88m) Coolidge 
Corner. 

*x*1/2 TEAM AMERICA: 
WORLD POLICE (2004). The 
spectacle halfway through Team 
America of a down-and-out Gary 
Johnston, all 22 inches of him, 
tossing his cookies for the fourth 
time epitomizes the work of Trey 
Parker and Matt Stone at its best. 
There aren’t enough such mo- 
ments, unfortunately. Their epic 
(at one-third scale) lacks some of 
the anarchic genius that has given 
us Mr. Hankie and the Christmas 
Poo and put Saddam Hussein in 
Hell as Satan’s gay lover. After a 
“successful” Paris mission in which 
Team America blasts Osama bin 
Laden puppets in Paris but also 
the Louvre and the Eiffel Tower, 
the Team’s creepy head, 
Spottswoode, recruits actor John- 
son to infiltrate the terrorist cells. 
Johnston’s acting convinces almost 
everyone, from the Chechen war- 
lord harboring WMDs in a Cairo 
bar to fellow Team members Lisa 
and Sarah, who are smitten by his 
charms. But he hasn’t convinced 
himself, especially when the suc- 
cessful Cairo mission results in a 
terrorist attack on the Panama 
Canal. Johnston quits and goes on 
a bender, leaving the others to the 
devices of the real puppeteer: 
North Korean dictator Kim Jong-Il. 
Toward the end, Team America be- 
comes a test of how much you 
enjoy the sight of Tim Robbins 
being burnt to death or a gun-tot- 
ing Janeane Garofalo getting her 
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brains blown out. In better times, 
those of all ideological persua- 
sions might chuckle at such excess 
and (one hopes) irony. Until then, 
you might prefer the comic purity 
of a vomiting puppet. (105m) Cop- 
ley Place, Somerville Theatre (Fri- 
day, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednes- 
day), suburbs. 

TESTOSTERONE (2004). Tom 
Meek’s review is on page 7 
(105m) Kendall Square. 

**x*20 FINGERS (2004). The 
“non-actor” star of Abbas Kiarosta- 
mi’s Ten, Mania Akbari, has begun 
her own filmmaking career with 
the derivative but racier 20 Fin- 
gers. It opens in typical Kiarostami 
fashion with a shot inside an auto- 
mobile that being driven at night 
in the outskirts of Tehran. Inside, a 
man and his fiancée (played by 
Akbari) chat. She tells him about 
playing “doctor” with her cousin; 
he responds with mild disapproval 
but is turned on. How sexually 
pathological the situation is be- 
comes more evident when the 
screen goes black and dialogue 
and sound suggest the kind of 
scandalous incident one doesn’t 
expect in Iranian films. But the re- 
lationship between the man and 
woman persists through seven 
more episodes, as the couple ap- 
parently marry and have a child 
and engage in further arguments 
in a variety of conveyances from a 
motorbike to a ski lift that almost 
seem like a parody of Kiarostami’s 
motifs. Akbari, though, has her 
own agenda, a spirited feminism 
like that of a veiled Catherine 
Breillat as she pits her modern 
persona (the title comes from an 
old wives’ tale regarding how 
many men a woman might sleep 
with before being considered a 
whore) against her creepy, intran- 
sigent macho counterpart in a 
seemingly irresolvable conflict. In 
Farsi with English subtitles. (72m) 
Friday and Saturday at the Museum 
of Fine Arts. 


V 
**xVERA DRAKE (2004). 
Whether you think Mike Leigh’s 
Vera Drake is the dour kitchen-sink 
realist’s latest masterpiece (it won 
the Golden Lion at Venice) or a 
case of self-parody depends on 
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your take on a scene near the end. 
It’s holiday time in the dank Lon- 
don of 1950, and Vera (jack-o’- 
lantern-faced Imelda Staunton), 
out on bail after her arrest for per- 
forming illegal abortions, faces a 
chilly reception at the family din- 
ner table. After all the acid si- 
lences, averted eyes, and not-so- 
veiled accusations, son-in-law Reg 
(Eddie Marsan), newcomer to the 
clan, takes a chocolate and says 
that this is the best Christmas he’s 
ever had. And who’s to argue? 
Leigh’s post-war, pre-boom period 
setting exudes injustice, pathos, 
and helplessness, and the victim- 
ized look on with either slack- 
jawed, non-comprehending de- 
spair or grinning, non-compre- 
hending benevolence. The latter 
expression belongs to Vera, the 
saintly matriarch of a sturdy work- 
ing-class family who has been 
“helping girls in trouble” with her 
syringe and cheese grater. Her 
service has continued for years 
free of charge and no one’s the 
wiser until one client almost dies, 


whereupon Vera spends the rest of | 


the movie crying. That’s feminism 
Mike Leigh style, and his manipu- 
lative tract is more condescending 
than compassionate. (125m) West 
Newton. 


WwW 
*WHAT THE #$*! DO WE 
KNOW!? (2004). The cliché’d 
title is supposed to express won- 
derment, but the only thing this 
loose documentary about quantum 
physics will make you say “What 
the #$*!” about is the shoddy job 
it does of illuminating its subject. 
Highbrow jargon, platitudes, and 
existential technobabble spew 
across the screen from expert talk- 
ing heads as the topic bounces 
from possibility to density of mat- 
ter to alternate reality and, eventu- 
ally, God and sex. The most “unre- 
al” segments, however, are the en- 
actments of the principles drama- 
tized in the banal daily doings of 
Amanda (Marlee Matlin, the deaf 
actress who won a Best Actress 
Oscar for Children of a Lesser God 
back in 1986), a hard-working 
photographer who spends the en- 
tirety of the film looking perplexed 
and beleaguered. Most of the vi- 





gnettes are so woeful, they’re 
laughable; a few rise to the level of 
inadvertent camp. The best you 
can do is think of What the #$*! as 
an ersatz redux of Errol Morris’s A 
Brief History of Time (1991). It 
seems directors William Arntz, 
Betsy Chasse, and Mark Vicente 
felt that some brazen sex and a ri- 
otous Polish wedding might fur- 
ther clarify the arcane concepts. 
They don’t. (111m) Embassy, 
Somerville Theatre. 

**x1/2 WMD: WEAPONS OF 
MASS DECEPTION (2004). 
Those who have been fans of 
Danny Schechter, “The News Dis- 
sector,” since his days at WBCN 
FM, long before that became an- 
other Clear Channel fiefdom (and 
there’s a topic for dissection), will 
welcome this documentary about 
the Orwellian state of the Ameri- 
can “news” media. They may also 
be disappointed at the timing of 
the release. Why not before No- 
vember 2? In fact, though, the 
weapons targeted in this uneven 
but frequently right-on investiga- 
tion have little to do with Sad- 
dam’s imaginary arsenal or even 
the current administration. Long 
before our current catastrophe, 
three Republican presidencies 
were quietly colluding with the 
corporations that run the “news” 
media, assuring them of monopo- 
lies if they stay on message. How 
did this happen and what can we 
do about it? Schechter can be scat- 
tered in his answers. As for the 
how, he offers information and in- 
sights that any viewer of, say, Out- 


foxed would recognize. And like 


Outfoxed, WMD fails to explain 
why American audiences willingly 
dive into such toxic misinforma- 
tion as if it were so much cable-fed 
fast food. He can be repetitious, 
too, longwinded on obvious points 
and coming up short when there’s 
something worth following up — 
for example, how did the adminis- 
tration stage the now-iconic 
“spontaneous” Iraqi demonstra- 
tion at the liberation of Iraq? In 
short, Schechter is everything 
journalism today is not — skepti- 
cal, unslick, and investigative. As 
for what we can do, his advice is 
as provocative as it is terse: “Think 
about it.” (98m) Kendall Square. 
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The ART gooses The Provok’d Wife 
BY CAROLYN CLAY 


The Provok’d Wife 


By John Vanbrugh. Directed by Mark Wing- 
Davey. Set by Marina Draghici. Costumes 
by Gabriel Berry. Lighting by Jennifer 
Tipton. Original music and sound by David 
Remedios. Movement and fights by Doug 
Elkins. With Bill Camp, Peter Rini, Adam 


Dannheisser, Thomas Derrah, Remo Airaldi, 


Jeremy Geidt, Kate Forbes, Deborah Knox 
Meschan, Effie Johnson, and Karen 
MacDonald. Presented by the American 
Repertory Theatre at the Loeb Drama 
Center through December 26. 


ir John Brute is a nasty un- 

made bed of a man — with a 

hollow leg for a bedpost. 
Drunk, disorderly, surly, and un- 
couth, he might be expected to 
thrill at any moderately hygienic 
woman’s coming within 50 feet of 
him. But Sir John, married for two 
years to the fetchingly if stiffly 
coiffed Lady Brute, a vision in side- 
arcing hoop skirt and flowered 
sweaters, is weary of his wife. Stag- 
gering on stage in déshabille and 
soon-to-be-bewigged bedhead after 
the stately minuet and modern pro- 
logue that open John Vanbrugh’s 
1697 The Provok’d Wife at the 
American Repertory Theatre, he 
stomps downstage and confides in 


the audience: “What cloying meat is 
love — when matrimony’s the 
sauce to it!” The rest of this bawdy 
Restoration romp (with music) 
finds Sir John and his turn-of-the- 
18th-century affiliates stewing, spit- 
ting, and drowning in the sauce. 

Vanbrugh was a contemporary of 
Wycherley and Congreve, but his 
work is revived far less than The 
Country Wife or The Way of the World. 
(The National Theatre mounted The 
Provok’d Wife in 1980, Sir Peter Hall’s 
troupe in 1997.) The most obvious 
reason for the disparity is that the 
other two plays are better. (On the 
other hand, how often have we seen 
them?) But there’s also the bugaboo 
that Sir John is such a repulsive, irre- 
deemable character that cuckolding 
him, as Lady Brute contemplates, 
seems the only sane thing to do. At 
the ART, in a bravura performance 
rife with scatological detail, returning 
actor Bill Camp renders Sir John a 
mean, drink-befuddled piece of work 
who, done up in a big green gown 
and an unkempt wig, makes a home- 
ly but hilarious cross-dresser. Then, 
falling into a barely upright funk fol- 
lowing the discovery of a couple of 
men in his wife’s closet, he’s so mo- 
rose, he’s almost sympathetic. 

In the 1690s, when The Provok’d 
Wife invoked condemnation in An- 
glican puritan Jeremy Collier’s A 


ah 


OUT OF THE CLOSET: Bili Camp reacts to 





a painful discovery while 


Kate Forbes and Deborah Knox Meschan look on. 


Short View of the Immorality and 
Profaneness of the English Stage, di- 
vorce was almost unheard of. The 
mutually miserable Brutes were 
chained to each other until he got 
cirrhosis or gave her some fatal 
form of the clap. From their stale- 
mate the comedy unfolds, with 
Brute brutish to the point that his 
wife decides to encourage long-time 
admirer Constant, whose ostensibly 
love-immune buddy Heartfree is re- 
luctantly drawn to Lady Brute’s 
smart niece, Bellinda. This infuri- 
ates female fop Lady Fancyfull, 
who’s taken an inadvertent yen to 
the Benedick-like Heartfree herself. 
Directors wrestle with the dilemma 
of how to make classic plays geared 


to the morals and mores of an earlier 
time relevant to ours. At the ART, vis- 
iting British director Mark Wing- 
Davey tumbles this lusty work onto 
its back with legs in air, one foot flail- 
ing in the mannered, less-than-sani- 
tary world of its writing, the other in 
a lewd, spare universe inspired by 
lurid red-light districts, ‘70s punk- 
rock fashion, and the furniture of 
Philippe Starck. Sir John wears a 
long leopard vest but reels around 
with his own personal spittoon. 
Marina Draghici’s set — in which 
rectangular plexiglass boxes serving 
as anything from boudoir to squash 
court extrude from the side-stage 
doors of classic 17th-century the- 
ater design — is ingenious and styl- 








ish. Odder is Wing-Davey’s decision 
to marry Restoration-era London to 
21st-century Cambridge by way of 
Virginia accents, ostensibly on the 
grounds that it was decadent Royal- 
ists fleeing Cromwell who had set- 
tled the Virginia colony. And the un- 
credited prologue attached to the 
play to connect its treatment of 
“Morality and Manners” to that of 
Bush-led America seems unneces- 
sary. Spoken by Remo Airaldi in 
slacks and sweater as a group min- 
uet swirls around him to the blast 
of enhanced harpsichord, the doo- 
dle concludes: “Were here on Brat- 
tle Street. It’s Art./Enough already. 
Let the provoking start.” I agree. 
Once Vanbrugh takes over, the 
production succeeds in invoking 
both the effete manners and the 
bodily immediacy of the day, where 
sexual desire warred not only with 
virtue but also with cooties of every 
description. We’re spared the com- 
post with which Wing-Davey sur- 
rounded the stage for The Beaux’ 
Stratagem, but a late-night prowl by 
drunken nobles is played against 
Covent Garden carts of limp vegeta- 
bles and an assignation in a pleasure 
garden takes place before masked 
whores mechanically copulating in 
glass cages. As for Sir John’s piggish 
return of the kisses he’s forced from 
his wife, vulgarity begins at home. 
The actors, both homegrown and 
imported, are accomplished enough 
to pull off the play’s verbal duels of 
seduction and its balletic physical 
comedy, with Effie Johnson’s Scar- 
lett O’Hara of a Lady Fancyfull, 
swirling and swanning in a series of 
elaborate wraps, plumes, and plat- 
form shoes, a particular delight. 
That and the irony that Vanbrugh 
could probably get the same rise 
out of Jerry Falwell that he did out 
of Jeremy Collier. Ld 











Cubicles and triangles 


I’m Away from My Desk Right Now; Matter Familias 


BY LIZA WEISSTUCH 

t takes a great artist to transform the pro- 

saic into art, whether that’s Van Gogh with 

his star-spangled sky or Vermeer with his 
maids or Jerry Seinfeld with his cottage in- 
dustry of kvetching about and pontificating 
on nothing. Rough & Tumble Theatre is not 
made up of great artists, but I’m Away 
from my desk right now... : An Indie 
Play (in Hall A at the Calderwood Pavilion 
through December 18), a fugue-like series of 
playlets about inanities of office life, is no- 
table for its experimental spirit and its gump- 
tion. After all, your ticket comes with some- 
thing you don’t find much in any market- 
place: a satisfaction guarantee. The company 
is sticking to its “theater that doesn’t suck” 
slogan so vehemently that if you’re not 
thrilled, you get your money back. Really. 

The evening consists of seven shorts, the 

order of which is determined by the audience 
via cleverly engineered (but minimal) partici- 
pation. Some scenes were developed collec- 
tively by the cast, others were written by 
William Donnelly, whose Backwater: A Movie 
Play was an R&T success last season. Each vi- 
gnette takes an aspect of office life and plays 
it for a laugh, but the scenes have neither the 
sophistication of Doonesbury nor the saucy 
wit of the British workplace-based sit-com 
The Office. What we get are quick, quirky 








PILLOW TALK: Helen McElwain is comfort- 
ed by parents Nancy E. Carroll and Robert 
Murphy. 


sketches, many of which appropriate a mere 
moment of the daily grind — making coffee, 
bumping along on the train. The shorts imbue 
these and other banalities with exaggerated 

emotion or frame them within preposterous 

circumstances. The result feels somewhat Sat- 
urday Night Live-ish, with an absurd strain of 








humor influenced partly by Wes Anderson’s 
deadpan eccentricity and partly by the wacki- 
ness of Christopher Guest. 

The scenes credited to Donnelly involve 
nimble dialogue among characters who are 
as fully developed as characters can be in a 
15-minute episode, whereas the cast-devel- 
oped scenes use more choreography or a sin- 
gle joke that is manipulated like a Rubik’s 
Cube for every possible laugh, only to ex- 
haust the gag. In “Things You Should Know,” 
Jason Myatt and George Saulnier play a boss 
about to go on vacation and the minion 
whom he is instructing in the daily adminis- 
trative procedure. Each task poses a logical 
riddle to the dense underling. The skits build 
slowly to their punch lines, some of which 
land with a thunk. 

The five-person cast alternate roles with 
ease, but they appear to be more in their ele- 
ment in Donnelly’s pieces. In his “Mondays 
and Other Days,” we watch Jughead-like 
Saulnier seethe in silent rage at his desk 
while, in the adjacent cubicle, the amusingly 
grating Kristin Baker natters like a valley-girl 
scenester, broadcasting her personal issues on 
the phone at max volume. 

Donnelly’s strength is in his sardonic riffing 
on corporate America, and that gives an im- 
mediacy to the satire. But according to the 
program notes, R&T’s mission is to make its 
shows like rock concerts: “dizzying and exhila- 
rating and euphoric and communal and 
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there’s a chance you might get laid.” Although 
it’s clear the troupe is having raucous fun with 
office life, which is notoriously not fun, the 
mission statement reflects the flaw of many of 
the shorts: unreasonable exaggeration. 

With all this talk about work, it might seem 
we've neglected domesticity. Fear not, 
kitchen-sink-drama devotees! Ginger 
Lazarus’s Matter Familias (at Boston Play- 
wrights’ Theatre through December 19) is all 
in the family. On second thought, if you like 
your theater to feature traditional nuclear 
families, maybe you should fear a little. 
There’s nuclear meltdown in Lazarus’s outra- 
geous and carefully calculated comedy, which 
is well directed by Wesley Savick. (He ap- 
pears to have become the BPT’s resident di- 
rector, and for good reason.) 

Katherine (Helen McElwain at her wittiest 
wits’ end) is a 33-year-old single therapist 


‘who’s adopting. Her parents would prefer she 


bring news of a husband, especially when they 
learn that the boy she’s about to take in (Bar- 
low Adamson) is an older man. But then 
Mother (Nancy E. Carroll, languishing like 
Jackie O. impersonating Bette Davis) takes a 
liking to the adoptee and a family affair of 
scandalous proportions arises. The branches of 
the play’s family tree grow gnarly as impotent 
fathers, horny moms, long-forgotten sperm- 
bank donations, ex-boyfriends with identical 
last names, and a lesbian sister desperate to 
conceive with her partner fertilize the soil. One 


. imagines that Lazarus had to use a genealogi- 


cal diagram while she was writing, one more 
complex than a corporate flow chart. 

Matter Familias’s warped maternal instincts 
are nurtured on Richard Chambers’s hilarious 
set where baby dolls push against and 
through lycra walls. You can only hope the 
suspended tykes never make it into the de- 
mented grip of Lazarus’s imagined clan. & 
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Who’s Afraid 
of the Virgin Mary? 

By Ryan Landry. Directed by James P. Byrne. Set by 
Prof. Windsor Newton. Costumes by LT Lisa Simpson. 
Technical wizardry by Dr. Jen Bird. With Larry Coen, 
Ryan Landry, Chris Loftus, and Scott Martino. 
Presented by Gold Dust Orphans at Machine 
through December 23. 














ho’s afraid of Edward Albee? Obviously 
W not Ryan Landry, who borrows gleefully 

from the famously bowdlerization- 
averse dramatist for his booze- and revelation- 
soaked holiday orgy of sacrilege, Who’s Afraid 
of the Virgin Mary? It’s the shank of the 
evening in Bethlehem as the title character and 
her perpetually outshone husband, Joseph, re- 
turn home from midnight Mass — just another 
ecclesiastical equivalent of an autograph sign- 
ing for the BVM. “What a dump!” she declaims 
in echo of Albee’s braying Martha — and she 
might be describing the couple’s digs, still the 
Bethlehem stable where Mary gave birth these 
2000 years ago and where brayir rights are 
now shared with a donkey and the 
digs themselves with an assortment 
of barnyard friends including an ox, 
not a few chickens, and a feisty pig, 
all rendered at the Ramrod Center 
for the Arts like two-dimensional 
denizens of a picture book, their 
human companions looming larger 
— and louder — than life in the 
space off the bar at Machine. 

Mary, it seems, has invited a 
younger couple over for a nightcap, 
and when Nick and Honey Kringle ar- 
rive — he still lanky at 33 in his fur- 
trimmed red suit and she showing a 
lot of leg in her skimpier variation on 
the Santa theme — the wine comes 
out and the gloves come off. Spiritual 
dukes it out with material as the 
North Pole wrestles the Holy Land for 
control of the holiday that made the 
hostess famous and Mary and Joseph 
head toward the evening’s final ugly 
“game,” which will dismantle Christ- 
ian theology at its root. It’s an auda- 
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and low-rent theatrics. (Particularly 
memorable is the puppet accompani- 
ment to Mary’s misty-eyed remem- 
brance of the virgin birth, which is 
presided over by a Barbie angel.) 
The borrowing from Albee is in 
fact such that the Orphans had better hope the 
wind wafting from their stable does not blow 
his way. (“How rustic,” croons Honey upon ar- 
rival, “Is it a manger?” “Actually,” replies 
Joseph, “it’s a créche.”) What’s surprising is 
how naturally Albee’s frame, with its marathon 
fisticuffs of flirtation and recrimination, suits 
Landry’s Biblical — and, of course, bibulous — 





















23 Dry Dock Ave. decoration. Not even “I Saw Mommy Kissing 
Boston, MA 02210 Santa Clause” envisioned Mommy as the moth- 
I-99 AG er of — as Mel Gibson would say — the Christ, 
WNL Cameras COM +1 but it works. And that reminds me: do not 


send Gibson tickets to this show. Landry might 
like to cast him as the hunky Nick, but chances 
are that, if drafted, he would not serve. 

Those familiar with Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
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Albee home 
for Xmas 


The Gold Dust Orphans take Bethlehem 
BY CAROLYN CLAY 


Woolf? will recognize dialogue lifted wholesale 
and realize, of course, down what dangerous 
theological roads the campy anti-canonical 
romp is going. But with the “jealous old bog” 
of a Joseph stomping around in his sandals, 
Mary slipping into “something more comfort- 
able” that turns out to be her Catholic school- 
girl uniform, the gayer than merry Nick reveal- 
ing a childhood that involved being discovered 
on an ice floe by penguins and reared by elves 
who awakened his sexuality in a hollow tree, 
and Honey nervously sucking up the Carlo 
Rossi as her husband-of-convenience reveals 
that she “likes to watch,” the journey toward 
the play’s almost touching coda of peace and 
purgation is pretty hilarious. 

Like all of Landry’s Orphans outings, this 
one revels in its winking, deliberate ama- 
teurism: the exaggerated sneers and insults, 
the cheesy scenic and sound effects;the 
sheer bigness of the performances amid the 
cartoon tableaux. But the bravura vaudeville 
is well paced by director James P. Byrne and 
vividly pulled off by the play’s cast of four 
(there is a brief intrusion by a do-gooder 
from A Christmas Carol soliciting a Scrooge- 





ANNUNCIATION? Ryan Landry and Larry Coen await 
the Word from Edward Albee. 


like Joseph for a donation), all veterans of 
last spring’s even funnier Pussy on the House. 
Landry, whose Mary “wears the robes in the 
family,” is rouged and bewigged in braided 
silver as the BVM, slouching about her hum- 
ble Middle Eastern surrounds dike some eye- 
lash-batting steamrolling vamp locked in 
mortal combat with Larry Coen’s seething 
Joseph. As the visiting “pagans” whose wait- 
ing sleigh is routinely pilfered for holiday 
booty, Chris Loftus plays gay Santa as 
straight man and Scott Martino brings a 
clownish poignancy to the hesitant Honey. If 
lightning doesn’t strike it, the season’s most 
outré holiday entertainment runs until two 
days shy of the imaginary son’s birthday. 
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@ AS TOLD ON THE CORNER. E!- 
liot Norton Award-winning actor Vin- 
cent Siders directs an evening of 
‘Atroxentric (Afro-eccentric) theater.” 
On the bill are John Adekoje’s Love 
Jones, which “finds a young man pro- 
fessing his bittersweet love for an un- 
known woman only to surprise you in 
the end,” and Feeding Time, “a play 
about a black cop in search of quench- 
ing his ultimate appetite — the thirst 
for a well-made burger,” along with 
Mwalim *7’s Not Even in Death, which 
‘explores the strange relationship be- 
tween a young man and a ghost 
brought together by an ouija board,” 
The Sleep-Over, which “explores what 
happens when four 13-year-old boys 
with high IQs have a sleepover,” and 
Working Things Out, “a comedy about 
a young writer named Oliver and his 
journey through a relationship with 
Janet.’ ” Presented by the New African 
Company at the National Center for 
Afro-American Artists, 300 Walnut Av- 
enue, Roxbury (617-541-1036), De- 
cember 10 through 12. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and at 
3 p.m. on Sunday Suggested donation 
$15; proceeds to benefit the New 
African Company. 

@ BIG DIG . . . THE END OF AN 
ERROR! Improv Asylum takes on our 
collective tax and traffic albatross in 
this improv- and sketch-comedy revue 
At Improv Asylum, 216 Hanover 
Street, Boston (617-263-6887), 
indefinitely. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday, at 9 p.m. on 
Friday, and at 8 and 10 p.m. on Satur- 
day. Tix $15 to $20 

@ BLUE MAN GROUP. It would be 
difficult and unfair to try to catalogue 
all the antics of the Drama Desk 
Award-winning trio of cobalt-painted 
bald pates who have settled into long 
runs Off Broadway and at the Charles 
Playhouse. They begin their delightful 
and deafening evening of anti-per- 
formance art beating drums that are 
also deep buckets of paint, so that 
sprays of color jump from the instru- 
ments like breaking surf, and end by 
engulfing the spectators in tangles of 
toilet paper. And the Blue Men have 
lately advertised new “twists and 
turns,” including a piece on the state of 
world rock and one set in an Internet 
café. At the Charles Playhouse, 74 War- 
renton Street, Boston (617-426-6912), 
indefinitely. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tues- 
day through Thursday, at 7 p.m. on Fri- 
day, at 4, 7, and 10 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 2 and 5 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $46 
to $56; $21.75 obstructed-view seat- 
ing, available at the box office and 
Boston day of performance. 

@ BOSTON TEA PARTY RE-EN- 
ACTMENT. Newsman Jack Williams 
hosts this 231st-anniversary re-enact- 
ment of the early act of civil disobedi- 
ence that led to the American Revolu- 
tion (and, probably, Starbucks). It runs 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Old South 
Meeting House, 310 Washington 
Street, Boston (617-482-6439), De- 
cember 12. Tix $5; free to patrons 
wearing traditional colonial attire. 

@ BURN THIS. The Huntington The- 
atre Company revival of Pulitzer win- 
ner Lanford Wilson’s 1987 drama is 
sparked by an electrifying performance 
by Michael T. Weiss, whose Pale is a 
coked-up lit match of a New Jersey 
restaurant manager. Pale is brought 
into an unlikely but combustible ro- 
mance with downtown New York cho- 
reographer Anna following the death 
of a gay male dancer who was his 
younger brother and her terpsichorean 
partner and inspiration. In 1987, the 
subtext for the play, in which mourning 
triggers a powerful sexual and creative 
response, was the AIDS crisis; now it’s 
September 11. The overlong four-han- 
der is artfully written but turns senti- 
mental toward the end, its mismatched 
lovers crying into each other’s hair and 
seeming about to go pick out china to- 
gether. But it’s handsomely turned out 
and generally well acted at the Hunt- 
ington, with Weiss’s raging Pale a force 
of nature. At the Boston University 
Theatre, 264 Huntington Avenue, 
Boston (617-266-0800), through De- 
cember 12. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 2 and 
8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $14 to $69 

@ A CHRISTMAS CAROL. Trinity 
Repertory Company initiates the 
annual attack of the killer Scrooges, 
fielding. two casts in a cornucopia of 
performances of the Adrian Hall/ 
Richard Cumming adaptation. Bonus: 
Scrooge actually takes off on his noc- 
turnal journey toward redemption, like 


a malevolent old Peter Pan. Mark 
Sutch directs. Stephen Berenson and 
Cynthia Strickland are the Scrooges of 
two separate companies. Also in the 
casts this year are Boston-area favorites 
Diego Arciniegas, Susanne Nitter, and 
Robert Saoud. At Trinity Repertory 
Company, 201 Washington Street, 
Providence, Rhode Island (401-351- 
4242), through December 27. Perfor- 
mance times vary. Tix $28 to $50; dis- 
counts for seniors and the disabled. 
Stoneham Theatre offers director 
Robert Jay Cronin’s adaptation of Dick- 
ens’s tale of a skinflint cruising toward 
conversion; Dale Place is Scrooge. At 
Stoneham Theatre, 395 Main Street, 
Stoneham (781-279-2200), through 
December 23. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday (December 21 only), 
Wednesday, and Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 1 and 5 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$32; $27 for seniors; $16 for students. 
Hartford Stage presents its adapta- 
tion by artistic director Michael Wilson 
(who also directs), which is described 
as “a Victorian Christmas card come to 
life,” at Hartford Stage, 50 Church 
Street, Hartford, Connecticut (860- 
527-5151), through December 26. 
Curtain is at 7 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday (with 2 p.m. matinees Decem- 
ber 21, 23, and 24), at 11 a.m. and 2 
and 7 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 and 
7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $25 to $55; dis- 
counts for children 

@ THE CHRISTMAS REVELS. Di- 
rected by Patrick Swanson, with musi- 
cal direction by George Emlen, the 
2004 edition of this annual celebration 
of the Winter Solstice is “a tribute to 
our friends up North,” featuring 
Québecois music and the dance troupe 
Danse Cadence, Le Choeur du Noel, 
and the Québecois Kids, along with 
local favorites David Coffin, the 
Pinewoods Morris Men, and the Cam- 
bridge Symphonic Brass Ensemble. At 
Harvard University’s Sanders Theatre, 
45 Quincy Street, Cambridge (617- 
496-2222), December 10 through 28. 
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Monday 
(December 27 only), Tuesday (Decem- 
ber 21 only), Wednesday (December 
22 only), and Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday (no performance December 24), 
at 3 and 8 p.m. on Saturday (no per- 
formance December 25), and at 1 and 
5 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $20 to $42; $12 
to $32 for children under 12. 

@ EMBEDDED. Northeastern Univer- 
sity hosts the Los Angeles-based the 
Actors’ Gang in writer/director/movie 
star Tim Robbins’s satire “about the 
madness surrounding troops in a 
Mideast conflict.” The show, which 
“takes audiences inside the relationship 
between the media and government 
and the practice of being ‘embedded,’ ” 
features “a sextet of grotesquely 
masked president’s men” with names 
like Wolfy and Rum Rum. The music is 
by the Clash. Robbins does not appear 
in the play. At Blackman Theatre, 
Northeastern University campus, 360 
Huntington Avenue, Boston (617-373- 
2247), December 9 and 10. Curtain is 
at 8 p.m. Tix $25; $20 for seniors and 
students. 

@ ENCORE! Boston-based Chamber 
Repertory Theatre, which mounts tour- 
ing productions of stage adaptations of 
classic short stories for student and 
other audiences, makes a home-town 
stop. On the program are Edgar Allan 
Poe’s The Tell Tale Heart, Washington 
Irving’s The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, 
WW. Jacobs’s The Monkey’s Paw, Guy 
de Maupassant’s The Necklace, and 
Mark Twain's The Celebrated Jumping 
Frog of Calaveras County. At John Han- 
cock Hall, 180 Berkeley Street, Boston 
(617-542-9155), December 14 and 15, 
and at Berklee Performance Center, 
136 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston, 
December 21, 22, and 23. Curtain is at 
10:30 a.m. Tix $13.95. 

@ AN EVENING WITH ISRAEL 
HOROVITZ. Alarm Clock Theatre 
Company offers two early one-acts by 
the prolific playwright, both first pre- 
sented in 1968: the Obie-winning The 
Indian Wants the Bronx (which intro- 
duced Al Pacino) is a taut trip toward 
inevitable violence in which a couple of 
punks torment a Hindu gentleman on 
a New York street corner, and It’s Called 
the Sugar Plum is a romantic two-han- 
der between a college student and the 
fiancée of a guy he just ran over. At the 
Boston Center for the Arts, 539 
Tremont Street, Boston (617-933- 
8600), through December 19. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday 
and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $15; $12 
for seniors and students. 


play@pplay 


COMPILED BY CAROLYN CLAY 


@ FULLY COMMITTED. Lyric Stage 
Company artistic director Spiro Velou- 
dos pairs Becky Mode's delirious one- 
man show about an out-of-work actor 
manning the reservations line at an in- 
demand Manhattan eatery with never- 
out-of-work actor John Kuntz, who 
plays more than 40 characters, includ- 
ing the restaurant’s imperious but inse- 
cure chef, its snooty French maitre d’, 
and folks from the Upper East Side to 
the Mafia who are desperate to book a 
table. Veloudos directs the amusing 
production, in which Kuntz channels all 





by Sally Cragin 


0 ne theatrical form 
that showed massive 
commercial clout in the 
1990s was the non-nar- 
rative musical show. 
Stomp, Riverdance, and 
their spinoffs all offered 
attractive young people 
enslaved to rollicking 
rhythms and melodies. 
Save Michael Flatley, 
these are shows without 


est of the students.” 


are also fantastic dancers.” 


to the Wilbur box office. 
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String theory 


Barrage fiddles its way to the Wilbur 


i 





stars, but they served up plenty of sound and spectacle, and 
over the decade they nourished avid audiences. 

Barrage, a Canadian-based outfit that'll make its Boston 
debut at the Wilbur Theatre this Tuesday with Vagabond Tales, 
is the latest twist on the genre: its young virtuoso violinists 
dance while playing inventively complex arrangements of popu- 
lar music. Executive producer Anthony Moore, who helped cre- 
ated Barrage in the mid '90s, explains that the group grew out 
of an educational program he and his partners were doing in 
Canada. “We were teachers and students of classical violin 
music, and we found that giving fiddle music at the end of a 
lesson, ‘Turkey in the Straw’ or something, really kept the inter- 


Toe tapping led to more complicated movement, and these 
days the young players in Barrage (the average age is 25) can 
bounce enormous exercise balls across the stage with their 
feet and still not miss a beat on their instruments. “It’s really 
a dance show as much as a violin show,” says Moore. “It’s 
fully choreographed, and there are magic tricks and some ac- 
robatics.” Locating performers who can combine fine motor 
precision with gross motor skills is, no surprise, a challenge. 
“We have quite a bit of luck finding fantastic violin players, 
but we don’t have a lot of luck finding fantastic players who 


The story line of Vagabond Tales centers on Gypsy musi- 
cians. “Every 10 years they choose a leader, so they have a 
competition,” says Moore. “This gives everyone a chance to 
show their skills.” And these appear to be substantial. Musi- 
cians joining Barrage can train for up to a year. “It’s a 
difficult show to master because it’s something that isn’t nat- 
ural. Some fiddlers might tap their feet, but there’s not any 
training that could be done before.” 

The current cast hails from Scotland, England, New Zealand, 
and western and central Canada. All the performers began play- 
ing at extremely young ages, and they're as likely to have pop 
credits as classical experience. It’s no surprise, then, that the 
Barrage menu is eclectic. Familiar genres like Celtic, bluegrass, 
and folk are explored alongside Middle and Near Eastern and 
Asian traditions. “Eleanor Rigby” was, according to Moore, “a 
natural” thanks to the original’s opening string quartet; so was 
“Live and Let Die,” which also has a swooping string section. 
But finding music that works for an unconventional orchestral 
line-up isn't easy. “The arrangements have to be really killer or 
you might get close to what you hear in an elevator sometimes.’ 
Yet despite the imposing chops of its performers, Barrage is “a 
very family show,” Moore concludes. “It’s enjoyed by kids who 
can get up and dance in the aisles because it’s got the element 
of live-concert appeal. And the older folks like it because it’s 
clean and because it shows young people doing something that 
requires effort and dedication and inspires young people, which 
is something old people like to see.” 

Barrage presents Vagabond Tales December 14 through 19 at 
the Wilbur Theatre, 246 Tremont Street in the Theater District. 
Tickets are $25.50 to $57.50; call (617) 931-ARTS or drop in 





his zaniness into the supernumeraries 
but offers a poignant take on the ha- 
rassed central character. At the Lyric 
Stage Company of Boston, 140 Claren- 
don Street, Boston (617-437-7172), 
through December 23. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday 
(with a 2 p.m. Wednesday matinee on 
December 22), at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 4 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $19 to $43; $10 student 
rush, 30 minutes prior to performance. 
@ THE HENRIAD. Providence’s Trini- 
ty Rep Company takes on its most am- 
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bitious project ever with this fiery 
three-evening staging of Shakespeare’s 
epic history of “fathers and sons, suc- 
cession and rebellion, and the responsi- 
bilities of patriotism and power” com- 
prising Richard II, Henry IV Part 1 and 
Part 2, and Henry V and English history 
from 1398 to 1420. Directed by three 
separate directors with an ensemble 
that continues from play to play, the 
productions are distinct yet connected, 
with Kevin Moriarty helming an affect- 
ing Richard II rife with religious allu- 
sion, Amanda Dehnert turning the 
conflated Henry IV plays into a roister- 
ing barnstorm, and artistic director 
Oskar Eustis offering a pointed mod- 
ern-dress rendering of Henry V in 
which a sincere if questionably coun- 
seled Harry memorably rallies his 
troops to a dubiously justified war he 


believes God has ordained. In repertory | 


at Trinity Repertory Company, 201 
Washington Street, Providence (401- 
351-4242), through December 19. 
Curtain is at 7 p.m. on Tuesday and 


| Wednesday, at 8 p.m. on Thursday and 


Friday, at 2 p.m. (December 18 only, 
for Henry V) and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 


and at 2 p.m. (December 12 for Henry | 


IV, December 19 for Henry V) and 
7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $28 to $50. 


| @ HOW TO SUCCEED IN BUSI- 


NESS WITHOUT REALLY TRYING. 
MIT’s Musical Theatre Guild presents 
the Pulitzer-winning 1961 musical 
satire of the world of Big Business in 
which the hapless J. Pierpont Finch 
works his way up from window washer 
to chairman of the board, all while 
singing songs by Frank Loesser. The 
book is by Abe Burrows, Jack Wein- 
stock, and Willie Gilbert. At La Sala de 
Puerto Rico, on the second floor of the 
Stratton Student Center, 84 Massachu- 
setts Avenue; Cambridge (617-253- 
6294), through December 11. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday. 
Tix $10; $8 for MIT community, sen- 
iors, and students from other schools; 
$6 for MIT/Wellesley students. 


@ I’M AWAY FROM MY DESK | 
| educator Meira Goldberg. At the Jorge 


RIGHT NOW: AN INDIE PLAY. 
Whimsical Rough & Tumble Theatre 
presents a collection of “odd stories set 
in the surreal world of the office” 


| “scripted by William (Backwater: A 


Movie Play) Donnelly. At Hall A in the 
Stanford Calderwood Pavilion at the 
Boston Center for the Arts, 527 
Tremont Street, Boston (617-933- 
8600), through December 18. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday 
and at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $12 to 
$15. (Liza Weisstuch’s review is on 
page 15.) 


| @ JOHNNY GUITAR: THE MUSI- | 
| of the sight gags are great. Just don’t go 
| expecting The Vagina Monologues. At 
| the Stuart Street Playhouse, 200 Stuart 


CAL. SpeakEasy Stage Company pres- 
ents the Boston premiere of this 2003 
New York hit, winner of the Outer Crit- 


ics Circle Award for Best Off-Broadway | 


Musical. Paul Daigneault directs the 
send-up, with book by Nicholas van 


Hoogstraten and music and lyrics by | 
Martin Silvestri and Joel Higgins, of 
| Night Out” groups of 10 or more. 


the 1954 Nicholas Ray movie Western 
that pitted manly yet sultry saloon pro- 
prietress Joan Crawford against sexual- 
ly repressed bank owner Mercedes Mc- 
Cambridge in a frontier town that was- 
n't big enough for both of them. 
SpeakEasy’s diminutive Kathy St. 
George is a sort of pre-sanforized 
Crawford, right down to the tightly 
curled coif, shoulders-back-and- 
breasts-out stance, and nostril-flaring, 
slightly maniacal stone-Joan counte- 
nance. Backed by red skies and sur- 
rounded by cartoon mesas, the show’s 
not weighty, but it is a hoot. At the 
Nancy and Edward Roberts Studio 


| Theatre in the Stanford Calderwood 


Pavilion at the Boston Center for the 
Arts, 527 Tremont Street, Boston (617- 
933-8600), through December 18. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on Sat- 
urday, and at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$35 to $40; $20 student rush. 

@ LIES, HALF TRUTHS AND THE 
AMERICAN WAY. This new show is 
“an improvisational and sketch-come- 
dy revue that asks the questions: does 
anyone tell the truth anymore, and 
does anyone take the blame?” Featured 
is a “prison duet” for Stewart and Sad- 
dam Hussein; other scenes are inspired 
by audience suggestions. At Improv 
Asylum, 216 Hanover Street, Boston 
(617-263-6887), indefinitely. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day and at 8 and 10 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday. Tix $15 to $20. 


| @ THE LION KING. The eagerly 


awaited arrival in Boston of the Tony- 
winning 1997 Broadway musical built 


| by director/designer Julie Taymor on 


Disney’s 1994 animated film about a 
prodigal Hamlet with fur lives up to its 
hype. Local girl turned theater goddess 
Taymor turns the likable coming-of-age 
cartoon about a princely lion cub 
tricked into exile and returning to 
claim his rightful place into a graceful, 
percussive, multicultural pageant with 
songs by South African composer Lebo 
M added to those of Elton John and 
Tim Rice, regal masks and puppets 
melded to humans, and stunning 
though simple effects, many of them 
inspired by Asian theater. There is a 
disconnect between Taymor’s contribu- 
tion and Disney’s, so that sometimes 
the show seems like a slicing and dic- 
ing of primal exotica and cute cartoon. 
But the celebratory and moving open- 
ing number alone, with its parade of 
imaginatively conceived animals waft- 
ing down the aisles and onto the stage, 
is worth the price of admission. This is 
one show to be enjoyed by adults and 


| cubs alike. At the Opera House, 539 
| Washington Street, Boston (617-931- 


ARTS), through February 20. Curtain is 


| at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thurs- 
| day (with 2 p.m. matinees on Thurs- 


day December 23, Friday December 
31, and Wednesday February 16), at 
8 p.m. on Friday (no performance De- 


| cember 24), at 2 p.m. (no performance 


December 25) and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 1 and 6:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$22.50 to $87.50, $27.50 to $97.50 
the week of December 28—January 2. 

@ MATTER FAMILIAS. Wesley Sav- 
ick directs this new comedy by Ginger 
Lazarus. At Boston Playwrights’ The- 
atre, 949 Commonwealth Avenue, 
Boston (617-358-PLAY), through De- 
cember 19. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday and Sat- 
urday, and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 


| $22; $15 for seniors and students. 


(Liza Weisstuch’s review is on page 
15.) 


| ™@ LA MEIRA: AL COMPAS DEL 


FLAMENCO. Café Teatro Latino Per- 
formance Series presents acclaimed 
Flamenco dancer, choreographer, and 


Hernandez Cultural Center at La Casa 
de la Cultura, 85 West Newton Street, 
Boston (617-927-1730), December 17 
and 18. Curtain is at 8 p.m.; doors 
open at 7 p.m. Tix $20. 

@ MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL. 
Jennie Linders’s hit Off Broadway mu- 


| sical, which “relyricizes” tunes from the 


’60s and ’70s to create a parodic paean 
to a familiar checklist of aprés-40 con- 


| cerns of the distaff set, is another critic- 


proof show that nonetheless takes the 
easy way out at every opportunity. 
Still, the Boston cast is zippy, and a few 


Street, Boston (800-447-7400), 
indefinitely. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tues- 


| day through Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on 


Saturday, and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$42.50, $38.25 for seniors and “Girls’ 


@ NOISES OFF. Sid Friedman directs 
this Boston University School of The- 


| ater Arts production of Michael Frayn’s 


masterfully calibrated backstage farce, 
which follows a third-rate touring com- 
pany of a British sex farce as it comes 
apart on the road. Faculty members 
Bill Young and Nina Pleasants are in 
the cast. At the Virginia Wimberly The- 
atre in the Stanford Calderwood Pavil- 
ion at the Boston Center for the Arts, 
527 Tremont Street, Boston (617-933- 
8600), through December 19. Curtain 
is at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, 
at 2 p.m. (December 18 only) and 
7:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $10; $8 for seniors and 
BU alumni and students; free with BU 
ID at the door, day of performance, 
subject to availability. 

@ OVATION! Boston-based Chamber 
Repertory Theatre, which tours the 
country performing stage adaptations 
of classic short stories for student audi- 
ences and others, makes a home stop 
with a program that includes Edgar 
Allan Poe’s The Cask of Amontillado 
and The Black Cat, Saki’s The Open 
Window, Roald Dahl's Lamb to the 
Slaughter, and O. Henry’s A Retrieved 
Reformation. At John Hancock Hall, 
180 Berkeley Street, Boston (617-542- 
9155), December 10 and 17. Curtain is 
at 10:30 a.m. Tix $13.95. 

@ PERMANENT COLLECTION. 
Adam Zahler directs the well-per- 
formed New England premiere of 
Thomas (Bee-Luther-Hatchee) Gib- 


| bons’s play, which is loosely based on 


actual events at the Barnes Foundation 
Continued on page 20 
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™ December 10 - 28 


Sanders Theatre 
Cambridge 


Call 617-496-2222 
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SHEAR 
MADNESS 


Boston's Hilarious Whodunit 
Now in its 25th smash year! 
Tuesdays - Fridays at 8pm 
Saturdays at 6:30 and 9:30pm 
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For tickets call: 
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Jounny Gui 
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Wed — Fri at 8PM; 
Sat at 4PM & 8PM; Sun. at 3PM 


Calderwood Pavilion at the BCA 


527 Tremont Street, Boston 


Tix/info: 617-933-8600 
www. BostonTheatreScene. com 


OFF BROADWAY 


Presents 


THE DING HO REUNION 


25 Years of the Best of Boston Comedy 
Sponsored by WZLX 100.7 FM 
Through Dec. 19 
8 Shows Left & 8 Different Lineups! 

All Shows Hosted by Jimmy Tingle 
THIS WEEK: 


a Barry Crimmins (1 2/9-12/12), Jack Gallagher (1 2/9-1 2/12) 


Don Gavin (12/9), Kenny Rogerson (12/9) 
Brian Kiley (12/10 & 12/11), Tony V (12/10) 
Bob Seibel (12/12), and Bob & Ron (12/12) 
plus special surprise guests! 
Upcoming Performances Include: 
Chance Langton - Jim Morris - Tom Gilmore 
Martin Olson (on piano) - Fran Solomita 
& many other special guests! 


Student Discounts 1/2 Price 
Jimmy Tingle’s OFF BROADWAY Theater 


255 Elm St. Davis Sq. Somerville 
617-591-1616 or www. omatenbeceanne % com 
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Messiah 


Enjoy Boston's Favorite Holiday Tradition, 
including the rousing "Hallelujah Chorus" 
and the inspiring "Amen." 


John Finney conducts 
the Handel and Haydn Society Chorus 
and Period-Instrument Orchestra. 


Fri. Dec 10 at 7.30pm 
Sun. Dec 11 at 3.00pm 


Symphony Hall, 
Boston 


Tickets: $30-$77 
ORDER TODAY! 


617 266 3605 


www. handelandhaydn. org , 
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in Merion, Pennsylvania, where allega- 
tions of racism led to lawsuits that left 
the institution financially strapped. In 
Gibbons’s play, an African-American 
CEO takes over the Morris Foundation, 
a shrine to the Impressionist giants 
built in a wealthy white suburb by a 
collector who also revered African art 
but relegated priceless and empower- 
ing pieces of it to storage. The new 
honcho’s plan to give it more promi- 
nent position would require an amend- 
ment of the by-laws and puts him into 
conflict with the museum’s white direc- 
tor of education. The play is talky and 
schematic, but it bravely addresses 
touchy issues regarding who chooses 
what goes up on museum walls and on 
what basis: collector’s wishes, art-es- 
tablishment judgments, political cor- 
rectness or personal response? Under 
Adam Zahler’s direction, Clark Jack- 
son, as the media-savvy CEO, and Ben- 
jamin Evett, as the more naive art 
scholar, both give complex perform- 
ances that acknowledge the convic- 
tions and the flaws of their characters. 
At New Repertory Theatre, 54 Lincoln 
Street, Newton Highlands (617-332- 
1646), through December 12. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, at 
4:30 and 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $30 to $48; $28 
to $33 for matinees 

@ PICNIC. Courtney O'Connor directs 
this Emerson Stage production of 
William Inge’s 1953 Pulitzer Prize win 

ner, in which we see what happens to a 
Y small Kansas town when a handsome 
“a ha hermes young stranger takes his shirt off. At 
DECEMBER 22 the Semel Theater in the Tufte Perfor- 
mance & Production Center, 10 Boyl- 
ston Place, Boston (617-824-8369), 
through December 11. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday and at 
2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $14; $7 
for Emerson community. 

@ THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE. 
Harvard-Radcliffe Gilbert and Sullivan 
Players tackle the G&S operetta about 
a reluctant pirate and his lady love, the 
daughter of the very model of a mod- 
ern Major-General. At Agassiz Theater, 
10 Garden Street, Harvard Square, 
Cambridge (617-496-2222), through 
December 11. Curtain is at 8 p.m 
Thursday through Saturday. Tix $10 to 
$12; $6 to $8 for seniors, students, and 
children; $4 for students on Thursday. 

@ THE PRICE. Merrimack Repertory 
Theatre revives Arthur Miller's 1968 
drama, in which a couple of estranged 
brothers meet to sell off the posses- 
sions of their late father, a businessman 
who lost his money during the Depres- 
sion, and go through some old baggage 
involving loyalty versus ambition. An 
octogenarian, aphorism-spurting Jew- 
ish furniture appraiser is there to price 
the goods and act as catalyst. Artistic 
director Charles Towers is at the helm 
of the partially miscast production, 
which is less solid than the artfully con- 
structed if old-fashioned play. At Merri- 
mack Repertory Theatre, 50 East Mer- 
rimack Street, Lowell (978-454-3926), 
through December 11. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday and at 
4:30 and 8:30 p.m. on Saturday. Tix 
$26 to $45. 

@ THE PROVOK’D WIFE. British di- 
rector Mark Wing-Davey is at the helm 
of this American Repertory Theatre 
staging of Late Restoration playwright 
John Vanbrugh, who also invented the 
English Baroque style of architecture 
and designed Blenheim Palace and 
Castle Howard. At the Loeb Drama 
Center, 64 Brattle Street, Cambridge 
(617-547-8300), through December 
26. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday, 
at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 
and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $12 to 
$72. (Carolyn Clay’s review is on page 
15.) 

@ PYGMALION. The Longwood Play- 
ers present My Fair Lady for the tone 
deaf — also known as the play by 
George Bernard Shaw. At the Cam- 
bridge YMCA Theatre, 820 Massachu- 
setts Avenue, Cambridge (866-811- 
4111), through December 11. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday 
and at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday. Tix 
$16; $14 for seniors and students. 

@ RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS SPEC- 
TACULAR. Move over Nutcracker, the 
Rockettes are coming to town. At the 
Wang Theatre, 270 Tremont Street, 
Boston (800-447-7400), through De- 
cember 31. Performance times vary; a 
complete schedule is available at 
www.wangcenter.org. Tix $18.50 to 
$74.50. (Jeffrey Gantz’s review is on 
page 22.) 
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@ SANTALAND DIARIES. Theatre- 
Zone steps up to the plate to provide 
an acerb counterpart to all those 
Christmas Carols in David Sedaris’s 
wicked account of his experiences as a 
discontented elf at Macy’s in Manhat- 
tan. Rodney Raftery, whose pertinent 
credits include playing a nutcracker at 
Santaland in the Dedham Mall, plays 
the crumbling Crumpet. At Chelsea 
Theatre Works, 189 Winnisimmet 
Street, Chelsea (617-887-2336), 
through December 26. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday (no Fri- 
day performance December 24), at 
8 p.m. (December 11 and 18) or 7 p.m. 
(December 25) on Saturday, and at 
7 p.m. on Sunday (no performance De- 
cember 12). Tix $18 at the door; $15 
in advance; $12 at the door, $10 in ad- 
vance on Thursday. 
@ SHEAR MADNESS. The dramatis 
personae of the audience-participation 
whodunit (which is now the longest- 
running non-musical in American the- 
ater history) continue to comb New- 
bury Street for the murderer of a classi- 
cal pianist who lived over the unisex 
hair salon where the show is set. At the 
Charles Playhouse Stage II, 74 Warren- 
ton Street, Boston (617-426-5225), 
indefinitely. Curtain is at 5 and 8 p.m. 
on Tuesday, at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, at 6:30 and 9:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 3 and 7:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $34. 
@ SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL. ‘That 
senior citizen of children’s theater and 
early nurturer of Julie Taymor, Boston 
Children’s Theatre, presents the Broad- 
way musical by the Ragtime team of 
Lynn Ahrens and Steven Flaherty that 
conflates several Dr. Seuss stories, 
bringing together Horton the Elephant, 
the Grinch, Gertrude McFuzz, Mayzie 
LaBird, and the Cat in the Hat in an un- 
likely inter-species romance. Patricia 
M. Gleeson directs, with musical direc- 
tion by Jonathan Goldberg. The cast 
ranges in age from 8 to 17. At Suffolk 
University’s C. Walsh Theatre, 55 Tem- 
ple Street, Boston (617-424-6634), De- 
cember 11 through 30. Curtain is at 
2 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday and 
December 27 through 30. Tix $10 to 
9 
@ SUPER PUPPET-O-RAMA EX- 
TRAVAFGANZA. The undergraduate 
and graduate students of Emerson Col- 
lege’s Puppet Workshop premiere “new 
works for hand puppets, shadow pup- 
pets, and object theater on a variety of 
stages and in an assortment of enter- 
taining forms.” Promised are “a celebri- 
ty poet death match between Edgar 
Allan Poe and Maya Angelou,” “a 
vegan manifesto performed by pigs,” 
“the Donald Rumsfeld Cantastoria,” 
and much, much more. At the Puppet 
Showplace Theater, 32 Station Street, 
Brookline (617-497-9889 or 617-599- 
3250), December 17 and 18. Curtain is 
at 8 p.m. Free and open to the public. 
@ TEA AT FIVE. Kate Mulgrew, a/k/a 
Captain Janeway of Star Trek fame, re- 
turns to the area in her second-best- 
known guise, as Katharine Hepburn in 
Matthew Lombardo’s play, which tunes 
in on La Hepburn at her home in Fen- 
wick, Connecticut, first when the bur- 
geoning movie star has returned home 
after being declared “box-office poison” 
in the 1930s, then in the ’80s, when 
the aging, irascible star is recovering 
from injuries incurred in a car accident. 
Mulgrew does an uncanny imperson- 
ation of Hepburn at both stages of her 
life; her performance (which originat- 
ed at Hartford Stage and did a guest 
stint at American Repertory Theatre) is 
what makes the evening worthwhile. 
At the Shubert Theatre, 265 Tremont 
Street, Boston (800-447-7400), 


| through December 19. Curtain is at 


8 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, at 2 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 1 and 
7 p.m. on Sunday. 


| ll TENNIS SHOES AND A DRESS. 


Kristin Stennis, a cast member of The 
Lion King, performs this benefit show; 
all proceeds go to the Jean O. Williams 
Scholarship Foundation, which pro- 
vides financial aid to inner-city youth 
seeking to attend college. With the aid 
of Lion King colleagues Maia Moss and 
Kevin Boseman and other guest per- 
formers, Stennis takes us “on her 
quirky musical journey through her life 
so far,” including a love-hate relation- 
ship with high heels. She also talks 
about the influence of her grandmoth- 
er, for whose scholarship foundation 
she’s doing all this benefit singing and 
hoofing. At the Boston Center for the 
Arts, 539 Tremont Street, Boston (617- 
426-2749), December 13. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. Tix $20 


@ THEREMIN. Blue Cake Theatre 
Company presents this original work 
investigating the connection between 
Russian inventor Leon Theremin, who 
invented the instrument that bears his 
name and is considered the seed of 
electronic music, and troubled Beach 
Boy legend Brian Wilson, who incorpo- 
rated the sound of the theremin in 
some of rock-and-roll’s biggest hits. 
“Theremin explores the ties between 
these two men’s stories and takes the 
liberty of introducing them to one an- 
other.” At the Institute of Contempo- 
rary Art Theater, 955 Boylston Street, 
Boston (781-643-0277), December 16 
through 18. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday and Friday and at 2 and 
8 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $10; $5 for stu- 
dents with ID. 

@ TRAPS. The new ensemble Under- 
ground Stage performs a little-known 
work by Obie-winning British play- 
wright Caryl Churchill in which she 
“pushes the boundaries of theatrical 
form, merging past, present, and fu- 
ture” in an examination of “a high- 
minded experiment in communal liv- 
ing.” Ben Lambert directs. At the Piano 
Factory, 791 Tremont Avenue, Boston 
(617-931-2787), through December 
19. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday and at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $18; $15 for seniors and 
students. 

@ UNDER HER UMBRELLA. The 
young 11:11 Productions, formerly of 
Columbus, Ohio, enters its second 
Boston season with the world premiere 
of house playwright Brian Tuttle’s 
Boston-set drama. Actually, the play is 
set “in a beautiful home bathroom, 
covered in tile and paintings,” where a 
recently divorced woman advocating 
for an arts council and other characters 
“struggle to find a place where they 
feel safe in their own skin.” At the Ac- 
tors Workshop, 327 Summer Street, 
Boston (617-851-8321), through De- 
cember 18. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Fri- 
day and Saturday. Tix $15. 

@ VAGABOND TALES. The interna- 
tionally acclaimed musical troupe Bar- 
rage presents seven violinist/vocalists, 
one drummer, one bass player, one gui- 
tarist, and one percussionist in “an 
eclectic mix of music, song, and dance 
that vividly illustrates the adventures 
of a musical wanderer. The Vagabond’s 
story is one of enlightened freedom, 
self-discovery, and fun.” At the Wilbur 
Theatre, 246 Tremont Street, Boston 
(617-931-2787), December 14 
through 19. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday (Wednesday 
it’s at 7 p.m.) and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
on Saturday and Sunday. Tix $25.50 to 
$57.50. (Sally Cragin’s preview is on 
page 18.) 

@ THE VALUE OF NAMES. The 
Theatre Cooperative presents Jeffrey 
(Immoral Imperatives) Sweet's play 
about an aging, once-blacklisted Jew- 
ish actor whose daughter shows up at 
his cliffside Malibu home with the 
news that the guy who ratted him to 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee is about to direct her in a 
play. Eventually the man who named 
names also turns up, and both he and 
his victim air their cases in this 
provocative 1982 one-act that puts 
moral ambiguity into a situation where 
you don’t expect it. Lesley Chapman di- 
rects the engaging production. At the 
Theatre Cooperative, 277 Broadway, 
Somerville (617-625-1300 extension 
1), through December 11. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. Tix 
$20; $15 for seniors and students; $10 
for military personnel. 

@ WHO’S AFRAID OF THE VIR- 
GIN MARY? The “controversial holi- 
day classic” is back in all its sacrile- 
gious glory. At the Ramrod Center for 


| the Performing Arts in Machine, 


1256 Boylston Street, Boston (617- 
265-6222), through December 23. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday through December 
18 and Tuesday through Thursday 
December 21 through 23. Tix $25, 
cash only. (Carolyn Clay’s review is 
on page 16.) 

@ WHOSE WIFE IS IT ANYWAY? 
This Harvard University student pro- 
duction of British writer Ray Cooney’s 
political sex farce, which centers on a 
government minister trying to suppress 
a sex scandal, describes itself as “Yes, 
Minister meets Fawlty Towers.” At 
Winthrop House Junior Common 
Room, Mill Street, Harvard University 
campus, Cambridge (617-496-2222), 
through December 18. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday. Tix 
$20; $7 for students. 
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Festive nights 


The Nutcracker at the Colonial; Caitlin Corbett at MassArt 


BY MARCIA B. SIEGEL 


e all know that The Nutcrack- 

er ranks among the great 

Christmas symbols, but what 
is it about this ballet that people re- 
member and want to revisit? And 
does everybody treasure the same 
Nutcracker scenes as everybody 
else? These questions probably 
haunt the creators of new Nutcrack- 
er productions when they’re pon- 
dering what things they can change 
and what they dare to leave out. 
Boston Ballet turned the loss of its 
usual venue at the Wang Theatre 
into an opportunity when it moved 
its Nutcracker into the smaller Colo- 
nial for this holiday season. 

Artistic director Mikko Nissinen 
had a tricky situation on his hands. 
For the Colonial, the whole produc- 
tion had to be downsized, but one 
presumes it also had to be rel- 
atively low-budget, because 
next December, the show will 
go into the Opera House, a 
larger stage but not as large 
as the Wang. (Nothing is as 
large as the Wang.) Not only 
has the ballet been redesigned, it’s 
been tightened and streamlined the- 
atrically. The results are mixed, but 
for me the size of the theater was a 
tremendous asset to the company. 
The work actually seemed more spa- 
cious than it was before. 

The Wang has never done any- 
thing to enhance my appreciation of 
ballet dancing. Even if you can sit 
close enough to see more than 
shapes and lines, you cannot get 
close enough to make a visceral 
connection with the dancers, or 
they with you. The Colonial puts 
the audience in a much better rela- 
tionship to the stage — congenial if 
not quite intimate — and also to it- 
self. You bond with the other spec- 
tators in this space. You can see the 
whole orchestra and the balconies 
around you; you take in the per- 
formance on a collective level, not 
huddled in the darkness among far- 
away multitudes. 

There are spectacular moments of 
dancing in The Nutcracker. On 
Thursday night, Joel Prouty and his 
Russian cohort (Raul Salamanca 
and Jared Nelson) belted out split 
jumps and squatting pinwheels that 
could have been seen halfway 
across the Common. But there are 
also the individual qualities of three 
ballerinas to see, and the spatial co- 
ordination of the corps de ballet, 
the details of the mime, the stylistic 
refinements of the Chocolate (Span- 
ish) and Coffee (Arabian) dances. 






STRENGTHENING THE STORY: the 
Nutcracker that turns into a 

Prince takes Clara (here Victo- 
ria Robson) to the King- 
dom of the Sweets, so 
it makes sense for 
him to dance 
with Sugar 

Plum. 


You lose these in a mega-house. 

Of course, the dancers are more 
exposed here, and proximity works 
to advantage for some. I thought 
Romi Beppu as Dew Drop looked re- 
laxed and radiant. The Sugar Plum 
Fairy I saw, Lorna Feijéo, has plenty 
of confidence, but within her cus- 
tomary big, virtuosic dancing you 
could also see a lot of thoughtful 
play with rhythm and balance. The 
Snow Queen, Larissa Ponomarenko 
(with Nelson Madrigal as Snow 
King), used a lot of tension but 
achieved a perfect line. Feijdo’s 
partner, Carlos Molina, matched her 
extensions beautifully when they 
were together, but his solo looked 
unsteady. 

Nissinen has cut out a lot of 
busywork and clutter that the ballet 
had accumulated at the hands of 
many previous arrangers, and he’s 
strengthened the through-line. The 


For me, the size of the theater 


was a tremendous asset 
to the company. 


Nutcracker that turns into a Prince 
(Molina) takes Clara (Misa Kurana- 
ga) to the Kingdom of the Sweets, 
his home, so it makes sense for him 
to dance with Sugar Plum. And I 
liked the idea of having Drofel- 
meier (Gianni Di Marco) chaperon 
Clara as they watched the diver- 
tissements. 

I thought the production was less 
fortunate in its design elements. 
Walt Spangler’s sets looked like the 
inside of a Miami Beach hotel circa 
1950, just after the invention of 
plastic. With Pierre Lavoie’s sophis- 
ticated light-mixing effects, certain 
dark moments were really good: the 
baby mouse and the toys that flit 
through the gloom to introduce 
Clara’s dream, and the slow, sensu- 
ous twinings of Adriana Suarez and 
Mindaugas Bauzys in Coffee in a 
torrid dusk. 

But a lot of the time, the 
lighting called attention 
to itself without particu- 
larly enhancing the 
stage. Some of it 
looked inept — as 
when the giant 
plastic 
snowflakes { * 
threw giant 
plastic 
shadows 
onto the 
Snow Queen. 
Some of it just 
looked eccen- 
































tric — the bright steel-blue back- 
lighting that silhouetted Clara and 
Drofelmeier but also made phan- 
toms of Feij6o and Molina as they 
danced their pas de deux down- 
stage, or the follow spots that sin- 
gled out one dancer while his part- 
ners practically disappeared. 

I’m thinking this Nutcracker is 
transitional. It delivers most of my 
essential things — the dream, the 
snow, the music and the dancing — 
and the dramaturgy is improved. 
Perhaps the tackiness will be tem- 
porary. Too bad the theater can’t be 
permanent. 


AT TOWER AUDITORIUM at 
Massachusetts College of Art, 
Caitlin Corbett celebrated her 20th 
year of presenting dance in the 
Boston area. Corbett’s retrospective 
concert sampled older work and of- 
fered first performances of four new 
vm, pieces. There wasn’t as much 
change as you might suppose 
over this span of decades, 
but what came across to me 
was a temperament very 
close to traditional, insistent- 
ly reminding itself not to go 
there. 

Corbett’s thematic preoccupa- 
tions seem to center on an early- 
postmodern feminism: an inclusive 
and plainspoken approach to the 
idea of dancing, a respect for what 
bodies can do, an avoidance of 
going overboard with technical or 
emotional effects. The earliest ex- 
amples on the program adopted 
playful shock elements. In the solo 
Wigwam Ladies (1984), a 30-minute 
piece reduced to a quarter of its 
length for the occasion, Corbett ca- 
vorts in a white fur bra and a pink 
quilted ball-fringed wrap-around 
mini-skirt over BVD bottoms. Car 
Dance (1988) was represented by 
Ann Steuernagel’s video of Corbett 
rehearsing in a studio and later a 
parking lot for a choreographed en- 

semble of unmatching auto- 
mobiles. 

Even these zany exper- 
iments featured Corbett’s 
dance strengths: a gift for 
arranging formal group- 
ings of disparate ele- 

ments, and what became a 
vocabulary of idiosyn- 
cratic move- 
ments that 
could be 
assem- 
bled in 
any order 
and subject- 
ed to alter- 
ation, repetition, 
or reshaping 
within a choreo- 
graphic context. 
Through the ’90s 
and ’00s, Corbett 
has built group 
dances and 
solos from 
these mate- 
rials, each 





PUTTING THE AUDIENCE IN A BETTER RELATIONSHIP TO THE STAGE al- 





lows you to see the individual qualities of dancers like Misa Kuranaga 


and Mindaugas Bauzys. 


with its own subtle personality. 

The new Three Quartets, for six 
women working in consistent pairs, 
was set to parts of Michael Nyman’s 
minimalistic String Quartet No. 2. It 
could just as well have been called 
“Three Duets” or even “Four.” The 
piece began with a single duet; then 
two more women entered, and after 
a dance together, the first pair left. 
Corbett went on to explore the sim- 
ple question of entrances and exits, 
until the issue of who would appear 
and when became quite momen- 
tous. And then, with all the women 
using the same basic vocabulary, 
the dance proceeded into an intri- 
cate game of unison and non-uni- 
son patterns. 

Corbett’s movement lexicon com- 
prises slow falls and flingy jumping 
rotations, unadorned walking and 
small self-directed gestures. Often a 
person’s wayward arm or shoulder 
will pull her whole body into a 
pitched-forward lunge or a sensuous 
backbend. These moves are very 
clearly carved out of the space, and 
when groups separate into counter- 
point, you grasp the way they’re re- 
lated and different at the same time. 

In Oh, a new solo for Erin Koh, a 
woman sings the Stephen Foster 
song “Oh Susannah” on tape at an 
unusually slow tempo while Koh 
works with a different time sense, 
often jamming extra moves togeth- 
er into the bar. Every time the 
singer arrives at the refrain, Koh re- 
peats her own thematic phrase. 
Koh’s rhythmic variability made me 
realize that a lot of the other danc- 
ing in the concert had a sameness 
of phrasing — short, deliberate, and 
unstressed — that I guess is part of 
Corbett’s style too. 

Koh, and Corbett, who danced to- 
gether in Without Word (1998), 
came the closest to putting a per- 
sonal expressiveness into the move- 
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ment. But even they seemed deter- 
mined to suppress their own ten- 
dencies to interpret it. Moves that 
started with emphasis or unexpect- 
ed impetus would drain off into 
thin air or switch to a whole new 
idea rather than build into longer 
phrases or climaxes. 

It isn’t that the dancers don’t let 
loose — they do in Three Quartets 
and Rain (2003). But only for 
short bursts, and always with 
fiercely non-committal looks on 
their faces. If the movement does- 
n't muffle itself this way, Corbett’s 
designs and accompaniments do. 
Rattling teacups overtake piano 
music. Powerful projected images 
of birds, underwater swimmers, 
and serene rooftops dwarf the live 
dancers. 

Corbett’s dance is most engaging, 
even endearing, when she goes all 
out with the idea that any person 
can be a dancer. For Slow Bird 
(2004), a grown-up woman, Shep- 
ley Metcalf, and her niece, fourth- 
grader Liliana Costa-Smith, perform 
a little gesture dance in unison. Ir- 
resistible. In Daisy Duet (1999), 
Keith Maddy and David Prum, two 
gentlemen of wildly differing 
physiques, work together, going 
from twinned unison to a single, 
tender lift, and end up lying down 
side by side. Dancer Kaela Lee and 
food professional Victor Tiernan 
trade lifts and falls in another pre- 
miere, Five or Six Things, suggesting 
and walking away from the idea of 
romantic love. ; 

The piece de resistance for peo- 
ple, Joycie’s Pie (1992), featured 12 
civilians who skipped forward and 
backward in a line, then continued 
into precision reels, squares, and 
circles. They all took their parts 
very seriously but with animated 
good spirits. Some of them even 
smiled. 8 
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Snow job; growing pains 


The Rockettes at the Wang, The Nutcracker at », the Colonial 


BY JEFFREY GANTZ 


Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular Starring 
the Rockettes 


Director and choreographer Linda 
Haberman. Musical director Mark 
Hummel. Sets by Patrick Fahey. Costumes 
by Gregg Barnes and Pete Menefee. 
Lighting by David Agress. Sound by Daniel 
Gerhard. Original music by Mark Hummel 
and Billy Strich. Book and original lyrics by 
Mark Waldrop. At the Wang Theatre 
through December 31. 


The Nutcracker 


Music by Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
Choreography by Mikko Nissinen. Sets by 
Walt Spangler. Lighting by Pierre Lavoie. 
Costumes by David Walker and Charles 

Heightchew. With the Boston Ballet 
Orchestra conducted by Jonathan McPhee 
and Mark Churchill. At the Colonial 
Theatre through December 31. 


y first encounter with the 
Rockettes was in 1958, on a 
high-school trip to see The 


Brothers Karamazov at Radio City. 
The movie, with Yul Brynner as 
Dmitri, Claire Bloom as Katerina, 
and, yes, William Shatner as Alexei, 
made a bigger impression; the Rock- 
ettes weren't so different from the 
June Taylor Dancers on The Jackie 
Gleason Show. My other visit to 
Radio City was in 1994, for The Lion 
King; the Rockettes were the high- 
kicking cutlery in “Be Our Guest,” 
from Beauty and the Beast. They 
were fun to watch, but it never oc- 
curred to me to go see their Radio 
City Christmas Spectacular Starring 
the Rockettes, or even wonder what 
was in it besides the Rockettes. 

Now a touring version of the 
Christmas Spectacular has come to 
Boston, replacing Boston Ballet’s Nut- 
cracker at the Wang Theatre, and the 
good news is that these touring 
“Rockettes” hold up their end. They 
open the show as Santa’s rein- 
deer in “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas”; clad in daffodil 
yellow, they tap their way 
through an extended “Twelve 
Days of Christmas” with some 
ethnic (Oriental, Scottish) 
variations; they do the trade- 
mark “Parade of the Wooden 
Soldiers”; wearing Santa tops, 
they emerge from a Checker taxicab 
for a “Happy Holidays” shopping 
medley; and as Santa’s rag dolls, in 
orange wigs with huge green bows, 
they play with blocks and serve up a 
petit can-can that concludes with the 
traditional down-the-line series of 
splits. Not everyone got down to the 
floor at one go, and in memory, at 
least, the 1958 Rockettes kicked a lit- 
tle higher and wiggled their fannies a 
little less. Tapping apart, these ladies 
do more strutting and shimmying 
than dancing, but their ensemble is 
worthy of Radio City. 

The bad news is that the rest of 
the show is dominated by a “hip” St. 
Nick who after his DOA “Santa’s 
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Gonna Rock and Roll” assures us, “I 
love Boston. The Freedom Trail. The 
lights on Newbury Street. And how 
about that early Christmas present, a 
world championship from the Red 
Sox!” He drones on about finding 
just the right present and making 
children’s dreams come true; he asks 
a simpering Mrs. Claus, “What are 
you doing New Year’s Eve?” The 
“original” music and lyrics for these 
segments make “We Need a Little 
Christmas” sound like the “Hallelu- 
jah” Chorus. We also get anonymous 
production numbers that look like 
those Miss America Pageant inter- 
ludes, all Technicolor costumes and 
smiles and by-the-numbers choreog- 
raphy. As for the little girl who’s “se- 
lected” to come up from the audi- 
ence and then turns into Clara in the 
Trockadero-silly Nutcracker parody, 
you don’t need to wonder whether 
she’s a plant — her name is in the 
program. The parody has its mo- 
ments: the Tea number done by 
three giant pandas in lime-green 
jackets and coolie hats with holes to 
accommodate their ears is the best 
non-Rockette moment in the show. 
The worst is the concluding “Living 
Nativity,” in which Middle Eastern 
potentates honor the infant Jesus 
with their presents (always presents) 
while a sententious off-stage voice 
reads from a scroll-shaped screen: 
“All the armies that ever marched 
and all the navies that ever sailed 
and all the parliaments that ever sat 
and all the kings that ever reigned, 
put together, have not affected the 
life of man upon this earth as power- 
fully as this ‘One Solitary Life.’ ” 
Moses, Muhammad, Buddha, move 
over. The program tells us that this 
presentation of the “Living Nativity” 
“upholds a tradition begun by St. 
Francis of Assisi in 1223 and has 
been a revered part of the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular since 1933.” 
St. Francis, who left a wealthy family 
and took a vow of poverty, would 
gag at this travesty. As for Jesus, the 
story of the moneylenders in the 
temple comes to mind. 
The house at the 5 p.m. show | at- 

tended last Saturday looked close to 
full. Of course, if The Nutcracker 


If the Rockettes were on TV 
opposite The Nutcracker, 


you know which one 
people would watch. 


were on TV opposite the Rockettes, 
you know which one people would 
watch. And in the wake of Septem- 
ber 11, maybe it’s not surprising 
that we’re desperate to turn the 
clock back to the verities of Bing 
Crosby’s America, when a “White 
Christmas” could make everybody’s 
days merry and bright. What is sur- 
prising is that Bostonians are paying 
big bucks for canned music, canned 
jokes, canned choreography, canned 
smiles, and phony Christianity. For 
years, critics of Boston Ballet’s Nut- 
cracker complained that it was too 
schlocky. Now it seems that, at least 
in terms of drawing audiences, it 
wasn't schlocky enough. 





* wo 


FROM SANTALAND TO JESUSLAND: the Rockettes were the best part of the 





Spectacular; the “Living Nativity” was the worst. 


OVER AT THE COLONIAL THE- 
ATRE, meanwhile, Boston Ballet is 
making the best of this year’s small- 
er stage, smaller orchestra pit, and 
smaller audiences by giving us new 
sets, new costumes, new lighting, 
and new choreography and promis- 
ing a more coherent story line. The 
handsome new scrim looks over the 
snow-covered gabled rooftops of 
Niirnberg in a blue moonlight that 
illuminates the two decorated 
Christmas trees outside the arched, 
mullioned windows of the Silber- 
haus ballroom and also Godfather 
Drofelmeier’s clock tower; first we 
visit his workshop, where in 
front of the huge clock face (it 
echoes the one in Fritz Lang’s 
Metropolis) Drof&elmeier puts 
the finishing touches on his Nut- 
cracker, and then the Silberhaus 
parlor, where Fritz and Clara are 
trying to look through the key- 
- hole into the ballroom, where 

” the tree and the presents await. 
In this version, Clara’s dream is less 
sugar-coated: she and everyone else 
are tiny figures under the tree (you 
can just see the lowest branches and 
a huge orange ornament), and 
Drofselmeier’s Harlequin and 
Columbine and Bear are malevolent 
figures who chase her around the 
stage. The Nutcracker is also a more 
adult figure: once the Mouse King is 
dispatched, he turns into the Cava- 
lier who'll dance with the Sugar 
Plum Fairy in act two. The balloon 
that used to ferry Clara and the Nut- 
cracker to the Kingdom of Sweets is 
now a giant snowflake. And at the 
end, instead of flying off in a bal- 
loon or a snowflake, Clara wakes 


from her dream and holds up her 
Nutcracker and wonders what’s real 
and what’s not. 

Boston Ballet artistic director 
Mikko Nissinen has brought some 
nice small touches to act one: the 
game the children play in the parlor; 
the dead mouse that the little-boy 
guests bring to the party (the Gov- 
erness has to carry it out); Herr Sil- 
berhaus and Drofelmeier discussing 
the latter’s late arrival (his watch, it 
seems, is on the fritz); Fritz’s palpa- 
ble disappointment at getting a book 
as a present; the dancing lesson the 
Governess gives Clara; the way the 
children reject the Nutcracker but 
Clara embraces it; the polka Grand- 
father and Grandmother break into 
in the midst of the polonaise; the 
watch that the departing Drofel- 
meier gives to a now delighted Fritz; 
the shadowy presence of the mice as 
they creep under the tree; the con- 
ception of the Mouse King as an 
anti-Drofelmeier. 

But there are some puzzling deci- 
sions as well. We used to have a 
budding romance between the Maid 
and the Delivery Boy; now those 
characters are gone and the Gov- 
erness has only her one moment 
with Clara. Grandfather and Grand- 
mother also are now mostly window 
dressing. Next to the little boys’ 
Pierrot outfits and the little girls’ 
pantalettes, the gentlemen’s formal 
wear and the ladies’ décolletage 
gowns look like refugees from an- 
other production, and you can hard- 
ly tell Herr and Frau Silberhaus 
from the guests. For press night last 
Thursday, Nissinen cast two compa- 
ny members, Misa Kuranaga and 


Benjamin Griffiths, as Clara and 
Fritz; dancing on pointe, Kuranaga 
was exquisite, but the character 
wasn’t noticeably older, and Griffiths 
towered awkwardly over the other 
boys. The Bear does more posturing 
and less dancing than ever, and it’s 
not clear whether he’s supposed to 
be ferocious or not. Clara’s sugar 
toys run out under the tree for 
no better reason than to be car- 
ried off by the mice. The battle 
is a chaotic mess, and after- 
ward, a silver backdrop de- 
scends, leaving the Snow King 
and Queen and the snowflakes 
in a void of an enchanted for- 
est: it’s more disconcerting than 
enchanting. The LED lighting 
from Color Kinetics looked 
harsh and cheap on press night 
but softened thereafter. 

Concepts aside, Boston Bal- 
let’s Nutcracker is the one that’s 
always been about the danc- 
ing, and the biggest reason to 
go this year is to see it close 
up. Lorna Feijé6o’s Sugar Plum 
has all the gears of Michael 
Schumacher’s Formula One 
Ferrari, phrasing the piqué and 
chainé turns in her manége 
with dizzying nuance. What 
she didn’t have last weekend 
was the right partner: next to 
her polo pony, Carlos Molina’s 
giraffe was elegant but inert 
and a little stiff. Sunday, Adri- 
ana Suarez was more formal 
and regal; Mindaugas Bauzys 
was lithe and focused as her 
Cavalier but, again, no connec- 
tion. Romi Beppu’s highly ar- 
ticulated Dew Drop never lost 
its center; Melanie Atkins’s had 
less physical detail but the 
same crisp vulnerability. Beppu 
was sinuous and equally delec- 
table in Coffee with Nelson 
Madrigal; Atkins was sensuous 
and equally crisp in Chocolate. 
Larissa Ponomarenko was her 
usual classy and sophisticated self 
as the Snow Queen; no chemistry 
with Snow King Madrigal, however. 
More partnering problems cropped 
up in the Snow King and Queen of 
Pavel Gurevich and Sacha Wakelin: 
she got way out of perpendicular on 
one supported turn and then fell 
during another. But kudos to Suarez 
and Bauzys for their Coffee, Kath- 
leen Breen Combes for radiant fire- 
power as Columbine and in Tea, 
Jared Redick for his split jumps and 
tours a la seconde in Russian, Dylan 
Tedaldi for his personable Fritz, and 
Molina for his vivid mime retelling 
of the battle. 

The Boston Ballet Orchestra 
sounds remarkably lifelike given that 
half of the players are under the 
stage and watching the conductor on 
a video screen. Jonathan McPhee 
confirms his mastery of Tchaikovsky’s 
score, and Mark Churchill, who’s 
sounded rote in the past, is becoming 
quirky — some good, some odd — 
instead, an improvement. 

Next year, the Ballet will take its 
Nutcracker to the Opera House, 
where it will have to decide which 
elements of its traditional produc- 
tion and its new one to include. On 
my shopping list: better characteri- 
zations (let those dancers loose), 
better partnering relationships (not 
so much technical as emotional), 
and a little atmosphere (the chore- 
ography shouldn't expect to be the 
whole show). The road to a more 
perfect Nutcracker is, like any artis- 
tic journey, a perilous and painful 
one, but at least it’s an adventure. 
Radio City Christmas Spectacular is 
just a dead end. Bs 
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dance 


@ THURSDAY 9 

BOSTON BALLET presents The Nut- 
cracker Thurs.-Fri. at 7:30 p.m., Sat. at 2 
and 7:30 p.m., Sun. at 1 and 5:30 p.m., 
Tues. at 7:30 p.m., Wed. at 2 and 
7:30 p.m., and Thurs., at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Colonial Theatre, 106 Boylston St., 
Boston. Tickets $25-$100; (617) 931- 
2787 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE 
presents The Nutcracker Thurs.-Fri. at 
7:30 p.m., Sat. at 2 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. 
at 2 p.m., and Thurs. at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Sanctuary Theatre, 400 Harvard St., 
Cambridge. Tickets $15-$35; (617) 354- 
7467. 


@ FRIDAY 10 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE presents “A Dancer’s Christ- 
mas” Fri-Sat. at 8 p.m. and Sun. at 
2 p.m. at Boston College, Robsham The- 
ater Arts Center, Comm. Ave., Chestnut 
Hill. Tickets $25, $15 for children, sen- 
iors; (617) 552-4002. 

AN EVENING OF DANCES BY MAR- 
CUS SCHULKIND is Fri.-Sat. at 8 p.m. 
at Green Street Studios, 185 Green St., 
Cambridge. Tickets $25; (617) 864- 
3191. 

TUFTS DEPARTMENT OF DRAMA- 
DANCE presents “Something with 
Parts” Fri-Sat. at 8 p.m. at the Balch 
Arena Theater, Aidekman Arts Center, 
40 Talbot Ave., Medford. Free; (617) 
627-2556. 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs. 





MILONGA LA PORTENA is at 
8:30 p.m. at the Brookline Community 
Center for the Arts, 14 Green St., Brook 
line. Tickets $10; (617) 738-2800 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES is at 8 p.m. at the VFW 
Mount Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave., 
Cambridge. Tickets $6; (781) 662-6710 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
8 p.m. with a beginners’ dance at 
7:30 p.m: at the Universalist Church, 
211 Bridge St., Salem. Tickets $3; (978) 
745-2229. 

TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE is at 8 p.m. at 
Ryles Jazz Club (second floor), 212 
Hampshire St., Cambridge. Tickets $12 
before 9 p.m.; $8 after 9 p.m.; (617) 
876-9330. 


@ FRIDAY 10 

BALKAN DANCE is at 7:30 p.m. at 
Scalzi School of Dance, 101 Bigelow 
Ave., Watertown. Tickets $8; (617) 840- 
2362. 

DOUBLE DANCE: ENGLISH COUN- 


TRY DANCING AND CON- | 


TRADANCING is at 7 p.m. at St. John’s 
Methodist Church, 80 Mount Auburn 
St., Watertown. Suggested donation $6; 
(781) 324-7355 

ENGLISH FOLK DANCE is at 
7:30 p.m. at the Harvard-Epworth 
Church, 1555 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
Tickets $6, $3 for students; (781) 641 
2782 

HAVANA CLUB SALSA is at 8 p.m. at 
the Brookline Community Center for the 
Arts, 14 Green St., Brookline. Tickets 
$10; (617) 738-2800. 

HAVANA CLUB SALSA PARTY is at 
8 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 55 Bishop 
Allen Dr., Cambridge. Tickets $10; (617) 
312-5550. 


bridge Friends School, 5 Cadbury Rd., 
Cambridge. Tickets $8; (508) 435-2363 


@ SUNDAY 12 

EAST COAST SWING AND TWO- 
STEP is at 7 p.m. at Ashland Country 
Dance Hall, 162 West Union St., Ash- 
land. Tickets $4-$8; (508) 435-0950 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING 
is from 8 to 11 p.m. at MIT, Sala de 
Puerto Rico, Stratton Student Center 
(second floor), 84 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $1; (617) 253-3655 
ISRAELI FOLK DANCING is at 8 p.m 
at Harvard-Radcliffe Hillel, 52 Mount 
Auburn St., Cambridge. Tickets $3, $2 
for students; (617) 484-3267 
MAMBO/SALSA CLUB with music by 
Mackie Burnette and DJ O’Bruno is at 
1 p.m. at the Middle East, 480 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $15, $12 for 
students; (617) 524-2763 

LA MILONGUITA: ARGENTINE 
TANGO DANCE is at 7 p.m. (lesson) 
and 9 p.m. (dance) at the Brazilian Cul- 
tural Center, 310 Webster Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $10; (413) 585-9695 
SAMBA SUNDAY is at 7 p.m. at the 
Brookline Community Center for the 
Arts, 14 Green St., Brookline. Tickets 
$10; (617) 738-2800. 
SCANDINAVIAN DANCE PARTY is at 
8 p.m. at Park Avenue Congregational 
Church, Arlington Heights. Tickets $7; 
(781) 891-3207. 

WEPA SALSA SUNDAY DANCE is 
from 8 p.m. to midnight at 179 South St. 
(sixth floor), Boston. Tickets $10; (617) 
388-0925. 


@ MONDAY 13 
BULGARIAN/BALKAN DANCING is 
at 7:30 p.m. at Green Street Dance Stu- 
dios, 185 Green St., Cambridge. Tickets 
$12; (617) 840-2362 

HAVANA CLUB MAMBO MONDAY 
SALSA DANCE is at 9:30 p.m. at Green 
Street Grill, 280 Green St., Cambridge. 
Tickets $8; (617) 312-5550. 

HAVANA CLUB SALSA is at 9 p.m. at 
Ryles Jazz Club (second floor), 212 
Hampshire St., Cambridge. Tickets $10; 
(617) 312-5550. 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCE is from 8 p.m 
to midnight at Temple Kehillath Israel, 
384 Harvard Ave., Brookline. Tickets $4, 
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NEW ENGLAND SQUARES AND 
CONTRAS features music by Yankee In- 
genuity at 7:30 p.m. at the Scout House, 
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“AN EVENING OF DANCES BY MARCUS SCHULKIND” is pre- 
sented on Friday and Saturday at Green Street Studios. 


JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. 
See listing for previous Thurs. 


@ SATURDAY 11 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs. 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE. See listing for Fri. 


AN EVENING OF DANCES BY | 


MARCUS SCHULKIND See listing for 
Fri. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. 
See listing for previous Thurs. 


m@ SUNDAY 12 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs. 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE. See listing for Fri. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. 
See listing for previous Thurs. 


@ TUESDAY 14 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs. 


@ WEDNESDAY 15 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs. 


@ THURSDAY 16 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for previ- 
ous Thurs 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. 
See listing for previous Thurs 


PARTICIPATORY | 


@ THURSDAY 9 

GREEK FOLK DANCE is at 7 p.m. at 
the Greek Orthodox Church of the Virgin 
Mary, 29 Central St., Somerville. Free; 
(617) 625-2222. 


INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE is at 
8 p.m. at Park Avenue Congregational 
Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd., Arlington. 
Tickets $7, $4 for students; (781) 662- 
7475. 

RENAISSANCE DANCE features 
music by Renaissonics at 7:30 p.m. at 
the First Congregational Church, 11 Gar- 
den St., Cambridge. Tickets $8; (617) 
661-3353. 

SANGRIA AND SALSA is at 6 p.m. at 
Sophia’s, 1270 Boylston St., Boston. 
Tickets $10; (617) 351-7001 
SUPERSHAG DANCE PARTY is from 
9 p.m. to midnight at SuperShag Mega 
Dance Complex, 406 Moody St., 
Waltham. Tickets $12; (781) 894-7424. 
TANGO LOUNGE is at 9 p.m. at 
Springstep, 98 George P. Hassett Dr., 
Medford. Tickets $10 (lesson), $15 (les- 
son & dancing); (617) 771-2554. 


@ SATURDAY 11 

GAY AND LESBIAN CONTRA 
DANCE is from 7:30 to 11 p.m. at the 
First Unitarian Universalist Church, Cen- 
tre and Eliot Sts., Jamaica Plain. Tickets 
$6, $5 before 8 p.m.; (617) 522-2216. 
NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES COUPLES DANCE is at 
8 p.m. at the Scout House, 74 Walden 
St., Concord. Tickets $8; (617) 547- 
7781. 

NOCHE DE LA SALSA is at 9:30 p.m 
at the Brookline Community Center for 
the Arts, 14 Green St., Brookline. Tickets 
$10; (617) 738-2800. 

RYLES DANCE HALL with Latin, 
swing, and tango sounds with DJ Chris 
Johnston is at 9 p.m. at Ryles Jazz Club 
(second floor), 212 Hampshire St., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $12; (617) 876-9330. 
SWING DANCE is at 9 p.m. (with a be- 
ginner lesson at 8:30 p.m.) at Cam- 


74 Walden St., Concord. Tickets $7; 
(781) 272-0396 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
7:45 p.m. at Springstep, 98 George P. 
Hassett Dr., Medford. Tickets $7, $4 for 
students; (617) 661-5899 

SWING ARLINGTON is at 9 p.m 
(with lessons at 6:45 and 7:45 p.m.) at 
Elks Dance Hall, 56 Pond Lane, Arling- 
ton. Tickets $10 before 9 p.m., $6 after; 
(617) 623-3134 


@ TUESDAY 14 

BALKAN DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. at 
Sava Serbian Orthodox Church, 33 West 
Water St., Wakefield. Tickets $7; (781) 
246-9663. 

SCANDINAVIAN GAMMALDANS is 
at 2 p.m. at the Church of Our Saviour, 
25 Monmouth St., Brookline. Tickets $6; 
(617) 661-3670. 


@ WEDNESDAY 15 
ARGENTINE TANGO DANCE is at 
7:30 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 55 Bishop 
Allen Dr., Cambridge. Tickets $5; (617) 
270-4994. 

DANCE FREEDOM is a smoke- and al- 
cohol-free barefoot dance at 7:30 p.m. at 
the First Congregational Church, 11 Gar- 
den St., Cambridge. Tickets $6; (978) 
369-7522. 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is from 
7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at Park Avenue Con- 
gregational Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd., 
Arlington Heights. Tickets $8, $3 for 
students; (781) 662-6710. 

ISRAELI DANCE is at 7 p.m. at MIT, 
Lobby of Building 13, 77 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Suggested donation $1; 
(617) 253-3655. 

SALSA BOSTON DANCE is from 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at Sophia’s, 1270 
Boylston St., Boston. Lessons at 
9 p.m. Tickets $10, $2 for lesson; 
(617) 513-7001 

TANGO BREAK is at 8:30 p.m. at the 
VFW Mount Auburn Post, 688 Huron 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $5; (617) 699- 
6246. 


@ THURSDAY 16 

FIESTA FLAMENCA is at 9 p.m. at 
Sophia’s, 1270 Boylston St., Boston. 
Lessons at 9 p.m. Tickets $10; (617) 
513-7001. 

GREEK FOLK DANCE. See listing for 
previous Thurs . 

MILONGA LA PORTENA. See listing 
for previous Thurs. 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES. See listing for previous 
Thurs. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE. See 
listing for previous Thurs 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE. See listing for 
previous Thurs. 
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galleries 


Admission to the following galleries is 
free, unless otherwise noted. In addi 


, many gal 


tion to the hours listed here 
leries are open by appointment. Gal 
leries are in Boston, except where indi 
cated otherwise. Galleries with photo 
exhibitions are listed under Photogra 
phy 

NEWBURY STREET 

BACK BAY 

ACME FINE ART (617-585-9551), 38 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 23 
“Teachers and Students.” 

ALIANZA GALLERY (617-262-2385), 
154 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-S p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “The Accessories 
Show, The Jewelry Show.” 

ALPHA GALLERY (617-536-4465), 
14 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 5: “Scott Prior: 
Paintings.” 

ARDEN GALLERY (617-247-0610), 
129 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30: 
“Joanne Mattera: New Works.” 
BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY 
(617-262-4490), 10 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Dec. 22: “Annual AIDS Benefit 
Exhibition (Anything But Paper 
Prayers).” Dec. 11-Feb. 2: “Sets.” 
CHASE GALLERY (617-859-7222), 
129 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Steve Hollinger: Borrowed Time.” 
CHILDS GALLERY (617-266-1108), 
169 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Mon., Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 7: “Les Petits 
Tableaux”; “We Like It So Much: 
Prints”; “Boston Scenes.” 

ECLIPSE GALLERY (617-247-6730), 
164 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 31 
“Michael Harlan Domina: Man2Man.” 
FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTUR- 
AL CENTER (617-912-0400), 53 
Marlborough St., Boston. Tues.-Thurs 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 10 a.m 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Portraits by 
Susan Stone.’ 

GALLERY NAGA (617-267-9060), 67 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 18 
“George Nick: New Paintings.” 

HALEY & STEELE (617-536-6339), 
91 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “The Paul Revere 
Portfolio: Works That Changed Ameri- 
ca.” Through Jan. 8: work by Ronalee 
Crocker. 

HARCUS GALLERY (617-451-3221), 
6 Melrose St., Boston. Call for hours 
Ongoing: Boston Group Artists show 
JUDI ROTENBERG GALLERY (617 
437-1518), 130 Newbury St., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec 
30: “Fresh from Providence: Anthony 
Falcetta and Dave Cole.” Reception 
Dec. 10, 6-8 p.m 

JUDY ANN GOLDMAN FINE ART 
(617-424-8468), 14 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 1] a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 9: ‘Jill Slosburg-Acker 
man: Sculpture and Drawing.’ 

JUST AFRICA GALLERY (617-536 
1648), 201 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Ongoing: contemporary stone sculptures 
by major and emerging artists from Zim 
babwe, with works by Henry Mun- 
yaradzi and Gladman Zinyeka. 

KELLY BARRETTE FINE ART (617 
266-2475), 129 Newbury St., Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1- 
5 p.m. Ongoing: revolving exhibit fea- 
turing works by Lisa Houck, Nancy 
Wagner, and others. 

KIDDER SMITH GALLERY (617- 
424-6900), 131 Newbury St., Boston 
Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through 
Jan. 15: new work by Morgan Carver. 
LATTITUDE GALLERY (617-927- 
4400), 218 Newbury St., Boston. 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Great Gifts, 
Small Packages.” 

MARTIN LAWRENCE GALLERIES 
(617-360-4800), 77 Newbury St., 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; 
Sun., 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Ongoing: works 
by Picasso, Chagall, Warhol, Lichten 
stein, and more 

MPG CONTEMPORARY (617-357 
8881), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 315, 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
Sun.-Mon., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 21 
“Prints and Drawings.” 
NIELSEN GALLERY (617-266-4835), 
179 Newbury St., Boston. Wed.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 11-Jan. 22: “Jake 
Berthot: A Survey Exhibition 1968-Pre 
sent.” Reception Dec. 11, 3-5 p.m 


PEPPER GALLERY (617-236-4497), 
38 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 23: “Tabitha Vevers 
Miniatures.” 
RICHARDSON-CLARKE GALLERY 
(617-266-3321), 38 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Ongoing: American & 
European 19th & 20th Century Paint 
ings & Drawings 

ST. GEORGE GALLERY (617-424 
0024), 162 Boylston St., Boston. Tues 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., noon 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: recent paintings 
by William St. George; “Judy St. Peter: 
Cape Cod”; work by Sandra Mueller 
Dick, Anne Grandin, Christina Keating. 
SUSAN SARGENT INTERIORS 
(617-262-2226), 132 Newbury St., 
Boston. Mon.-Tues., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 3: “Lisa Jouck: 
New Oil on Wood Paintings.” 
THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY (866-639-2879), 
221 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Fea- 
tures over 100 limited edition canvas 
lithographs by Thomas Kinkade. 

VOSE GALLERIES (617-536-6176), 
238 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 
8 a.m.- 5:30 p.m., Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Through Dec. 31: “Polly Thayer 
(Starr): A Celebration of the Artist’s 
100th Birthday.” 


SOUTH END 

ARS LIBRI (617-357-4212), 500 Har- 
rison Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Permanent 
collection features rare and scholarly 
books in the fine arts. 

BERENBERG GALLERY (617-536- 
0800), 4 Clarendon St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Rose deSmith Greenman: Transitions.” 
BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Mills Gallery (617-426-5000), 539 
Tremont St., Boston. Sun., Wed.-Thurs., 
noon-5 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., noon-10 p.m 
Through Jan. 9: “Cut”; “Game Time Se- 
ries 

BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY 
(617-482-7781), 486 Harrison Ave., 
Boston Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m 
Through Dec. 27: “Paper. Scissors 
Sculpture.” 

BROMFIELD GALLERY (617-451 
3605), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston 
Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec 
18: “10x10 Holiday Art School.” 
CENTER FOR LATINO ARTS (617 
927-1730), 85 W. Newton St., Boston 
Call for hours. Through Jan. 5: “Adal 
Maldonado: Blueprints for a Nation.” 
EQUATOR GALLERY (857-540- 
9236), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 201, 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 
noon-5 p.m. Ongoing: “Latin American 
Fine Art.” 

GALERIE SWANSTROM (617-574 
9800), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 303, 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Through Dec. 11: “Marc Leavitt: Flag 
Series.” Dec. 16-Jan. 29: “Caleb Wein- 
traub: See How They Run.” Reception 
Dec. 16, 5:30-9 p.m 

GALLERY AT THE PIANO FACTO- 
RY (617-437-9365), 791 Tremont St., 
Boston. Thurs.-Fri., 6-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Through Dec. 26: 
“Epiphany: Women of Color Speak.” 
GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY 
(617-426-9738), 23 Thayer St., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Jan. 4: “David Omar White: 
New Work.” 

HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN 
ART (617-442-8204) 2164 Washington 
St., Boston. Thurs.-Sat., noon-6 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 16: 
“Family Matters: The Portrayal of Rela- 
tionships in African Sculpture.” 
HEALING & ARTS STUDIO (617- 
859-9561), 731 Harrison Ave., Boston. 
Mon., Fri., 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Tues.- 
Wed., Sat., noon-7 p.m. Through Jan. 
8: “Celebrate 10 Years of Art, Healing & 
Community.” 

KINGSTON GALLERY (617-423- 
4113), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 
24: “Janet Hansen Kawada: The Sister- 
hood.” 

LOCCO RITORO GALLERY (617- 
875-3284), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 
37, Boston. Call for hours. Through 
Jan. 1: “Scott Listfield: Astronaut.” 
MARIO DIACONO GALLERY (617- 
560-1608), 500 Harrison Ave., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec 
31: “Matthew Ritchie: Two-Way Shot.” 
NAO PROJECT GALLERY (617-451- 
2977), 535 Albany St., third floor, 


Boston. Thurs.-Sat., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 18: “Debra Weisberg: 
New Work.” 


OHT GALLERY (617-423-1677), 450 
Harrison Ave., 3rd Fl., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 11 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. Through 


“Story of the Bodhisattva Medicine King” 


Shake your Buddha 


‘Marks of Enlightenment’ at Harvard, 
‘Blue’ at the Cambridge Art Association 


by Randi Hopkins 


ake hold. Center yourself. There is an anti- 

dote to the frantic pace and pressures of 
the holiday season. Forget about gifts not yet 
purchased and looming family expectations 
and remove yourself to Harvard’s Sackler Mu- 
seum, where you can take a deep, restorative 
breath in the serene presence of “Marks of 
Enlightenment, Traces of Devotion: Japanese 
Calligraphy and Painting from the Sylvan Bar- 
net and William Burto Collection,” which 
opens on December 23. Barnet and Burto, 
emeritus Boston-area professors and intrepid 
collectors, have been in hot pursuit of fine ex- 
amples of Asian art for more than 40 years, 
and more than 70 of the exquisite works of 
Buddhist scripture, Zen calligraphy, and other 
writings they have acquired will give insight 
into the calligraphic, religious and literary tra- 
ditions of Japan, as well as the evolution of 
calligraphy as an art form. You don’t have to 
read Japanese to be moved by the lavishly 
decorated sutras, or Buddhist scriptures, dat- 
ing from the seventh to the 13th centuries, 
like the “Story of the Bodhisattva Medicine 
King” from Chapter 23 of the Lotus Sutra, its 
margins ornamented with gold and silver 
flakes, gold-ruled lines, and images of lotus 
plants. Organized by Anne Rose Kitagawa, 
Harvard's assistant curator of Japanese art, 
“Marks of Enlightenment” promises a fo- 
cused, intimate encounter with this rich as- 
pect of Japanese art and culture. 

Kinda blue? A BIG group exhibition organ- 
ized around this hue is up at the Cambridge 
Arts Association, which is celebrating its 60th 
anniversary. Juried by Rachel Lafo, eagle-eyed 
contemporary-art scout and director of curator- 
ial affairs at the DeCordova Museum in Lin- 


Dec.22: “White, Black, and Inbe- 
tween.” 

SAMSON PROJECTS (617-357- 
7177), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. Fri.- 
Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through Jan. 14: 
“The Urge That Binds.” 

SOPRAFINA GALLERY (617-728- 
0770), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through 
Dec. 31: “December Salon Show.” 
STACY BUESCHELS COURTYARD 
GALLERY (617-556-2999), 46 
Waltham St., Boston. Fri., noon-7 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 8: 
“One Foot Square.” 


DOWNTOWN 

ART ADVISORY/BOSTON (617- 
574-0022), 535 Albany St., Suite 3B, 
Boston. Thurs.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 18: work by Barbara 
Baum & Grace Vasta-Carr. 

ARTEMIS GALLERY (617-338- 
4122), 92 South St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sac., 10 a.m.-6 p.m., extended hours to 
8 p.m. on Thurs. Ongoing: 18th and 
19th century Chinese furniture. Now 
on view: “New Chinese Works”; works 
from Quin Feng’s “Original Sound” se- 
ries, and “lyrical” scrolls by Fei Yang. 
BOSTON CITY HALL Scollay Square 
Gallery (617-635-3245). City Hall 
Plaza, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
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— Mayor’s Art Gallery. Through Jan. 9: 
“Yu-Wen Wu: Unfolding Folio.” 

FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY (617-423-4299), 300 Sum- 
mer St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
3 p.m.; Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 
11: “Liminal Space: Constructing 
Home (Going Home).” 

GALLERY 121 Charles Street Meeting 
House, (617-367-7171), 121 Mt. Ver- 
non St., Boston. Call for hours. 
Through Jan. 2: “Life in Transition: 
Work by Anne Brown and Suzanne 
Kuffler.” Reception Dec. 9, 6-8 p.m. 


ONYX HOTEL (617-557-9955), 155 


Portland St., Boston. Daily 9 a.m.- 
8 p.m. Through Jan. 10: work by 
Charles Tersolo. 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

ART MARKET GALLERY (617-522- 
1729), 36 South St., Jamaica Plain. 
Thurs.-Fri., 4-7 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon- 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Dermot 
Meagher: Drawings; Tony Paris: Pho- 
tographs; Patti Hudson: Sculpture.” 


| ARTISTS FOUNDATION (617-464- 


3561), 516 E. Second St., #49, South 
Boston. Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 18: “Phyllis Ewen: Free Transla- 
tion”; “Ria Brodell: Just Keep Draw- 
ing”; “Jennifer Schmidt: Letters in a 


coln, “Blue” features work by more than 100 
New England artists including sculptor Milan 
Klic, who came away with Best of Show, first- 
prize winner and master of egg tempera 
Michelle Demarco, and second-prize winner 
Janine Al-Bayati, who makes multimedia ab- 
stract paintings. Celebratory events include an 
open house this Saturday and artist talks on 
December 18, both at the CAA's Kathryn 
Schultz Gallery, where a group exhibition 
showcases new work by member artists. 

Sculptor Jill Slosburg-Ackerman has an 
amazing way with wood and an abiding interest 
in the many ways in which nature and culture 
interact and intersect. “Jill Slosburg-Acker- 
man” (see Christopher Millis’s review in last 
week’s Arts section) is up through January 9 at 
Judy Ann Goldman Fine Arts, and there’s an 
opening reception this Saturday. 

“Marks of Enlightenment, Traces of Devo- 
tion: Japanese Calligraphy and Painting from 
the Sylvan Barnet and William Burto Collec- 
tion” is at Harvard's Arthur M. Sackler Muse- 
um, 32 Quincy Street in Harvard Square, De- 
cember 23 through April 17; call (617) 495- 
9400. “Blue” is at the Cambridge Art Associa- 
tion’s University Place Gallery, 124 Mount 
Auburn Street in Harvard Square, through Jan- 
uary 3, with an open house on December 11 
from 1 to 3 p.m. and artists’ talks on Decem- 
ber 18 at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. at the Associa- 
tion’s Kathryn Schultz Gallery, 25R Lowell 
Street in Harvard Square; call (617) 876- 
0246. “Jill Slosburg-Ackerman” is at Judy Ann 
Goldman Fine Art, 14 Newbury Street in 
Boston, through January 9, with an opening re- 
ception on December 11 from 4 to 6 p.m.; call 
(617) 424-8468. 





Comma.” 

ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY (617- 
567-8866), 80 Border St., East Boston. 
Thurs., 6-9 p.m. Dec. 9-30: “Laura 
Rollins: Tis the Season.” Reception 
Dec. 16, 7-9 p.m. 


| THE CHELSEA CITY (617-884- 


9887), 173 Washington Ave., Chelsea. 
Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m.-noon; Sat., 9 a.m.- 
2 p.m.; Wed.-Sat., 4-10 p.m. Through 
Dec. 31: paintings by Lois Hutchinson. 


| GREEN STREET GALLERY (617- 


522-0000), 141 Green St., Jamaica 
Plain. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m.; Tues.- 


Thurs., 6-9 p.m. Through Jan. 29: 
| work by Emil Corsillo. 


HALLSPACE (617-989-9985), 31 Nor- 
folk Ave., Boston. Fri.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 


| Through Dec. 11: work by Cynthia von 


Buhler and Leonie Bradbury. 

JOHN RAIMONDI GALLERY (617- 
241-1165), 80 City Square, 
Charlestown. By appointment only. 
Through Jan. 7: “Robert S. Neuman: 
Selections 1951-2004 Paintings and 
Drawings.” 

MAVERICK GALLERY (617-569- 
1233), 37 Maverick Sq., East Boston. 
Daily 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Leigh Hall: Linear Meditations.” 
PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562- 
8814), 967 Comm. Ave.,Boston. Night- 
ly, 5 p.m. to late. Dec. 9-Jan. 16: 


“Dumb Luck Revisited: A Dozen Years 
of Baseman Posters and Prints.” Recep- 
tion Dec. 9, 7 p.m 

WEST END BRANCH LIBRARY 
(617-523-3957), 151 Cambridge St., 
Boston. Mon.-Wed., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Thurs., noon-8 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m 
5 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Through 
Dec. 30: “Avenue of the Arts Exhibit.” 


CAMBRIDGE 

SOMERVILLE 

WATERTOWN 

ART ATTACK (617-441-3833), 108 
Beacon St., Somerville. Call for hours 
Through Jan. 14: “Caleb Sonik Neelon: 
Exterior Goes Interior.” Reception Dec 
10, 6-9 p.m. 

ART INTERACTIVE (617-498-0100), 
130 Bishop Allen Dr., Cambridge 
Thurs., Sat.-Sun., noon-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 30: “Intimachine, the Art 
of Intimacy, Expectation and Behav- 
ior. 

CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL 
Gallery 57 (617-349-4380), 57 Inman 
St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.- 
5 p.m., until 8 p.m. on Thurs. Through 
Feb. 2: “Reaching Water.” 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 


| ARTS CENTER (617-577-1400), 41 


Second St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m. 


Through Jan. 7: “Word Path: Weavings 


and Tapestry by Faye Zhang.” 


| CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


(617-492-7794), 449 Broadway, Cam- 
bridge. Mon., Wed., Fri., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Tues., Thurs., 10 a.m.-9 p.m 


Through Dec. 31: “Star Poole: Santa’s 


Changed World.” 

CAMBRIDGE SEVEN ASSOCIATES 
(617-492-7000), 1050 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Through Jan. 26: “S. 
Georgine Pennington: Working with 
Nature’s Palette.” 

KATHRYN SCHULTZ GALLERY 
Cambridge Art Association (617-876- 
0246), 25 Lowell St., Cambridge. 


| Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1- 


5 p.m. Through Dec. 21: “Celebrate!” 
MARK GALLERY (617-576-6275), 
141 Huron Ave., Cambridge. Thurs.- 


| Sat., noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 23: 


“The Gift.” 


| MATHER HOUSE (617-495-4834), 





10 Cowperthwaite St., Cambridge. Call 
for hours. Through Jan. 25: “Three 
Sided Table: Tova Carlin, Sara Saltz- 
man, Timothy Steele.” 

MOBILIA GALLERY (617-876- 
2109), 358 Huron Ave., Cambridge. 
Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 29: 
“Blue.” 

MUDFLAT POTTERY STUDIO (617- 
628-0589), 149 Broadway, Somerville. 
Mon.-Fri., 5-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 12: “Holiday 
Open Studio & Sale.” 

NAVE GALLERY (617-625-4823), 
Clarendon Hill Presbyterian Church, 
155 Powerderhouse Blvd., Somerville. 
Thurs., 4-8 p.m.; Sat., 1-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 18: “A December Salon: 
An Affordable Art Sale.” 

OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY (617- 
354-5287), 106 Prospect St., Cam- 
bridge. Mon.-Sun., noon-8 p.m. Ongo- 
ing: “Local Cambridge Artists”; “The 
Private Collection of the Late Mar- 
garete Koehler-Bittkow.” 
OVERDRAUGHT (617-354-5287), 
877 Cambridge St., Call for hours. 
Through Dec. 30: “Laurie Hoffma: 
Blues in Focus.” 

SOMERVILLE CITY HALL (617-623- 
3719), 93 Highland Ave., Somerville. 
Mon.-Wed., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
Thurs., 8:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Fri., 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Through Feb. 15: 
“The Poster Show!” 

UNIVERSITY PLACE GALLERY 
Cambridge Art Association 
(617-876-0246), 124 Mt. Auburn St., 
Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 


| Through Jan. 3: “Blue.” 


ZUZU (617-864-3278), 474 Mass. 
Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours. 
Through Dec. 31: “Cover Art.” 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 
BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER (617- 
566-5715), 86 Monmouth St., Brook- 
line. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Through 
Dec. 19: “Crafts Showcase.” 

GASP (617-731-2500), 362 Boylston 
St., Brookline. Call for hours. Through 
Dec. 27: “Visualizing Diaspoara/Con- 
structing Self.” 

GATEWAY GALLERY (617-734- 
1577), 62 Harvard St., Brookline. 
Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-S p.m. 
Through Jan. 15: “More Art for Less 
Than 100 Dollars”; “Ruby’s World.” 
KANTAR FINE ARTS (617-332- 
7495), 382 Kenrick St., Newton. Call 
for hours. Through Dec. 11: “Miklos 
Pogany: Mixed Media.” 

NEW ART CENTER IN NEWTON 
(617-964-3424), 61 Washington Park, 
Newtonville. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 19: “Icons 
+ Altars.” 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-796- 
1360), 330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.- 
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6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 29: “Jing-Hua Gao Dalia: Brush 
Magic.” 

PERRIN GALLERY (617-277-4357), 
320A Harvard St., Brookline. Mon.- 
Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 11: “Tracy 
Spadafora: Encaustic Paintings.” 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 

GALLERY X (508-992-2675), 169 
William St., New Bedford. Wed.-Sun., 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “X- 
Mas Exhibit.” 

NEST (781-329-6466), 622 High St., 
Dedham. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Virginia 
Zanger: Petitie Watercolors.” 

SOUTH SHORE ART CENTER (781- 
383-2787), 119 Ripley Rd., Cohasset. 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
4 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Remem- 
brance of Things Past: The Last 50 
Years.” 


SUBURBS: NORTH 
ARTSPACE@16 (781-321-8058), 16 
Princeton St., Malden. Call for hours. 
Through Dec. 11: “Small Works.” 
BOON GALLERY (978-741-7177), 24 
Front St., Salem. Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.- 


7p.m. Through Dec. 15: “Dissidents of | 


Design: The Art of the Modern Gig 
Poster.” 

GALANT GALLERY (978-745-1001), 
197 Derby St., Salem. Call for hours. 
Ongoing: “Mary Rogers & Joel Levine: 
Where the Land Meets the Sea.” 
GALLERY OF MODERN ART (781- 
631-3204), 154 Washington St., Mar- 
blehead. Thurs., 1:30-5 p.m., Fri., 
Sun.-Tues., noon-5 p.m., Sat., noon- 
6 p.m. Ongoing: “Connections: Past, 
Present and Future,” works by Bernd 
Haussmann and Suzanne Ulrich. 
JEFFERSON CUTTER HOUSE 
GALLERY (781-648-3322), 9 Mystic 
St., Arlington. Mon.-Fri., noon-4 p.m. 
Through Jan. 29: paintings by Neil 
Dale. 


SUBURBS: WEST 

CLARK GALLERY (781-259-8303), 
Mall at Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoln 
Rd., Lincoln. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 23: “Salon Show.” 
DEPOT SQUARE GALLERY (781- 
863-1597), 1837 Mass. Ave., Lexing- 
ton. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through Dec. 30: 
“Celebrate with Art.” 

EVOS ARTS INSTITUTE (978-251- 
8138), 98 Middle St., Lowell. Tues.- 
Sat., noon-3 p.m. Dec 11: “$15 Art 
Show.” Through Dec. 15: “Mister 
Reusch: Creeps, Curves, and Canines”; 
work by Annalisa Oswald and Melissa 
Boyajian. 

LECEI GALLERY (978-341-0001), 81 
Commonwealth Ave., Concord. Sun.- 
Thurs., noon-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Energies 
Struck: Nancy McCarthy, Carolyn 
Wirth.” 





museums 


ARMENIAN LIBRARY AND MUSE- 
UM OF AMERICA (617-926-2562), 
65 Main St., Watertown. Admission $2. 
Fri., Sun., Tues., 1-5 p.m.; Tues., 7- 
9 p.m. Ongoing: “The Armenian Geno- 
cide: In Memoriam”; “Armenian Musi- 
cal Traditions”; “The Bedoukian Family 
Collection”; “Moses Hadji Gulesian: An 
Armenian Visionary.” 

ART COMPLEX MUSEUM (781- 
934-6634), 189 Alden St., Duxbury. 
Wed.-Sun., 1-4 p.m. Free. Permanent 
collection features Shaker furniture, 
prints, American paintings, and Japan- 
ese art. Through Jan. 9: “Nancy Mur- 
phy Spicer: On Their Own”; 
“Burchfield and Marsh: Exaggerated 
Visions”; “Shaker High/Shaker Low.” 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617- 
536-5400), Copley Sq., Boston. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Art and Archi- 
tecture tours offered Mon., 2:30 p.m.; 
Tues., Thurs., 6 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 11 a.m.; 
Sun., 2 p.m. 

— Boston Room (ext. 2275). Through 
Dec. 31: “The Peace Drum Project.” 

— First Floor Gallery (ext. 2225). 
Through Dec. 31: “In Flight: The Guild 
Book of Workers 2003-05.” 

— Koussevitzky Room, West and South 
Galleries, and Lower Level McKim 
(ext. 2285). Through Jan. 7: “George 
Whitefield Chadwick: A 150th Birth- 
day Celebration.” 

— Rare Books and Manuscripts Room 
(ext. 2225). Through Dec. 31: “Hand- 
fuls of Lilies: The Art of Sarah Whit- 
man.” 

COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM (617- 
727-9268), 220 Morrissey Blvd., Colum- 
bia Point, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free admis- 
sion. Ongoing: “Archaeology of the Cen- 
tral Artery: Highway to the Past”; 
“Through the Eyes of Baystaters: Massa- 
chusett’s Experience in the Civil War.” 
CURRIER MUSEUM OF ART (603- 


669-6144), 201Myrtle Way, Manches- 
ter, NH. Mon., Wed., Fri., Sun., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thurs., 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 
for students, seniors, free for children 
under 18. Through Jan. 10: “Andrew 
Wyeth: Early Watercolors.” 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (781-259- 
8355), 51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln. 
Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$9, $6 for students, seniors, and chil- 
dren. Through Jan. 2: “Robert Parke- 
Harrison: The Architect’s Brother”; 
“MobiusStrip.” Through July 31: “Ab- 
stract Elements: The Dr. Beatrice H 
Barrett Collection of Art.” 

— The 35-acre Sculpture Park is open 
daily 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Recent addi- 
tions include David Berry’s “Sphere 
IV”; “Henry Richardson: Chiseled Orb 
and Mortal Coil.” 

ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PIC- 
TURE BOOK ART (413-658-1100), 
125 West Bay Rd., Amherst. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. Ad- 
mission $4, $2 for children under 18. 
Features picture book art from around 
the world. 

FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM (978- 
345-4207), 185 Elm St., Fitchburg. 
Tues.-Sun., noon-4 p.m. Admission $5, 
$3 for seniors, free for students and 
children. Through Jan. 30: “Recent 
Gifts from the Jude Peterson Collec- 
tion.” Through March 13: “Picturing 
Our Past: The Colonies Come of Age 
1720 to 1775.” 

FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM (508- 
588-6000), 455 Oak St., Brockton. 
Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 
for seniors and students, free for chil- 
dren under 12. Permanent collection 
features over 4,000 pieces of 19th and 
20th century American art and crafts. 
Through Jan. 2: “John Eric Byers: A 
Mid-Career Retrospective”; “Allison 
Newsome: On Island”; “Cut It Out.” 
Through Jan. 30: “Lisa Williamson: 
Colors of a Garden”; work by Beth Lip- 
man. 

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART (617-266-5152), 955 Boylston 
St., Boston. Tues.-Wed., Fri., noon- 
5 p.m.; Thurs., noon-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7, $5 for 
seniors and students, free for children 
under 12, free after 5 p.m. on Thurs. 
Established in 1936 as the first non- 
collecting contemporary art institution 
in the U.S. Through Jan. 2: “Boris 
Mikhailov: A Retrospective”; “Momen- 
tum 2/Lucy McKenzie.” 

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER 
MUSEUM (617-566-1401), 280 The 
Fenway, Boston. Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $10 ($11 on Sat.- 
Sun.), $7 for seniors, $5 for students 
with ID, free for ages 18 and under. (For 
“Gondola Days: Isabella Stewart Gard- 
ner & the Palazzo Barbaro Circle,” timed 
tickets $13 ($18 on Sat.-Sun.), $10 for 
seniors, $8 for students.) The museum, 
built in the style of a 15th-century 
Venetian palace, houses more than 
2500 art objects, with emphasis on Ital- 
ian Renaissance and 17th-century 
Dutch works. Among the highlights are 
works by Rembrandt, Botticelli, 


Raphael, Titian, and Whistler. Guided 
tours given Fridays at 2:30 p.m. 
Through Dec.: “Joseph Kosuth: 
Whistler’s Warning (C.C.C.C.C.)”; 
“Elaine Reichek: Madam I'm Adam.” 
Through Jan. 9: “Off the Wall: New Per- 
spectives on Early Italian Art at the 
Gardner Museum”; “Holiday Table.” 
JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND 
MUSEUM (617-514-1600), Morrissey 
Blvd., Columbia Point, Boston. Daily, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, $8 for 
students, seniors, $7 for ages 13-17, 
free for ages 12 and under. Exhibitions 
portraying the life, leadership, and lega- 
cy of President Kennedy through memo- 
rabilia, video presentations, and _ set- 
tings. Ongoing: “Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy”; “Jacqueline Bouvier 
Kennedy: First Lady”; “John Glenn and 
the Space Race”; “The Cuban’ Missile 
Crisis”; “The Nixon v. Kennedy Presiden- 
tial Race”; “The Struggle for Civil 
Rights”; “Mrs. Kennedy’s Tour of the 
White House”; “The Kennedy Family;” 
‘Jacqueline Kennedy Travels Abroad.” 
Through Jan. 20: “Campaign!: Kennedy 
for President.” Through Nov. 13 2005: 
“Presents for a President and First Lady.” 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY NA- 
TIONAL HISTORIC SITE (617-566- 
7937), 83 Beals St., Brookline. Wed.- 
Sun., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission $3, 
free for ages 16 and under. President 
Kennedy (born in 1917) and his family 
lived in this restored nine-room house 
until 1927. It was the first home shared 
by the president’s father and mother, 
Joseph P. and Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy, 
and re-creates the social and political 
beginnings of one of the world’s most 
prominent families. 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART (413-664- 
4481), 87 Marshall St., North Adams. 
Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, 
$8 for students, $4 for ages 6-16; free 
for children under 6. Ongoing: “Joseph 
Beuys: Lightning with Stag in Its 
Glare”; “Outrageous Supercharge: 
Hand Painted Movie Posters from 
Ghana”; “Natalie Jeremijenko: Tree 
Logic”; “Sound Art at MASS MoCA.” 
Through May 2005: “The Intervention- 
ists: Art in the Social Sphere”; 
“Matthew Ritchie: Proposition Player.” 
Through Feb. 27: “Wonder Worlds: Ob- 
servations in Pipe Cleaners and Pom- 
poms.” Dec. 11-Spring 2005: “Cai Guo 
Qiang: Inopportune.” 

MUSEUM OF AFRO-AMERICAN 
HISTORY (617-742-1854), 46 Joy St., 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free 
admission. Collection includes docu- 
ments, artifacts, and art works pertain- 
ing to the African American experience 
in New England. Includes the African 
Meeting House, the oldest standing 
black church in America; and the Abeil 
Smith School, Boston’s first public 
school for Black children and an early 
home of the Abolitionist movement. 
Through Dec. 31: “Visual Stories: The 
Artwork of James Ransome.” 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267- 
9300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston. 
Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5:45 p.m.; Mon.- 
Tues., 10 a.m.-5:45 p.m., Wed.-Fri., 


10 a.m.-9:45 p.m., West Wing only 
open Thurs.-Fri. after 5 p.m. Admission 
$15, $13 for seniors, free for students 
with college ID, and ages 17 and under 
during non-school hours. Voluntary 
contribution after 4 p.m. on Wed 
Mon.-Fri.: introductory walks through 
all collections begin at 10:30 a.m. and 
3 p.m.; “European Paintings and Deco- 
rative Arts Walks” begin at 11:30 a.m.; 
“American Painting and Decorative Arts 
Walks” begin at 12:30 p.m.; “Art of the 
Ancient World (Classical and Egyptian) 
Walks” begin at 1 p.m.; “Art of Asia 
Walks” begin at 2 p.m; introductory 
walk is also offered Wed. at 6:15 p.m., 
Sat. at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., and 
Sun. at 1:30 p.m 

— Permanent Gallery Installations: 
“Late Gothic Gallery,” featuring a re- 
stored 15th-century stained glass win- 
dow from Hampton Court, 14th- and 
15th-century stone, alabaster, and 
polychrome wood sculptures from 
France and the Netherlands; “Mummy 
Mask Gallery,” a newly renovated 
Egyptian gallery, features primitive 
masks dating from as far back as 2500 
B.C.; “European Decorative Arts from 
1950 to the Present”; “John Singer Sar- 
gent: Studies for MFA and Boston Pub- 
lic Library Murals.” 

— Exhibitions: Ongoing: “Earth Trans- 
formed: Chinese Ceramics from the 
MFA”; “Contemporary American 
Glass”; “The Alan and Simone Hart- 
man Collection of English Silver 1680- 
1760: The Huguenot Legacy”; “Viet- 
namese Ceramics”; “The Art of Africa, 
Oceania, and the Ancient Americas”; 
“New Egyptian Funerary Arts and An- 
cient Near East Galleries”; “Renault’s 
Automedon”; “American Traditions: Art 
of the People”; “Face to Face with the 
Builder of the Great Pyramid”; “RSVP: 
Sarah Sze.” Through Jan. 30: “Cerith 
Wyn Evans.” Through March 13: “High 
Style and Hoop Skirts: 1850s Fashion.” 
— Special Exhibitions:Through Jan. 9: 
“Art Deco: 1910-1939.” 

— Gallery lectures are free with muse- 
um admission. Thurs. at 11 a.m., “Eu- 
ropean Decorative Arts in the 
Kuntskammer.” Sat. at noon, “Me- 
dieval Art at the MFA.” Wed. at 
6:30 p.m., “Introduction to the Muse- 
um Collections” (in Russian) 
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE (617-723- 
2500), Science Park, Boston. Sat.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.- 
9 p.m. Admission $13, $11 for seniors, 
$10 for ages 3-11. The Museum fea- 
tures the Theater of Electricity (with 
indoor thunder-and-lightning shows 
daily at noon and 2 p.m. and on Fri. at 
7 p.m.) and more than 600 hands-on 
exhibits. Ongoing: “A Bird’s World”; 
“Dinosaurs: Modeling the Mesozoic”; 
“Current Science & Technology Cen- 
ter”; “Journey into Amazing Caves”; 
“Natural Mysteries”; “Cahners Com- 
puterPlace”; “The Virtual Fish Tank”; 
“The Light House: Beaming, Bouncing, 
and Bending Light”; “Messages”; “Sci- 
ence in the Park: Playing with Forces 
and Motion”; “Human Body Connec- 
tion’; “The Computing Revolution.” 
Through Jan. 3: “Strange Matter.” 





MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION 
(617-522-6547), Larz Anderson Park, 
15 Newton St., Brookline. Tues.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for 
seniors, students, and ages 6-16. Ex 
hibits focus on the automobile and its 
role in American society. Ongoing 
“New England Paves the Way. 
NATIONAL CENTER OF AFRO- 
AMERICAN ARTISTS (617-442 
8614), 300 Walnut Ave., Roxbury 
Tues.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $4, $3 
for students and seniors. Ongoing: “As 
pelta: A Nubian King’s Burial Cham 
ber.” 

NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lex 
ington. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Free admission. On 
going: “Lexington Alarm’d,” an intro 
duction to Colonial Lexington explor 
ing the town’s connection to the Revo 
lutionary War; “Made in Massachu 
setts;” “To Build and Sustain: Freema 
sons in American Community”; “A 
Glimpse of Boston Theater: 1850- 
1903.” Through Feb. 6: “Satisfaction 
Guaranteed: Mail-Order Catalogs in 
the United States.” Through April 24 
“The Western Pursuit of the American 
Dream: Selections from the Collection 
of Kenneth W. Rendell.” 

NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM (617- 
973-5200), Central Wharf, Boston 
Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $13.50, 
$11.50 for seniors, $7.50 for ages 3- 
11, free for children under 3. More 
than 70 exhibits featuring aquatic ani- 
mals from Boston Harbor to the Ama- 
zon River. Includes the 200,000-gallon 
giant ocean tank, with sharks, moray 
eels, 600 pound sea turtles, and hun 
dreds of other Caribbean creatures 
Pick up a hermit crab or watch vets 
care for animals in the Aquarium Med- 
ical Center 

— Now open: “Living Links: Choices 
for Survival” with baby sea turtles, poi 
son arrow frogs, and rare tropical fish 
that shows how people affect aquatic 
life both postively and negatively 
around the world. Through Dec. 2005: 
“Amazing Jellies.” 

NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM 
(413-298-4100), 9 Glendale Rd., Stock 
bridge. Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat 
Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $12, free 
for ages 18 and under when accompa 
nied by an adult. The Museum houses 
Rockwell’s studio, and the world’s largest 
collection of his paintings. Ongoing: “My 
Adventures as an Illustrator.” Through 
Jan. 23: “Norman Rockwell’s 322 ‘Satur- 
day Evening Post’ Covers.” Through May 
30: “Building Books: The Art of David 
Macaulay.” 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978- 
745-9500), East India Square, Liberty & 
Essex Sts., Salem. Daily., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Admission $13, $11 for seniors, $9 for 
students, free for ages 16 and under 
Museum complex on two adjacent city 
blocks features 30 galleries, art and ar 
chitecture from America, Asia, and the 
Pacific, historic house tours, and a re- 
search library. Ongoing: “A Work in 
Progress: The New Museum”; “A Folk 
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“The Saltonstall Family 
“Three Centuries of Salem 


Art Sampler”; 
Portraits”; 
Architecture”; “Shorelines”; “The 
Copeland Collection of Chinese Cerami 
Figures.” 

Liberty Street Building. The museum 


features a collection of marine paintings 





and drawineries devoted to porce 
lacquerware, ivory, furniture 
of the China Trade 

Essex Street Building 
toric houses dating back to 1684, and a 


research library. Museum features sil 
ver, glass and 


eramics, portraits and 
landscape paintings, and dolls and 
Permanent exhibitions: “Days of 
Judgment,” an exhibition commemo 
rating the 300th 
Salem Witch Trials. Guided tours of the 
John Ward House (1684), the 
gian Crowninshield-Bentley 
1727), and the Federal Gardner-Pin 
gree House (1804). Through Jan. 30 
“Our Land: Contemporary Art from the 
Arctic.” Through Aug. 2005: “In Na 
ture’s Company.’ 
REVOLVING MUSEUM (978-937 
2787), 22 Shattuck St., Lowell. Thurs 
Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through Feb. 12 
“Free Wheelin’: The Art of Rolling.’ 
STERLING AND FRANCINE 
CLARK ART INSTITUTE (413-458- 
2303), 225 South St., Williamstown 
Museum’s collection centers on French 
Impressionist paintings, including over 
30 by Renoir, plus American works by 
Homer, Sargent, Cassatt, and Reming 
ton, as well as extensive collections of 
prints, drawings, silver, and sculpture 
Open Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$10, free for 18 and under. Through 
Jan. 2: “Medieval Mystery: Who Is the 
Master of the Embriodered Foliage?”; 
“Albrecht Durer: The Life of the Vir 
gin.” Through Jan. 9: “Masks and Mas 
querades.” 
WADSWORTH ATHENEUM (860- 
278-2670), 600 Main St., Hartford, CT 
Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $9, $7 for sen- 
iors, $5 for students, free for ages 12 
and under. Collections of American and 
European paintings and sculpture, as 
well as glass, silver, Wallace Nutting fur 
niture, and Meissen porcelain. The sec 
ond floor of the Morgan Building fea 
tures the J. Pierpont Morgan collection 
of American decorative arts. Ongoing 
“We Also Served: African-Americans in 
the U.S. Military — Selections from the 
John H. Motley Collection.” Through 
Winter 2005: “Encore: Diaghilev’s 
‘Sleeping Princess.’” Through Dec. 12 
“Rococo to Romantic: Selections from 
the Permanent Collection.” Through 
Jan. 2: “Ballets Russes to Balanchine 
Dance at the Wadsworth Atheneum.” 
Through March 6: “Traditions/Transi 
tions: The Changing World of Fiber Art 
Through April 10: “Theater, Dance, and 
Porcelain in the Eighteenth Century.’ 
Through Spring 2005: “Ellen Carey/Ma 
trix 153.” Through April 24: “Contempo 
rary Art: Floor to Ceiling, Wall to Wall 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM (508 
799-4406), 55 Salisbury St., Worcester 
Wed., Fri., Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thurs., 
Continued on page 26 
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11 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $8, $6 for seniors and students, 
free for ages 17 and under. Admission 
tree on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. The 
museum includes an extensive collection 
of Asian art in its Chinese, Japanese, In- 
dian, and Istamic galleries. Korean ce- 
ramics from the 5th and 6th centuries 
are on display. The Marianne E. Gibson 
Gallery includes works by John Single 
ton Copley, James Peale, Robert Fulton, 
and Edward Savage. Through Feb. 27 
work by Lily Van der Stokker. Through 
April 2005: “Wall at WAM: Don't Be 
Afraid.” 


photography 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353 
3349). 

Boston University Art Gallery (617 
353-3329), 855 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 23: “In the Vernacular 
Everyday Photographs from the 
Rodger Kingston Collection.” 

Sherman Gallery (617-358-0295), 
775 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m 
5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 17: “Found Polaroids.” 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER (617-577-1400), 41 
Second St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 6: “33 -A 
Life Apart: Photographs from 
Bangladesh and Pakistan by Jamal 
Elias.” 

CLUB PASSIM, (617-492-7679), 47 
Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cambridge 
Daily, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 16: 
“Steve Nelson: Back to the Square: 
Harvard Square and Cambridge, 1967- 
1973.” 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (617-781- 
259-8355), 51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lin- 
coln. Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $6, $4 for seniors, students, 
and children. Through Jan. 2: “Lumi- 
nous Forms: Abstractions in Color Pho- 
tography”; “Abstract Photography in 
the Permanent Collection.” 
EMERSON COLLEGE (617-824- 
8540), Little Bldg., 80 Boylston St., 
Boston. Call for hours. 
— Emerson College Library, 120 Boyl- 
ston St. (617-824-8668). Through Dec 
7: photographs by Bill Fried 
GALLERY AT BOSTON BIOMED- 
ICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE (617- 
658-7700), 64 Grove St., rear en- 
trance, Watertown. Mon.-Fri., 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
work by Lyle Miller and Peter Papesch 
GALLERY KATZ (617-423-6328), 
450 Harrison Ave., third floor, Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Jan. 15: “Structure: Architecture in 
Photography.” 
GALLERY KAYAFAS (617-482-0411), 
450 Harrison Ave., Garden Level, 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 1-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 
noon-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“Julie Melton: Montana: Portraits from 
the Farm”; “Alexandra de Steiguer 
Isles of Shoals.” 
GRIFFIN MUSEUM OF PHOTOG- 
RAPHY (781-729-1158), 67 Shore 
Rd., Winchester. Tues.-Sun., noon- 
4 p.m. Admission $5, $2 seniors, free 
for children and students; free admis- 
sion for all on Thurs. Through Feb. 3: 
“We Skate Hardcore.” Through Feb. 20: 
“Lili Almog: Perfect Intimacy.” 
HARRIET TUBMAN HOUSE (617 
685-5377), 566 Columbus Ave., 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Dec 
8-Feb. 4: “1000 Hands” photographs 
by Eric Antoniou. Reception Dec. 8, 
6 p.m 
LEE GALLERY (781-729-7445), 1 Mt 
Vernon St., Winchester. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“California Landscape: Vintage Pho- 
tographs by Watkins, Dassonville, 
Lange, Noskowiak, and Simpson 1865- 
1940.” 
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF 
ART (617-232-1555), Tower Bldg., 
621 Huntington Ave., Boston. 
— Stephen D. Paine Gallery. Mon.-Fri., 
noon-6 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 11: “Alex Webb: Cross- 
ings. 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, Cambridge 
— MIT Museum (617-253-4444), 265 
Mass. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $5, 
$2 for seniors, students, and youth 5- 
18. Ongoing: “Flashes of Inspiration 
The Work of Doc Edgerton.” 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267- 
9300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston 
Sat.-Tues., 10 a.m.-4:45 p.m., Wed 
Fri., 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m. Admission $15, 
$13 for seniors, students, free for ages 
17 and under during non-school hours 
Voluntary contribution after 4 p.m. on 
Wed. Through April 3: “Josef Sudek 
Poet with a Camera.” 
NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lex 
ington. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Free admission. On 
going: “Lexington Alarm’d,” an intro 





GARDEN OF UNEARTHLY DELIGHTS is among the works in “Gary Baseman: Dumb Luck Revisited,” which is up through 
January 16 at the Paradise Lounge. 


duction to Colonial Lexington explor- 
ing the town’s connection to the Revo- 
lutionary War; “Made in Massachu- 
setts;” “To Build and Sustain: Freema- 
sons 
Through Dec. 12: “The Allen Sisters: 
Pictorial Photographers, 1885-1920.” 
NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-552- 
7145), 330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 29: “Meg Birn- 
baum: Botanical Regenerations.” 
PANOPTICON GALLERY 
WALTHAM (781-647-0100), 435 
Moody St., Waltham. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 15: “Pic- 
ture Taken: Anonymous Snapshot Pho- 
tographs.” 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978- 
745-9500), East India Square, Liberty 
& Essex Sts., Salem. Daily., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Thurs. until 9 p.m. Admission 
$12, $10 for seniors, $8 for students, 
free for ages 16 and under. Museum 
complex on two adjacent city blocks 
features 30 galleries, art and architec- 
ture from America, Asia, and the 
Pacific, historic house tours, and a re- 
search library. Ongoing: “A Work in 
Progress: The New Museum”; “A Folk 
Art Sampler”; “The Saltonstall Family 
Portraits”; “Three Centuries of Salem 
Architecture”; “Shorelines”; “The 
Copeland Collection of Chinese Ceram- 
ic Figures.” Through Jan. 9: “Havana 
Photogrpahs by Robert Polidori.” 
PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAE- 
OLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY (617- 
496-1027), 11 Divinity Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Please call for hours. Through 
Feb. 28: “Field Photography: The 
Marsh Arabs of Iraq, 1934.” 
PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE 
CENTER AT BOSTON UNIVERSI- 
TY (617-353-0600), 832 Comm. Ave., 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Thurs. until 8 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 23: “Contempo 
rary Vernacular.” 

ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY (617- 
267-7997), 38 Newbury St., Boston 
Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 23: work 
by Laura Letinsky, D.W. Mellor. 
SOMEDAY CAFE (617-623-3323), 51 
Davis Sq., Somerville.Somerville. 
Mon.-Thurs., 7 a.m.-11 p.m.; Fri., 
7 a.m.-midnight; Sat., 8 a.m.-mid- 
night; Sun., 8 a.m.-11 p.m. Through 
Dec. 26: “Adam Holtzman: Recent 
Works.” 

SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY LAW 
SCHOOL Adams Gallery (617-573- 
8508), 120 Tremont St., Boston. Daily, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 18: “Im- 
ages of Transformation: From Big Dig 
to Rose Kennedy Greenway.” 
WELLESLEY COLLEGE Davis Muse- 
um and Cultural Center (781-283- 
2051), 106 Central St., Wellesley. 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
4 p.m.; Wed., until 8 p.m. Through 
Jan. 16: Valery Koshlyakov. 





schools & 
universities 


ADDISON GALLERY AT PHILLIPS 
ACADEMY (978-749-4015), Rte. 28 & 
Chapel Ave., Andover. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Perma- 
nent collection includes works by 
Winslow Homer, Maud Morgan, Allan 
Crite, and Justin Kirchoff. Through 
Jan. 2: “Terry Winters Paintings, Draw- 
ings, Prints 1994-2004.” Through Jan 
10: “Missing”; “Rites of Passage.” 


in American Community.” 


Through Jan. 25: “Director’s Choice: A 
Fresh Look at Winslow Homer.” 
AMHERST COLLEGE Mead Art Mu- 
seum (413-542-2335), Rtes. 9 & 116, 
Amherst. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m.; Thurs., 10 a.m.-9 p.m. The 
Dickinson Homestead, the birthplace 
and home of the poet Emily Dickinson 
for over 40 years, is open for guided 
tours from March through mid-Decem- 
ber. Through Dec. 19: “East Asian Art: 
Recent Aquisitions and Loans”; “The 
Pain of War.” 

ART INSTITUTE OF BOSTON AT 
LESLEY UNIVERSITY (617-585- 
6676), 700 Beacon St., Boston. Mon.- 
Sat., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 15: “Immersion.” 
BOSTON COLLEGE McMullen Muse- 
um (617-552-8100), Chestnut Hill. 
Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m.Closed holidays. 

— Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. Library (617- 
552-4470). Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Ongoing: ’”Tip’ O'Neill Memorial Ex- 
hibit.” 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353- 
3349). 

— Howard Gotlieb Archival Research 
Center (617-353-3696), 771 Comm. 
Ave. Through Jan. 7: “Sue Grafton: 
Woman of Mystery.” Through Feb. 28: 
“The American Presidency: White 
House Documents.” 

— Sherman Gallery (617-358-0295), 
775 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 17: “Keepsake: A Juried Exhibi- 
tion of Works Using or Inspired by 
Found Images.” 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY Rose Art 
Museum (781-736-3434), 415 South 
St., Waltham. Tues.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Admission $3, $2 for seniors, free for 
children 16 and under. Through Dec. 
12: “William Kentridge: Tide Table”; 
“Yun-Fei Ji: The Empty City”; 
“Francesco Clemente: Tandoori Satori 
and Commonplace.” 

BROOKS SCHOOL Lehman Art Cen- 
ter (978-725-6232), 1160 Great Pond 
Rd., North Andover. Tues.-Fri., 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 8:30 a.m.-noon; 
Sun., 2:30-5 p.m. Through Dec. 15: 
“Brooks Goes Hollywood.” 

BUNKER HILL COMMUNITY COL- 
LEGE (617-228-2018), 250 New 
Rutherford Ave., Boston. Call for 
hours. Through Jan. 28: “Peter Mad- 
den: Preserved.” Reception Dec. 16, 6- 
8 p.m. 

EMMANUEL COLLEGE Lillian 
Immig Gallery (617-735-9992), 400 
The Fenway, Boston. Mon.-Thurs., 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Dec. 15: 
“Wonderment.” 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RAD- 
CLIFFE INSTITUTE, Cambridge. 

— Arnold Arboretum of Harvard Uni- 
versity (617-524-1718), 125 Arbor- 
way, Jamaica Plain. Call for hours. 
More than 6500 species of plants in a 
265-acre botanical garden designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted. 

— Department of the History of Sci- 
ence Special Exhibition Gallery (617) 
495-2779, 1 Oxford St., Cambridge. 
Through Jan. 14: “Bringing Nature In- 
side: 17th Century Natural History, 
Classification, and Vision. 

— Busch-Reisinger Museum (617-495- 
9400), 32 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 
1¢ a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admis- 
sion $6.50, $5 for students and sen- 
iors, free for ages 18 and under. Free 
on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. Tours 
Mon.-Fri. at 1 p.m. Features Central 
and Northern European art, including 
late medieval, Renaissance, and 
Baroque sculpture, 16th-century paint- 
ing, and 18th-century porcelain. Fea- 
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tures a collection of 20th-century Ger- 
man works. Through Jan. 2: “Depen- 
dent Objects.” 

— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
(617-495-3251), 24 Quincy St. Mon.- 
Sat., 9 a.m.-11:30 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
11:30 p.m. Through Jan. 7: “Retrospec- 
tion Under Duress, Reprise: A Solo Exhi- 
bition by Stephen Prina.” Reception 
Dec. 10, 11 p.m. Through April 17: 
“Huyghe + Corbusier: Harvard Project.” 
— David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies (617-495-9702), 61 
Kirkland St., Cambridge. Call for 
hours. Through Jan. 5: “Adal Maldona- 
do: Auto-Portraits: Blue Bananas on 
Fire.” 

— Fogg Art Museum (617-495-9400), 
32 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission 
$6.50, $5 for students and seniors, free 
for ages 18 and under. Free admission 
on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. Tours 
Mon.-Fri. at 11 a.m. The decorative 
arts gallery includes 17th- and 18th- 
century British and American silver, 
furniture, and porcelain. The Maurice 
Wertheim Collection features Impres- 
sionist and Post-Impressionist works. 
Ongoing: “To Students of Art and 
Lovers of Beauty: Highlights from the 
Collection of Grenville L. Winthrop.” 
Through Jan. 30: “Prints: System, 
Style, and Subject.” 

— Houghton Library (617-495-2509), 
Harvard Yard near Mass. Ave. and 
Quincy St. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Harvard’s Love Affair with Russian 
Books: Israel Perlstein, Leading Ameri- 
can Bookdealer in Slavic Materials.” 
— Harvard University Museum of Nat- 
ural History (617-495-3045), 26 Ox- 
ford St. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$7.50, $6 for students and seniors, $5 
for ages 3-18, free for ages 2 and 
under. Free on Sun. from 9 a.m. to 
noon. The “Ware Collection of Glass 
Models and Plants” includes more than 
3,000 glass flowers. The Mineralogical 
and Geological Museums feature min- 
eral and ore collections, with displays 
of gems and meteorites. The Museum 
of Comparative Zoology covers species 
from the earliest fossil invertebrates 
and reptiles to fish and reptiles alive 
today. Exhibitions also include whale 
skeletons, the largest turtle shell ever 
found, the Harvard mastodon, and a 
42-foot-long Kronosaurus, the only 
complete and mounted model of the 
sea reptile in the country. Extended: 
“Romancing the Stone: The Many 
Facets of Tourmalines.” Ongoing ex- 
hibits include “Modeling Nature,” an 
exhibit on glass and its use as an artis- 
tic and scientific medium; “Birth- 
stones”; a “Great Mammal” hall; and 
the Romer Hall of Vertebrate Paleon- 
tology. Through May 1: “Origins: Life’s 
First Three Billion Years.” — Gallery 
lectures are free. Dec. 9 at 6 p.m., 
“Conserving Wild Russia: Russia’s Role 
in Protecting the World’s Remote 
Places.” 

— Peabody Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnology (617-496-1027), 11 Di- 
vinity Ave. Ongoing: “Hail of the North 


| American Indian: Change and Continu- 


ity”; “Pacific Islands Art and Artifacts”; 
“Distinguished Casts: Curating Lost 
Monuments”; “Encounters with the 
Americas.” Through Dec. 30: “From 
Nation to Nation: Examining Lewis 
and Clark’s Indian Collection.” 
Through April 30: “Bringing Japan to 
Boston. Through June 30: “Imazighen! 
Beauty and Artisanship in Berber Life.” 
— Radcliffe Ceramics Studio (617- 
354-8705), 219 Western Ave., Allston. 
Thurs., 3-8 p.m.; Fri.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 





6 p.m. Dec. 16-19: “Holiday Show & 
Sale.” Reception Dec. 16, 3-8 p.m. 

— Arthur M. Sackler Museum (617- 
495-9400), 485 Broadway. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admis- 
sion $6.50, $5 for seniors and students, 
free for ages 18 and under. Free admis- 
sion on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. Do- 
cent tours Mon.-Fri. at 2 p.m. The sec- 
ond and fourth floors feature a perma- 
nent collection of works from Oriental, 
Islamic, Roman, and other ancient cul- 
tures. Through Jan. 2: “Closely Fo- 
cused, Intensely Felt: Selections from 
the Norma Jean Calderwood Collection 
of Islamic Art.” Through March 13: “A 
Compelling Legacy: Masterworks of 
East Asian Painting.” 

— Semitic Museum (617-495-4631), 6 
Divinity Ave. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m. Ongoing: “Nuzi 
and the Hurrians: Fragments from a 
Forgotten Past”; “Ancient Cyprus: The 
Cesnola Collection”; “The Sphinx and 
the Pyramids: 100 Years of American 
Archaeology at Giza”; “The Houses of 
Ancient Israel: Domestic, Royal, Di- 
vine.” 

MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF 
ART (617-232-1555), Tower Bldg., 
621 Huntington Ave., Boston. Mon.- 
Fri., 10 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.- 
10 p.m. 

— Bakalar Gallery (617-879-7333). 
Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 11: 
“Morph”; “Feed: Artists + Digital 
Influence.” 

— Stephen D. Paine Gallery. Mon.-Fri., 
noon-6 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 11: “Alex Webb: Cross- 
ings.” 

— Student Life Gallery, Kennedy 
Bldg., 621 Huntington Ave., 2nd fl. 
Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Ongoing: 
“Under Pressure.” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, Cambridge. 

— MIT Museum (617-253-4444), 265 
Mass. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $3. 


| Ongoing: “Mind and Hand: The Mak- 


ing of MIT Scientists and Engineers”; 
“Robots and Beyond: Exploring 
Artificial Intelligence at MIT”; “Holog- 
raphy: The Light Fantastic”; “Flashes of 
Inspiration: The Work of Doc Edger- 
ton”; “Gestural Engineering: The 
Sculpture of Arthur Ganson”; “Thinka- 
palooza.” Through July 2005: “The 
Clipper Ship Era.” Dec. 15-Feb. 13: “Vi- 
sualizing Physics: Transforming Sci- 
ence Learning at MIT.” — Gallery lec- 
tures are free. Dec. 15 at noon, “Object 
Lesson: Amazing Bubbles.” 

— Center for Advanced Visual. Studies 
(617-253-4415), 265 Mass. Ave. 
Through Spring 2005: “The Traveling 
Magazine Table.” 

— Compton Gallery (617-253-4444), 
77 Mass. Ave. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 30: “The Art of Structur- 
al Design: A Swiss Legacy.” 

— Dean’s Gallery (617-253-9455), 50 
Memorial Dr. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through April 1: “Robert Rauschen- 
berg: XXXIV Drawings for Dante’s In- 
ferno.” 

— Hart Nautical Galleries (617-253- 
5492), 55 Mass Ave. Daily, 9 a.m.- 
8 p.m. Ongoing: “Ship Models: The 
Evolution of Ship Design”; “Deep Fron- 
tiers: Ocean Engineering at MIT”; 
“IQuarium.” 

— List Visual Arts Center (617-253- 
4680), 20 Ames St., Cambridge. Daily, 
noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “John 
Coplans: Body Parts: A Self-Portrait”; 
“Cerith Wyn Evans: Thoughts Unsaid, 
Now Forgotten”; “Yael Bartana: Three 
Films.” 








Strobe Alley (617-253-4629), 77 
Mass. Ave. Call for hours. Ongoing 
“Never Stop Learning: The Life and 
Legacy of Harold Edgerton.” 

—Wolk Gallery (617-253-2825), 77 
Mass. Ave., Room 7-338. Mon.-Fri., 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 28: “Verti- 
cal City: The Life and Design of Pruitt- 
Igoe.” 

— Women’s Studies Program (617 
253-8844), Rm. 14E-316, 77 Mass 
Ave. Call for hours. Ongoing: “Women 
at MIT.” 

MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY (978-922-8222), 23 Essex 
St., Beverly. Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Feb. 5: “A New Order: Appro 
priation Art in the Digital Age.” 

— Carol Schlosberg Alumni Gallery. 
Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri., 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m. 
Through Dec. 22: “Fred Lynch: Coffee 
Cup Series.” 

— 301 Cabot St. Studio. Mon.-Fri., 
noon-4 p.m. Through Dec. 11: “Fine 
Arts Senior Thesis Show.” 

— 292 Gallery, 292 Cabot St. Through 
Dec. 3: illustrations by Aaron Meshon. 
Through Dec. 11: “Our Stories: Work 
Inspired by Faith Ringgold.” 

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE ART 
MUSEUM (413-538-2245), South 
Hadley. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.- 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Free admission. Ongo- 
ing: “Asian Art.” Through Dec. 12: “Va- 
lenciennes, Daubigny, and the Origins 
of French Landscape Painting.” 
NEWBURY COLLEGE Library (617- 
730-7070), 150 Fisher Ave., Brookline. 
Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-8 p.m. Through Dec. 30: 
“Sylvia Stagg-Giuliano: A Walk in the 
Past.” 

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
(617-373-2249), Boston. 

— Ryder Hall Atrium, 147 Forsyth St. 
Daily, 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Ongoing: “Recent 
Urban Design: Work in Boston.” 
REGIS COLLEGE, Carney Gallery, 
(781-768-8367), 235 Wellesley St., 
Weston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

— Spellman Museum of Stamps & 
Postal History. Thurs.-Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for students 
and seniors, free for ages 16 and 
under. Exhibits include rare Lindbergh 
material from 1927 transatlantic flight, 
US and Boston airmail history, and in- 
ternational airmail including the 
world’s first airmail flight in India in 
1911. 

RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DE- 
SIGN Museum of Art (401-454-6500), 
224 Benefit St., Providence, RI. Tues.- 
Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 
for seniors, $3 for students, $2 for ages 
5-18. Ongoing: “19th-Century Paint- 
ing, Sculpture and Decorative Arts”; 
“Rethinking the Romans: New Views of 
Ancient Sculpture.” Through Jan. 23: 
“Dreams and Nightmares: German 
Graphic Arts, 1900-33.” Through Jan. 
30: “Island Nations: New Art from 
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and 
Puerto Rico.” Through Feb. 13: “What’s 
in a Name? The Paisley Pattern and 
Kashmir Shawls.” Through April 17: 
“Celebrating the Jewish Contribution 
to Twentieth Century American Art.” 
SIMMONS COLLEGE Trustman Art 
Gallery (617-521-2268), 300 The Fen- 
way, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m. Through Dec. 10: “John 
Powell: Lit.” 

STONEHILL COLLEGE Cushing- 
Martin Library (508-238-6250), 320 
Washington St., Easton. Mon.-Fri., 
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Through Dec. 10: “You 
Are Here: Rediscovering Landscape.” 
SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY New Eng- 
land School of Art & Design Gallery 
(617-536-0383), 75 Arlington St., 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat., 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 23: “God’s Bits Wood”; 
“Mary Sherman: Cold Fish: When 
Paintings and Mechanics Collide.” 


TUFTS UNIVERSITY Aidekman Arts * 


Center (617-627-3518), 40R Talbot 
Ave., Medford. Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 19: “Overt/ 
Covert”; “MFA Thesis Exhibition.” 

— Royall House Slave Quarters (781- 
396-9032), 15 George St. Wed.-Sun., 
2-5 p.m. Ongoing: “From Africa to 
Medford: The Untold Story of the Roy- 
all House Slaves.” 

UMASS-LOWELL McGauvran Stu- 
dent Center (978-934-3491), 71 
Wilder St., Lowell. Mon.-Sat., noon- 
3 p.m. Through Dec. 17: work by Kath- 
leen Cammarata. 

WELLESLEY COLLEGE (781-283- 
2051), 106 Central St., Wellesley. 
Davis Museum and Cultural Center, 
Tues.-Sun., noon-4 p.m. Ongoing: “Art 
of the Ancient Americas”; “Divine Mir- 
rors: The Madonna Unveiled”; “African 
Art In/Out of Context”; “The Multiple.” 
Through Dec. 12: work by Lawrence 
Weiner. Through Dec. 14: “Infinte Pos- 
sibilities: Serial Imagery in 20th Centu- 
ry Drawings.”; “American Identities: 
Twentieth Century Prints from the 
Nancy Gray Sherrill Class of 1954 Col- 
lection.” Through Jan.: work by Valery 
Koshlykov. 
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COMPLIMENTARY MOVIE PASSES 





@ THURSDAY 

7:30 (44) Viewer Favorites. As- 
suming there are any left — viewers or 
favorites. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:30 (2) John Denver: The 
Wildlife Concert. Yeah, yeah. (Until 
11:05 p.m.) 

1:15 a.m. (2) The Kennel Mur- 
der Case (movie). Director Michael 
Curtiz’s 1933 Philo Vance murder mys- 
tery set at a Long Island dog show 
With William Powell and Mary Astor. 
(Until 2:29 a.m.) 


@ FRIDAY 

12:05 a.m. (2) Get Down Tonight 
— The Disco Explosion. Repeated 
from last week. KC and the Sunshine 
band host this dance marathon with 
help from Frankie Valli, Karen-Lynn 
Gorney (the leggy co-star of 1977’s 
Saturday Night Fever tours that movie's 
Brooklyn shooting locations), Danny 
ferrio, Barry Williams, and Irene Cara 
Also in tribute to SNF, we have clips of 
the Bee Gees “Stayin’ Alive” (which 
eluded some of them), plus Yvonne E] 
liman doing “If | Can’t Have You” (with 
the accent on the “You”), the Trammps 
with “Disco Inferno,” and Taveres 
praising “More Than a Woman.” But 
that’s not all. As an extra added bonus, 
A Taste of Honey perform the tone 
poem “Boogie Oogie Oogie,” Wild 
Cherry's Rob Parissi does “Play That 
Funky Music,” Norma Jean Wright and 
Luci Martin recall “Le Freak,” and Leo 
Sayer crawls back from wherever the 
hell he’s been to explain “You Make Me 
Feel like Dancing” (Until 2:32 a.m.) 
2:32 a.m. (2) Blackmail (movie) 
A 1929 talkie version of a Hitchcock 
silent murder mystery about a woman 
who kills an assailant and ends up 
being blackmailed even as her 
boyfriend investigates the case. This 
was the first talking picture produced 
in England (and the first by Hitch- 
cock). Starring Anne Ondra (but not 
her voice), Sara Allgood, and John 
Longden. Well, 1929 was one heck of 
a long time ago. To be repeated on 
Monday at 2:30 a.m. (Until 4 a.m.) 


@ SATURDAY 

1:30 (4) Basketball. Indiana versus 
Kentucky followed by Stanford versus 
Michigan State. 

2:30 (2) Alone in the Wilder- 
ness. Repeated from last week. A fan- 
tastic DIY-quality documentary based 
on woodsman/craftsman Richard 
Proenneke’s self-imposed exile to the 
Alaskan wilderness. The adventure 
began in 1968, when Proenneke built 
a cabin on a remote Alaskan lake using 
(mostly) native materials. The guy’s 
ability to fashion a household out of 
stumps, moss, and raw lumber puts 
any Boy Scout (and most general con- 
tractors) to shame. Better than any 
episode of This Old House. To be re- 
peated this afternoon at 4:30 p.m. on 
Channel 44. (Until 4 p.m.) 

7:00 (2) André Rieu: Live in Tus- 
cany. We don't mind that he’s alive, 
and we don’t care that he’s in Tuscany. 
What gets us is his godawful perform- 
ance. (Until 9 p.m.) 

7:00 (4) Holiday at Pops. The an- 
nual televised Boston Pops Christmas 
concert. (Until 9 p.m.) 

7:30 (44) Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein’s Cinderella. Repeated from 
last week. Julie Andrews hosts a re- 
play of the 1957 television production 
of R&H’s musical Cinderella, which at- 
tracted what was then the largest TV 
audience ever to a given show. To be 
repeated on Monday at 4 a.m. (Until 
9:30 p.m.) 

8:00 (7) The Last Ride (movie). 
Some sort of elaborate ad for Pontiac 
GTOs starring Dennis Hopper as an 
ex-con out to take revenge on the guy 
who set him up for arrest with the 
help of his grandson but hindered by 
his son (a cop raised by the guy who 
set Hopper up for arrest). And some- 
how the whole thing hinges on the re- 
trieval of a 1969 GTO, the search for 
which is accomplished in a 2004 GTO. 
It’s a sad world after all. Sleazy rider? 
(Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Josh Groban Live at the 
Greek. Another survivor. Actually, 
this guy had his US reputation made 
by PBS appearances. This concert 
comes from some early-September 
shows at the Greek Theatre in Los An- 
geles. Josh, not content with being a 
prodigy singing sensation (he’s now 
23) is turning into an international 
Wayne Newton. He even does a drum 
solo. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (4) The Story of Santa 
Claus. An animated musical holiday 


hot 
dots 
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special covering Santa’s biography. 
(Until 10 p.m.) 

9:30 (44) George Jones: 50 
Years of Hits. Repeated from last 
week. George has had more songs on 
the Billboard charts than any other 
performer (format aside). Trace Ad 
kins, Kenny Chesney, Harry Connick 
Jr., Vince Gill, Amy Grant, Merle Hag- 
gard, Emmylou Harris, Alan Jackson, 
Kris Kristofferson, Patty Loveless, 
Shelby Lynne, Martina McBride, Aaron 
Neville, Randy Travis, Tanya Tucker, 
Wynonna Judd, and more gather in 
Nashville (in September 2004) to pay 
tribute to the 73-year-old country 
master. (Until 11 p.m.) 

11:00 (2) In the Life. According to 
the ITL people, this show is devoted to 
segments on gay marriage. According 
to the WGBH Web site, this show isn’t 
even airing. But according to the pro- 
gram schedule, it is. So you take your 
chances, but we figure Josh will have 
wrapped it up by now. The gay-mat 
riage show includes reports on the legal 
impact of marriage and even lets the 
morons on the religious right have their 
benighted say. On the other hand, this 
could be a show about gay undercur- 
rents in comic books. (Until midnight.) 


@ SUNDAY 

Noon (44) 12:30 (2) Viewer Fa- 
vorites. For almost a month we've 
lived without PBS; now it won't even 
tell us what we’re missing. (Until mid- 
night.) 

1:00 (4) Football. The Pats versus 
the Cincinnati Bengals. 

4:00 (25) Football. The St. Louis 
Rams versus the Carolina Panthers 
8:00 (7) National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation. Chevy Chase 
and Beverly D’Angelo take the extend- 
ed Griswald clan through the holiday 
season with predictable non-stop dis- 
aster. Randy Quaid as Cousin Eddie 
steals the show. From 1989. (Until 
10 p.m.) 

Midnight (2) And Then There 
Were None (movie). Whew! Now 
that we’ve survived all those viewer 
favorites . . . The WGBH program- 
schedule blurb writers think this early 
Agatha Christie adaptation was made 
in 1940. In fact, it was 1945. Sort of a 
Survivor motif (10 potential victims on 
an island) with real death instead of 
banishment as the booby prize. Star- 
ring Barry Fitzgerald, Roland Young, 
Walter Huston, Judith Anderson, and 
Mischa Auer. (Until 1:37 a.m.) 

1:00 a.m. (44) Sing We Now of 
Christmas: A Festival of Carols. 
Repeated from last week. Watch you 
now the 100-voice First Presbyterian 
Church of Davenport, Iowa, Choir 
(plus symphony orchestra, kids’ 
choirs, and bell choir). Listen to you 
now as they sing them now all the fa- 
miliar carols. To be repeated tonight at 
4 a.m. on Channels 2 and 44. (Until 
2 a.m.) 

1:37 a.m. (2) Algiers (movie). A 
1938 remake of the 1937 Jean Gabin 
classic Pépé le Moko, with Charles 
Boyer in that film’s title role. Going 
with Chas to the Casbah is the fetch- 
ing Hedy Lamarr. Joseph Calleia, Alan 
Hale, and Gene Lockhart also star. 
(Until 3:30 a.m.) 


m@ MONDAY 

7:30 (2, 44) Viewer Favorites. 
Gilfaethwy the Intrepid But Basically 
Unpronounceable confronted Edith 
the Half-Blind Sorceress at the Ancient 
Great Gate of Thuen. “Hye!” cackled 
Edith. “You shall not pass without an- 
swering two out of three questions.” 
“Ask away, foul gatekeeper,” replied 
Gil. “Name the Seven Deadly Dwarfs,” 
challenged Edith. “Ah... ,” said Gil. 
“Time’s up,” returned Edith. “Name 
the 10 Little Indians.” “One-Li’le, Two- 
Li‘le, Three-Li'le . . . ,” answered Gil. 
“Oh, all right,” interrupted Edith. 
“Everybody gets that one. Now, who 
was the starting catcher for the 1960 
Pittsburgh Pirates?! Huh?!” Gilfaeth- 
wy the Intrepid But Basically Unpro- 
nounceable thought and thought. Was 
it Smoky Burgess or Danny Kravitz? 
Or perhaps Smoky Kravitz? His mind 





He took his best shot. 
Sm-Smoky Burgess,” he 
stammered. Strobe lights flashed 
above the Ancient Great Gate of 
Thuen. Chimes rang out that could be 
heard as far away as Glen Blowen. 
“Bonus Round! Ronus Bound!” taunt- 
ed Edith. “What was Smoky’s real 
name? Answer this correctly and you 
shall pass through yon Gate of Thuen 
in a brand new 2005 Pontiac Aztec, 
the Edsel of the 21st century — an 
embarrassment now, but bound to be 
a collectors’ item by 2030.” “Oh, screw 
this. I'll take the long way around 
through the forest,” muttered Gil as he 
turned to walk away. “Did you say For- 
cried Edith. “That's correct! 
Forrest Harrill Burgess! You may pass.” 
“Thanks, Edith,” said Gilfaethwy, “but 
keep the hideous car. I’m just going to 
the library. See you tomorrow.” (Until 
11 p.m.) 

9:00 (5) Football. The Kansas City 
Chiefs versus the Tennessee Titans 


@ TUESDAY 

8:00 (2) Nova: Deep Sea Invasion. It 
would seem there’s more lurking at 
the bottom of the sea than just rusty 
ocean liners and Godzilla. Caulerpa 
taxifolia, for example — a kind of 
killer algae that destroys all other ma- 
rine life. A look at its discovery (by 
French biologist Alexandre Meinesz in 
the Mediterranean), its cause, and its 
possible cure. To be repeated tonight 
at 4 a.m., and at 1 and 4 a.m. on 
Channel 44. (Until 9 p.m.) 

8:00 (5) I Want a Dog for Christ- 
mas, Charlie Brown. Snoopy is 
captured by terrorists, and Charlie 
goes to the pound to find a replace- 
ment in time for Christmas. (Until 
9 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Frontline: Dangerous Pre- 
scription. An investigation of the Food 
and Drug Administration, which has 
approved several medicines only to 
have to recall them after patients have 
died or been otherwise inconve- 
nienced. To be repeated tonight at 
4 a.m. on Channel 44. (Until 10 p.m.) 
9:00 (44) Alan Alda in Scientific 
American Frontiers: Losing /t. Sort 
of a public-TV version of The Biggest 
Loser with Alda moderating a study in- 
volving a variety of fat people and a 
variety of weight-loss programs. (Until 
10 p.m.) 

10:00 (44) Nova: Killer Disease on 
Campus. In which we’re reminded that 
college can be as dangerous as the 
bottom of the sea. A look at meningo- 
coccal meningitis, a bacterial infection 
that can take a body from queasy to 
deceased in a matter of days, and how 
it seems to thrive on the poorly nour- 
ished but well educated teens of 
America. (Until 11 p.m.) 

5:00 a.m. (44) Independent 
Lens: Girl Wrestler. A film about 
Texas high-schooler Tara Neal and her 
crusade to wrestle on boys’ teams. 
(Until 6 a.m.) 


m@ WEDNESDAY 

8:00 (2) This Is a Game, Ladies. 
And this is one game lady. A documen- 
tary about the Rutgers University 
women’s basketball team and its 
coach, C. Vivian Stringer, who came to 
wider prominence recently as part of 
the coaching team behind the 2004 
Gold Medal US women’s Olympic bas- 
ketball squad. The focus is on the 
Scarlet Knights’ 2000-2001 season. To 
be repeated tonight at 4 a.m. on Chan- 
nels 2 and 44. (Until 10 p.m.) 

8:00 (44) The Civil War: The Cause 
(1861). In another breathtaking dis- 
play of innovation, PBS is replaying 
Ken Burns’s landmark 1990 multi-part 
documentary on the American Civil 
War, with some remastering and 
soundtrack upgrading. This first in- 
stallment looks at the slavery issue, 
the states’-rights issue, the impact of 
the election of Abe Lincoln, and the 
firing on Fort Sumter. (Until 10 p.m.) 


@ THURSDAY 

8:00 (2) Peter and Paul and the 
Christian Revolution: The Rock 
and the River. This series about the 
early days of the Christ movement fol- 
lows Sts. Peter and Paul through per- 
secution and propaganda as they 
spread the new faith throughout the 
Roman Empire. With New Testament 
readings, expert commentary, and 
some re-enactments. (Until 9 p.m.) 
10:00 (2) Soundstage: Chris Isaak 
Christmas. Isaak records his highly 
personal Christmas album with help 
from Stevie Nicks, Brian McKnight, 
and Michael Bublé. (Until 11 p.m.) 
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Invite you and a guest to a special advance 
screening on Saturday, December 11 at 10am 
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To get your advance screening pass stop by 
FAlltaS 25 West Street 


OPENS FRIDAY DECEMBER 17 


This film is rated PG. Supplies limited. No phone calls please. 
. One pass per person. No purchase necessary. 









Register now for PreDating at 


NEWS BOSTON 
150 Kneeland St. 
































Advance registration required - 
email sandy@pre-dating.com or visit 
www.pre-dating.com/boston 
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>Listings 


readings 
@ THURSDAY 9 

ALAN DERSHOWITZ discusses his 
Rights from Wrongs: A Secular Theory of 
the Origins of Rights at 7 p.m. at the 
Harvard Coop, 1400 Mass. Ave., Cam 
bridge. Free; (617) 499-2000 

SUSAN EISENBERG AND DENISE 
BERGMAN read from their poetry at 
7 p.m. at the Central Square Library, 45 
Pearl St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 349- 
4010 

NICK FLYNN reads from his Another 
Bullshit Night in Suck City at 7:30 p.m 
at Trident Booksellers, 388 Newbury 
St., Boston. Free; (617) 267-8688 
CHUCK HOGAN reads from his 
Prince of Thieves at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Charlestown Branch Library, 179 
Main St., Charlestown. Free; (617) 
242-1248 

ANN PARSON discusses her The Pro 
teus Effect: Stem Cells and Their Promise 
for Medicine at 7 p.m. at Porter Square 
Books, Porter Square Shopping Center, 
25 White St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 
491-2220. 

TARA BRAY SMITH reads from her 
West of Then at 7:30 p.m. at Trident 
Booksellers, 388 Newbury St., Boston 
Free; (617) 267-8688 








LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM & 


JAM takes place on Sunday. 


@ FRIDAY 10 

NEW VOICES OPEN MIC is at 
7:30 p.m. at the Center for New Words, 
186 Hampshire St., Cambridge. Tickets 
$5; (617) 876-5310 


@ SATURDAY 11 

MARIA DAMON AND ALAN SOND- 
HEIM read and perform new media 
poetry at 5 p.m. at 77 Mass. Ave., Rm 
1-190, Cambridge. Free; www.analo 
gous.net 

MIKE FELGER signs his Tales from the 
Patriots Sideline at 2 p.m. at the BU 
Barnes & Noble, 660 Beacon St., 
Boston. Free; (617) 267-8484 

LINDA GREGG AND FORREST 
GANDER read from their poetry at 
4 p.m. at the Advocate, 21 South St., 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 576-0128. 
IBBETSON STREET PRESS ISSUE 
16 READING & CELEBRATION 
with Doug Holder, Lo Galluccio, Robert 
K. Johnson, Dorian Brooks, and others 
is at 5 p.m. at McIntyre & Moore Book 
sellers, 255 Elm St., Somerville. Free; 
(617) 629-4840 

“OPEN BARK POETRY NIGHT” 
with Deborah Priestly is at 8 p.m. at 
Out of the Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect 
St., Cambridge. Suggested donation 
$3-$5; (617) 354-5287 


@ SUNDAY 12 

STEPHANIE WELLEN LEVINE dis- 
cusses her Mystics, Mavericks, and Mer- 
rymakers: An Intimate Journey Among 
Hasidic Girls at 1 p.m. at Unicorn 
Books, 1971 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 
Free; (617) 876-4448 

LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM & 
JAM is at 7:30 p.m. at the Lizard 
Lounge, 1667 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 
Tickets $6; (617) 547-0759 

POETRY EXCHANGE hosted by 
Richard Moore is from 3 to 5 p.m. at 
the Harvard Coop, 1400 Mass. Ave., 
3rd floor, Cambridge. Free; (617) 489- 
0519. 


@ MONDAY 13 

JEANNE GUILLEMIN reads from her 
Biological Weapons at 6 p.m. at the 
Boston Public Library, Mezzanine Con 
ference Rm., Copley Sq., Boston. Free; 
(617) 859-2212 

ROLAND MESNIER discusses his 
Dessert University at 2 p.m. at Pierrot 
Bistrot Frangais, 272 Cambridge St 

Boston. Free; (617) 725-8855. 

TONY SANDERS AND ROBERT 
CORDING read from their poetry at 


8 p.m. at the Cambridge Center for 


Adult Education, 56 Brattle St., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $3; (617) 547-6789 
ext. 1 

STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN MIC 
with Jack Powers is at 8 p.m. at Out of 
the Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect St., 
Cambridge. Suggested donation $4; 
(617) 227-0845 


@ TUESDAY 14 
SUSANNA CLARKE reads from her 
Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norell at 
6:30 p.m. at the Boston Public Library, 
Rabb Lecture Hall, Copley Sq., Boston 
Free; (617) 859-2212 


m@ WEDNESDAY 15 

BOSTON POETRY SLAM & OPEN 
MIC is at 8 p.m. at the Cantab Lounge, 
738 Mass. Ave., Central Sq., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $3; (617) 354-2685. 
DORE GOLD discusses his Tower of 
Babble at 7 p.m. at Emerson 105, Har 
vard Yard, Cambridge. Free; (646) 365- 
0030. 

KARYN JONES reads from her poetry 
at noon at Killian Hall, 14W-111, 160 
Memorial Dr., Cambridge. Free; (617) 
253-9821. 

MARTIN. KEMP reads from his 
Leonardo: A Biography at 6 p.m. at the 
Sackler Museum, 485 Broadway, Cam- 
bridge. Free; (617) 495-9400 


@ THURSDAY 16 
MARGARET McLEAN reads 
from her Under Oath at 6 p.m 
at the Boston Public Library, 
Mezzanine Conference Rm., 
Copley Sq., Boston. Free; (617) 
859-2212 


talks 


@ THURSDAY 9 

“THE CRISIS IN DARFUR” 
is a lecture by Jennifer Lean 
ing, Alex de Waal, Eric Reeves, 
and William Schulz at 
5:30 p.m. at the John fF 
Kennedy Library and Museum, 
Columbia Pt., Boston. Free; 
(617) 514-1643 


@ SATURDAY 11 

“A PLAYGROUND OF POLY- 

MERS: FROM STRINGS & 
WORMS TO BOUNCING BALLS & 
GLOWING GOO” is a presentation 
by Howard Stone, Christina Talbot, 
Kathryn Hollar, Daniel Rosenberg, 
Jaime Lush, and Priscilla Medieros at 
10 a.m. at Harvard University, Science 
Center, Lecture Hall B, Harvard Yard, 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 496-7479 


M@ SUNDAY 12 

“A POST-ELECTION ANALYSIS: 
WHAT HAPPENED & WHAT DOES 
IT MEAN FOR THE FUTURE?” is a 
discussion with Michael Goldman at 
5 p.m. at Temple Ohabei Shalom, 
1187 Beacon St., Brookline. Free; 
(617) 742-1836 


@ MONDAY 13 

“BASIC DOCUMENTARY FILM- 
MAKING: A DEMONSTRATION 
OF SHOOTING & EDITING” is a 
presentation by Bob Nesson Mon. 
Tues. at 6 p.m. at the Boston Public Li- 
brary, Copley Sq., Boston. Free; (617) 
859-2270 


@ TUESDAY 14 

“BOSTON AT THE CROSSROADS: 
RACIAL TRENDS IN THE METRO- 
POLITAN AREA IN THE 1990s & 
BEYOND” is a lecture by Guy Stuart 
at noon at the Kennedy School of Gov- 
ernment, Littauer Bldg., 79 JFK St., 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 495-5091. 
“BASIC DOCUMENTARY FILM- 
MAKING: A DEMONSTRATION OF 
SHOOTING & EDITING.” See listing 
for Mon. 


@ WEDNESDAY 15 
“TRAVEL, THEORY, & THE 
SEARCH FOR KNOWLEDGE: 
WESTERN & ISLAMIC JOURNEYS 
TO ‘THE OTHER SHORE’ ” is a lec- 
ture by Roxanne Euben at 4 p.m. at 
Harvard University, 34 Concord Ave., 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 495-8600 


@ THURSDAY 16 
“FISCHERSPOONER SELF-CON- 
STRUCTED & DECONSTRUCTED” 
is a lecture by Warren Fischer and 
Casey Spooner at 5:30 p.m. at Harvard 
University, Carpenter Center for the 
Arts, 24 Quincy St., Cambridge. Free; 
(617) 495-3251 

“WAL-MART & SWEATSHOP 
WORKERS” is a lecture by Ellen 
Rosen at 12:30 p.m. at Brandeis Uni 
versity, Women’s Studies Research Cen 
ter, South St., Waltham. Free; (781) 
736-8100 



















Black beauty 


Joy Williams’s Honored Guest 


Honored Guest 


By Joy Williams, Alfred A. Knopf, 


224 pages, $23. 


eath, disease, or disappearance 
figures in each of the 12 stories 


collected in Honored 

Guest, Joy Williams’s fol- 
low-up to her darkly 
satirical 2000 novel, The 
Quick and the Dead. In 
the title story, a mother 
dying of a terminal illness 
and her high-school-age 
daughter blunder around 
the edges of a numbing, 
inescapable new reality. 
“At the beginning, death 
was giving them the op- 
portunity to be interest- 
ing. This was something 
special. There was only 
one crack at this. But 
then they lost sight of it 
somehow. It became a 
lesser thing, more terri- 
ble. Its meaning crum- 
bled. They began waiting 
for it. Terrible, terrible.” 

Not exactly jolly read- 
ing, but anyone who has 
sampled Williams’s fiction 
knows that she’s not in- 
terested in telling a tidy 
story that can be digested 
and hummed over at the 
end of a long day. When 
the stakes are life and 
death and what happens 


in between, the path is not straight 
and smooth. For that reason, some 
may find a few of these stories bewil- 
dering in their lack of structure and 


resolution. But hang in there. 


The surfaces of Williams’s narratives 
don’t suggest that anything of particu- 
lar importance will be revealed — the 
characters who populate them all have 
a low-key, slightly distanced affect, 
and they live in a recognizable world 
filled with everyday banalities. 
gress” finds Miriam married to Jack, a 
forensic anthropologist and professor 
who takes up bow-hunting at the sug- 
gestion of his adoring student Carl. Six 
pages in, we get this casual report: 
“Then, late one afternoon when Jack 
was out in the woods, he fell asleep in 
his stand and toppled out of a tree, 
critically wounding himself with his 
own arrow, which passed through his 
eye and into his head like a knife 
thrust into a cantaloupe.” (Anyone fa- 
miliar with Williams’s essay “The 
Killing Game” knows that she must rel- 
ish this particular hunter’s fate.) Jack 
is now a semi-vegetable, and Miriam 
bonds with a lamp made from four 
cured deer feet. “She often found her- 
self sitting beside it, staring at it, the 
harsh brown hairs, the dainty pasterns, 


COLD COMFORT: in 
Williams’s stories, 
the sudden, arbi- 
trary nature of life 
and death is an 
ongoing puzzle 


“Con- 


BY JULIA HANNA 


Kierkegaard, “felt strongly that 
thought should never be confused with 
existence.” That’s as far as any summa- 
ry of this story — which includes a 
road trip to a bizarre taxidermy muse- 
um — can go to capture its peculiar 
energy and rhythms. 

The sudden, arbitrary nature of life 


























the polished black hooves, all fastened 


together with a brass gimp band in a 
space the size of a dinner plate. It was 
anarchy, the little lamp, its legs snugly 
bunched. It was whirl, it was hole, it 
was the first far drums.” While Carl 
dotes on the invalid Jack, Miriam’s 
affinity for the lamp grows stronger. 
We learn that it enjoys Moby Dick and, 


having read a smattering of 
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and death is an ongoing puzzle for 
Williams’s characters. In “The Other 
Week,” Francine tells Dennis, a 
lovelorn gardener mourning the death 
of his long-ago nanny: “Now, it sounds 
as though you had a very fortunate 
childhood until you didn’t. It’s what I 
always think when I see cows grazing 
in the fields . . . that they have a very 


nice life until they don’t.” 

A dead man mystifies his friends in 
“Substance” by burdening each of 
them with one of his odd belongings. 
Guilty and annoyed, they begin the 
slow process of discarding the objects 
— except for Louise, who has been left 
a dog. Ambivalent at first, she grows 
attached to the animal, refusing even 
to sell it to the dead man’s brother. 
Then in the course of moving to a new 
apartment, all of her worldly pos- 
sessions (except the dog) are 
stolen. As she mourns her grand- 
mother’s silver tea service, a friend 
reminds her that she never used it. 
“But it’s gone,’ ” she responds 
plaintively. And then thinks to her- 
self: “It was gone, of course, but 
thére was something else, some- 
thing worse. She had made all 
these choices. She had discarded 
this and retained that and it hadn’t 
mattered.” 

That yawning indifference of fate 
and our inability to encompass it 
lie at the heart of these stories. A 
woman begs to have her fortune 
told, only to find she can’t read the 
language in which it’s written. A 
doomed librarian proclaims, 
“Words aren’t much more than a 
waste product now, space junk. 





We’re living post-literately. It’s all 
gleanings and tailings.” Honored Guest 
is not a comforting or a comfortable 
book, but it buzzes with life. Far from 
being gloomy, Williams’s fiction em- 
bodies a weirdly exultant energy as it 
explores the edges of what can be a 
very nice life — until something hap- 
pens to change it. i 
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To the max 


James Levine's extraordinary programs with the BSO 


BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ 


46 B ’m a maximailist,” James 
Levine told a capacity audi- 
ence at Harvard University’s 

Paine Hall last week, in his first 

public interview since he took over 

the Boston Symphony Orchestra. (I 

can’t remember an occasion when 

any of his predecessors ever spoke 
here in public — he’s already mak- 
ing himself part of our musical 

community.) His interlocutor, Tom 

Kelly, chair of the Harvard Music 

Department, wisely and with good 

humor let the maestro do the talk- 

ing. Levine is one of the music 
world’s most expansive personali- 
ties, and though he’s not as unin- 
hibited as, say, Mark Morris (who at 

a Q&A session after one of his 

dance programs here once an- 

swered a question about what he 
does between performances on 
matinee days by telling the audi- 
ence that he gets some groceries 
then goes back to his hotel room 
and masturbates), he’s also one of 
those rare public figures who actu- 
ally answers the questions asked. 
Maximalist, indeed. Only two of 

Levine’s programs this season have 

ended by 10 p.m. So far, he has 

scheduled only large-scale works 
like Mahler’s Eighth Symphony, El- 
liott Carter’s Symphonia, and 

Beethoven’s Eroica (the latter two 

on the same evening); complex, in- 
tricately interconnected programs 

(Ligeti, Mozart, Schoenberg, 

Stravinsky); or ambitious programs 
of high contrasts (operatic and inti- 
mate Richard Strauss — the closing 
scene of Salome and the Oboe Con- 
certo — paired with Schubert’s 
Great Symphony, the Ninth). He 
thinks a lot, he says, about pro- 
gramming. The previous week, for 
example, he centered his concert on 
two challenging 20th-century cello 
concertos (the LutosYawski and the 
Ligeti), with his frequent collabora- 
tor Lynn Harrell, and surrounded 
them with major romantic works, 
Schumann’s passionate Manfred 
Overture (inspired by Lord Byron’s 
extrovertedly introspective verse 
play) and Dvorak’s big, dark Sev- 
enth Symphony, his homage to 
Brahms in D minor, which Levine 
called Dvorak’s “most unified sym- 
phony in content and mood — in 
‘tinta.’” (That concert s 
ended at 10:15.) In his 
weekly program note and 
again at Harvard, he con- 
fessed that he’d scheduled 
the Schumann and Dvorak 
“on a whim,” because they 
happened to be the com- 
posers of two great cello 
concertos of the previous century — 
“the most remarkable full-scale Ro- 
mantic cello concertos.” 

Of course, there’s more to it. This 
program fell into Levine’s category 
of “high contrast” — a selection 
that helps define the uniqueness of 
the individual pieces. Here were 
major opposites to reconcile: Ro- 
mantic and Modern sensibilities, 
virtuosic versus atmospheric play- 
ing. The concertos, composed only 
four years apart (the Ligeti dates 
from 1966, the Lutosfawski from 







1970), begin in almost diametrical- 
ly opposite fashion. In the Luto- 
sJawski, which suggests a narrative 
of oppression, heroism, and sur- 
vival, the cello starts with a relent- 
lessly repeated note — like a caged 
bird trying to peck its way out. The 
soloist then starts to interrupt him- 
self, alternating the mechanical rep- 
etitions with an impassioned recita- 
tive that is in turn violently inter- 





modern cello concertos in the con- 
text of such relatively understand- 
able composers as Schumann and 
Dvorak and not feel the musical 
continuity over the centuries — the 
dancing cross-rhythms of Dvorak’s 
Scherzo, the delicious textures, the 
nobility of intent finding new ways 
to manifest themselves. 

At Harvard, Levine talked about 
his frequent collaborations with 
Harrell in more traditional reper- 
toire. Asked whether he had a hard 
time persuading Harrell to play 


how you distribute your time.” With 
a new piece, he explained, there 
will now always be a read-through 
about a month before the serious 
rehearsals start, so the players al- 
ready have a sense of how the piece 
is put together. 

The 2005-2006 season will end 
with five concerts devoted to 
Beethoven and Schoenberg, and the 
following season will begin with 
five more. These are two com- 
posers, he said, “who were not so 
well understood in their lifetimes,” 
who “had a tremendous amount of 
hostility to deal with,” because they 
were really changing the way peo- 
ple listen to music. Juxtaposing 
them really affects the way you 
hear them. 

When audience members asked 
how best to prepare for the newer 
music, Levine told them to come 
early and read the program notes, 


BRAVI: James Levine, Lorraine Hunt Lieberson, Matthew Polenzani, Julien Robbins, John Oliver, the or- 
chestra, and the Tanglewood Festival Chorus take a well-deserved bow. 


rupted by blasts of unconducted, 
improvisatory brass — like angry 
traffic noise, or sirens in a war 
zone. 

In the Ligeti, on the other hand, 
the cello begins with an endlessly 
spun-out long-held note (marked 
Pppppppp) that ultimately dissolves 
into the diaphanous texture of the 
orchestra. Much of this exquisite, 
relatively short piece (16 minutes), 
like Ligeti’s beautiful Lontano, 
which Levine had played a month 


he’s that rare public figure who 
actually answers a question. 


earlier, is barely on this side of si- 
lence (and therefore the occasion 
for much coughing and chatting). 
Strings not bowing in unison evoke 


enigmatically amorphous sonar 
waves. The cello itself sounds like 
an exposed nerve. 


Yet these contrasts also reveal 


similarities. Hearing these works to- 
gether, you discover that they all 
deal with the lonely individual’s re- 
lationship to a mysterious, impene- 
trable, and even hostile environ- 
ment. You couldn’t hear these two 


these contemporary pieces, Levine 
said all he had to do was ask. Har- 
rell’s understated virtuosity is more 
elegant than showy, always an ex- 
pression of feeling, always “felt.” 
These were masterful and moving 
performances, and wonderfully col- 
laborative. Lutosawski creates 
magical interludes for pitched (and 
unpitched) percussion, a twangling 
dream world of vibraphone, chimes, 
and celesta, with tambourine and 
tom-toms. The orchestra reveled in 
- the variety of textures and 

“attitudes.” And what a 
treat, in the Ligeti, to hear 
(when you could) the or- 
chestra playing at a whis- 
per. 

The LutosJawski, com- 
posed for Mstislav Ros- 
tropovich, had been per- 






formed only once before by the 
BSO, in 1987, with Rostropovich 
under Seiji Ozawa. At Harvard, 
Levine talked about the necessity of 
scheduling new works over and 
over again, to get the pieces into 
our ears and hearts. He said he and 
the BSO were “commissioning new 
works like mad. I’m like a kid in a 
candy store” — here he grinned. 
“But doesn’t that take more rehears- 
al time?” Kelly asked. “It takes less 
‘more rehearsal time’ than you’d 
think,” the maestro answered. “It’s 
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to familiarize themselves with the 
terrain, but not to overprepare, not 
to force an understanding. And if 
there’s even a moment that leaps 
out as beautiful or interesting, he 
said, that’s enough to make you 
want to explore further. 

A week later, Levine led the first 
BSO performance in a decade of a 
work that still baffles some people, 
Berlioz’s “Dramatic Symphony” for 
soloists, chorus, and orchestra, 
Roméo et Juliette, one of his 
strangest and most wonderful 
pieces. In 1839, a dozen years after 
he had first seen and fallen in love 
with (and later married) the British 
actress Harriet Smithson, who 
played Juliet in a touring Shake- 
speare company in Paris, Berlioz 
went to work on this exquisite and 
powerful hybrid. 

The only actual characters are 
Friar Laurence (bass-baritone) and 
the warring Montagues and Capulets 
sung by the chorus. A mezzo-sopra- 
no, alternating with a small chorus, 
introduces the action, singing the 
words of Emile Deschamps about the 
intensity of young love and the great 
poet, Shakespeare, who “alone had 
the secret” and took it “with him to 
Heaven.” (How many other pieces of 
classical music include a moment of 
literary criticism?) Romeo alone; the 
ball at the Capulets; the balcony 





scene; the quicksilver dream fairy, 
Queen Mab (described in the play by 
Mercutio); the death of the two 
lovers — these are all depicted en- 
tirely by the orchestra. Berlioz adds a 
moving, complex fugal funeral 
march for the apparently dead Juliet 
during which the by-now-full-size 
chorus and orchestra exchange roles. 

The seminal love theme is one of 

the most gorgeous of Berlioz’s long- 
breathed wreathing melodies, spin- 
ning out far beyond where you ex- 
pect it to stop. The music for Romeo 
alone is a chromatic “Liebestod” — 
obviously a great influence on Wag- 
ner, who heard one of the first per- 
formances. The Queen Mab Scherzo 
is a marvel of orchestral delicacy 
and airborne wit. (Elliott Carter 
called the “scurrying” third move- 
ment of his Symphonia his Queen 
Mab music.) Finally, Friar Laurence 
brings about the reconciliation. The 
chorus sings of transformation, and 
in the final moments, the stentorian 
brasses are transformed from the 
voice of the Prince’s stern warning 
at the beginning into a beatific and 
stirring hymn of peace 

By the second performance, last 
Friday night, all the inevitable loose 
ends of this difficult work had coa 
lesced. John Oliver’s Tanglewood 
Festival Chorus, singing impeccable 
French from memory, was stunning 
in its accuracy, sensitivity, and dra 
matic intensity. Metropolitan Opera 
tenor Matthew Polenzani, on the 
verge of superstardom, delivered a 
stylish and witty description of 
Queen Mab. Julien Robbins (Friar 
Laurence) was appropriately 
solemn as the voice of moral au 
thority, and he was suffering less 
vocal strain by night two. And 

miraculous Lorraine Hunt Lieber- 
son, perhaps the world’s finest 
Berlioz singer (she was the mesmer- 
izing, heartbreaking Dido in the 
Met’s recent Les Troyens), was in 
magnificent, melting voice, becom 
ing the composer’s spokesperson, 
all tenderness and knowing antici- 
pation of the sorrows ahead. With 
what eloquence and variegated 
color she caressed Juliet’s name. 

The orchestra itself was in full 
flower, from Ann Hobson Pilot’s 
bardic harp arpeggios introducing 
each new event in Hunt Lieberson’s 
recitative and strophic aria (where 
Jules Eskin’s warm, lyrical cello 
joined in) to oboist John Ferrillo’s 
impassioned depiction of Romeo’s 
loneliness and clarinettist William 
R. Hudgins’s poignant delivery of 
Juliet’s dying gasps (the most ex- 
pressive performance by him I’ve 
ever heard). Levine’s new seating 
plan allowed us to hear the four 
string sections circling the stage in 
the opening fight between the 
feuding factions. The orchestra bril- 
liantly captured one of Berlioz’s 
most astounding moments: the 
multi-layered party music — 
swirling winds, intoning brasses, 
celebratory yet suspenseful tam- 
bourine and cymbals. 

On Thursday, I thought the love 
music sounded a little chaste, 
Levine erring on the side of rhyth- 
mic restraint. Friday, leaning harder 
into the musical phrases, he made 
the romantic and sexual yearning 
more palpable though still under- 
stating the urgent ardor with which 
Toscanini’s legendary recordings 
sweep one away. Yet Levine empha- 
sized another aspect of this work, 
one maybe more attuned to our 
present need: the possibility of 
peace even between the bitterest 
enemies — once a sufficient price 
has been paid. io] 











>Listings 


concerts 
@ THURSDAY 9 
BOSTON CONSERVATORY WIND 
ENSEMBLE performs works by Gun 
ther Schuller, Steven Burke, and 
Erwin Schulhoff at 8 p.m. at the 
Boston Conservatory Theater, 31 
Hemenway St., Boston. Free; (617) 
536-6340 
BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHES- 
TRA CONDUCTED BY JAMES 
LEVINE performs Schoenberg’s Ver 
klarte Nacht, Messiaen’s Et exspecto res 
urrectionem mortuorum, Stravinsky’s 
Symphonies of Wind Instruments, and 
Bartok’s Music for Strings, Percussion, 
and Celesta Thurs. at 8 p.m., Fri. at 
1:30 p.m., and Sat. at 8 p.m. at Sym 
phony Hall, 301 Mass. Ave., Boston 
Tickets $27-$105; (617) 266-1200 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY WIND EN- 
SEMBLE performs works by Bern- 
stein, Ticheli, Reed, Schmitt, and 
Richard Strauss at 8 p.m. at the Tsai 
Performance Center, 685 Comm 
Ave., Boston. Free; (617) 353-3349 


@ FRIDAY 10 

BOSTON CHORAL ENSEMBLE 
performs works by Victoria, Britten, 
Poulenc, and others Fri. at 





Part 
8 p.m. at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church, 838 Mass. Ave., Cambridge, 
and Sun. at 2 p.m. at St. John the 
Evangelist Episcopal Church, 35 Bow 
doin St., Boston. Tickets $10 on Fri., 
free on Sunday; (617) 873-9881 
HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY 
CONDUCTED BY JOHN FINNEY 
performs Handel’s Messiah Sat. at 
7:30 p.m. and Sun. at 3 p.m. at Sym 
phony Hall, 301 Mass. Ave., Boston 
Tickets $30-$77; (617) 266-4048 
ALECK KARIS AND TONY 
ARNOLD perform’ Harrison 
Birtwistle’s 26 Orpheus Elegies, Nenia 
The Death of Orpheus, Harrison’s 
Clocks, and Verses at 8 p.m. at Har 
vard University, Paine Concert Hall in 
the Music Department building, Law 
School Yard, Cambridge. Free; (617) 
496-2222 

NEW ENGLAND STRING ENSEM- 
BLE CONDUCTED BY SUSAN 
DAVENNY WYNER performs Han- 
del’s Concerto Grosso Opus 6 No. 5, 
Shostakovich’s Concerto for Piano, 
Trumpet, and Strings, with pianist 
Max Levinson, Schubert’s “Der Tod 
und das Madchen,” and the Mahler 
arrangement of Schubert’s Der Tod 
und das Madchen Quartet at 8 p.m. at 
Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsborough St., 
Boston. Tickets $22-$34; (781) 224- 
1117 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHES- 
TRA CONDUCTED BY JAMES 





LEVINE. See listing for Thurs 


@ SATURDAY 11 
CAMBRIDGE MADRIGAL 
SINGERS perform John Taverner’s 
“O Splendor Gloriae,” Bach’s Furchte 
dich nicht, Brahms’s O Heiland, reifs 
die Himmel auf, and seasonal fa- 
vorites Sat. at 8 p.m. at Emmanuel 
Church, 15 Newbury St., Boston, and 
Sun. at 7 p.m. at Pleasant Street Con 
gregational Church, 75 Pleasant St., 
Arlington. Tickets $14-$25; (617) 
536-2619 

HARVARD GROUP FOR NEW 
MUSIC performs at 8 p.m. at Har- 
vard University, Paine Concert Hall in 
the Music Department building, Law 
School Yard, Cambridge. Free; (617) 
496-6013 

LYRICA BOSTON performs Handel- 
Halvorsen’s Passacaglia, Schnittke’s In 
Memoriam Shostakovich, Denisov’s 
Sonata in C, and Tchaikovsky’s Sou- 
venir de Florence at 8 p.m. at Longy 
School of Music, 27 Garden St., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $25, $20 for seniors, 
$15 for students, free for children 
under 12; (617) 522-1616 

TALLIS SCHOLARS perform Pale 
strina’s motet and Mass O magnum 
mysterium plus works by Lassus, 
Isaac, and de Rore at 8 p.m. at the Je 
suit Urban Center/Church of the Im 
maculate Conception, 775 Harrison 
Ave., Boston. Tickets $25-$59; (617) 
661-1812 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHES- 
TRA CONDUCTED BY JAMES 
LEVINE. See listing for Thurs. 
HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY 
CONDUCTED BY JOHN FINNEY. 
See listing for Fri 


@ SUNDAY 12 

ART OF MUSIC CHAMBER PLAY- 
ERS perform works by Haydn, Grieg, 
and Beethoven at 3 p.m. at St. Paul’s 
Church, 15 St. Paul St., Brookline. 
Tickets $20, $15 for seniors, $5 for 
students; (781) 837-2705 

BOSTON CHAMBER MUSIC EN- 
SEMBLE performs Bach program 
Partita in B minor for Solo Violin 
BWV 1002, with Scott St. John, Flute 
Sonata in B minor BWV 1030, with 
Fenwick Smith, Italian Concerto BWV 
971, with John Gibbons, Suite in D 
for Solo Cello BWV 1012, with 
Ronald Thomas, and the Trio Sonata 
from the Musical Offering at 4 p.m. at 
the First Congregational Church, 11 
Garden St., Cambridge. Tickets $25- 
$35, $10 for students; (617) 349- 
0086 

CAMBRIDGE COMMUNITY CHO- 
RUS performs excerpts from Handel’s 
Messiah, and works by Bach, and 
Daniel Pinkham at 3 p.m. at MIT, 


THE TALLIS SCHOLARS perform Palestrina’s motet and 
Mass O magnum mysterium on Saturday. 
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Handel and Haydn’s 
Grant Llewellyn 


Midwinter around the world 


It’s that time of year... 
by David Weininger 


es, we know — it’s the holiday season. 

We figure you're already tired of hear- 
ing the pan-flute-and-harp version of 
“Away in the Manger” while you drag 
yourself through Department Store X try- 
ing to find something for Aunt Hilda that’s 
better than a scarf but less expensive 
than an iPod. We suspect, since you're 
only human, that you’re ready to bury 
your head in a pillow and give up — on 
the present and the music. We under- 
stand. 

Although it’s true that we can’t help 
you with Hilda, we know that deep down 
you're really not ready to give up on holi- 
day music. Especially this year, when the 
seasonal offerings around Boston have 
taken on an international flavor, offering 
the chance to hear some less recogniza- 
ble selections amid the old favorites. So 
be not afraid: here are a few choice selec- 
tions, in no particular geographical order. 

Start the journey in Germany. Okay, to 
many it’s not exactly the home of Comfort 
and Joy, but it did produce some great 
Christmas music, including Michael Prae- 
torius’s “Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen.” 
The Handel and Haydn Society Chorus 
places that favorite in a fascinating land- 
scape that includes the late Renaissance 
composer Joseph Fux, whose music is 
now scarcely ever performed. His Messa 
di San Carlo is on the bill, as are works by 
Schitz and Buxtehude. And carols, in- 
cluding the ever popular “Stille Nacht.” 
H&H gets some help from Trinity Church's 


Handbell Ensemble; music director Grant 
Llewellyn leads the show. There are two 
performances at Jordan Hall (30 Gains- 
borough Street in Boston): December 16 
at 8 p.m. and December 19 at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are $30 to $60; call (617) 266- 
3605. 

Those of you who dream of warmer 
climes at this time of year may be more 
at home with the Boston Camerata, 
since it’s reviving its 1980 program “A 
Mediterranean Christmas,” which cele- 
brates the holiday with chants, songs, 
and instrumental pieces from southern 
Europe. This time around, the Camerata 
is leavening that with bits from 2002's 
“Cantigas,” which explored the media- 
val culture of Spain through Muslim, 
Christian, and Jewish traditions. Joel 
Cohen, the Camerata’s enthusiastically 
intrepid music director, conducts. Be- 
sides the usual gigs in Boston (Decem- 
ber 16 at 8 p.m. at the Church of the 
Covenant, 67 Newbury Street) and Cam- 
bridge (December 17 at 8 p.m. at the 
First Congregational Church, 11 Garden 
Street in Harvard Square), there are a 
couple of concerts for you suburbanites, 
too: December 15 at 8 at Wellesley Con- 
gregational Church, 2 Central Street in 
Wellesley, and December 19 at 3 at 
Hancock United Church, 1912 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue in Lexington. Tickets 
run $22 to $42; call (866) 427-2092. 

Move a bit north and you land in 
France, which is where Chorus pro Musi- 


ca’s holiday concert is centered. Francis 
Poulenc’s sweetly elusive Christmas 
motets are on the bill, as are traditional 
French carols and brass chorales. Perfor- 
mances are December 17 at 8 p.m. and 
December 19 at 3 p.m. at Old South 
Church in Copley Square. Tickets are 
$20 to $40, and children under 12 are 
admitted free to Sunday’s concert; call 
(617) 267-7442. 

Speaking of brass: Musica Sacra pres- 
ents a program of music for chorus and 
brass that, centering on Venice, includes 
not only Giovanni Gabrieli’s Magnificat 
but works by German composers like 
Samuel Scheidt who were influenced by 
the Venetian Baroque sound. Also on the 
concert is the first Boston performance 
of A Mary Trilogy, by the legendary 
American choral conductor Gregg Smith. 
That’s at 8 p.m. on December 18 at the 
First Congregational Church in Cam- 
bridge, and tickets are $20 to $40; call 
(617) 349-3400. 

But it wouldn't be the holiday season 
without Handel’s Messiah, whether it 
properly belongs here or at Easter. Where 
do you locate this ultra-iconic holiday 
work? Germany, the place of Handel’s 
birth? England, where he lived much of 
his life? Or maybe the strains of “Com- 
fort ye” take you back to Fishamble 
Street in Dublin, where Messiah pre- 
miered in 1742. The truth is that, as 
overplayed as it is, it’s still so damn 
good that it belongs to whatever season 
and place you happen to be experiencing 
it. As is its wont every year, Boston 
Baroque offers two welcome performanc- 
es, on December 17 and 18 at 8 p.m. in 
Jordan Hall, with Martin Pearlman at the 
helm. Tickets are $22 to $57; call (617) 
484-9200. a8) 





Kresge Auditorium, 84 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Tickets $5; (617) 876- 
1313 

A FESTIVAL OF CAROLS with the 
Boston Boy Choir, St. Paul Men’s 
Schola, the BACS Handbell Choir, 
and the Beacon Brass is at 3:30 p.m 
at St. Paul Church, Bow and Arrow 
Sts., Cambridge. Tickets $10-$25; 
(617) 868-8658 

STEVEN ISSERLIS AND ROBERT 
LEVIN present the “Complete 
Beethoven Cello Sonatas, Part I” at 
1:30 p.m. at the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum, 280 the Fenway, 
Boston. Tickets $35; (617) 566- 
1401 

MIT WOMEN’S CHORALE HOLI- 
DAY CONCERT with works by 
Fauré, Holst, Mendelssohn, Kodaly, 
and others is at 3 p.m. at Killian Hall, 
14W-111, 160 Memorial Dr., Cam- 
bridge. Free; (617) 484-8187. 
MUSICIANS OF THE OLD POST 
ROAD present “A French Baroque 
Christmas” at 4 p.m. at Emmanuel 
Church, 15 Newbury St., Boston 


Tickets $20, $15 for students, sen- 
iors, free for ages 7-17; (781) 466- 
6694. 

NEW ENGLAND PHILHARMONIC 
CONDUCTED BY RICHARD 
PITTMAN performs works by 
William Grant Still, William Kraft, 
Bernard Hoffer, and Benjamin Britten 
at 3 p.m. at the Tsai Performance 
Center, 685 Comm. Ave., Boston. 
Tickets $25, $20 for seniors, $15 for 
students; (617) 868-1222. 

St. PAULS CATHEDRAL CHOIR 
AND THE SYNERGY BRASS EN- 
SEMBLE perform works by Anthony 
Piccolo, Frank Boles, Craig Phillips, 
David Willcocks, Karl Henning, James 
Woodman, and Mark Engelhardt at 
4 p.m. at the Cathedral Church of St. 
Paul, 138 Tremont St., Boston. Dona- 
tions accepted; (617) 482-4826 ext. 
1103. 

WALTHAM PHILHARMONIC OR- 
CHESTRA CHAMBER PLAYERS 
perform works by Tartini, Telemann, 
Ginastera, Bozza, and Copland at 
3 p.m. at the Waltham Public Library, 


735 Main St., Waltham. Free; (781) 
314-3425. 

BOSTON CHORAL ENSEMBLE. 
See listing for Fri. 

CAMBRIDGE MADRIGAL 
SINGERS. See listing for Sat. 


@ MONDAY 13 

BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART presents “Holi- 
day Pops” Mon. at 8 p.m., Tues. at 4 
and 8 p.m., and Thurs. at 3 and 
8 p.m. at Symphony Hall, 301 Mass 
Ave., Boston. Tickets $30-$107; 
(617) 266-1200. 

NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY 
CONCERT CHOIR, NEC CHAMBER 
SINGERS, AND NEC WOMEN’S 
CHOIR perform Hindemith’s Ap- 


| parebit repentina dies, Poulenc’s Un soir 


de neige, and Daniel Pinkham’s What 
Sweeter Music at 8 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 
30 Gainsborough St., Boston. Free; 
(617) 585-1122. 


@ TUESDAY 14 
BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY 


KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
Mon. 


@ WEDNESDAY 15 


NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATO- 
RY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
performs at 8 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 
30 Gainsborough St., Boston. Free; 
(617) 585-1122. 


@ THURSDAY 16 

BOSTON CAMERATA presents “A 
Mediterranean Christmas” at 8 p.m. 
at the Church of the Covenant, 67 
Newbury St., Boston. Tickets $22- 
$42; (866) 427-2092. 

HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY 
CONDUCTED BY GRANT 
LLEWELLYN presents “Stille 
Nacht: A German Christmas” Thurs. 
at 8 p.m. and Sun. at 3 p.m. at Jor- 
dan Hall, 30 Gainsborough St., 
Boston. Tickets $26-$60; (617) 266- 
4048. 

BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
Mon. 
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@ SATURDAY 11 
BAZAAR BIZARRE is a punk rock 
craft fair with theremin carols with 
Jonny Spaceman, Sleazy Santa, Trash 
Fashions, Punk Rock Aerobics, DJs 
Jonny Heaven, Shirley Beans, Don Shu- 
mai, and Stacie Slotnick, plus numerous 
vendors from 4 to 9 p.m. at the Central 
Square YWCA, 7 Temple St., Cam- 
bridge. Free; www.bazaarbizarre.org. 
“WORKERS RIGHTS ARE HUMAN 
RIGHTS” HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
FORUM with panels, work- 
shops, and a vigil is from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Boston Public Library, Copley 
Sq., Boston. Free; (617) .623- 
0202. 


@ SUNDAY 12 

BOSTON TEA PARTY RE-EN- 
ACTMENT is at 5:30 p.m. at 
Old South Meeting House, 310 
Washington St., Boston. Tickets 
$5 (free for those in traditional 
colonial costume); (617) 482- 
6439. 

“LE GRAND DAVID AND HIS 
OWN SPECTACULAR MAGIC 
COMPANY” perform at 3 p.m. 
at the Cabot St. Cinema Theatre, 
286 Cabot St., Beverly. Tickets 
$15, $10 for children under 12; 
(978) 927-3677. 


holidays — 


@ THURSDAY 9 

BEACON HILL HOLIDAY STROLL 
with shopping, food, caroling, and a 
tree lighting is from 5 to 9 p.m. along 
Charles and Mount Vernon Sts., Beacon 
Hill, Boston. Free; (617) 720-7888. 
“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR” meets Thurs.-Sat., 
and Tues.-Thurs. at 3 p.m. at Starbucks, 
corner of Boylston and Berkeley Sts., 
Boston. Tickets $40; (617) 732-3920. 
HONAH LEE HOLIDAY EXTRAVA- 
GANZA is a showcase of local music, 
merchandise, art, and entertainment 
with Through the Keyhole Burlesque, 
the Boston League of Women Wrestlers, 
the Campaign for Real Time, Heywood 
Wakefield, and artists Salty Dave, Joe 
Keinberger, Darcy Scanlon & Matt 
Ashare, Innerbling, Carly Weaver, Kate 
Ledogar, and others from 7 to 11 p.m 
af the Jorge Hernandez Cultural Center, 
85 West Newton St., Boston. Tickets $8; 
(617) 927-0061 








SUNDAY 12: John Hancock (a/k/a Frank Chamberlain) 


ing for Thurs 


@ SATURDAY 11 

BOSTON CITY SINGERS present 
“Shine On!” with gospel selections and 
carols from Mexico, Africa, Scandinavia, 
Russia, Israel, and North America at 
7 p.m. at Parish of All Saints, 209 Ash- 
mont St., Dorchester. Donations accept- 
ed; (617) 825-0674. 

BOSTON GAY MEN’S CHORUS 
presents “Holiday Serenade” with tradi- 
tional carols and songs, Ariel Ramirez's 
Navidad Nuestra, plus a troupe of high- 
kicking girls Sat.-Sun. at 3 and 8 p.m. at 
Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsborough St., 





SATURDAY 11: "Bazaar Bizarre," at the 
Central Square YWCA. 


Boston. Tickets $12-$44; (617) 542- 
SING 

CAMBRIDGE ARTISTS HOLIDAY 
GIFT FAIR is from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the First Baptist Church, 5 Magazine St., 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 354-3062 
FETE DE NOEL with food, films, 
Santa, and more is from 2 to 5 p.m. at 
the French Library and Cultural Center, 
53 Marlborough St., Boston. Tickets 
$10, $4 for children; (617) 912-0400 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR with clocks, photographs, 
cards, calenders, jewelry, pottery, cloth 
ing, food, and more is Sat. from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Sun. from noon to 6 p.m., 
and Thurs from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the 
First Unitarian Church, corner of 
Church St. and Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
Free; (413) 625-9779. 

HOLLY FAIR with hand-made crafts, 
gifts, ornaments, cards, clothing, jewel 
ry, and more is Sat. from 10 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. and Sun. from noon to 5 p.m 
at the Cambridge Center for Adult Edu- 
cation, 42 and 56 Brattle St., Cam 
bridge. Free; (617) 547-6789 ext. 1. 
IRISH CULTURAL CENTRE 
















at the Old South Meeting House's Boston Tea Party re-en- 


actment. 


MASSART HOLIDAY SALE with 
work by over 150 artists in ceramics, 
glass, painting, prints, photography, 
fiber, jewelry, and more is Thurs.-Sat. 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at MassArt, 
Tower Bldg. Lobby, 621 Huntington 
Ave., Boston. Free; (617) 879-7710. 


@ FRIDAY 10 

A CELTIC CHRISTMAS with the Beg- 
gar Boys and traditional music of the 
season is at 7:30 p.m. at the Irish Cul- 
tural Centre of New England, 200 New 
Boston Dr., Canton. Tickets $12, $10 for 
students, seniors; (781) 209-1060. 

AN EVENING OF DRAMATIC 
READINGS FROM DICKENS’S A 
CHRISTMAS CAROL is at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Episcopal Divinity School, Wash- 
burn Lounge, 99 Brattle St., Cambridge. 
Free; (617) 876-4491 

BLACK NATIVITY is Fri. at 8 p.m., 
and Sat.-Sun. at 3:30 and 8 p.m. at 
Tremont Temple, 88 Tremont St., 
Boston. Tickets $17.50-$37.50; (617) 
423-6000 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR.” See listing for 
Thurs. 

MASSART HOLIDAY SALE. See list- 


CHRISTMAS BALL with cocktails, 
dinner, and dancing is from 6 p.m. to 
midnight at the Quincy Marriott Hotel, 
1000 Marriott Dr., Quincy. Tickets 
$100; (781) 828-6181.. 

SOUTH END HOLIDAY MARKET 
with over 100 artists and designers is 
Sat.-Sun. from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 500 
Harrison Ave., 4th floor, Boston. Free; 
(617) 481-2257. 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR.” See listing for 
Thurs. 

BLACK NATIVITY. See listing for Fri. 
MASSART HOLIDAY SCALE. See list- 
ing for Thurs. 


@ SUNDAY 12 

EREVAN CHORAL SOCIETY & OR- 
CHESTRA presents a Christmas Con- 
cert at 7:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Armen- 
ian Apostolic Church, 145 Brattle St., 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 354-0632 
“THE STORY OF THE NUTCRACK- 
ER SUITE WITH MUSIC” with pi 
anist Alfred Watson is at 2 p.m. at the 
Newton Free Library, 330 Homer St., 
Newton. Free; (617) 796-1360. 
“TOMMY MAKEM’S CHRISTMAS” 
with Irish songs and stories is at 3 p.m. 


at Boston College, Irish Room, Gasson 
Hall, 140 Comm. Ave., Chestnut Hill 
Tickets $15; (617) 552-0490 

BLACK NATIVITY. See listing for Fri 
BOSTON GAY MEN’S CHORUS. 
See listing for Sat 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Sat 
HOLLY FAIR. See listing for Sat 


@ TUESDAY 14 

A-NO-NE JAZZ TRIO presents “Jazzy 
Carols for Christmas” at 12:15 p.m. at 
King’s Chapel, 58 Tremont St., Boston 
Suggested donation $3; (617) 227- 
2155. 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART 
GUIDED WALKING TOUR.” 
See listing for Thurs 


@ WEDNESDAY 15 
“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART 
GUIDED WALKING TOUR.” 
See listing for previous Thurs 


@ THURSDAY 16 
INMAN BY MOONLIGHT with 
food, cocktails, comedy, shop- 
ping, Santa, music, and more is 
from 7 p.m. to midnight in 
Inman Square, Cambridge St., 
Cambridge (617) 549- 
9875 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART 
GUIDED WALKING TOUR.” 
See listing for Thurs 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Sat 


benefits 

@ SATURDAY 11 

“4 EVER IN OUR HEARTS TRIB- 
UTE TO BENEFIT THE JIA KENNIE 
BLACKWELL MEMORIAL SCHOL- 
ARSHIP FUND” with John Blackwell, 
Jetro Da Silva, Terri Lyne Carrington, 
Vinnie Colaiuta, Dennis Chambers, 
Dom Famularo, Marcus Williams, and 
Jeff “Tain” Watts is at 8 p.m. at the 
Berklee Performance Center, 136 Mass 
Ave., Boston. Tickets $10; (617) 747- 
2261 

CONCERT TO BENEFIT THE 
GLOBE SANTA FUND with Los Dia- 
blos and Three Day Threshold is at 
9:30 p.m. at the Cantab Lounge, 738 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $8; 
(617) 435-8115 

NEW ENGLAND CHAMPIONSHIP 
WRESTLING TO BENEFIT THE 
CIVIC LEAGUE is at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Framingham Civic League, 214 Con- 
cord St., Framingham. Tickets $15, 
$10 for students, kids under 12; (617) 
327-3945. 


@ SUNDAY 12 

JAZZ BRUNCH TO BENEFIT 
BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER with 
Tom Pendergast is from 10 a.m. to 
noon at the Brookline Arts Center, 86 
Monmouth St., Brookline. Tickets $35; 
(617) 566-5715. 


@ MONDAY 13 
“POOR MAN’S SUPPER FOR A 
RICH CAUSE” TO BENEFIT THE 
COMMUNITY ARTS CENTER with 
dinner, a photography exhibit, African 
dance, a video screening, prizes, and 
raffles is at 6 p.m. at 33 Restaurant and 
Lounge, 33 Stanhope St., Boston. Tick- 
ets $30; (617) 868-7100 ext. 18. 


Free; 











gay & lesbian 


@ THURSDAY 9 

OVER-30 MULTICULTURAL LES- 
BIAN RAP is at 7 p.m. at The 
Women’s Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cam- 
bridge. Free; (617) 354-8807. 


@ SATURDAY 11 

BOSTON GAY MEN’S CHORUS 
presents “Holiday Serenade” with tra- 
ditional carols and songs, Ariel 
Ramirez’s Navidad Nuestra, plus a 
troupe of high-kicking girls Sat.-Sun. 
at 3 and 8 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 30 
Gainsborough St., Boston. Tickets $12- 
$44; (617) 542-SING. 

GLITTER SWITCH DRAG 
KARAOKE is at 8:30 p.m. at Club Hol- 
lywood Boston, 41 Essex St., Boston. 
Tickets $5; (617) 417-0186 


@ SUNDAY 12 
BOSTON GAY MEN’S CHORUS. 
See listing for Sat 


@ MONDAY 13 

LESBIAN RAP is at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Women’s Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cam 
bridge. Free; (617) 354-8807 

LIVING ART GROUP for lesbian, bi 
sexual, transgender, or queer women, 
13-25, is from 6 to 8 p.m. at Boston 
GLASS Community Center, 93 Mass 
Ave., third floor, Boston. Free; (617) 
266-3349 

SPEAKEASY DISCUSSION GROUP 
FOR LGBT YOUNG ADULTS 18-25 
is at 7 p.m. at Boston GLASS Commu 
nity Center, 93 Mass. Ave., third floor, 
Boston. Free; (617) 266-3349 
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HYDROPONICS 


29 Route! « Foxboro,.MA 6 20305 
508-660-6966 4 800-660-6977 
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= WINTER TIP: 


SALT EATS CARS 
PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 

































Aliston Car Wash 
ie 


WASH YOUR CAR REGULARLY 
DURING THE WINTER MONTHS 


Allston 
Car Wash 





617 254-3200 www.aaliston 
Car Wash Coupons & Detailing Gift Certificates Availabie 


rwash.com 





HOURS: Mon-Wed 8-6. Thu& Fri 8-7. Sat 8-5. Sun 9-5 


COMPLIMENTARY MOVIE PASSES 


WARNER 
INDEPENDENT 
PICTURES 


UENO Myer Bras Coctertucr memes 


Invite you and a guest to a special advance 
screening on Wednesday, December 15 at 7pm 
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NEVER 
To get your advance screening pass log on to 
www.bostonphoenix.com/flix 


OPENS FRIDAY DECEMBER 17 


This film is rated R. Supplies limited. No phone calls please. 
One pass per person. No purchase necessary. 
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inside > 
@ sound Bites 


Previewing club and concert 
shows from Josh Ritter, ?uestlove, 
Beans, Unwritten Law, Bright 
Eyes, the Walkmen, and more. 


@ Pop Rocks 

Matt Ashare introduces our holi- 
day special with CDs, DVDs, and 
deluxe sets from the Clash, the 
Cure, Pavement, Secial Distor- 
tion, the Rolling Stones, Michael 
Jackson, and more. 


Local Music 
Chris Rucker gives us the news 
on Jericho, Angelo Petraglia, and 
the Ducky Boys; and in “Out,” 
Will Spit hits the clubs. 


@ Mark Sandman 

In “Cellars by Starlight,” Matt 
Ashare examines the many 
worlds of the Morphine leader in 
a new box set. 


The Jazztet 
Ed Hazell looks back at this Art 
Farmer/Benny Golson band. 


@ Holiday music 
More special sets from the Beat- 
les, the Dead Boys, the Scream- 
ers, Wilco, NOFX, Stevie Ray 
Vaughan, the Velvet Under- 
ground, and more. 


@ Albert Ayler and 
Lenny Bruce 


In “Giant Steps,” Jon Garelick lis- 
tens to two different kinds of im- 
proviser. 


@ Live and on Record 
Carly Carioli on the Pixies, and 
Ed Hazell on Jim Hall with Dave 
Holland. 


Off the Record 


The Charms and the Ramones 
on the Christmas with the Kranks 
soundtrack, plus John Lennon, 
Dolly Parton, AFI, Dwight Twil- 
ley, Phish, and Live Aid. 
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IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


Jingle-bell 


OCK. 


NEW STUFF FROM e 
The Velvet Underground 4 
Michael Jackson za 
The Cure | 


Stevie Ray 
Vaughan 


The Clash 
Dolly Parton 
Albert Ayler 
Lenny Bruce 
Social Distortion 4 
NOFX ” 
Wilco 

The Dead Boys 
The Beatles 
The Rolling Stones 
and more 


INE bostonphoenix.com/listings 















DENIS LEARY 
Merry F'n Christmas 











5” MOVING UNITS 99 
co Dangerous Dreams a 


HOLLY WOOD 
POTATO 





11° THE VANDALS si 11° 





TSUNAMI BOMB 
The DeFinitive Act Hollywood cD 
Potato Chip 
re 
HELLS HOUSE BAND 1 ft JARVIS HUMBY if 
Dozen Lies co Assume The fs) 





KAADA / PATTON 
Romances 


Position It’s... 





13% BONE 14° 
C0 THUGS-N-HARMONY C0 
Greatest Hits 


TOWER RECORDS. 


CAMBRIDGE \ 95 Mt. Auburn St. (Harvard Square) 
re (o|(-s-1-> au 0 }an) 9) <a ¢-\e1ge\--macolnam slelaiiare cela m Ute) 


BURL 


INGTON \ 101M 


fay POA fOkann 
A-+HWTH TSCAPE 


Tower.com 


rl rl na 


inert: rpeph 


‘TOWER RECORD 


gine mcsergmnen 








HIT SQUAD 99 
Zero Tolerance Il co 


& 
lon meant 






GRIZ g 
My Evolution Mes 





SPECIAL ED 19% 
Still Got It Made ub 


BURNING SPEAR 14° 
Creation Rebel Co 









a 





a, 
DEVILINSIDE 11 
Volume One co 






PETER HIMMELMAN 11° 
My Lemonade Stand cb 


finitiovion & 


* 





BAD BOY JOE 12% 
NYC Vocal Club cD 
House: 1 A.M. Session 


BROOKLYN 99 
The Musical 14 co 


Live! 


ONLINE PRICES MAY VARY » SALE PRICES VALID IN NEW YORK & BOSTON STORES ONLY - SALE ENDS 1/17005 






DIECAST { 
os Down co 
Your Blue Skies 





THERANDIES 1 8 
At The Friendship co 
Motor Inn 


dep per 


are¢r, 






JOHNNY VICIOUS 19" 
New York’s c0 
Deeper & Harder 


CO/OVD 


SANCTUARY 19° 
The Holloween Party 


tD- 





ticketmaster 





erro 


http:) www.adamezra.com 


lhe Adam Ezra Group 


need 
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Availible at ; 
for more information check .oukt 


http: www.arriarecords.com or Call: 61 
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Clapton Chronicles - The Best Of Eric Clapton 
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Harvard Square (617) 491-0337 
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SOUNG BITES 


Hello again 


SATURDAY: An Idaho native who moved to Cambridge 
in order to stalk the back alleys and ciubs once 
haunted by folks like Dylan, Baez, and Prine, Josh 
Ritter ended up recording his breakthrough album in 
France and making his first big impression in Ireland. 
Still, we like to think of him as a local guy. More 
than a year after Northampton’s Signature Sounds 
released Ritter’s Hello Starling, the disc is getting 
prepped for a reissue (on February 22) through the 
mini-major label V2. In the interim, Joan Baez 
covered one of his tunes on her recent Joan-does- 
songs-by-kids-who-think-they’re-Dylan album. And 
though Ritter is currently leaseless — his publicist, 
in a nice bit of mythmaking, says he “isn’t from 
anywhere” — we'll still testify that his tunes will go 
down like Guinness for anyone with a taste for Ryan 
Adams and Damien Rice. He returns to the Paradise, 
967 Commonwealth Avenue in Boston, with the 
superb country-gospel revivalists Ollabelle opening; 
call (617) 562-8800. 


The week in music and other audible treats 
EDITED BY CARLY CARIOLI 


POP. Things to do tonight if you don't | 


Think of it as an investment in the next 
Sleater-Kinney. Based in Portland, Oregon, the 
Rock and Roll Camp for Girls is an annual 
seminar that attracts 10-to-18-year-olds from 
across the country and provides a crucial 
counterpoint to the Disney pop factory. Among 
the instructors this year are Boston’s own Mary 
Timony and Cibo Matto’s Miho Hatori; and 
Ida’s Karla Schiekle is in the process of start- 
ing an East Coast spinoff. In order to subsi- 
dize scholarships for budding young grrris, the 
camp will attempt to put on 50 shows in 50 
states on Friday. And though it'll fall a bit 
short this year, the orange-to-white ratio on its 
map (for show/no-show states) breaks down 
way more promising than the red-state/blue- 
state divide. The Rhode Island gig will be 
headlined by Mates of State at AS220 (401- 
831-9327) in Providence. And thanks to for- 
mer instructor Aliza Shapiro, there are a pair 
of Boston-area gigs. The all-ages bill at Zeit- 
geist Gallery (617-876-60600 in Cambridge 
features sets from the punk-rock cover band 
1977, one-man lap-top-pop auteur Chezwick, 
‘and the dyke-thrash trio Steel Poniez. And the 
Midway Café (617-524-9038) in Jamaica 
Plain has a stellar line-up including the 
Moves’ Sara Cooper, Lovers’ Cubby Berk, 
feminist hip-hop MC Cathy Cathodic, and the 
electronic indie-pop group Roh Delikat. For 
more information, visit www.truthserum.org or 
www. girlsrockcamp.org. 

NYC's the Walkmen just released a twin- 
kling, hatf-spoken/half-sung holiday mantra 
— a nod to Brill Building novelty hits of yore 
—titled “Christmas Party,” and they'll throw 
a few this week. Tonight (December 9) they're 
at the Living Room (401-521-5200) in Provi- 
dence; they also open for Cake at the State 
Theater (207-780-8265) in Portland on Friday 
and headline Pearl Street (413-584-7810) in 
Northampton on Saturday. 

A couple of old alternative-pop friends re- 
turn to town for the holidays: once and future 
Lemonhead Evan Dando does solo gigs on 
Monday at the Iron Horse (413-584-0610) in 
Northampton and next Friday, December 17, at 
the Paradise (617-562-8800) in Boston. And 
former Throwing Muse Kristin Hersh brings her 
band 50 Foot Wave to the Iron Horse on Tues- 
day and to T.T. the Bear's Place (617-492- 
BEAR) in Cambridge on Wednesday. Finally off 
tour with Metallica, Godsmack play a few 
acoustic shows to pimp their stripped-down 
The Other Side EP: they're at Verizon Wireless 
Arena (603-644-5000) in Manchester on Fri- 
day and at the Oakdale Theater (203-265 
1501) in Wallingford, Connecticut, on Sunday 
Perhaps Sully will also get a chance to holler 
at his boys: his protégés Dropbox play the Iron 
Horse on Wednesday and open for Kenny 
Wayne Shepherd at the Roxy (617-338-ROXY) 
in Boston next Friday, December 17 

— Carly Carioli 





@ THURSDAY 9 


have a ticket to the Pixies show at Aval- 
on: (a) Sulk; (b) Stick up Mr. Speed Dial 
and Mrs. Industry Insider as they walk 
down Lansdowne Street; (c) just move on. 
Black Thought got all the press on the 
Roots’ The Tipping Point this year, but any- 
one who’s perused the Okayplayer mes- 
sage boards knows that drummer Ahmir 
“?estlove” Thompson is the mover 


and shaker in that outfit, always running | 


with some strange crew, like Christian 
McBride and Uri Caine, or Fiona Apple 


and Michael Penn. Also tends to kill it on | 
the turntables, which he'll being manning | 
at Felt, 533 Washington Street in Boston. | 
Admission is $15; call (617) 338-6999. If | 


you had tickets for the 
cancelled Medeski Martin 
& Wood show at Avalon 
last Thursday, you can 
catch at least one of ’em — 
keyboardist John 
Medeski — sitting in on 
a “Moroccan-soaked dub- 
jazz” set at his old pal 
Mike Rivard’s ever-shifting 
Club d’EIf residency, 
which will also include 
Dave Tronzo on slide, 
Soulive’s Mister Rourke on 
the turntables, and Brahim Fy 
Frigbane on oud and per- | 


cussion. There are shows 
at 8 and 11 p.m. at the 

Lizard Lounge, 1667 Massachusetts Av- 
enue in Cambridge. Admission is $16; call 
(617) 547-0759. 

Also tonight: Calexico’s evocations of 
desert vistas and blood meridians have 
been captured on a new live DVD, World 
Drifts In; they’re at Matrix (275 Tremont 
Street below the Roxy in the Theater Dis- 
trict; 617-338-ROXY). Ted Leo winds 
down a two-night stand at the Middle East 
downstairs while Bleu kicks off his two 
night “Holidang” ho-ho-hodown in the up- 
stairs room (472-480 Massachusetts Av 
enue in Central Square; 617-864-EAST). 
And Rancid’s Lars Fredericksen and 
Agnostic Front’s Roger Miret bring their 
respective solo bands — the Bastards and 
the Disasters to Axis (13 Lansdowne 
Street in Boston; 617-262-2437). 


iis 
“estlove” 
Thompson 


REGGAE. “Torah food for my brain let it 
rain till I drown, Thunder! Let the bless 
ings come down!” So sayeth Matisyahu, 
1 25-year-old former White Plains Dead 
head who in the midst of troubled 
teenage-hood discovered G-d on a trip to 


4 DECEMBER 10, 2004 MUSIC THE BOSTON PHOENIX 








the Rocky Mountains and his dormant Ju- 
daism on a trip to Israel. Now, he’s a full- 
fledged Lubavitcher Hassid living in Crown 
Heights, when he isn’t . . . on the road rap- 
ping dancehall reggae! We kid you not. 
Matisyahu has a clarion tenor voice and a 
feel for rhymes, riddims, and a hook. 


Bearded and dressed in formal Hassidic | 
wear, he’s working his recent Shake Off the | 
| now, taking a break from recording the fol- 


Dust . . . Arise (JDUB) at Harpers Ferry, 158 


Brighton Avenue in Brighton. It’s 18-plus; | 
| ducing), he works out some new material | 


call (617) 254-9743. 


@ FRIDAY 10 

JAZZ. Zeitgeist Gallery continues to draw 
first-generation 
avant-gardists, in this case 
bringing back pianist Bur- 
ton Greene (Jazz Com- 
posers Guild, Free Form 
Improvisation Ensemble), 
clarinettist Perry Robin- 
son (Jazz Composers Or- 
chestra, Dave Brubeck, 
Charlie Haden), and, the 
youngster of the group, 
tuba player Jay Rozen 
(Jerusalem Symphony Or- 
chestra, Anthony Brax- 
ton). The idea for the trio 
goes back to the days of 
Greene and Robinson in a 
60s chamber trio with cel- 


list Joel Freedman (Albert Ayler) and, later, | 


Roswell Rudd. Expect “Semitic folk-music 
themes fused with jazz swing. The trio ex- 
pands all these past formats and ideas into 
ano ‘ism’ format where we go in and out of 
time and (pre-set) structural themes.” Get 
there early, since the entire Boston-area 
free-improv community (which is sizable) 
will probably show up. That’s at 1353 Cam- 
bridge Street in Inman Square at 9:30; call 
(617) 876-6060. 

Very few groups — jazz or otherwise — 
do what the Jazz Composers Alliance 
does: present all-new work at every con- 
cert. Gathering some of the best players in 
town (Jeremy Udden, Jim Hobbs, Phil 
Scarff, Mike Peipman, Jim Gray, Dave 
Bryant, Rick McLaughlin, Hiro Honshuku, 
among them), the JCA is offering pieces by 
resident composers Darrell Katz, David 
Harris, Ken Schaphorst, and Warren 
Senders and by special guest Hans Indigo 
Spencer of the Indigo Invention Group at 
Emmanuel Church, 15 Newbury Street in 
Boston, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $12, or $8 for 


60s | 


Josh Ritter 


students and seniors; call (781) 899-3130. 
POP. The Berklee-schooled, Austin-bur- 
nished singer-songwriter Jeff Klein writes 
dark, bruising, bluntly confessional tales of 
the lost and losing, and he sings them heav- 
ier than an ocean liner going down. His 
wryly titled debut, Everybody Loves a Win- 
ner (One Little Indian), garnered accolades 
far beyond the typical No Depression crowd; 





Howards, Darkbuster frontman Lenny 
Lashley’s country alter ego Lenny & the 
Piss Poor Boys, Rhythm Bound, the Two 
Timin’ Three, Johnny Carlevale and the 
Broken Rhythm Boys, the Cobra-Matics, 
the Revival Preachers, and Lauren Marie 


| and the Two-Timin’ Three. There’s also a 


low-up (with Afghan Whigs’ Greg Dulli pro- | 


at PA.’s Lounge, 345 Somerville Avenue in 


um; call (617) 776-1557. 

An electric-autoharp-plucking, ukulele- 
cradling lounge singer with an uncanny 
knack for sounding like a phlegmy David 


rumor of a special guest with a couple of 
Sun Records sides under his belt. Gig starts 
at 4 p.m., and tickets are $15; call (617) 
492-BEAR. 

PUNK. Boston hardcore. legends Gang 


| Green admit they’re getting a little slower 


| Somerville, on a bill with the Carlisle | 
| Sound, BJ Snowden, and California Stadi- 


every year, but on the upside, this still isn’t 
LA. They're downstairs at the Middle East, 


| 480 Massachusetts Avenue in Central 


Byrne, Cory McAbee is the frontman for, | 
and the ingenious engine behind, the art- | 
| their bleeding-heart-liberal power ballad “I 


rock threesome the Billy Nayer Show. In 


| the trio’s decade-plus history, McAbee has 


not only eulogized bunny rabbits, John the 


Square, with Dave Tree’s new outfit Su- 
perpower (who, he was warned not too 
long ago, will probably have to cede the 
name to the band out on the West Coast 
who thought of it first). Go and request 


Voted for Dukakis,” which seems especially 


| sad these days, if only because we can 


Baptist, and glass vaginas with equal rever- | 
| lar refrain 15 years from now: “I can still 


ence, he’s also written, directed, scored, 
and starred in his own Sundance-approved 
“space Western musical,” which is called 
The American Astronaut. Absurd and ro- 
mantic enough to turn his apartment in- 


imagine disenchanted kids singing a simi- 


remember the debates/Back in 1988/Bush 


| was playing dirty/But the Duke had in- 
| tegrity!” That’s a 9 p.m. show, and tickets 


ventory into a love song, McAbee brings | 


the Billy Nayer boys to the Lizard Lounge, 
1667 Massachusetts Avenue in Cambridge, 
tonight and tomorrow with the Ragman 
Son Revue. (See “New England Product,” 
on page 8.) Call (617) 547-0759. 

Also tonight: a pair of honorary home- 
town groups put in holiday appearances. 
Just off a swing with Medeski Martin & 


| Wood, the estimable jazz-funk organ trio 


Soulive pull into the Paradise (967 Com- 


are $9; call (617) 864-EAST 

Meanwhile, in the world of non-geriatric 
hardcore, Victory Records sends its newest 
emo-pop outfit, Bayside, into town with 
Action Action, the label’s attempt to cash 
in on the disco-punk craze. They're at the 
Middle East for a 1 p.m. all-ages gig; call 
(617) 864-EAST. And across the river, 
Bridge 9’s the Distance headline another 
all-ages gig with recent Jade Tree signings 
the Loved Ones, a trio including former 


| Lifetime/Kid Dynamite bassist Michael “Spi- 


monwealth Avenue in Boston; 617-562- | 
8800). And the Figgs bring garage-rock | 


grit and timeless power-pop smarts at the 
Abbey (3 Beacon Street in Inman Square; 
617-441-9631) for a two-night stand. 


i SATURDAY 11 

ROOTS. Presumed to have gone on to that 
rusty ’50s diner in the sky, the electrifying 
Boston/New Hampshire roots-rockabilly 
outfit the Raging Teens reconvene one 
last time for an all-day holiday-themed 
hootenanny at TT. the Bear’s Place, 10 
Brookline Street in Central Square. Their 
“Christmas Rock and Roll Odyssey” will 
also feature sets from former Racketeers 
leader Dana Stewart’s group the Old 


der” Cotterman. That’s at the ICC Church, 
557 Cambridge Street in Allston. It's a 
6 p.m. all-ages show; call (617) 782-8120. 

HIP-HOP. Last month, Roxbury legend 


| Edo.G released a new single, “Boston,” 


and a Pete Rock-produced album, My Own 
Worst Enemy (Fat Beats), both of which 
find him returning to the style of his gold- 
en-age hits. Now, he’s headlining the Mid- 
dle East’s “Boston Hip Hop Fest,” along 
with Porn Theater Ushers, the Foun- 
dation, Akrobatik, Virtuoso, and 
Rocklyn, among others. That’s at 480 
Massachusetts Avenue in Central Square; 
call (617) 864-EAST. 

POP. In what’s become an annual tradi- 
tion, the Boston Convervatory’s classically 
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Radio Raheem wants 


his boombox back 


TUESDAY: “Ornette Coleman of this rap shit/The link between Suicide, Sun Ra, Bambataa,” 
boasts Beans on “I'll Melt You,” right before he twists “twats in knots,” glues your balls back, 
and asks, reasonably enough, “if Reese’s Pieces increases your feces, why ain’t you funky?” 
The former Antipop Consortium producer/MC’s latest solo effort, Shock City Maverick (Warp), 
pushes avant-garde hip-hop to its sleekest, most meticulous and enjoyably eclectic frontiers. 
Beans slips free-jazz skronk behind grime beats and segues from Detroit electro to German 
micro-techno to Clipse parodies, and his atom-splitting, frequency-modulating moves never 
feel haphazard. Which keeps even his most dazed-and-confused verses — “just like how y’all 
are supposed to never let a woman plant a flag in my testicles!”, or “Suppose | pulled a rabbit 
out of my ass and called it a rose/Presto-change-o, saw a woman in half and replace her head 
with a giraffe/Fed her oats” — bolted to the floor. Having toured with the Rapture and the 
Unicorns, he’s headlining T.T. the Bear’s Place, 10 Brookline Street in Central Square, with the 
local (warning: very not rap) duo Matters and Dunaway; call (617) 492-BEAR. 


trained prodigies let loose with a weekend 
of cross-dressing and, even more scan- 
dalous, pop singing. This year’s show, 
“Prettier Than You,” is presented 
today at 3 and 8 p.m. and tomorrow at 8, 
with charges from the Conservatory’s 
music, dance, and theater divisions tack- 
ling songs by Mariah Carey, Patti LaBelle, 
and Janet Jackson (we're not sure we like 
where this is going), among others. That’s 
at the Boston Conservatory Theater, 31 
Hemenway Street, and tickets are $10; call 
(617) 912-9222. 

JAZZ. Steve Lacy used to refer to jazz as 
“a bug, a virus,” and before he died last 
June, it appears he infected a good portion 
of the Boston scene with his own music, 
given the number of various Lacy-based 
projects that keep cropping up. Pianist and 
former Lacy student Dan Tepfer has 
adapted some of Lacy’s tunes for trio. He’s 
joined by bassist Jorge Roeder (who also 
studied with Lacy at New England Conser- 
vatory) and the esteemed young veteran 
Richie Barshay (Herbie Hancock, Jane 
Bunnett) on drums at Zeitgeist Gallery, 
1353 Cambridge Street in Inman Square 
at 7 p.m.; call (617) 876-6060. 


@ SUNDAY 12 

POP. Forget that life-long Bobby Darin fan 
Kevin Spacey is 45 years old and that 
post-Frank, pre-Beatles ultra-hipster Darin 
was 37 when he died in 1973. The ad- 
vance word on Beyond the Sea is that 
Spacey is Bobby Darin — at least when he 
sings. And that’s what he'll be doing at the 
Somerville Theatre, celebrating the De- 
cember 31 release of the movie (one he’s 
been pitching for years and finally got the 
chance to make) with a concert where he'll 


Unwritten Law 


be backed by, among others, former Darin 
musical director (and all-around solid jazz 
guy and LA session man) Roger Kellaway. 
That’s at 7:30 p.m. at 55 Davis Square in 


| Somerville. Tickets are $35.50; call (617) 


931-2000. 

ROCK. Jets to Brazil sideman Jeremy 
Chatelain steps out in front with his solo 
alter ego Cub Country, crooning hobo 


| country paeans to the lonesome, crowded 


West. He’s upstairs at the Middle East. In 
the downstairs room, the Syphlloids’ 
Doug Quintal throws a benefit for the Jen- 
nifer Stowers Quintal Foundation, which 
was established in honor of his late 
fiancée, a third-grade teacher who after 
surviving the Great White inferno at the 
Station in Rhode Island died three months 
later — “as a direct result,” her family say, 
“of the medication she had been pre- 
scribed to treat the trauma induced by the 
nightclub fire.” A cross-section of local 
punk and metal outfits including Suspect 
Device, the Glamorous Stuntcocks, 
the Pug Uglies, the Blue Bloods, and 
the Van Halen tribute band Diver Down 
are on the bill. That's at 472 and 480 


| Massachusetts Avenue in Central Square; 


call (617) 864-EAST. 
R&B. Two generations of R&B hitmakers, 


| O'Jays founding member Eddie Levert 
| (“Backstabbers,” “Love Train,” etc.) and 


| his son Gerald Levert, of the new-jack | 


| outfit Levert, play the Orpheum, 1 Hamil- 


ton Place in Boston, at 7:30 p.m.; call 
(617) 679-0810. 

JAZZ. No jazz singer in town commands 
a room the way Rebecca Parris does. 


She brings her usual top-notch band of | 


local journeymen to the Real Deal Jazz 


| Club — trumpeter Herb Pomeroy, pianist 




















Brad Hatfield, bassist Peter Kontrimas, 
and drummer Matt Gordy — for a Christ- 
mas-themed show and, we figure, proba- 
bly some regular songs, too. That’s in the 
Cambridge Multicultural Arts Center, 41 
Second Street in East Cambridge; call 
(617) 876-7777. 


@ MONDAY 13 

NIGHTLIFE. The long-running goth 
night Ceremony, in residence at An Tua 
Nua, this week features a live set from 
One of Us, who keep alive the sound of 
early-’90s industrial metal. That’s at 835 
Beacon Street, just outside Kenmore 
Square; call (617) 262-2121. 


@ TUESDAY 14 

JAZZ. Harvey Mason hit the big time 
with “smooth” jazz supergroup Fourplay, 
but he’s played drums with a whole passel 
of straight-ahead jazz heavyweights — Er- 
roll Garner, George Shearing, Gerry Mulli- 
gan, Freddie Hubbard — and on his re- 
cent solo With All My Heart (RCA), he’s 
playing in mostly acoustic trio settings 
with folks like Kenny Barron and Ron 
Carter, Charlie Haden, Fred Hersch, and 
Brad Mehldau on chestnuts like “Bernie’s 
Tune,” “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,” and 
“Without a Song.” This superb all-around 
musician comes into Scullers with pianist 
Joey Calderazzo (Branford Marsalis Quar- 
tet) and a bassist TBA. That’s at the Dou- 


bleTree Guest Suites Hotel, 400 Soldiers | 


Field Road at the Mass Pike; call (617) 
562-4111. 

Young saxophonist David Bond has per- 
formed with the likes of Archie Shepp and 
Dewey Redman, and his own David 
Bond Group features his warm, varied 
hard-boppish compositions for some 
sharp locai veteran players, including sax- 
ophonist Stan Strickland, trombonist Bill 
Lowe, pianist Pierre Hurel, bassist Wes 
Brown, and drummer Luther Gray. That’s 
at Ryles, 212 Hampshire Street in Inman 
Square, from 8 to 9:30 p.m.; call (617) 
876-9330. 


@ WEDNESDAY 15 
HOLIDAY. Local nutcase Chandler Travis 
pools both of his ensembles — the Chan- 


Popped punk 


dler Travis Philharmonic and his long-run 
ning Cape crusaders the Incredible Casuals 
— for an evening of inebriated caroling 
going under the title of the First Annual 
Casual Philharmonic Sonic Christ- 
mas Cavalcade at Johnny D’s, 17 Hol 
land Street in Davis Square. A bunch of 
guests including Jen Kimball, Ramona Sil 
ver, Slide’s Shaun Wolf Wortis, and Papas 
Fritas’ Tony Goddess will be along to help 
celebrate the release of Chandler’s new 
Another Christmas Gift for You (Sonic 
Trout), a bizarro-world compendium of 
new and old holiday faves including a hip 
ster-scatting “Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing,” a cover of B. Bumble and the 
Stingers’ “Nutrocker,” the Doctor Demen 
to—worthy original “Chrithmath in Athol,” 
and — bonus! — an arrangement of the 
inescapable Christmas Tree Shops jingle. 
Proceeds benefit the local food pantry 
Bread and Jams; call (617) 776-2004. 

ROCK. The punk-rock-and-roll club night 
“Blackout Bar” features a live set from the 
local hardcore quintet Capital Radio, 
who have a new four-song EP due on Ran 
cid Records early next year. That’s at the 
Paradise Lounge, 969 Commonwealth Av 
enue in Boston; call (617) 562-8814. 


@ THURSDAY 16 

JAZZ. Jazz master McCoy Tyner is at 
the Real Deal Jazz Club with his usual 
trio mates Charnett Moffett (bass) and 
Eric Harland (drums) plus special guest 
the fine alto-saxophonist Gary Bartz. 
That’s through Sunday, and the Real Deal 
is in the Cambridge Multicultural Art 
Center, 41 Second Street in East Cam- 
bridge; call (617) 876-7777. 

Well, the “new swing” has swung its 
thing, but Big Bad Voodoo Daddy 
march on, still filling the clubs after sell- 
ing millions of records to alt-rock kids 
during the 90s “lounge” craze. Truth be 
told, we always were partial to their 
cover of Louis Prima’s Jungle Book hit “I 
Wanna Be like You” because it, like, you 
know, swung. Big Bad Voodoo Daddy 
blow the roof off the dump at Scullers, in 
the DoubleTree Guest Suites Hotel, 400 
Soldiers Field Road at the Mass Pike; call 
(617) 562-4111. 


THURSDAY 16: The So Cal skate-punk outfit Unwritten Law’s new 
Here’s to the Mourning (Atlantic) doesn’t come out until February, 
but its elegiac new single, “Save Me” (co-written by Linda Perry, 
perhaps exacting her revenge on California for Tim Armstrong’s 
elbowing his way in on Pink’s publishing), has already become a 
radio hit, thanks in part to a chorus that nods back to Radiohead's 
“Creep.” The band are at Axis, 13 Lansdowne Street in Boston. It’s a 
6 p.m., all-ages show, and tickets are $12; call (617) 262-2437. 
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@ BRIGHT EYES. Two new Bright Eyes discs 
both set for release on January 25, have leaked 
on the Internet, so there’s no excuse for not 
knowing all the words by the time Conor Oberst 
shows up with a band (personnel TBA) the night 
before, on a bill with CocoRosie and Tilly and the 
Wall. For the January 24 show at Sanders 
Theatre, 45 Quincy Street in Harvard Square 
Bright Eyes will be performing songs from the 
folkier of the two discs, /’m Wide Awake, It's 
Morning; Conor's also planning on touring later 
in the year with his old Saddle Creek labelmates 
the Faint as his backing band to promote his 
electro-savvy Digital Ash in a Digital Urn (both 
Saddle Creek). Don’t bother looking for ads for 
the Sanders show — it’s being kept on the 
down-low — but tickets, at $26.50, are on sale 
now through the Harvard University box office 
call (617) 496-2222 


@ “TASTE OF CHAOS.” Warped Tour founder 
Kevin Lyman unveils his wintertime companion 
to Warped’s punk-rock-summer-camp empire 
with the “Taste of Chaos” tour, with which he 
hopes to nourish the audience for crossover 
thrash metal in the same way his previous 
venture built the all-ages audience for pop punk 
The Used headline with Killswitch Engage, My 
Chemical Romance, Senses Fail, and Underoath. 
It hits Tsongas Arena in Lowell on February 28, 
and tickets go on sale Saturday at 10 a.m.; call 
(617) 931-2000. 


i TOMMY STINSON. January 30 at the Middle 
East; on sale Friday at 10 a.m., call (617) 864- 
EAST. 


Mi WAS (NOT WAS). January 8 at the Middle East; 
call (617) 864-EAST. 


@ ME FIRST AND THE GIMME GIMMES. January 8 
at Axis; call (617) 931-2000 


@ DETROIT COBRAS. 
January 21 at T.T. the 
Bear's Place; call (617) 
492-BEAR 


PEDRO THE LION. Pl 


February 5 at the Somerville 4Q i= 







Theatre; call (617) 931-2000 


@ The MUSIC and 
KASABIAN. 
February 23 at 
the 

Paradise 

call (617) 
931-2000 


@ SOULFLY 
and MORBID 
ANGEL. 
February 26 

at the 
Palladium 
Worcester; call 
(800) 477-6849 








Two by four 


Label comps, deluxe reissues, DVDs, and box sets 





ith the holiday season upon us, 
record labels are doing their best to 
accommodate our need to spend, 


spend, spend. And when they dig as deep into 
their vaults as we do into our pockets, well, 
it’s not such a bad thing, right? So with that 
holiday spirit in mind, we offer a sampling of 
some of the more interesting sonic and visual 
treats that are hitting the racks this year. . . 


Label compilations 

@ Matador at Fifteen (Matador) 

@ Old Enough To Know Better: 

15 Years of Merge Records (Merge) 
Neither of these indie labels should feel shy 
about giving itself a pat on the back on the oc- 
casion of its 15th anniversary. The NYC-based 
Matador brought us Pavement, Guided by 
Voices, Helium, Liz Phair, and at least half a 
dozen other relevant artists who played a 
major role in defining the sound of the under- 
ground throughout the ’90s. And the Chapel 
Hill-grown Merge, a label that began as a way 
for Superchunk singer/guitarist Mac McCaugh- 
an and bassist Laura Ballance to put out music 
by their band and other artists they’d become 
friendly with, introduced the world to song- 
writer Stephin Merritt through his Magnetic 
Fields, put out a great Verbena EP before any- 
one had heard of them, and have continued to 
keep Calvin Johnson’s idea of an International 
Pop Underground alive by taking on bands as 
diverse as England’s reunited Buzzcocks, New 
Zealand’s the Clean, and the late, great Ameri- 
can band Neutral Milk Hotel. Of course, Merge 
has also put out a number of excellent Super- 
chunk albums, as well as the band’s first DVD, 
which came out earlier this year. 

But there have always been differences be- 
tween the two labels. Matador is the more 
commercial of the two, having made distribu- 
tion deals with both Atlantic and Capitol in 
the 90s. And the three-disc Matador at Fifteen, 
which features two CDs and one DVD, is less a 
history of high points than a sampler culled 
from the label’s latest releases, with the first 
CD offering “Greatest Hits 1999-2004” from 
neo-new-wave Joy Division fetishists Interpol, 
the reunited Mission of Burma, the critically 
adored New Pornographers, and old Matador 
stand-bys like Scotland’s Belle & Sebastian, 
the Jon Spencer Blues Explosion, Guided by 
Voices, Cat Power, and Stephen Malkmus both 
with and without Pavement. The second CD 
offers previously unreleased tracks and rarities 
by mostly the same bands, and the DVD gives 
you music videos by a dozen artists pulled 
from that lot. 

The three-disc Merge compilation is less 
strictly organized: it tosses together tracks by 
defunct outfits like Neutral Milk Hotel, bands 
who did one-off deals or just singles with the 
label (the Buzzcocks and Seaweed), newcom- 
ers like singer-songwriter Richard Buckner, and 
artists who have had long-term relationships 
with Merge like David Kilgour and East River 
Pipe. Over the course of 61 selections, you get 
a diverse indication not only of what indie rock 
has been but of where it might be headed. 


Box sets 

@ Michael Jackson: 

The Ultimate Collection (Epic) 

@ The Cure, Join the Dots: B-sides 

& Rarities, 1978-2001 
(Fiction/Elektra/Rhino) 

Michael Jackson has gone so far in terms of 
alienating anything one might consider a main- 
stream audience that I wonder how easy it now 
is for people to separate his music from his be- 
havior. It'll be interesting to see how many peo- 
ple pick up this five-disc box that includes all — 


BY MATT ASHARE 


redefine punk rock. 


and I mean all — of his hits (both solo and 
with the Jackson 5) along with a few interest- 
ing odds and sods, like the original demo for 
“We Are the World” and an “early version” of 
“Dangerous,” on four CDs, along with the req- 
uisite DVD — a previously unreleased 16-song 
performance in Bucharest during the “Danger- 
ous” tour. The set does consolidate Quincy 
Jones’s legacy as a trailblazing producer. Be- 
yond that, it’s a reminder that once upon a 
time, Jackson was a genuine musical talent. 
Robert Smith is a bit of oddball himself. But 
the fact that he’s continued to record under 
the Cure umbrella for almost 30 years when 
he could easily have embarked upon a solo ca- 
reer a couple of decades ago says something 
about his commitment to putting his music 
ahead of his persona. It’s a testament to the 
time, energy, and talent he’s put into the Cure 
that even without any of the hits or the famil- 
iar album tracks, he’s assembled a riveting 
four-disc retrospective using only B-sides and 
rarities. Okay, so three mixes of the Cure’s 
cover of the Doors tune “Hello, I Love You” is 
a bit much. But the rest of this collection is a 
treasure trove of — in some cases — legendar- 
ily difficult-to-find tunes like the B-side to the 
original “Boys Don’t Cry” single (“Pillbox 
Tales”) and “Sugar Girl,” a track that was an 
“extra B-side” for the “Just like Heaven” single. 
Other revelations include a spot-on cover of 
Bowie’s “Young Americans” that I never even 
knew the Cure had recorded (it’s way better 
than their better-known cover of Hendrix’s 
“Purple Haze”) and an acoustic version of the 
rarity “Signal to Noise.” No, this isn’t your 
basic introduction to the Cure: this is a four- 
CD collection for those of you who already 
have the albums and want something more. 


Deluxe reissues 

@ The Clash, London Calling: 

25th Anniversary Legacy Edition (Epic) 
@ Pavement, Crooked Rain, Crooked 
Rain: L.A.’s Desert Origins (Matador) 
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CRUCIAL: on the 25th-anniversary edition 


In years to come, musos will continue to 
argue over which album by each of these 
bands is the most “important” or “crucial” 
or whatever. But you could make a strong 
argument for both London Calling and 
Crooked Rain, Crooked Rain being particu- 
larly significant because in each case you 
have people coming together to become 
more than the sum of their individual parts 
and simultaneously breaking free from 





of the Clash’s London Calling, you can hear the band 


genre constraints. In the 
case of the Clash, London 
Calling was the album on 
which they left punk rock 
behind or, as I prefer to see 
it, redefined the boundaries 
of punk until it could be 
viewed as a folk or roots 
form that could and would 
live on long after the band 
broke up. This deluxe 25th- 
anniversary edition of the 
album is a three-disc set 
that includes the legendary 
“Vanilla Tapes,” which 
amount to the demos for 
London Calling, though 
they’re really more. As the 
band reveal on the third disc, a 

DVD that features extensive interview 
footage, including the late Joe Strummer, 
the sessions at the Vanilla studio were an 
opportunity for the Clash to realize they’d 
become a real rock-and-roll band and to test 
themselves while having fun reworking old 
tunes like “Remote Control” (included 
here). In the end, though, “The Vanilla 
Tapes” are flat-sounding and in that regard a 
tribute to the work that the notorious pro- 
ducer Guy Stevens did to pull a classic 
album out of the Clash when they’d finished 
the demos. There’s footage on the DVD of 
Stevens smashing chairs in the studio, but 
whatever he did brought the band together 
in a way that would never happen again. 

A decade and a half later, Pavement had 
reached a crossroads when it came time to 
record a follow-up to their critically acclaimed 
Slanted and Enchanted, a disc that did as 
much as any other to make lo-fi part of the 
indie-rock lexicon. Pavement could have re- 
mained something of a studio project led by 
Spiral Stairs and Stephen Malkmus; instead, 
they got rid of hippie drummer Gary Young, 
found a real drummer (Steve West), and 


al 


ROCKS 





made a rock-and-roll album as a real band. 
Although some still lament the vaguely com- 
mercial, song-oriented direction Malkmus 
took them, it’s hard to deny the musical 
breakthrough that Pavement experienced dur- 
ing Crooked Rain, Crooked Rain. This deluxe 
edition includes all the B-sides that came out 
on all those British and Japanese singles for 
“Cut Your Hair” and “Gold Sounds” along 
with the full album on disc one. And disc two 
mg olfers a glimpse of what 

4 might have been by in- 
4 cluding eight tracks — 
among them, “Range Life” 
— recorded with Young 
on drums. The rest of disc 
two is fleshed out with a 
plethora of studio experi- 
ments. With Crooked 
Rain, Crooked Rain, Pave- 
ment became a band 
whose impact will be felt 
for generations. 


DVDs 
@ Rolling Stones 
Rock and Roll Circus 
(abkco) 
@ Another State of 
Mind (Time Bomb) 
If Gimme Shelter was the 
film that captured the end 
of the peace-and-love ’60s, 
then Rock and Roll Circus is 
one of the documents that 
caught the emergence of 
the “fun” ’60s in mid- 
4 stream. Directed by 
7 Michael Lindsay-Hogg, this 
is swinging London at its 
most playful and ridicu- 
lous. The extras include 
4 Pete Townshend as well as 
members of the Stones re- 
calling the event, a circus- 
style show shot in a studio 
as a TV special with an au- 
dience, and featuring 
Jethro Tull, the Who, Taj 
Mahal, Marianne Faithfull, 
John Lennon and Yoko 
Ono, and, of course, the 
Stones, along with a few actual 
circus acts. And the smirk on 
Townshend’s face belies the 
sense of absurdity that pervad- 
ed the Circus. Fortunately, the 
performances are the real raw 
deal, with the Who introducing 
their rock operetta “A Quick 
One While He’s Away” and 
pulling it off without any spe- 
cial effects, Lennon jamming 
with Eric Clapton and Keith 
Richards on a blues that they 
don’t appear to have put too 
much rehearsal into, and the 
Brian Jones version of the 
Stones having something of a 
last hurrah. 

There’s nothing playful about Another 
State of Mind, a low-budget rockumentary 
released in 1984 that caught the burgeoning 
American hardcore punk movement at a 
particularly vulnerable time. The film fol- 
lows the horrible Youth Brigade and a very 
promising band called Social Distortion on a 
poorly planned North American tour filled 
with all kinds of mishaps, including a stop 
by the infamous Dischord house in DC to 
visit Minor Threat. Its central device, and 
what makes it so moving, is that Social D 
frontman Mike Ness is in the midst of writ- 
ing what will become one of his seminal an- 
thems — “Another State of Mind” — 
throughout the band’s journey into the 
heart of America’s punk darkness. This is a 
pre-tattoo Mike Ness looking innocent and 
vulnerable as he dodges stage divers, tries 
to find comfortable corners to sleep in, and, 
finally, opts to head back to LA after most of 
his band quit on him. Although the film 
ends on a low note, Social Distortion went 
on to become a viable band, as Ness made 
the connection between the Clash and John- 
ny Cash and got a whole lotta tattoos. ee 
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My Chemical Romance The Shore 


MY HoMaNcE, 


Contains the 

track, “I'm Not 

Okay(I — Contains the 
track, “Hard 


Three Cheats For Sweet Revenge ot: Absihetten The Shore aan 


$13.99cp $11.99cp $11.99cp 


Lucia Micarelli Josh Groban Green Day 


Sa) Brilliant lead 
- violinist for 
é Josh Groban. — 
Music From A Further Room Live At The Greek American Idiot 


$14.99cp $24.99cv/pvp $13.99cp 


Jay-Z Linkin Park The Donnas Tyler Hilton 


: as ie Co ih Z ay & ie oS | P Oe Contains 
map gilis es, 1 Vibon Fao 
LIVKVA PARK Pe OY cc 1 A i}tsn ‘Pao 


Currently 
“| Me % cL ney 2 it appearing 
6 as 
Chris Keller 
on WB's 

One 
Tree Hill 


Bh t 4, 
"Collision Course Gold Medal The Tracks Of 
$ 14.99cp $ 13.99cp $ 11.99cp 


Simon & Garfunkel Marlo Thomas Danny Wright 


SIMON< GARFUNKEL 


Also Available 
as a 2CD 
1 DVD Set 


Old Friends Live On Stage i & Givin rn ae eee 
$19.992cp 14.99¢cp ’ nin 314. A se mas 


IF YOUR GOING INTO OUR CD SECTION, 
TELL YOUR LOVED ONES WHERE YOU ARE.) 
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THE CHARMS’ JOE WIZDA AND ELLIE VEE, December 3 at Great Scott. 





Panties, bellydancing, 


bangers & mash 


he ultimate rock tribute — flying panties 

— greeted Cracktorch last Friday at Great 
Scott in Allston as the band celebrated the re- 
lease of their new Tonight the City with a 
roomful of friends and fans. “Thanks for giving 
me back my underwear,” joked bass player 
Bob Maloney as he adorned his mike stand 
with a pair of sequin-star-spangled skivvies, 
one of the three that flew his way during the 
set. (One of these seemed to 


show: at one point, a large drunken goon tried 
to join the fun by lifting up his shirt and shak- 
ing his rotunda of a gut. After being reprimand- 
ed by one of the dancers, he was dragged out by 
a female friend. 

Doreen Marshall, a dancer who goes by the 
stage name Samarra, has been putting together 
themed bellydancing shows at the Central 
Square bar about every six weeks since Febru- 
ary, including “Ya Salam, 





have come from the general 
direction of former bassist 
Stacey Fick, who later ended 
up on stage to help out with 
vocals.) As the night went 
on, ever-unpredictable 





by Will 


Elvis!” — an Elvis-themed 
bellydance show inspired by 
the King’s 1965 film Harum 
Scarum. “| have a wide vari- 
ety of tastes (and a huge 
record collection), and | also 





Spitz 





singer/guitarist Marc Schle- 

icher spent increasingly less time on the stage 
with a guitar in his hands and more time hug- 
ging and kissing audience members and 
writhing and shimmying about the floor in 
front of the stage. 

There was also a whole lot of shaking going 
on the following night at the All Asia Café, al- 
beit of a slightly different variety. Central 
Square has a long history of playing host to both 
bellydancers and rock (at the Middle East, 
they’re often going on side by side), but Satur- 
day night’s “Rock the Casbah” put the pieces 
together: bellydancers doing their thing to rock 
songs on a Discman blasted over a PA. A rotat- 
ing cast of dancers jiggled to Arabic-influenced 
tunes like Queen's “Mustapha” as well as less 
Eastern-identified songs like Hendrix’s “Foxey 
Lady”; while shaking to a medley of Beatles 
songs, a dancer named Karina even broke into a 
bit of the swim. And Zelee, who used the Ra- 
mones’ “| Wanna Be Sedated” as her sound- 
track, wore an amusingly appropriate combo of 
punk-rock duds and bellydancing garb: tight 
black jeans and Converse sneakers accessorized 
with a midriff-baring top and a hip scarf with 
dangling coins. It even felt like a rowdy rock 


make my own costumes,” 
Marshall explained via e-mail after the gig. “The 
rock theme seemed to work well, and there is 
still so much music out there that would be 
great to bellydance to.” 

The flyer for Dave Virr & Oliver Mak’s inaugu- 
ral “Bangers and Mash” night at ZuZu on De- 
cember 1 promised “Crunk Britpop, Death 
Disco, and Thugged-Out Indie Rock.” But vi- 
sions of Lil’ John mashed up with Blur proved 
to be unfounded. Instead, Virr and Mak spun 
regular old (and new) Britpop, indie rock, and 
the like ranging from New Order to Bell Biv 
DeVoe to the Go Go's to Franz Ferdinand — in 
other words, mostly the kind of thing you'd ex- 
pect from Virr, the host of the weekly WMFO 
(Tufts) radio show (and e-mail newsletter) 
British Accents. And though they were spinning 
dance music, the duo didn’t seem to be both- 
ered by the lack of dancing. “We picked ZuZu 
because we wanted a small room that had more 
of a ‘hang-out’ kind of atmosphere, as opposed 
to a straight-up dance club,” Virr said afterward. 
They'll be back at ZuZu on January 6. ap 


Will Spitz can be reached at 
wspitz@phx.com. 
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Jericho gets Fat; Angelo returns; 
the Ducky Boys prep new album 


belied Bostonians Jericho 
came through town this past 
Wednesday on tour, bringing 
good news and not so good 
news. On the downside, they 
had to change their name to 
Jericho RVA, since someone else 
had Jericho first; the RVA is for 
Richmond, Virginia, where 
they've lived for the past two 
years. On the upside, they just 
signed to Fat Wreck Chords. 
Their good friends, fellow Vir- 
ginians, sometime tour 
mates, and now label mates 
Avail helped make the intro- 
duction. “We've been tight with 
the Jericho boys since they 
came down to Richmond,” 
Avail’s Tim Barry explains. “The 
first time we played shows with 
them was when we were on a 
US tour a few years ago. The 
opening band broke up, which 
left us with no opener. | called 
Jericho up from the 9:30 Club 
in Washington, DC, and the very 
next day they showed up in Car- 
rboro, North Carolina, at the 
Cat’s Cradle and joined the tour. 
That kind of commitment and 
blatant disregard for home life 
just shows what frame of mind 
they're in. Hopefully someday 
we'll be opening for them.” Jeri- 
cho will be back in town open- 
ing for Me First and the Gimme 
Gimmes at Axis on January 8. 
I'm not gonna lie to you — if 
his daughter weren't on my 
street team, | wouldn’t know who 
the hell Angelo Petraglia is. But 
older dudes in town will tell you 


dated the West Coast punk 
band of the same name. 
And if you have uncles 

who're into mainstream 
country, they've proba- 

bly heard his production ™@ 
and songwriting work for 3 
Emmylou Harris, Marti- 
na McBride, and Trisha 

Yearwood. (In : 
Nashville, he’s known 
simply as Angelo, no last 


about his band Face to Face, 
a power-pop group who pre- (2) ‘ 





FOR tHe WeeK OF 
DeCemBeR 5 
[FROM NEWBURY COMICS) 





name required.) More recently, 
the eight people who bought the 
Kings of Leon album Youth & 
Young Manhood might recognize 
him: he’s credited with co-pro- 
duction and arranging, though | 
hear he may have done a little 


more than that. Like teaching 
the band how to write songs and 
play their instruments. Angelo 
has a couple of songwriting cred- 
its on the upcoming Kings of 
Leon disc Aha Shake Heart- 
break (out now in Great Britain, 
and in February on RCA). And 
his own band, the Ragman Son 
Revue (in which he now shares 
a guitar player with Bob Dylan), 
play at the Lizard Lounge this 
Friday and Saturday, December 
10 and 11. 

“Everyone kinda flounders 
around for a while in their early 
20s while they try to figure out 
who they are,” says Ducky Boys 
bassist/vocalist Mark Lind. “We 
took some time off to figure out 
who we were, and what we found 
is that we’re Ducky Boys. So 
we're back to do what we do 


RUCKER 
















best and what we do naturally.” 
It’s been almost 10 years since 
Lind founded the Duckys in 
Charlestown; since then, he’s 
taken time off to pursue other 
strains of rock and roll, in Dirty 
Water and with his brother in 
Sinners and Saints. But after a 
four-year layover, the Duckys are 
going into high gear. Their latest 
comeback has been bolstered by 
an appearance on Hellcat’s Give 
‘Em the Boot 4 comp (1 promise: 
after this week I'll shut up about 
this record), and by their own 
third album, Three Chords and 
the Truth (Thorp). “The Ducky 
Boys were one of those bands 
who always seemed to be work- 
ing-class punk heroes that were 
far too unsung,” says Thorp 
owner Andy King, a long-time 
fan. “My goal is to change their 
unsung status.” The new CD is 
easily the most rock-and-roll 
album in the band’s catalogue. 
Their punk roots are exposed, 
but this one is one for the mass- 
es. Already this year they've 
been to California and parts west 
with Dropkick Murphys and 
Blood for Blood, and they’re 
prepping an East Coast swing for 
next spring. In the meantime, 
they're already thinking about 
demo-ing the next album. “The 
songs for the next record are al- 
ready done,” says Lind. “Now we 
just have to get them on tape 
and start improving them.” And 
as | mentioned a couple weeks 
back, they’re also working on a 
DVD with Killswitch Productions 
that should be out in time for 
their 10th anniversary in October 
2005. The Ducky Boys play this 
Frida, December 10, at T.T. 
the Bear's Place in Central 
Square on a bill that also 
features the Marvels, Avoid 
One Thing, and Far from 
Finished. a 


Chris Rucker is the host 
of New England Product, 
Sundays from 9 to 10 p.m. on 
WFNX 101.7 FM. 


1) Dropkick Murphys, “Tessie” (Hellcat) 


2) JoJo (Da Family/Universal) 


3) Dresden Dolls (8 Foot Records) 


4) Wave of Mutilation: Best of Pixies (4AD) 


5-6) Diecast, Tearing Down Your Blue Skies (Century Media) 


5-6) The Ducky Boys, Three Chords and the Truth (Thorpe) 


7) Dear Leader, All | Ever Wanted Was Tonight (Lunch) 


8) The Pixies, Surfer Rosa (4AD) 
9) Virtuoso, WWII: Evolution of the Torturer (Raptivism) 


10) Rubyhorse, Paradise 10/21/04 (\nstantLive) 
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Beyond 


Morphine 


Sandbox reve 





als just how much 


there was to Mark Sandman 


BY MATT ASHARE 





ost people, both 
M home town of Boston, know Mark 


Sandman as the 


he was on stage with when he died in Italy 
in 1999 — Morphine. And many of those 
people are apt to think of Morphine as a 


three-piece band featur- 
ing Sandman on two- 
string slide bass, Dana 
Colley on baritone sax, 
and Billy Conway on, as 
Mark liked to say, “d- 
tuned drums.” But the 
truth behind Morphine 
and the music Sandman 
wrote and recorded be- 
ginning in the mid ’80s 
with the innovative 


blues band Treat Her Right is more compli- 
cated — in large part because Mark wanted 
it that way. (It gets particularly confusing 
when you consider that Sandman started 
Morphine with drummer Jerome Deupree, 
who had to quit after the band recorded 
their first album, Good, but who then re- 


turned to play on all 
but three of the tracks 
on the following disc, 
Cure for Pain, before 
departing for good.) 
And though the new 
three-disc Sandbox, an 
independent release 
from Hi-N-Dry, the 
label named after the 
studio Sandman built 
in the living room of 
his Cambridge loft, 
makes it clear that the 
“House of Morphine,” 
as Colley likes to call it, 
involved dozens of 
players and at least 
half a dozen actual 
bands, it isn’t designed 
to draw sharp distinc- 
tions among those vari- 
ous bands and projects. 
In fact, much of the air 
of mystery that Sand- 
man cultivated around 
himself and his music 
when he was alive re- 
mains intact even after 
you’ve made your way 
through the 31 previ- 
ously unreleased tracks 
on Sandbox’s two CDs 
and the anecdotal and 
entertaining footage on 
the set’s DVD. 

For starters, the set 
is not arranged in 
chronological order or 
in any other way that 
might shed light on 
how Morphine 
emerged as Sandman’s 
primary vehicle out of 
a number of projects 
he’d put together in 
the late ’80s, during 
the waning days of 





Treat Her Right. That band, who had Con- 


Jim Fitting and guitarist David Cham- 
pagne, were still very much alive and kick- 
ing after a bad major-label experience with 
RCA when Sandman began to branch out 
with groups that included Candybar, the 
Pale Brothers, Supergroup, the Hypnoson- 
ics, and, of course, Morphine. It’s clear 
from the Sandbox mate- 
rial, which includes 
contributions by all the 
members of Treat Her 
Right, that the less-is- 
more noirish esthetic 
that would come to 
define Morphine was 
already taking shape 
within the confines of 
Treat Her Right in 
tunes like “Doreen,” a 
harmonica-laced song story that goes up 
the same musical alley as “Dawna,” the 
lead track on Morphine’s breakthrough 
album, 1992’s Cure for Pain. “Doreen” 
sounds like a Treat Her Right tune because 
it has guitar and harmonica. But it isn’t la- 


in and outside his 


leader of the trio 


cellars ** 


wy Starlight 





INTUITION: the full Sandman experience included everything 
from the minimal instrumentation of Morphine to his larger 
configurations with a full horn section, guitar, four-string 
bass, and keyboards. 


way on drums along with harmonica player 


Continued on page 10 
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FNX Marks The Spot! 


Display At Best Buy For Exclusive 
Discounts When You Show Your FNX Card! 
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Tegan and Sara 
So Jealous 


"Their songwriting...turns highly personal moments into works that 
are more than a mere moments of confessions and it is heartening 
to hear such emotional maturity and craft in these young artists.” 

- L.A Times 

So Jealous is the follow up to the critically acclaimed 2002 
release /f It Was You 


$13.99 CD 


The Zutons 
Who Killed The Zutons? 


"_..we were bowled over by the five-Brit band's fresh, learned 
sound- equal parts rock, funk, sou! and punk." - Elle 

"A marvel. A B-movie zombie march of horrorpop...one of 
Britain's most important new bands” - NME 


$11.99 CD 































Chris Isaak 


Christmas 
Features 11 traditional songs (including "Santa Claus Is Coming 
To Town" with Stevie Nicks) and five original songs. Chris Isaak 
Christmas is this season's holiday surprise, a Christmas album 

that's actually cool 


$14.99 CD 


Elefant 
Sunlight Makes Me Paranoid 


Both critics and fans alike have fallen in love with an album that's 
chock full of dancing beats, guitar crescendos and tales of desire 
and longing. "Elefant's debut is so strong, you may find yourself 
shouting its praises from a rooftop." - Blender Magazine 
www.elefantweb.com 


$9.99 CD 



































AFI 
AFI 


At last! This self-titled compilation brings together the best of 
AFI's Nitro years, includes a few vinyl only and rare tracks 
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Continued from page 9 

beled as such. Indeed, none of the tracks 
on the two CDs is credited to a particular 
band. Those familiar with Sandman’s vari- 
ous musical creations will be able to take a 
few educated guesses. When there’s a 
three-piece horn section, you’re probably 
hearing the Hypnosonics, especially if the 
drummer is banging out eighth or quarter 
notes on a block of wood instead of a hi- 
hat. The presence of mandolin on “Pa- 
tience,” a poppy tune that marks a depar- 
ture from the bluesy sound of so much of 
Sandman’s songwriting, is an indication 
that Jimmy Ryan was involved. Which 
could mean the song was conceived as a 
Pale Brothers tune. But the version here is 
a full-band arrangement that includes bari- 
tone sax and drums 4a la Morphine. And 
“Tomorrow,” one of the more poignant and 
beautiful songs on the collection, is largely 
piano-driven, so it doesn’t fit neatly into 
any of the various groups Sandman put to- 
gether to perform live, and in fact it re- 
futes those critics who pegged Morphine as 
a novelty and a one-trick pony. On stage, 
Morphine may have been the above-men- 
tioned trio. But in the studio, especially at 
Hi-N-Dry, Sandman was constantly build- 
ing on the sound he’d found in Morphine. 
One of his latter-day inventions, the “tri- 
tar” (a guitar/bass hybrid featuring one 
bass string and two guitar strings), can be 
heard to good effect on “Good Time Last 
Night,” a hard-rocking song filled with 
plenty of distortion. 

Instead of attributing particular record- 
ings to particular players, Sandbox simply 
lists the various bassists, drummers, horn 
players, and other musicians who partici- 
pated in the realization of an zsthetic and 
the creation of a band (Morphine) who 
would find success on Rykodisc before sign- 
ing to DreamWorks, touring the world in 


the process and building a loyal audience 
from the grassroots on up. Except for the 
occasional Hypnosonics gig in New York 
City, you had to live in the Boston area to 
get the full Sandman experience, which 
could include him playing everything from 
his two-string bass and tritar with a 
stripped-down band to him leading a larger 
configuration with a full horn section, gui- 
tar, four-string bass, and keyboards. Sand- 
box is perhaps the closest anyone can come 
at this point to getting a taste of what that 
was like. And as diverse as the material on 
these discs is, it holds together as a body of 
work that grew out of a core of musical 
ideas that were never as limited as some 
may have thought. 

Sandman was notorious for using his liv- 
ing-room-turned-studio — what came to be 
known as Hi-N-Dry — as a laboratory, 
where he could and did record all kinds of 
songs with all kinds of players at all hours 
of the day and night. He left behind hours 
and hours of tape of jam sessions, ideas for 
songs, and completed material. As Colley, 
who now oversees Hi-N-Dry with the help 
of Conway, Andrew Mazzone, Billy Beard, 
and other assorted friends of Mark, puts it, 
“We knew there were a lot of recordings 
there, but I don’t think we realized just how 
much stuff there was. And there’s still tons 
more. Billy [Conway] sort of went under- 
ground for a few months and went through 
everything, cataloguing it all and finding 
songs that were suitable for release. I 
mean, Mark was always recording. He used 
to tell me that there was no point in turn- 
ing off the machines because he was just 
going to turn them back on in a little 
while.” 

Unlike most bands, where each member 
has a defined role, Morphine existed within 
what Colley likens to “an open marriage. 
Morphine was a vehicle for a strategic 


strike. We were able to take Mark’s ideas 
out into the world and take a cab to gigs 
and put them across in a certain way. But 
what you'll find on Sandbox is a broader 
idea that transcends Morphine. If that 
meant that Billy or I didn’t play on this or 
that track, that was fine. They were Mark’s 
songs, and he could interchange them with 
whatever bands he wanted to. And we 
helped him get those songs out there how- 
ever we could.” 

Either/Orchestra leader Russ Gershon, a 
long-time friend of Sandman’s who put out 
the first Morphine album (Good) on his Ac- 
curate label when nobody else was interest- 
ed, and who helped form the core of the 
Hypnosonics’ horn section, was in a good 
position to see how Sandman used his vari- 
ous projects to realize his musical ideas. “He 
would freely spread his ideas around differ- 
ent groups until it found its legs. Of course, 
once Morphine took off, 70 percent of his 
energy went into Morphine. So his main 
goal became getting a song into shape for 
Morphine. But he would use lots of labora- 
tories in order to do that.” 

As part of one of those laboratories, Ger- 
shon experienced the process first hand. 
“Mark operated under the assumption that 
his way was the way. And fortunately, his 
way was always quite interesting. So to col- 
laborate with him was to play by his rules. 
But within those rules, you had a lot of 
freedom. And there were different sets of 
rules for different groups — different rules 
for Morphine and different rules for Hyp- 
nosonics. As long as Mark was happy with 
the set of rules, then everything was okay. 
But I don’t think he was comfortable nego- 
tiating those kinds of things. Fortunately, 
with Hypnosonics we were happy playing 
off his riffs. And he was happy jamming 
with everyone in the band.” 

Of course, the lines between Sandman’s 


various bands were always blurred. And 
that could lead to a certain amount of ten- 
sion. “People sometimes got upset because 
different bands would play the same 
songs,” Jerome Deupree remembers. “Dif- 
ferent people from different bands he 
played with would get upset about that. 
[Drummer] Dominique [Zar] from Candy- 
bar was upset one night that he played a 
song from Candybar with Morphine. And I 
remember Treat Her Right did a version of 
‘Buena’ [a well-known Morphine song]. He 
was always trying different songs with dif- 
ferent people. It was just the way he oper- 
ated.” 

At the same time, Sandman didn’t always 
articulate what he was looking for from a 
musician. He had a sense that the best re- 
sults came about intuitively, and that could 
lead to some amusing situations among the 
people he played with. Looking back on an 
early Morphine gig, Deupree recalls with a 
laugh, “I remember it being pretty specific 
that cymbals weren’t going to be welcome 
on the gig. I don’t remember anything ever 
being said on the phone about don’t bring 
them. But I just knew not to bring the cym- 
bals.” 

One thing that was always clear was that 
Sandman’s mission went beyond simply 
honing his songs for Morphine. He was al- 
ways interested both in challenging himself 
and in challenging the people around him. 
Gershon points out, “He liked promoting 
his friends and trying to figure out ways to 
get us in front of bigger audiences. And at 
the same time, he realized that by sur- 
rounding himself with different players, it 
shed new light on his work. His esthetic 
was so specific that by itself it could be a 
little monotonous. But by surrounding him- 
self with different players and a different 
dynamic, it freshened his esthetic. Miles 
Davis did the same thing.” 
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Meet the 
Jazztet 


Art Farmer and Benny Golson’s jewel of a band 


BY ED HAZELL 





he Art Farmer/Benny Golson 
Tee were a band that fell 
through the cracks. Despite mem- 

orable writing and arranging and out- 
standing soloists, the Jazztet’s urbane 
music rubbed just enough against the 
grain of the times to doom them to 
being critics’ darlings. They didn’t have 
as sharp a gospel/blues edge as the 
hard-boppers, and their tightly organ- 
ized presentation ran counter to the as- 
cendant jazz avant-garde. Mosaic 
Records has assembled everything the 
band recorded, along with several ses- 
sions by the leaders, into a seven-disc 
set, The Complete Argo/Mercury Art 
Farmer/Benny Golson Jazztet Sessions, 
that lets us see that if the Jazztet were 
slightly out of synch with their times, 
they nonetheless made timeless music. 

Tenor-saxophonist Golson and trum- 
peter Farmer were especially compati- 
ble frontmen. Golson’s tone possesses a 
Coleman Hawkins-like warmth, strong 





but airy, and he can either drift or mus- WRITER’S WORKSHOP: a new Mosaic set lets us 
cle his way through a solo. He can pile __ see that if the Jazztet of Golson and Farmer were 
on the appegiated chords, building high slightly out of synch with their times, they nonethe- 


crags or digging deep valleys, but he 
also has a playful sense of time, drag- 
ging a note for a funky lagging tension 
or rushing ahead to heighten the urgency of a 
phrase. Farmer, who died in 1999, disguised 
the intelligence and daring of his imagination 
under the cloak of melody. He was one of the 
great artisans of melodic improvisation, one 
whose considered solos embraced reason and 
passion in equal measure and with quiet as- 
surance. | 

They recorded the six-piece Jazztet on six 
LPs from 1960 to 1962, with three different 
trombonists filling out the front line and a 
couple different rhythm sections. Despite the 
shifting personnel, the band had a distinctive 
sound and style, thanks largely to Golson’s 
writing and arranging. 

Golson is among the hippest composers in 
jazz. His ballad “I Remember Clifford” and the 
suave swingers “Killer Joe” and “Along Came 
Betty” deserve their place in the standard 
repertoire. The lesser-known “Park Avenue 
Petit” and “Five Spot After Dark” also evince 
his characteristic blend of intelligence, accessi- 
bility, and deep feeling. He found different 
ways for the Jazztet to work together on each 
number, creating lovely harmonies and count- 
er-lines behind his themes and punchy riffs to 
back soloists. Even the rhythm section gets lit- 
tle figures or rhythms to play. All the parts 
work together with clarity and finesse. “Junc- 
tion” (from Live at Birdhouse) and “In Love in 
Vain” (from Here and Now) are varied and rich 
in detail, but never at the expense of the 
tune’s integrity. Golson’s respect for the 
melody and the listener makes the Jazztet’s 
music both accessible and artful; he never set- 
tled for ordinary head-solos-head routines. 

The Jazztet’s first two albums — Meet the 
Jazztet and Big City Sounds — establish their 
concept and voice but skimp on the solo space 
for the principal horns. Meet the Jazztet, with 
the teenage McCoy Tyner on piano and Curtis 
Fuller on trombone, does feature a definitive “I 
Remember Clifford” by Farmer and a marvelous 
Golson arrangement “It Ain’t Necessarily So.” 

With trombonist Tom McIntosh replacing 
Fuller and pianist Cedar Walton, the unherald- 


less made timeless music. 


ed bassist Tommy Williams, and drummer Al 
“Tootie” Heath aboard, the band’s third album, 
The Jazztet and John Lewis, ranks among their 
best work. Lewis, the MJQ’s pianist and mas- 
termind, contributes all the compositions and 
arrangements. His deployment of the band is 
different from Golson’s but equally satisfying, 
especially on “Odds Against Tomorrow.” The 
Jazztet at Birdhouse, a live recording, is loose 
and fun, with the band’s expected precise exe- 
cution and engaged soloing all around. 

On the Jazztet’s last two albums, Here and 
Now and Another Git Together, Grachan Mon- 
cur III replaces McIntosh and pianist Harold 
Mabern and drummer Roy McCurdy join the 
rhythm section. The creativity never flags. 
Here and Now includes a beautifully arranged 
“Whisper Not” and exciting blowing on 
“Tonk” and Moncur’s “Sonny’s Back.” Another 
Git Together features an especially hip “Along 
Came Betty,” an inventive Golson arrange- 
ment of “Domino,” and a stunning Farmer 
feature on “This Nearly Was Mine.” 

These years were fertile ones for Golson 
and Farmer, and nearly half the set consists of 
albums they made as leaders. Each recorded 
two quartet albums that rank with the best 
work he did. On Listen to Art Farmer and the 
Orchestra, Oliver Nelson’s elaborate arrange- 
ments sometimes swamp Farmer’s unfussy 
improvisations. Golson’s Pick a Number from 
One to Ten starts with a tenor solo and adds 
one instrument at a time, climaxing with a 
10-piece ensemble on the final track. It’s a 
gimmick he has a lot of fun with. 

Jazz composing and arranging is much 
more in fashion today than it was during the 
heyday of the Jazztet. Perhaps now these al- 
bums will find the audience they deserve. 


The Complete Argo/Mercury Art Farmer/ 
Benny Golson Jazztet Sessions is available by 
mail, phone, or Web order from Mosaic 
Records, 35 Melrose Place, Stamford, Connecti- 
cut 06902; call (203) 327-7111, or visit 
www.mosaicrecords.com. 





| Ludacris 





Virgin helps” 


save you mone 


ONLY 
$9.99 


EACH 


po, 
a 


CAM'RON 


oo VT 


Muti ¥ 


Cam’ron 
Purple Haze 


Snoop Dogg 
R&G Rhythm & Gangsta 


Low Peat Hom bets 


Gwen Stefani 


Mos Def 
Love, Angel, Music, Baby 


The Red Light District The New Danger 


BeeGees 


U2 
How to Dismantle an 
Atomic Bomb 


Scissor Sisters 
Scissor Sisters 


Bee Gees 
Number Ones 


Elton John 
Peachtree 
Road 


Shania Twain 
Greatest Hits 


ONLY 
$11.99 


EACH 


Snow Patrol 
Final Straw 


Elton John 
Peachtree Road 
Lipshy LehAN 
BEANE  * 
Pa: > ape 


Keane Lindsay Lohan 
Hopes and Fears Speak 


- GH CLELD 100 


cms gps AP TER EIT 


Boston + 360 Newbury Street 617-896-0950 
MEGASTORE 


Bay \ViRGINMEGA.COM) 


*11N6-12/24. While supplies last. Offer valid in U.S. Virgin Megastores only 
@)i/-) male) @t-\7-11'-1e)(-melaliial-M-1 aise lialenle(-Relelsamelm@- an dice|ial-1i¢ ole)¢ @lele- Lie a-s 





THE BOSTON PHOENIX MUSIC DECEMBER 10, 2004 11 











Stocking stuffers 


. 
> 


Compilations, greatest hits, books, DVDs, and special editions 


he Beatles, Wilco, the Vel- 
T vet Underground, Stevie 

Ray Vaughan — Santa 
(the one at the North Pole and 
the rest of you out there) won't 
have to scratch his head too 
hard to figure out what to put 
in music lovers’ stockings this 
year... 


THE BEATLES 

THE CAPITOL ALBUMS VOL. 1 
(CAPITOL) 

In 1962, the liner notes to this 
modest Beatles box set assert, 
“no global economy existed.” 
So though the Fab Four made 
albums and released them in 
England to enormous acclaim, 
in the US, Capitol Records 
(after initially passing on the 
band) waited for two years to 
issue music by the group. Once 
the company decided Beatle- 
mania could catch on here, it 
sliced and diced the band’s al- 
bums into new shapes and re- 
leased four Frankenstein LPs to 
American audiences in 1964: 
Meet the Beatles!, The Beatles’ Second Album, 
Something New, and Beatles 65. The Capitol 
Albums Vol. 1 marks these albums’ debut on 
CD (in boi mono and 
stereo versions), and 
though grown-ups will 
find a rush of nostalgia 
in rediscovering these 
lost track lists — as in- 
deed I have, since my in- 
troduction to the Beatles 
came from my dad’s 
worn vinyl — the box’s 
real kick is a reaffirma- 
tion of the irrepressible 
energy of the early Beat- 
les, the way their absurd 
rush of early-’60s hits 
still sounds like a refutation of nostalgia itself. 
They’d go on to complexity and profundity 
and intricacy later, of course, but for the mo- 
ment they just wanted to hold your hand and 
dance with you and see you standing there. 
Who could refuse? 





— Mikael Wood 


THE DEAD BOYS 
LIVE AT CBGB 1977 
(MUSIC VIDEO DISTRIBUTORS) 


THE SCREAMERS 

LIVE IN SAN FRANCISCO 

SEPTEMBER 2ND 1978 

(MUSIC VIDEO DISTRIBUTORS) 

Before hardcore kids enshrined DIY inclusivity 
as a practiceable faith, punk was understood 
primarily as performative and not as participa- 
tory. It can all look a little quaint now — with 
the exception of a few early-adopting pogo-ers, 
the audiences for the Dead Boys at CBGB in 
1977 and, one year and 3000 miles away, the 
Screamers in 1978 San Francisco look almost 
as bored as your average 2004 Thursday-night 
indie-rock crowd. But both bands, each under- 
standing the theatrical imperatives of its 
craft, are on fire. CBGB preserves a 10- 
song set by the Dead Boys — formed 

from the ashes of Cleveland’s Rocket from 
the Tombs and by then relocated to NYC 
— just after they’d signed to Sire. Stiv Ba- 
tors shows up with pancakes safety-pinned 
to his T-shirt, growls about how he “don’t 
need no pretty face, don’t need no human 
race,” and during “Ain’t Nothing To Do” 
hocks a loogie that he laboriously licks off the 
stage. Flip through the generous bonus-reel 










OLD SCHOOL: the crowd is staid, but not 
the band, in the Dead Boys’ DVD Live at 
CBGB 1977. 


interview footage and you can hear guitarist 
Jimmy Zero admit that Stiv had already been 
doing the same “stage act” for two years. 

There was even more ritual in the Scream- 
ers’ Tomata du Plenty, who'd previously 
been involved in the gay Frisco 
performance-art group the Cock- 
ettes. The Screamers, now all but 
forgotten outside LA, were at the 
time the most popular punk band 
in that town, and the most idio- 
syncratic: instead of bass and gui- 
tar, they turned electric piano and a 
sci-fi ARP Odyssey synthesizer into 
assault weapons. Watching Tomata’s 
choreographed anarchy — his manic 
dances, expressionist hand gestures, and 
arched-eyebrow stares seem spontaneous, ex- 
cept that he repeats them on this disc’s bonus 
reel, a five-song set of professionally recorded 
videos — you imagine Iggy Pop quantified, 
digitized, printed out, photocopied. Ail wild- 
eyed and shock-haired, du Plenty (dead in 
2000 of cancer) flashes maniacal grins and 
barks cryptic soliloquies against horror-movie 
themes. Tomata is on stage not to commiserate 
but to confront. Before launching into a song 
called “Better World,” he asks an audience 
member what his house is like and whether 
the band can move in. Then he changes his 
mind. “That might be inconvenient,” he 
smirks. “I think I’d rather just peek in your 
windows. I think I'd rather be outside.” 

— Carly Carioli 


WILCO 
THE WILCO BOOK 
(D.A.P./PICTUREBOX INC.) 
If Wilco are the best band on 
the planet, then The Wilco 
Book will be the first piece 
of evidence used in rock- 
crit court to prove it. Pro- 
duced by the band as a vi- 
sual complement to their 
music, the book, which 
comes with a CD of 12 
previously unreleased 
songs and features pho- 
tographs by Michael Schmelling, 
is a comprehensive collection of art and 
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words, many by band members. 
The words cover topics from 
homemade drum sticks to the 
art of mixing a record to the 
meaning of life as it relates to 
watercolors, but all of it has the 
same directed, abstract feel of 
Wilco’s best recorded work. 
Singer-songwriter Jeff Tweedy 
admits at one point that all of 
that obsessiveness is preten- 
tious, but to an tiber-fan, it’s 
revelatory. The book’s not only 
for them, though: for those just 
passing through, there’s a disc 
of outtakes and improv ses- 
sions, many of them from the 
band’s most recent CD, A Ghost 
Is Born (Nonesuch), including a 
four-on-the-floor take of “Hum- 
mingbird.” The way the band 
reinvent a dreamy, simple song 
as a butt bumper with near- 
techno breaks is further evi- 
dence of their willingness to 
think out of the box... or the 
book. 

— Jeff Miller 


NOFX 
THE GREATEST SONGS EVER WRITTEN 
(EPITAPH) 
Fat Mike’s Rock Against Bush crusade may have 
failed, but instead of hanging his head, he and 
his band NOFX are celebrating the 10th an- 
niversary of the album Punk in Drublic with this 
27-track greatest-hits set. As punk goes, this is 
deluxe: the time line in the booklet 
is both funny and informative, with 
loads of ridiculous photos and a 
handful of scathing press clips. On 
the one new song, “Wore Out the 
Soles of My Party Boots,” Fat 
Mike’s humor turns black: “No 
one likes a quitter or an old 
punk’s bitterness/So I’m waiting 
for the tap on my shoulder.” 
Like any respectable punk 
group, NOFX pretty much make 
the same album over and over. But even with 
the disc’s scattershot song sequence, it’s hard 
to miss their progress from the hardcore 
adrenaline junkies of “Shut Up Already” to 
the gutter-pop maestros of “Leave It Alone.” 
“Franco Un-American” was the most articu 
late anthem of this year’s anti-campaign, and 
they think enough of their recent material to 
start the comp with 2000's catchy music biz 
rant “Dinosaurs Will Die.” Mike may be right 
in calling himself a “fat fuck geriatric punk” 
in “Party Boots,” but he’s got a few more 
rounds in him. 
— Sean Richardson 


LEFT OF THE DIAL: 
DISPATCHES FROM THE 
’8OS UNDERGROUND 
(RHINO) 

Box sets don’t get much 
more vague in premise 
than this four-disc collec- 
tion from Rhino, a sequel 
to last year’s ’70s-punk 
anthology No Thanks! The 
set brings together stuff 
that was sort of popular 
during the Me Decade, 
but not quite huge 
what you might have 
heard on a college radio 
station. The set’s hazy 
focus is reflected in critic 
Karen Schoemer’s com- 
pelling if mystifying essay anchoring the hand- 
some 62-page book: after describing the hor- 








ror of watching a Madonna video on MTV 
during her freshman year, she declares, “Music 
now Officially sucked” — and it could be saved 
only by... the Dream Syndicate and the 
Smithereens! So consider it a small miracle on 
the order of the hairdo on that dude from A 
Flock of Seagulls that Left of the Dial — which 
features gems from R.E.M. and the Raincoats 
and the Minutemen and the Feelies and Beat 
Happening — provides such.a good time, even 
for those of us not old enough in the ’80s to 
know that Concrete Blonde were right and 
Duran Duran were wrong. 

— Mikael Wood 


THE VELVET 
UNDERGROUND 
LIVE AT MAX'S KANSAS CITY: 
ORIGINAL RECORDINGS REMASTERED 
(RHINO) 
When Brigid Berlin snuck a tape recorder 
into a well-known New York nightclub on a 
lazy summer evening in 1970, she couldn’t 
have known that she was about to record Lou 
Reed’s final performance with the Velvet Un- 
derground. Once Reed left the band, Atlantic 
tracked down her tape and released it as.a 
double album. Purported to be the first-ever 
bootleg of a live performance sold as an 
official release, Live at Max’s Kansas City has 
been given the deluxe reissue treatment by 
Rhino. The result amounts to an uncut ver- 
sion of the show that includes six previously 
unreleased songs. Although “Who Loves the 
Sun” and “White Light White Heat” are wel- 
come additions, no amount of remastering is 
going to eliminate the lo-fi, direct-from-tape- 
recorder sound of this set. And the casual fan 
will probably scratch his or her head at the 
poor sound. But Velvets completists, as well 
as anyone drawn to the historical 
significance of Reed’s last show, will salute 
Rhino’s reissue. 

— David Boffa 


STEVIE RAY VAUGHAN 

AND DOUBLE TROUBLE 
LIVE AT MONTREUX: 1982 & 1985 
(EPIC/LEGACY) 

When Vaughan and his Austin cohort of bassist 
Tommy Shannon and drummer Chris Layton 
made their first trip to the Montreux Internation- 
al Jazz Festival, in 1982, they were an unsigned 
trio who practically had to hock their few be- 
longings to make the flight. When they returned 
three years later, with keyboardist Reece Wynans 
added to the group, they were blues-rock stars. 
Indeed, Vaughan achieved the highest level of 
stardom of any blues-based performer since Jimi 
Hendrix. At first a bit reserved in the ’82 set, he’s 
brilliant after he settles 
in, and he delivers charg- 
ing versions of “Dirty 
Pool,” “Give Me Back 
My Wig,” and “Collins 
Shuffle” (copped from 
one of his heroes and 
fellow Texans, Albert 
Collins) to close the 
show. 

It’s clear why 
Vaughan and company 
thought they’d failed here. Acoustic- 
blues purists and jazz fans in the crowd 
booed their charging electric set, which at the 
time was a rarity at the festival. Nonetheless, 
Vaughan shared in a Grammy Award when a 
live recording of that year’s blues performanc- 
es at Montreux was issued by Atlantic 
Records. In 1985, he came back to a fanatical 
reception and even shared the spotlight with 
another Texas compadre, Johnny Copeland, 
who lends his own biting licks to “Cold Shot” 
and plays and sings with Vaughan on the 
minor-key epic “Tin Pan Alley.” This historic 
footage captures the man who in his prime re- 
stored blues’ place in the mainstream, at least 
in the ’80s and early 90s, whether channeling 
Hendrix in a “Voodoo Chile” that segues into 
“Power of Soul” or displaying his own deft 
licksmanship in his signatures “Texas Flood” 
and the blues prayer “Life Without You.” In- 
deed, for lovers of Vaughan’s soulful, commit- 
ted live delivery, life hasn’t been the same 
since he died in a 1989 helicopter crash. 

— Ted Drozdowski 
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A tale 


i two saints 


Albert Ayler and Lenny Bruce get boxed 


BY JON GARELICK 


aint is a tough gig. But when you’re an 

artist who dies young and misunder- 

stood — unappreciated, broke — that 
can be your posthumous luck, good or bad. 
What you represent tends to overshadow 
what you did. Such is the stuff legends are 
made of. 

The jazz-saxophonist Albert Ayler was born 
in Cleveland in 1936; his body was found float- 
ing in New York’s East River in November 
1970. The comedian Lenny Bruce was born 
Leonard Alfred Schneider on Long Island in 
1925 and died of a morphine overdose in Los 
Angeles in August 1966. Both’ men were 
influential, trailblazers, visionaries. And they 
knew it. Long before Grandmaster Flash and 
the Furious Five, Ayler spoke about “the mes- 
sage” his music delivered. The message wasn’t 
about social transformation; it was musical and 


SPIRIT VIBRATIONS: other saxophonists might go into the 
stratospheric range of their horns for effect, but Ayler lived 


up there. 


spiritual. A new nine-CD box set from 
Revenant, Albert Ayler: Holy Ghost, draws its 
title from a statement attributed to Ayler: 
“Trane was the father. Pharoah was the son. I 
was the holy ghost.” Lenny — represented by 
the new Shout! Factory six-CD compilation 
Lenny Bruce: Let the Buyer Beware — is quoted 
in the box’s booklet: “I’m not a comedian. I’m 
Lenny Bruce.” 

Although he was younger than the practi- 
tioners of the first wave of “free” jazz — 
Coltrane, Ornette Coleman, and Cecil Taylor 
— Ayler was equally influential. It’s difficult to 
imagine Coltrane’s form-busting late work — 
from Ascension on — without Ayler. When you 
hear tenor-saxophonists “overblowing” in ex- 
tended passages of altissimo, that’s usually 
Ayler coming to you via Coltrane — the holy 
ghost, as it were, through the father. Ayler fa- 


of 


vored New Orleans-style marches and folk- 
song forms, hymns, simple melodic structures 
as opposed to beboppish complex harmonic 
patterns. There’s some debate in the 208-page 
hardcover book included with Holy Ghost as to 
whether Ayler could play chord changes. The 
bassist Gary Peacock, who played on some of 
Ayler’s best recordings, says he just didn’t care 
about them. 

What Ayler did care about was energy, “vi- 
brations,” spirit. His upper-register workouts 
were endurance tests — 
physical as much as musi- 
cal, for player and audi- 
ence. The musicians quot- 
ed in Holy Ghost talk 
about his stamina, his 
volume, his shredding vi- 
brato, his preference for 
hard plastic reeds as op- 
posed to cane, metal 
mouthpieces rather than 
plastic, all meant to en- 
hance projection rather 
than abet nuanced articu- 
lation. 

Plenty of performances 
included in Holy Ghost give 
a good idea of the physical 
presence of Ayler’s sound. 
On a live recording from 
1968 (from disc five), Ayler 
is playing with Pharoah 
Sanders’s band — a medley 
of Sanders’s hard-boppish 
blues “Venus” with the 
more spacious, modal 
“Upper and Lower Egypt.” 
Sanders’s tonal warmth 
and scale-based patterns 
make his themes and solos 
immediately accessible to a 
post-Coltrane audience, 
even when he breaks into 
Ayler-like vibrato-laden 
split tones and shrieks. 
Ghost book annotator Ben 
Young gives a good play- 
by-play analysis here, sort- 
ing out Sanders from Ayler as well as an 
unidentified alto player and a third, 
unidentified tenor. Ayler’s solo begins at around 
the 13-minute mark. Working the vampish 
“Egypt” theme, he projects in a high, hard, 
whistle-like altissimo and sustains it. Young 
rightly calls this a “parody” of the theme. 
Sanders’s “out” excursions are raspy, throaty, 
wind-driven. Ayler’s are unbroken streams that 
seem to pour directly from his solar plexis. 
What's more, as Young points out, Sanders’s 
upper-register exclamations serve as orgasmic, 
extended climaxes to solo statements; for Ayler, 
those passages, like “Egypt,” were the solo state- 
ments, sometimes fully fashioned melodies, de- 
livered with peerless control. Other saxophon- 
ists might go into the stratosphere for expres- 
sionist effects, but Ayler lived up there. 

Continued on page 14 
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VICE APPEAL: Lenny Bruce was a lot funnier than his rap sheet. 


Continued from page 13 

Despite its opulence, the Ghost box is not a 
starters’ kit. For the sake of their pocketbooks, 
if nothing else, Ayler novices are recommend- 
ed to search out his individual recordings on 
ESP-Disk, especially Spiritual Unity, with 
bassist Gary Peacock and drummer Sunny 
Murray. (“I remember when I was in Paris, I 
listened to that daily. Daily,” emphasizes 
Steve Lacy in the notes.) There’s also the 
beautiful double-disc set from Impulse Live in 
Greenwich Village, which benefits from superi- 
or recording quality and an almost chamber- 
jazz decorum, especially in the use of strings 
(cellist Joel Freedman and violinist Michel 
Samson). 

What’s on Ghost for the Ayler fan in addi- 
tion to seven discs of rarities, alternate takes, 
and previously unreleased material is two 
discs of interview material, on which he 
sounds sweet, manic, melancholy, and 
painfully sincere. Some material, such as his 
fabled performance at John Coltrane’s funer- 
al, or a wild and woolly performance with 
his brother Donald’s band, is of more histori- 
cal than musical interest. But a 23-minute 
performance with Cecil Taylor’s band (with 
Peacock, Murray, and alto-saxophonist 
Jimmy Lyons) is a revelation; Ayler’s gestural 
rhythmic patterns are the perfect comple- 
ment to Lyons’s Bird-like classicism and of a 
piece with Taylor’s overall conception. Young 
calls this “the first recording from anywhere 
in the jazz spectrum of a long-form improvi- 
sation with no overt syrfthronization — of 
time, structural harmony, or song” — the be- 
ginning, in other words, of free jazz. There’s 
some beautiful work with Cherry (Ayler’s 
preferred trumpeter before bringing in his 
brother Donald), and more with the Ayler/ 
Peacock/Murray trio, in which one hears that 
Ayler was as sensitive to ensemble delicacy 
— the weblike cymbal work of Murray, the 
touch and tone of Peacock’s melodic embell- 
ishments — as to sonic juggernauts. The box 
also includes facsimiles of family photos, a 
chapbook by poet Paul Haines, a handbill 
from the New York jazz bar Slug’s, and an 
envelope of dried, pressed flowers — Albert’s 
earthly relics. 


WHEREAS AYLER DURING HIS LIFE- 
TIME was known among jazz fans, Lenny 
Bruce by the time he died had become a 
minor international celebrity. His big break 
came when he tied for first place in an 
Arthur Godfrey’s Talent Scouts radio-show 
competition in 1948. (The performance is 
included on the Shout! set). By the end of 
his career, he’d appeared on Steve Allen’s 
Tonight Show, sold out Carnegie Hall, made 
headlines for obscenity busts, and been re- 
fused admittance to Great Britain as an “un- 
desirable alien.” It’s difficult to disagree with 
the contentions of most of his hagiographers 
that Lenny was hounded to death by the 
cops. It didn’t help that — in his mania — 
Lenny’s performances devolved into legal 
briefs and the reading of court transcripts. 
Posthumously, Lenny has become the poster 
boy for artistic free speech, and there’s virtu- 


ally no comedian since Richard Pryor who 
hasn’t thanked him for paving the way. 

What Lenny Bruce: Let the Buyer Beware re- 
minds us is that Lenny Bruce was actually 
funny — much funnier than the kind of bits 
that got him busted or gained him notoriety. 
Some of these pieces now survive (on Let the 
Buyer Beware and his Fantasy recordings) as 
historical documents — early performance art. 
“Are There Any Niggers Here Tonight?” and 
“How To Relax Your Colored Friends at Par- 
ties” pre-date Pryor, Eddie Murphy, Quentin 
Tarantino, and Randall Kennedy by a couple 
of decades, but some 40 years later, these 
pieces are little more than toothless preaching. 
Equally flat are pieces like “Religions, Inc.” 
and “Christ and Moses,” in which Lenny “ex- 
poses” the hypocrisy of religious crusaders and 
moralists. 

What’s still fresh and funny on Buyer Be- 
ware is Lenny’s Jewish hipster flow, the spritz 
of his spiels, and the intimacy of his delivery. 
It’s difficult to think of any current stand-up 
comic who possesses his willingness to break 
form and engage in back-and-forth banter 
with an audience, who’d risk departing from 
the set-up-and-delivery of laughs for sponta- 
neous free-association, To judge from the 
pieces here, most of which hadn’t been re- 
leased before, that’s where the “danger” 
came from in Lenny’s performances — never 
being able to predict what he’d do or say 
next. He jumps on a pompous audience 
member for smoking a cigar (“What the fuck 
is it? Why is it that you live up to the image, 
man?”) and goes off on a riff about Johnny 
Mathis getting hassled by a redneck in a Las 
Vegas bar for supposedly “offending” a white 
waitress. 

Lenny was the first hipster comic. In an 
era of nervous schlemiels like Bob Newhart 
and Shelley Berman, a brainiac like Mort 
Sahl, or even his friend Jonathan Winters, 
Lenny’s finger-snapping punctuations along 
with the rhetorical flourish of his constant 
“Dig!” and Yiddish interjections (“emmis!”) 
set him apart. He sees the world in terms of 
his Jewish childhood (his Aunt Mema is a 
constant reference) and show business. His 
take on the typical Warner Bros. prison 
movie, “Father Flotsky’s Triumph,” encom- 
passes his feelings about race, sexuality, 
and, of course, authority. His one side-split- 
ting bit here is the classic “The Palladium,” 
in which a mediocre comedian gets his wish 
to play a “class” room, London’s Palladium 
Theatre — and bombs. 

Of course, it’s still shocking to hear Lenny 
casually and “appropriately” use the word 
“cocksucker” and realize, “This is what got 
him busted?” Or to hear him challenge the 
“lie” that Jackie Kennedy was “going for 
help” as she climbed over the back of the 
limo. Buyer Beware producer Hal Willner 
points out that Mel Gibson makes comedy 
like Lenny’s more pertinent than ever. Jon 
Stewart, Lewis Black, and the rest of the 
crew on The Daily Show can take care of The 
Passion of the Christ just fine, thank you, but 
compared with Lenny Bruce, they really are 
just nice Jewish boys. a 











Live and on record 


THE PIXIES: 

WELCOME BACK 

It'll go into the record books as the year 
two unshakable articles of faith were 
smashed: the Sox would always find a 
way to lose, and the Pixies — the band, 
so the story goes, who set and then ab- 
dicated the stage for Nirvana’s great alt- 
rock breakthrough — wouid never get 
back together. Happy ending #1 last 
Wednesday night at Tsongas Arena: 





NO APOLOGIES: it took an offer they couldn’t refuse, but money may have been the best inspi- 
ration the Pixies could have asked for. 


Mission of Burma closing with “That’s 
When I Reach for My Revolver,” sound- 
ing as lean as they’ve ever sounded, to 
a several-thousand-strong audience that 
was at the least attentive and, to judge 
from the standing O, appreciative as 
well. Once upon a time, Burma 
might’ve thought it a vulgarity to play 
their most popular song last. But the 
small gestures that bands like Burma 
and the Pixies once denied themselves 
in order to express their distance from 
the rest of the rock world are no longer 
necessary; the point has long been 
made, the war won. And so when Roger 
Miller swept the neck of his guitar 
above his shoulder and Clint Conley 
giddily blurted from the stage, “It’s fun 
playing this shit,” you could be forgiven 
if you forgot, for a moment, that all was 
not right with the world. 

As for the Pixies, their unlikely come- 
back is even unlikelier than they’re 
given credit for. After all, in 1994, Nir- 
vana failed to sell out a Fitchburg hock- 
ey rink. Ten years later, the Pixies near- 
ly sold out two similarly sized gigs, 
with enough steam left over to have 
sold out their gig at Avalon tonight (De- 
cember 9) in about 30 seconds. 

If their long-awaited prodigal return 
stirred any sentiment, they kept it to 
themselves: on Wednesday, at least, the 
Pixies said almost nothing to the crowd. 
Still, Kim Deal spoke volumes with a 
smile that never left her face. Charles 
Thompson, the kind of passive-aggres- 
sive guy who shitcans his band via fax, 
is not the kind of person to say “Thank 
you” — even to an audience that has 
waited so long for the privilege of 
filling his retirement account. But make 
no mistake: it was a thank-you, in the 
only way they knew how — almost two 
hours covering nearly 30 songs, includ- 


ing all their best-known singles and 
both versions of “Wave of Mutilation.” 
Sure, in one way or another the band 
have made it clear that money is what 
brought them back together, but it’s 
hard to imagine any other circumstance 
under which the Pixies could have been 
induced to present this best version of 
themselves. 

Make that versions. The Pixies were, 
after all, at least three different bands. 


They began their set, tentatively, as a 
mutant roots-rock band — their cover 
of Neil Young’s “Winterlong,” the “surf” 
version of “Wave of Mutilation,” and 
Kim Deal’s hatchet-burying rendition of 
“In Heaven (The Lady in the Radiator 
Song),” a doo-wop sung from the end 
of the world. Then came the band 
whom Nirvana loved, the one who 
could echo the Velvet Underground and 
also go toe-to-toe with the Jesus Lizard 
in “Here Comes Your Man” and “Bone 
Machine.” Later still, Charles Thomp- 
son turned on the old Black Francis 
magic, and they transformed into a sur- 
realist Spanish hardcore band, spouting 
cryptic pronouncements over birdcalls 
and dirt-caked thrash — “U-Mass,” 
kissing ass and kissing sky, like some 
scatological end-times version of 
“Louie Louie”; Kim Deal’s primal- 
screaming “Tame”; “Planet of Sound” 
with its transmission of fission igni- 
tions. More enchantment lurked in be- 
tween: in the middle of “Vamos,” Joey 
Santiago placed his guitar in a stand at 
centerstage, cranked up the distortion, 
and played it like a theremin, summon- 
ing gurgles of feedback by waving a 
drumstick in the air. (The wand be- 
longed, of course, to drummer David 
Lovering, who made his post-Pixies ca- 
reer as an illusionist.) At the end, there 
was still-smiling Kim Deal and “Gigan- 
tic.” Like Burma’s closing with “Re- 
volver,” it seemed like the lifting of a 
weight off their shoulders: no, they’d 
never been the biggest rock band in the 
world; and yes, this was as good a song 
as they’d ever written. Why pretend 
otherwise? Then another standing ova- 
tion, and finally an encore of the eerie, 
wind-whistling “Where Is My Mind?”, 
which rang out as an elegy, maybe an 
explanation for why Thompson faxed 


the band into oblivion more than a 
decade ago. But not an apology. Be- 
cause there’s nothing to apologize for 
anymore. 

— Carly Carioli 


JIM HALL & DAVE HOLLAND: 
SIMPATICO 
Jazz musicians lead wandering lives, 
and their paths are continually cross- 
ing in one-off sessions or occasional 
groupings. Most of the time, the 
music in these one-offs is competent, 
with individual moments of excite- 
ment but little more. On rare occa- 
sions, if the chemistry is right, some- 
mattteuten thing much more 
profound happens. 
Guitarist Jim Hall 
and bassist Dave 
Holland don’t play as 
a duo often — both 
are among the most 
in-demand leaders 
and sidemen in jazz 
— but when they do, 
something very pro- 
found indeed hap- 
pens. From the first 
notes of the opening 
set a week ago 
Thursday at the Real 
Deal Jazz Club and 
Café at the Cam- 
bridge Multicultural 
Arts Center, the 
music was magical: 
intimate, finely craft- 
ed, intelligent, 
touched with a rare 
grace and empathy. 

They sidled up to 
the melody of “My 
Funny Valentine” 
from different direc- 
tions, growing closer 
together as they 
swapped phrases and 
echoed each other’s 
lines. By the time 
they’d established the 
melody, they were in that state of ef- 
fortless freedom in which whatever one 
played was simultaneously an inde- 
pendent, self-sufficient statement and a 
perfect complement to what the other 
did. 

For two musical personalities so idio- 
syncratic and sophisticated, this is no 
small feat. Hall’s elliptical solos follow 
their own logic. On Joe Lovano’s 
“Blackwell’s Message” and Holland’s 
“Rio,” his sequences of richly voiced 
chords fell at oblique angles to the 
beat, then broke up into widely zigzag- 
ging lines that touched down at unex- 
pected moments into a smooth groove, 
then skittered away again. None of this 
fazed Holland, whose own path 
through the tunes evinced a tuneful 
momentum, with each phrase building 
on the previous one to create a coher- 
ent forward thrust. 

They played two blues — Holland’s 
Mingus dedication “Blues for CM” and 
Hall’s “Careful”— and it was a meas- 
ure of their creativity and their com- 
patibility that they consistently turned 
up some of their greatest surprises on 
this most common of jazz forms. Hol- 
land’s relaxed walking on his tune laid 
down a deep-pile carpet for Hall, who 
played soft chords that swung like 
brushes on a snare drum. Holland’s 
solo, full of explosive runs and throb- 
bing low notes, was one of the high- 
lights of the set. On “Careful,” Hall’s 
solo was full of ambiguities that he re- 
solved into discreet, funky riffs. 

Every tune, whether a standard like 
“All the Things You Are” or one of their 
originals, was subject to their playful 
scrutiny, their determination to do 
something new with it — and to make 
it swinging and beautiful as well. 

— Ed Hazell 
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**1/2 MUSIC FROM THE 
MOTION PICTURE CHRIST- 
MAS WITH THE KRANKS (Hol- 
lywood Records). Last summer, 
Little Steven (as he’s known in his 
various professional endeavors 
these days) gave Boston’s the 
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slot on his Stooges/New York 
Dolls-headlined garage-punk 
show-of-shows: they played after 
the Fleshtones but before the Lyres, 
which is pretty good for a band 
young enough to be those bands’ 
children. But even more indicative 
of Steven’s love for these guys is 
the pride of place he gives them on 
the soundtrack to Disney’s Tim 


























































































hicle: the Charms’ take on “Frosty 
the Snowman” shows up as track 
two, wedged between the Ra- 
mones’ classic “Merry Christmas (I 
Don’t Wanna Fight Tonight)” and 
the Raveonettes’ newish “The 
Christmas Song” (not the Mel 
Tormé standard but a chiming Brill 
Building-style duet). 

Little Steven flew in to record 
the Charms himself — he also pro- 
duced tracks on this disc by the 
Chesterfield Kings (whose “Hey 
Santa Claus” recalls both the Son- 
cs’ “Don’t Believe in Christmas” 
and Chuck Berry’s “Run Run 
Rudolph”), Davie Allan & the Ar- 
rows (a biker-fuzz take on José Feli- 
ciano’s “Feliz Navidad”), and new- 
comers Tina Sugandh and Jean 
Beauvoir. If this is Little Steven's 
Christmas album, there’s no mis- 
taking what his blueprint is. And 
though there’s a little too much 
filler here (Elvis and Brenda Lee 
cuts you already have; a Brian Set- 
zer “Nutcracker” you don’t need) 
for Kranks to be his A Christmas 
Gift to You, the Charms, at least, get 
the full Phil Spector treatment. On 
“Frosty,” an update of the Ronettes’ 
version, the band’s usual ragged- 
guitar firepower is trimmed back a 
smidge to accommodate sleigh 
bells and Kat Kina’s Monomaniacal 
Farfisa pounding. The real discov- 
ery, though, is frontwoman Ellie 
Vee: she’s always had raspy sex-kit- 
ten appeal, but here she sings with 
a warmth and soul that Ronnie 
Spector would likely applaud. 

— Carly Carioli 


**xx Dwight Twilley, HAVE A 
TWILLEY CHRISTMAS (DMI). 
Power-pop cult hero Dwight Twil- 
ley has been a near-recluse for the 
past decade and a half, missing out 
on the after-the-fact acclaim that’s 
gone to his contemporaries, Big 
Star and the Raspberries. So it’s 
good to have any new music from 
him, even if it’s an eccentric holi 
day EP. Of the six tracks, the two 
essential ones were both recorded 
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Charms a sweet early-afternoon | 


Allen/Jamie Lee Curtis holiday ve- | 





A GIFT: on Christmas with the Kranks, Little Steven 
gives the Charms the full Phil Spector treatment. 





Off the 
record 

















adds 


a bittersweet element to a 


— 
song that coasts on a halo of emo- | You Come Again” into 1950s doo- 

tion. “Imagine” is equally poignant, | wop tunes. Parton kicks up grit for < 

a concert version recorded at New | the up-tempo country staples ® 

York’s Apollo in 1971. Although the | “Train, Train” and “Rocky Top,” but S 

song sounds oddly sad today, | she’s really at her finest with a a 

Lennon’s off-the-cuff “I'm trying” in | poignant, pins-and-needles ballad A 

response to the line “Imagine no __ like her “Mountain Angel,” a song A 

possessions” is hilarious. “It’s Real” | so fraught with tragedy that it : 

captures the house-husband | would turn maudlin in the grasp of D 

Lennon whistling a happy tune as | most singers. The sheer purity of T 

papers rustle in the background. | her tone alone sells numbers like A 

Other previously unreleased voice- | this and marks her as one of Amer- 1 

| and guitar tracks include a profes- | ica’s greatest popular vocalists. d 

| sional “Cold Turkey,” a charming | Truly, this actress, amusement- ¥ 

“Love,” an initially satirical “God,” | business baroness, songwriter, and i 

| and the bluesy fingerpicking hoot- | legend has a gift for “selling” any- A 

| enanny “What You Got.” | thing she chooses. er 

— Ken Micallef | — Ted Drozdowski th 

Te 

. | *&%*&* AFI (Nitro). Last year, alt- | ***x LIVE AID — JULY 13, gt 
| for an unreleased holiday single in | rockers everywhere went nuts for | 1985: THE DAY THE MUSIC s 
| the ’90s: “Christmas Love” and | AFI and their breakthrough singlee | CHANGED THE WORLD bs 
| “Christmas Night” could easily | “Girl’s Not Grey.” Funny thing is, | (Warner Music Vision). The hy- B 
have come from his classic period | that wasn’t the band’s first brush | perbolic subtitle of this four-disc set “ 
(namely, the Sincerely and Twilley | with corporate radio: in 2000, | seems kind of funny when you're Bi 
Don’t Mind albums in the late’70s). | Nitro bosses Offspring and “Girl’s | talking about a concert that began ‘A 
They represent a more soulful, | Not Grey” producer Butch Vig col- | with Status Quo and ended, at B) 
Southern take on a British Invasion | laborated on a minor-hit cover of | least in England, with “Let It Be.” > 
ballad sound, and the holiday | their “Totalimmortal,” which first | No, Bob Geldof’s all-star transglob- bt 
theme proves a perfect handle for | appeared on the All Hallows EP | al benefit show to help fight BI 
Twilley’s brand of romanticism. | On this “retrospective of AFI’s | Ethiopian famine didn’t change the Rt 
Recorded more recently, the other | Nitro years,” the track appears in | world, but it did open lots of eyes Ge 
four tracks find his voice notably | all its original DIY glory. It’s faster | and wallets, and it did feature TI 
deeper and his songwriting a bit | than their later hits but no less | some fantastic performances. One Re 
odder: there’s a novelty tune com- melodic, and Davey Havok’s wail | of the biggest surprises about <n 
plete with children’s chorus, a | is at its most agonized: “I hear | watching Live Aid for the second =: 
number called “Rockabilly Christ- | them calling/I feel them gnawing | time (the footage from that day “n) 
mas Ball” that sounds exactly like | out/Holes through flawless souls.” | hasn't been available till now) is St 
| what you’d expect, and the mourn- | On their Web site, the group have how much good music there was C/ 
ful “Christmas Stars,” which makes | pointed out that this compilation | lurking amid the many garish ’80s Wi 
an odd choice to lead off the disc. | was “conceived and sold without | fashion choices. U2’s soaring rendi- 
And though Twilley has written | our input.” But it’s hard to argue | tion of “Bad,” complete with Bono's CI 
few novelty songs in his career he | with the song selection, which in- | leap into the audience, still evokes wi 
closes the disc with a second one, | cludes 11 of their best known | chills. And Wembley Stadium is CI 
“Christmas with the Martians” — | indie anthems along with four rar- | barely big enough to contain Fred- Sh 
whose chorus will stick with you all | ities, all arranged in reverse | die Mercury during Queen’s ce 
day, whether you want it to or not. | chronological order. The nostalgic | magnificent set. A few bits are Ni; 
Although not as indispensable as | near-hit “The Days of the Phoenix” | missing, most notably the Led Zep- = 
the seasonal discs by Chris Stamey | appears on the first half of the | pelin “reunion” (Page and Plant DI 
and Graham Parker, this is a good | disc, which showcases the current | nixed its re-release), but the Ba 
bet for pop fiends with a sentimen- | line-up. On the bratty tantrums | restoration of Run-DMC to the line- EN 
tal side, and a teaser for Twilley’s | “He Who Laughs Last” and “I | up — they played before the Lo 
upcoming new album. It’s available | Wanna Get a Mohawk,” Davey’s | Philadelphia telecast started — is EN 
at digitalmusicworks.com. writing partner is Tiger Army’s | more than welcome. All proceeds ve 
— Brett Milano | Geoff Kresge. It's been a long way | from the DVD go to feed the hun- po 

to the top for AFI, and curious | gry in Africa. How little some TE 

fans should check out this fine | things have changed in 20 years. TE 

document of their early days. — Mac Randall jaz 

— Sean Richardson EV 

**%*1/2 Phish, IT (Elektra). ne 

Watching the PBS documentary of bie 

dvds Phish’s 2003 “It” festival is a bit- oi 

tersweet proposition, since we FE. 

*xx%*xx Dolly Parton, LIVE | hear guitarist Trey Anastasio and De: 

AND WELL (Sugar Hill). | keyboardist Page McConnell talk FO 

Dolly’s not just live and well but | about the show as the beginning Me 

: sassy, sexy, and still singin’ like an | of a new era for the then 20-year- Sch 

IMAGINE: Acoustic finds angel at age 56 in this 2002 film | old band with the knowledge that = 

° of a concert at her own Dolly- | only a bit more than a year later 

John Lennon at his un- ee a3 GR 
wood theme park in Pigeon Forge, | they’d be announcing Phish’s eril 

adorned best. Tennessee. Her homage to drag | break-up. But the DVD of the doc- GR 
queens and her homespun stories | umentary is a reminder of what Vin 

of her rural hillbilly upbringing | made the band great in the first GR 

are shtick, but it’s clear that some- | place. Director Mary Wharton em- “Th 

pop where under the cornpone, wig, | phasizes the special feel of Phish’s a 

and sequins she means it all. And | yearly festivals, which were fis 

kkk John Lennon, | that’s never clearer than when | staged in out-of-the-way locales HA 
ACOUSTIC (Capitol/EMI). Any- | she’s singing her own songs, from | to distinguish them from other the 
one who thinks Acoustic is another | early-career classics like the bad- | festival shows. This one, which Cre 
attempt by his record label to | girl anthem “Jolene” and the auto- | took place in Limestone, Maine, HE 
squeeze more cash out of the cata- | biographical “Coat of Many Col- | was no exception, as is obvious oe 
logue (as with The Capitol Albums | ors” to an “I Will Always Love | from the cadre of fire dancers, path 
Vol. 1 box set) should check its last | You” that replaces Whitney Hous- | baton twirlers, and other free ane 
three tracks: “Real Love,” “Imag- | ton’s diva pyrotechnics with pure | spirits in the audience, as well as TH 
ine,” and “It’s Real.” These show __ heart. the band-induced “Sunken City” Frat 
that Lennon’s light was never In recent years, it’s been ajoyto | art installation and the sprawling IRI 
stronger than when he sat down | hear Parton step back from the pop | undertaking that found them JAC 
with an acoustic guitar in hand, | world and embrace her mountain- | playing a late-night show atop an a 
just him and the music of the | music roots. That’s compounded | airport control tower. Although Can 
spheres. Even allowing for the | here by the accompaniment of her | the bonus interviews included on Trio 
cheesy post-production flanged ef outfit the Blueniques, a pack of | the DVD are less than revelatory, JO} 
fects on his guitar, Lennon’s singing | bluegrass virtuosos whose chops | long-time Phish heads who miss- brid 
of “Real Love” is clear, powerful, | and harmony singing provide im- | ing the band already will swoon JOS 
romantic — a superior version to | peccable support for their boss at | over the second disc, a well-edit- DJ 
the fully-produced single. | every turn — even when she re- | ed 150-minute collection of unin- so 
Whistling over the relaxed strums | works a series of her charters like | terrupted songs from “It.” with 


“Islands in the Stream” and “Here — Jeff Miller 











clubs 





@ THURSDAY 9 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 
AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Keith. 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Col- 
lege Night” with DJ G 
ARIA, Boston. NYC hip-hop with guest 
DJs. 
THE ASGARD, Cambridge. El Gringo 
AVALON, Boston. At 7 p.m., Pixies. At 
10 p.m., “Hot & Heavy Hip-Hop Thurs- 
day” with DJ Caprice. 
THE AVENUE, Allston. At 7 p.m., 
“Acoustic Pop” with Will Daly. At 9 p.m., 
“Dance Your Ass Off” with DJ Hoff. 
AXIS, Boston. At 6:30 p.m., Lars Fred- 
eriksen & the Bastards, Roger Miret & 
the Disasters. At 10 p.m., DJ Nailz, 
Tasty & Taner K spinning vocal and pro- 
gressive house. 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
’80s and today with DJ Scorch. 
BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton. 
“Open Mic.” 
BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. At 5 p.m., 
“After Work Thursday.” 
BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston 
Poster. 
BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox- 
bury. Serious Bizness. 
BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. 
R&B and commercial dance with DJ 
George. 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” Back Room: At 10 p.m., Swing- 
ing Johnsons. 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. 
“Absolute,” house & trance with DJ 
Stezo. 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Frank 
Wilkins & Company. 
CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek. 
CLUB 58, Quincy. “Thirsty Thursday” 
with Hot Like Fire, DJ Bird. 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Sam 
Shaber Trio, Milton. 
COMMON GROUND, Allston. “Love 
Night,” ’80s, all vinyl with DJ Brian. 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Chart & Dance” with DJ Doc. 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Big 
Back Yard. 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Latin 
Lounge,” with DJ JC. 
ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie. 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam- 
bridge. Hip-hop with DJs Hua Hsu and 
Chhay. 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 
EVOS ARTS, Lowell. “Second World 
Reggae Lounge.” 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Heaven & 
Hell,” house and hip-hop with DJs 
Chaos, Mr. Aru. 
FELT, Boston. “Liquid” with DJs Chris 
DeSimone and Jynx. 
FOLKAL POINT COFFEEHOUSE, 
Medford. “Open Mic” with Cathy 
Schumer. 
GREAT SCOTT, Brighton. Suspect, 
Oneside, Amun Ra. 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Jon Fred- 
erik Band. 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting 
Vinnies. 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 
“Throwdown Thursday” Hip-hop, reg- 
gae, R&B with DJ Dubz and 40D. 
HANNAHN’S, Somerville. Reggae and 
house with guest DJs. 
HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Matisyahu 
the Hebrew Reggae Superstar, Roots of 
Creation. 
HENNESSY’S, Boston. Me & Julio. 
HIGH STREET GRILLE, Boston. Lit- 
tle Joe Cook. 
HONG KONG, Cambridge. Main- 
stream, house & Reggae with DJ Bob. 
THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. 
Frank Morey. 
IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Cherry. 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 
Boston. At 6 p.m., Clay Brown Trio. 
JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE, 
Cambridge. At 9:30 p.m., Dan Tepfer 
Trio 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Tom Ham- 
bridge Band. 
JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Upstairs: 
DJ John Tringall. Downstairs: Me & 
Julio. 
THE KELLS, Allston. “Fun House” 
with DJs Edgar and Kieran James. 


Ron 


>Listinas 


KENNEDY’S, Boston. John Mansfield. 
THE KINSALE, Boston. Stretch. 
KIRKLAND CAFE, Somerville. Brenda 
White & the Vortex, Close at Hand, One 
Big Mess, Jenny Jones. 

LA BOOM, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“Privilege,” international house with DJ 
Franklin. 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 8 
and 10:30 p.m., Club D’EIf. 





TED LEO plays the Middle East this Thursday, December 9. 


MACHINE, Boston. “Human Thurs- 
day” with DJs Sean Caron and Angles. 
MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Campus,” al- 
ternative boypop with DJ Chris Ewen 
and high energy house with DJ Brad 
Gwynn. 

MANTRA Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“Mantra Thursday” DJs spin eclectic in- 
ternational, vocal house, & hip-hop. 
MATRIKX, Boston. At 9 p.m., Calexico, 
Cordero, Jake Brennan & the 
Confidence Men. 

MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. “Round 
Midnight Jazz Session.” 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
“Bleu’s Holiday Bash” with Bleu, Ray- 
mond, Unbusted. Downstairs: Ted Leo 
& the Pharmacists, Matt Pond PA, 
Vague Angels. 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Murky Thunder Clap Chop” with 
Grammerface. 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Vam- 
pire Can’t, Ess, Crystal Cock Over Cana- 
da. 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Aquanet 
Dance Party” ’80s, old school hip-hop, 
funk, and soul with DJs Casey, CTO, 
Frank White, Tommee, Knife, and Paul 
Foley. 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Soma,” with DJ Omar. 

O’BRIEN’S, Allston. At 9 p.m., Rotten 
Lovers, Acrobrats, Heather Hates You, 
Garage Dogs. 

ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Ren Justice. 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB, Cambridge. 
“Noise Board Show.” 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
6 p.m., “Gary Baseman Art Opening.” 
At 9 p.m., “Rub a Dubwise Reggae 
Night” with DJ Bud E. Green. 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 
9 p.m., Umphrey’s McGee. 

PARRIS, Boston. DJ Lou. 

PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville. At 9 p.m., 
Shumai, Snoozer, Spoilsport, Smittens, 
Specific Heats. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
“Elements,” drum ‘n bass with DJs 
Crook, Lenore, and Static. 

THE PLACE, Boston. Greg Lutrell. 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Handsome Frank. 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. DJ David Mee. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Flanagan with musical guest Jim Plun- 
kett. 


Q, Boston. “Weekend Warm” with DJ 
Craig Smooth. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Lit- 
tles. 

REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., 
“Reunion Thursday” with NPG All- 
Stars. 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Oint- 
ment” Top 20 Countdown with DJ 
Alexandra. 


ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Lounge: Tribal 
House and Break beat funk with DJ 
Jonathan Theory 
THE ROKXy, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., “The 
Latin Quarter” with special guest DJs 
RYLES, Cambridge. Kris Adams 
SAMBA BAR & GRILL, Somerville 
At 9 p.m., Hip-hop, reggae, reggaeton, 
with DJ Philippe 

Continued on page 18 


/? ao ) / 
Grell & Barhecue 


81 Kilmarnock St. 
Boston, MA 
617-247-8099 


GREAT. FOQD, LIVE Mt 
SOULFUL AMERICAN FOOD 
Monday thru Thursday 11:30am - 10:00pm 
Friday and Saturday 41:30am - 11:00pm 
Sunday 11:30am - 9:00pm 
Kitchen Open to 11pm on Red Sox Home Games 
Patio Dining Available 


“Wide ranging and impressive gouthern 


“The grills aroma is hy, 


staurant” 
Boston Phoenix 


iptic bai 
















































































Saturday Night Live - 





A sexy, sizzling night for the 21+ crowd. 





An eclectic mix of Hip Hop & Top 40's! 
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343 CONGRESS STREET 617.790.0720 








Bar & Crrill 





35 Years Of Great Music 
rock/ R&B 
TOM HAMBRIDGE BAND 
r Dec. 10 


jay, 
blues/ R&B 
JAMES MONTGOMERY 
BIG TOP VERTIGO 
Dec. 11 
rock 


onday, Dec. 13 
FREE SILENT MOVIE at 8: 
SPARROWS 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 
Singer / Songwriters 
IAN MOORE 


inesday, Dec. 1 

Big Band Pop 

BENEFIT FOR BREAD & JAMS 
TRAVIS 


Thursday, Dec. 16 
Roots Rock 
BENEFIT FOR MAKE A WISH 
COMMANDER CODY 
Friday, Dec. 17 
Alternative R&B 
DWIGHT RITCHER BAND 
JULIAN VELARD 
Saturday, Dec. 18 
Elvis Tribute 
VELVET ELVIS 


OV INGRNOLONE 
|, vec. iG SI mas i 


A A A A A ' Biats t} ' Ad 
17 HOLLAND ST. DAVIS SQ. SOMERVILLE 
ACROSS FROM DAVIS RED LINE 
INFO: 617-776-2004 
CONCERT LINE: 617-776-9667 


HARPERS FERRY 


Thursday, 9 18+ 
MATISYAHU THE HEBREW 


REGGAE SUPERSTAR 
W/ROOTS OF CREATION 


Friday, December 10 
RAILROAD EARTH W/ASTROGRASS 


Saturday, December 11 


BEATLEJUICE 
FEATURING BRAD DELP OF BOSTON 


Monday December 13 


CHESTER FRENCH 
W/STRING THEORY 


Tuesday, December 14 
TOUSSAINT & THE CHINA BAND 


Wednesday, December 15 


RON NOYES BAND 
W/LOIS GRECO 


Thursday, December 16 


TIDES 
W/TODD MARTIN 


Friday, December 17 


MAX CREEK 
NEW ENGLAND'S LEGENDARY BOOGIE BAND! 


Saturday December 18 


THE JOSHUA TREE 
A TRIBUTE TO U2 W/SPECIAL GUESTS: 


ASECT 


Sunday, December 19 
ONSLAUGHT ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS: 
CARDIOACCELERATOR, NEW SON 


RISING, PUBLIC, THE WAKING SLOW 


Tuesday December 28 18+ 
STRANGEFOLK 


Wednesday December 28 18+ 
STRANGEFOLK 


Thursday, December 30 
REVIVAL 


AN ALL STAR TRIBUTE TO THE ALLMAN BROTHERS 


Friday, December 31 
SUPERHONEY’S NEW YEARS EVE 
EXTRAVAGANZA 


Saturday, January 1 
THE KNOT 


FORMERLY SLIPKNOT 
(MORE THAN JUST A DEAD COVER BAND) 


ALL SHOWS 21+ UNLESS NOTED 
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343 Western Ave, Cambridge 
Reggae, Latin & Jazz 
THUR. DECEMBER 9 
SISTER GRETCHEN 
CD RELEASE PARTY W/LADY LEE 
 LIVEREGGAE 


FRI.DECEMBER 10 
 NYLOORPRESENTS fF 
LIVE HIP HOP & REGGAE 


SAT. DECEMBER 11 


BELLYFUL 
LIVE REGGAE & SOUL 


WED. DECEMBER 15 
NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATOY 
JAZZ DEPATMENT PRESENTS 


BRIAN KNOXTET & CANCURA 
/ RAMPERSAUD QUARTET 


THUR. DECEMBER 16 


ELEPHANT HOUSE 
ROCK 


FOR INFO 492-7772 


Check out our new website: 
www.thewesternfrontclub.com 


LUPO'S 


AT THE STRAND 


79 Washington Street 
Providence, Ril 


{lupos.com) 


This Saturday, December 11 
8pm #515 


The rg, 


AY hee 
tue 


PINK FLOYD TRIBUTE 


This Wednesday, December 15 
8:30 pm ¢*20 


Wednesday, December 29 
8:30 pm #*15 


¢ JOHN BRONW’S BODY « 
Wednesday, January 19 ¢*25 


a ee 
GEORGE CLINTON & 
PARLIAMENT FUNKADELIC 

















EXOTIC- BODY. PIERCING 


HOSPITAL STERILIZATION PROFESSIONAL 
(NEW NEEDLES) BODY PIERCING 


GOCE TAT TOR 


1518 NEWPORT AVE * PAWTUKET, RI * 401-721-0966 
95 NORTH & SOUTH EXIT 2A 


NEW ENGLAND’S #1 STUDIO'S SERVING BOS/PRV/WORC 


GHT Si! 


a if 


NO COVER wil 


MONDAY THRU THURSDAY = www.MILKYWAYJP.GOM 


472-480 MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDGE 
(6171 864-EAST www.mideasiclub.com 
DOORS AT 8PM UNLESS NOTED, PROPER 1D REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT Middle East Box Office 1~7p.m. and 


TICKETMASTER (6171931-2000 www.ticketmastercom 
ALL SHOWS 18+ UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OPEN FOR LBNCH AS ALWAYS 


SAT 1 


ACTION F SLEEPING 
ALL AGES! - 1 PM DOORS 


+ = AMER 
ye ELLIOT TIMMERS 
SAT 
10 TAI Gy LEY sm 
OWEN « 


a AGES! -+ PM Be 


OSB, LAURA GLYDA BAND 

LAST BORN, STOCK 7, PANACEA 
SKA FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
KWEEJEEBO, WIRETEMP 

18 WHEBLS OF JUSTICE, DEAD UKE DEATH 
READ YELLOW, SEX POSITIONS 
OMA, CASPIAN, THE ALIENIST OUTHIT 
WHY VERSUS ROME, BLUE RIBBON ENVY 
ON FIRE, SENECA, CONSTANTS 
BABY STRANGE, ALOUD 
CHINSTRAP 

UV PROTECTION, SHORE LEAVE 
RAZORLIGHT 


SSRSESESS 


er ey 


g 
He 


gg 
38 


MASTA kK KILLA 
NSPECP DECK RA THE RUGGED MAN 


JAKE THE MRE SNAKE Ri ° IREPRESS 


TED LEO/ 
MATT POND PA » VAGUE ANGELS 


SAND MACHINE 
PCR « BIG TOE Nd RELEASE) 
LEMONSTONE 


SAT 2M 
BOSTON HIP HOP FEST - 
EDO G « PORN THEATRE USHERS 
KRUMBSNATCHA 
THE FOUNDATION » AKROBATIK 
VIRTUOSO * ROCKLYN 





SUN1 
BENEFIT FOR THE HENNIFER STOWERS 
IUINTAL FOUNDATION - 
THE $ OIDS » DIVER DOWN 
PUG UGLIES + SUSPECT DEVICE 
JOINT CUSTODY « SIN CITY CHAINSAW 


STUNT 
sect Geen BLOODS - 
MIKE VERGE (OF VIRGIL CAIN) 
EDDY DYER (OF THE REAGAN B ABIES) 


MUSIC BEGINS AFTER DINNER as 


MURSOAY: EAI SUA Rene? 


FRIDAY - LATIN WITH GIAN CARLO BUSCAGLIA 
SUN - BELLY DANCING W/GAR 


MON ~ OPEN MIC NIGHT 

~ NOCHE MEXICANA W/ GUSTAVO & ANDRES 
WED - DJ ALi WITH FEATURED BELLY DANCERS 
THU - KENYAN NIGHT 
FAI THE BEES ENE 


‘WWW. MIDEASTCLUB. COM 
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T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
Reverend Glasseye & His Wooden Leg, 
Drab, Sweetthieves, Cotton Ponies 


Continued from page 17 
SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. Up- 
stairs: popular dance, with DJ Deja 


SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Kenny 21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Patrikis & Seth Connelly. Daly. 

SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Latin Night” with VAPOR, Boston. “MOCCA,” hip hop 
DJ JR Vega. and R&B with DJs KC and Ron Steel. 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “College VENU, Boston. NYC house with DJ 


Nailz and “ISE-O spa” with DJ Tasty. 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Diversify Thurs- 
days,” deep soulful house with DJ Fran 
and UK hard house and progressive 
trance with DJs JLong, Tek, and Cata- 
tonic and guest DJs. 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. 
| Mela Quintet. 
WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Sister 
Gretchen, Lady Lee. 
WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 
40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 


Night” with DJ B-Spin 

SW1, Boston. Hip-hop, R&B, and Reg- 
gae with and DJ Renell. 

TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY 
MARRIOTT HOTEL, Boston. Brian 
Walkley Band. 

TIERNAN’S PUB, Boston. Pete Massa. 
TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn. 

TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., Franc 
Graham Band. At 10 p.m., “Billy 
Block’s Western Beat Roots Revival” 


Francisco 


with John Cate & the Van Gogh Broth- | Lazee Boy. 

ers. WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Lang- 
TOAST, Somerville. “Premier Night for | ford Review. 

Women.” | ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Tay- | 7 p.m., Leafcutter, Chris Harford & the 
lor Trio. Band of Changes. At 9:30 p.m., Rasa, 


TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. Pat Donaher & Richie Barshay. 


“Young Professionals Club.” 






































































Named Thor, Say Hi to Mom. 
@ FRIDAY 10 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. Steve 
Rowan, Melodeego. 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., 
O. At 10 p.m., DJ David Natola. 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Superlovers,” 
early hits to the latest sounds with DJ 
Vinny. 

ARIA, Boston. “Plush,” NYC house 
with guest DJs. In the Angel Room, 
NYC hip-hop with DJ Thanos. 
ATLAS DANCE, Boston. 
Dancing.” 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
land” with special guest DJs. 
THE AVENUE, Allston. At 9 p.m., DJ 
Steve Auston. 

AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Flavor Fri- 
day” with DJ Master Millions. 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Draw 
the Line. 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
Commercial dance and R&B 


Thursday! 2/9 © 2 shows; 8:00 & 11:00 DJ Sean 


CLUB D’ELF 


WITH VERY SPECIAL GUEST 


2 NIGHTS! Fri. & Sat. 12/10 & 11 
SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! 


12/10w/ JOEY PESCE 
12/11 w LINDA VIENS 


THE BILLY NAYER SHOW 


Sunday 12/12 


LIZARD POETRY 
THE SLAM @7 THE JAM @9 
FEATURING PAUL LIPMAN 
& IAN DOUGHERTY 


Mon. 12, 13 DOORS AT @ 7:00 - FREE! 


“Top 40 


“Ava- 


BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Pete 
SARA SWEET AND LITTLE JOE’S Winfrey. 
oe VideUil) ¢4 BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. Top 40 


Dance & hip-hop with DJ Bruno 
BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. Damon 
Carter. 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Rox- 
bury. R&B, rock, and dance with DJ 
Keith. 

BULL RUN, Shirley. Reminisants. 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. 
“Club Twist for Women.” 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Up- 
stairs: Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers. 
Downstairs: “Original Rock, Roots & 
R&B.” 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek. 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Get Some Fridays,” 
hip-hop with the Freakas. 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Alastair 
Moock, Milton. 
COMMON GROUND, 
Chiefs. 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE 
Brighton. “Uptempo House” 
Paul Dailey. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. 
Death by Marriage. 

DRUID PUB, Cambridge. At 6 p.m., 
“Traditional Irish Seisiun” with Peter 
Molloy & Friends. 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“The Pill” ’80s Mod Night. 


Tues. 12/14 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! 
THE CARLA RYDER BAND 


AT 9:30 “BOSTON UNDERCOVER” 


PERFORMS REM’S CLASSIC “MURMUR” 


Wed. 12/15 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! 
with NAQMI SOMMERS & 
NOAM WEINSTEIN 


Ht AT O30 FREEIZRRH 


ANCE TIX AVAIL. AT 
AWWW: VIRTUOUS.COM 


i A a ee) 
1667 MASS. AVE. CAMBRIDGE 
BENEATH THE CAMBRIDGE COMMON RESTAURANT 


THe 
OverDraucut 


THURSDAY DEC 9TH 

THE NOISE BOARD PARTY FEATURING THE 
BURNING COLONELS FORMER CASH MONIES 
AND THE JET SETTERS WITH DJ STEVE 
MCDONOUGH. 


FRIDAY DEC 10TH if 
GONE BABY GONE ‘ 


SATURDAY DEC 11TH 


ii) 
PRIME MOVERS REUNION 
JAY ALLEN 


THURSDAY DEC } TH 
GABRIEL RILEY 

THEIVES IN THE NIGHT / 
FEATURING YUKKIE GIPE 

OF THE KONKS. 


FRIDAY DEC 17TH 
HOORAY FOR EARTH FEATURING 
MEMBERS OF RAYMOND. 
PORSCHES ON THE AUTOBON 


SATURDAY DEC 18TH. 
THE DENNIS WHITE SPECTACULAR ies 


THURSDAY DEC 23RD 
MENTE REUNION 


*FRIDAY DEC 31 
IN A SMALL RARE CLUB 
APPEARENCE 

THE UPPER CRUST 
NEW YEARS EVE BALL. 


* CAMBRIDGE ST. 
RIGHT OUTSIDE INMAN SQ. 
* DART BOARD 
1/2 PRICE APPETIZER M-F 4PM-7PM 
* DAILY SPECIALS 
* 4 BOTTLE MOLSON BUCKET $8.00 
* $2.50 BUD DRAFT 
* DRINK SPEGAL DARK & STORMY $4.00 


LARGE SCREEN TV FOR ALL 
FOOTBALL & SPECIAL EVENTS 


24 BEERS ON TAP 


877CaMeBridGe St.- CameripGe 
WWW.tHeoVverprauGHtPus.com 
BOOKING: MFDOVerDrauGHt@HotMail.com 


617.868.3221 


Allston. Joint 


AND BAR, 
with DJ 


ZUZU, Cambridge. Pants Yell, A Boy 


EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Urban 
Grooves” with DJ Ricky Fatts 
ENCORE, Boston. “Cabaret Open Mic” 
with Jan Peters, Colleen Powers, 
Michael Ricca, Brian Patton. 

THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam- 
bridge. “all st*rs have eyes” with Amy 
Lee Grill and DJ David Day. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. Vocal house, ’70s, 
"80s, 90s with DJ Bob Gallagher. 
EVOS ARTS, Lowell. Straight to 
Video, Endway. 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. House and 
hip-hop with DJs Tiziano & Luca. 

THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE, 
Cambridge. Jose Ramos & the No Way 
Jose Band. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Weepin’ Willie 
GRAND CANAL Boston. DJ Jay. 
GREAT SCOTT, Brighton. Furvis. 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Freeze Pop. 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 
Kilombo Mambo. 

G-SPOT, Boston. “Deep, sexy house” 
with DJs Mike Traylor & Paul Incus. 
GUIDO OSHEA’S, Brockton. “Mirage 
Night Club,” Haitian, Caribbean and 
Cape Verdean music. 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Railroad 
Earth, Astrograss. 

THE HARP, Boston. Kristen & the 
Noise. 

HENNESSY’S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Me 
& Julio. At 9 p.m., Spike the Punch 
HONG KONG, Cambridge. Top 40 
Hip-Hop, Rock & Club Classics with 
M.C. Renn 
ID, Boston. “Bashment” 
with DJ King Ilabash. 
THE INTERNATIONAL, Boston. “The 
Basement” house music with DJ Brad- 
ford James. 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. 
Friday” with Elyte, Cnyce, Mas. 
JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE, 
Cambridge. At 6 p.m., Marianne Soli- 
van Jazz Quartet. At 10 p.m., Carol 
O’Shaughnessy. 

JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. James 
Montgomery Band, Big Top Vertigo. 
JUKEBOX, Boston. Top 40 and retro 
dance night. 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Ladies Night” 
with DJs Doc and Kieran. 
KENNEDY’S, Boston. Matt Fulton 
LA BOOM, Boston. “Fashion Fridays” 
with DJ Roland Lopez 
LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Ronnie 
Ron Trio 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
7:30 p.m., Joey Pesce. At 9:30 p.m., 
Ragman Son Revue, Billy Nayer Show. 
MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Mortis: The 
Great Gothsby” with Sob Sisters. 

McGANN’S, Boston. At 10 p.m., Hip- 
hop, R&B, Reggae, & House with DJ 
Sparky. 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
“Bleu’s Holiday Bash” with Bleu, Mike 

Viola, Rudds. Downstairs: Sand Ma- 

chine, PCR, Big Toe, Lemonstone. 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 

“Soul, Funk, Downtempo & Hip-hop” 

with DJ Mark Estrada. 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. “Benefit 

for the Rock & Roll Camp for Girls” with 

DJ D’hana, Sara Cooper, Lovers, Sallie, 

Roh Delikat, Cathy Cathodic. 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Roots, 

Rock & Whiskey” with Christian Mc- 

Neill, Grace Potter & the Nocturnals. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston. 

Patsy & Tony. 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 

Latin house with DJ JC. 

O’BRIEN’S, Allston. At 9 p.m., We're All 

Gonna Die, Blacktail, Bury the Needle. 


Reggae beats 


“Funky 


APOLLO SUNSHINE play Great Scott on Saturday. 


| THE POINT, Boston. 


OCEANA RESTAURANT, Boston 
Mike DiBari Trio 

ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Tom. 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB, Cambridge 
Gone Baby Gone 

THE PALACE, Saugus. “Rio” Brazil’s 
Carnaval; “Uptown” DJs spin faves 
from the ’70s and ’80s; “Oxygen” rap, 
hip-hop, top 40, and progressive dance; 
“Male Encounter” all-male dance re- 
view; “Rockpile.” 

THE PALLADIUM, Worcester. Shine- 
down, Silvertide, Future Leaders of the 
World 

PARADISE LOUNGE, 
9 p.m., Amos Lee, Kevin So. 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 
9 p.m., Soulive, Sam Kininger Band. 
PARRIS, Boston. Loudmouth. 

PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville. At 9 p.m., 
Carlisle Sound, Jeff Klein, B.J. Snow- 
den, California Stadium. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
“Grooveyard” with DJ Greg. 


Boston. At 


| THE PLACE, Boston. At 10 p.m., VJ 


Laptop. 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
6 p.m., “Irish Seisiun.” At 9:30 p.m., Ar- 
madillos. 

“Fluid,” house 
and techno, with DJ troupe Record- 
headz. 

Q, Boston. “Hip-hop & Top 40” with DJ 
Massai. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Johnny C. 

RED DOOR COFFEE HOUSE, Fram- 
ingham. At 8 p.m., Lisa Bastoni. 
REDLINE, Cambridge. At 9 p.m., DJs 
Rodney Marable & Craig Kapilow. 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Diversion” 
mello tekno, scsi disko, NeuSoul, with 
Erik Pearson. 

ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Upstairs: Ali. 
Lounge: “Dance Your Ass Off” with DJ 
Hoff. 

THE ROXY, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“The Cat Club” with DJ Manolo and 
special guest DJs. 

SCRUFFY MURPHY’S, Dorchester. 
“Party Time” with DJ Jen. 

SEA NOTE, Nantasket Beach. Tom 
Hambridge Band. 

SISSY K’S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Matt 
Browne. At 9 p.m., Stu Sinclair & Kevin 
Kirrane. Upstairs: Hi-NRG and pop 
house, with DJ Tom McKenna. 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Hip Re- 
placements 

SPONTANEOUS CELEBRATIONS, 
Jamaica Plain. “Next Level” with DJ 
Nomadik, Kwesi Johnson, Kiki 
Breevlife, Ladies of Boston Reggae. 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “Boston’s A- 
List” Hip hop, old school, and top 40 
with DJ B-Spin. 

SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Old and 
new dance hits with DJs KC and Gallo. 
SW1, Boston. Top 40 RMX, Hip-Hop, 
and House with DJ Littles. 
TIERNAN’S PUB, Boston. Brian Bur- 
rill. 

TOAD, Cambridge. Mark McKay Band. 


TOAST, Somerville. “International 
Night.” 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Tay- 
lor Quartet. 


TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
70s, ’80s, and 90s with DJ Zino; pro- 
gressive, top-40, club, and international 
with DJ Peter D. 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Ducky Boys, Marvels, Avoid One Thing, 
Far from Finished. 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VENU, Boston. “Roomba,” Latin 
sounds with DJ Roger M, and house 
with DJ Arsit. 
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> LISTINGS 


WALL ASIA CAFE (617-497-1544), 


334 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 

AN TAIN (617-426-1870), 31 India 
St., Boston. 

AN TUA NUA (617-262-2121), 835 
Beacon St., Boston. 

ARIA (617-338-7080), 246 
Tremont St., Boston 

THE ASGARD (617-577-9100), 350 
Mass. Ave, Cambridge. 

ATLAS DANCE (617-437-0300), 3 
Lansdowne St., Boston 

AURORA (617-350-6001), 300 
Congress St., Boston. 

AVALON (617-262-2424), 15 Lans- 
downe St., Boston. 

THE AVENUE (617-782-9508), 
1249 Comm Ave, Allston. 

AXIS (617-262-2437), 13 Lans- 
downe St., Boston 


@ THE BEACHCOMBER (617-479- 
8989), 797 Wollaston Beach Blvd., 
Quincy. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT (781- 
729-2565), at Remington's, 124 
Boylston St., Boston. 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN (617-227- 
2098), 45-55 Union St., Boston. 
BLARNEY STONE PUB (617-436- 
8223), 1505 Dorchester Ave., 
Dorchester. 

BLUE CAT CAFE (617-247-9922) 
94 Mass Ave, Boston. 

BLUESTONE BISTRO (617-254- 
8309), 1799 Comm. Ave., 
Brighton. 

BOB THE CHEF'S (617-536-6204), 
604 Columbus Ave., Boston. 
BOSTON ROCKS (617-726-1110), 
Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Boston. 
BRASSERIE JO (617-425-3240), 
Colonnade Hotel, 120 Huntington 
Ave., Boston. 

BRAVO@THE MFA (617-369- 
3474), 465 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. 

BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE (617- 
541-5400). 153 Blue Hill Ave., 
Roxbury. 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB (617-522- 
5386), 378 Centre St., Jamaica 
Plain. 

BROTHER JIMMY'S BBQ (617-458- 
1048), 96 Winthrop St., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge. 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S (617-325- 
9800), Center St., West Roxbury. 
BULL RUN (978-425-4311), Rte. 
2A., Shirley. 

THE BURREN (617-776-6896), 247 
Elm St., Davis Sq., Somerville. 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA (617-482- 
3939), 51 Stuart St., Boston. 


@ CANTAB LOUNGE (617-354- 
2685), 738 Mass. Ave., Central 
Sq., Cambridge. 

CAPRICE (617-292-0080), 275 
Tremont St., Boston. 

CHARLIE’S KITCHEN (617-492- 
9646), 10 Elliot St., Cambridge. 
CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB (617-734- 
4177), 724 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. 

CHOPS LOUNGE (617-267-8300), 
1271 Boylston St., Boston 
CLARKE’S (617-227-7800), 21 
Merchant's Row, Boston. 
CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL (617- 
227-7800), 21 Merchant’s Row, 
Boston. 

CLUB CAFE (617-536-0966), 209 
Columbus Ave., Boston. 

CLUB 58 (617-471-7788), 58 Ross 
Way, Quincy. 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD (617-338- 
8283), 1-3 Harrison Ave., Boston. 
CLUB PASSIM (617-492-7679), 47 
Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cam- 
bridge. 


COMEDY CONNECTION (617-248- 
9700), Upstairs at Faneuil Hall, 
Boston. 

COMEDY STUDIO (617-864-5311), 
1236 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
COMMON GROUND (617-783- 
2071), 83-87 Harvard Ave., Allston 
COSTELLO'S (617-522-9263), 723 
Centre St., Jamaica Plain 
COTTONWOOD CAFE (617-247- 
2225), 222 Berkeley St., Boston 
COYOTE GRILLE (617-225-0888), 
1 Kendall Sq., Cambridge 


@ DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR 
(617-779-8822), 332 Washington 
St., Brighton. 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA 
BLOSSOM (800-401-2221), Rte 
125, North Andover 

DICK’S LAST RESORT (617-267- 
8080), 55 Huntington Ave., Boston. 
DRUID PUB (617-497-0965), 1357 
Cambridge St., Inman Sq., Cam- 
bridge. 


W@ EKCO LOUNGE (617-338-8283), 
4] Essex St., Boston 

EMBASSY (617-536-2100), 30 
Lansdowne St., Boston 

ENCORE (617-338-ROXY), 279 
Tremont St., Boston 

THE ENORMOUS ROOM (617-491- 
5599), 567 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 
PLE (617-277-9722), 1651 Bea- 
con St., Brookline. 

EVOS ARTS (978-441-9906), 98 
Middle St., Lowell 

THE EXCHANGE (617-726-7600), 
148 State St., Boston. 


@ FELT (617-338-6999), 533 
Washington St., Boston. 

FOLKAL POINT COFFEEHOUSE 
(781-395-0402), Springstep, 98 
George P. Hassett Dr., Medford. 


@ THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE 
(617-868-8800), 720 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN (617- 
451-2622), 28 Kingston St., Boston. 
GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL 
(617-497-0400), 1230 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. 

GRAND CANAL (617-523-1112), 57 
Canal St., Boston. 

GREAT SCOTT (617-734-4502), 
1222 Comm Ave, Brighton. 

GREEN BRIAR (617-789-4100), 
304 Washington St., Brighton. 
GREEN DRAGON (617-367-0055), 
11 Marshall St., Boston. 

GREEN STREET GRILL (617-876- 
1655), 280 Green St., Cambridge. 
G-SPOT (617-423-6767), Down- 
town Crossing, Boston. 

GUIDO OSHEA’S (508-580-0997), 
2039 S. Main St., Brockton. 


Mi HANNAH'S (617-629-5302), 499 
Broadway, Somerville. 

HARPERS FERRY (617-254-9743), 
158 Brighton Ave., Allston. 

THE HARP (617-742-1010), 85 
Causeway St., Boston. 
HENNESSY’S, (617-742-2121), 25 
Union St., Boston. 

HIGH STREET GRILLE (617-523- 
4000), 200 High St. Boston. 

HONG KONG (617-864-5311), 
1236 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 


@ ID (617-262-2437), 11 Lans- 
downe St., Boston. 

IMPROV ASYLUM (617-263-6887), 
216 Hanover St., Boston. 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE (617- 
576-1253), 1253 Cambridge St., 
Cambridge. 


50 FOOT WAVE play T:T: the Bear’s Place 
on Wednesday. 


THE INDEPENDENT (617-440- 
6022), 75 Union Sq., Somerville 
THE INTERNATIONAL (617-296- 
6270), 184 High St., Boston. 
IRISH VILLAGE (617-787-5427), 
224 Market St., Brighton 


@ JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT 
(617-338-8586), 33 Stuart St., 
Boston. 

JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE 
(617-577-8668), 1 Kendall Sq 
Cambridge 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY 
(617-308-6421), 255 Elm St., 
Somerville. 

JOHNNY D'S (617-776-2004), 17 
Holland St., Davis Sq., Somerville 
JOSE McINTYRE’S (617-451- 
9460), 160 Milk St., Boston 
JUKEBOX (617-338-ROXY), 275 
Tremont St., Boston 


WB THE KELLS (617-782-9082), 
161 Brighton Ave., Allston. 

KING’S (617-266-2695), 10 Scotia 
St., Boston. 

THE KINSALE (617-742-5577), 2 
Center Plaza, Boston. 

KIRKLAND CAFE (617-491-9640), 
425 Washington St., Somerville 
KOWLOON (781-233-0077), Rte. 1 
North, Saugus. 


@ LA BOOM (617-357-6800), 25 
Boylston Pl., Boston. 

LES ZYGOMATES (617-542-5108), 
129 South St., Boston. 

LIZARD LOUNGE (617-547-0759), 
1667 Mass. Ave., below Cambridge 
Common Restaurant, Cambridge. 
LUPO'S AT THE STRAND (401-272- 
5876), 79 Washington St., Provi- 
dence, RI. 


Wi MACHINE (617-536-1950), 
1256 Boylston St., Boston. 

MAN RAY (617-864-0400), 21 
Brookline St., Cambridge. 

MANTRA (617-542-8111), 52 Tem- 
ple St., Boston. 

MATRIX (617-338-ROXY), 275 
Tremont St., Boston. 

MATT MURPHY’S (617-232-0188), 
14 Harvard St., Brookline. 
McGANN’S (617-227-4059), 197 
Portland St., Boston. 

METROPOLIS (401-454-5483), 
172 Pine St., Providence, RI. 
MIDDLE EAST (617-497-0576), 472 
Mass Ave, Central Sq., Cambridge. 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE (617-868- 
MSEX), 315 Mass. Ave. Cambridge. 
MIDWAY CAFE (617-524-9038), 
3496 Washington St., Jamaica 
Plain. 

MILKY WAY (617-524-3740), at 
Bella Luna, 405 Centre St., Ja- 
maica Plain. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN (617-338- 
5656), 77 Broad St., Boston. 





THE MODERN (617-536-2100), 36 
Lansdowne St., Boston. 
MURPHY’S LAW (617-269-6667), 
837 Summer St., South Boston. 


@ NEWS (617-426-6397), 150 
Kneeland St., Boston. 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP (617-482- 
0930), 100 Warrenton St., Boston 
NICK’S MAUI (508-482-0930), Rte 
28 North, Brockton 


@ O'BRIEN’S (617-782-6245), 3 
Harvard Ave., Allston 

OCEANA RESTAURANT (617-227- 
0800), Marriott Long Wharf, 296 
State St., Boston. 

O'CONNOR'S (617-482-2255), 27 
Columbus Ave., Boston. 
O'LEARY’S (617-734-0049), 1010 
Beacon St., Brookline. 


ORLEANS (617-591-2100). 65 Hol- 


land St., Somerville. 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB (617-868- 
3221), 877 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge. 


@ THE PALACE (781-321-1660), 
1500 Broadway, Saugus. 

THE PALLADIUM (508-797-9696), 
261 Main St., Worcester. 
PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562- 
8814). 969 Comm Ave, Boston. 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB (617-562- 
8800), 969 Comm Ave, Boston 
PARRIS (617-248-9900), Quincy 
Market, Faneuil Hall, Boston. 
PA'S LOUNGE (617-776-1557), 
345 Somerville Ave., Somerville 
PHOENIX LANDING (617-576- 
6260), 512 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. 

THE PLACE (617-523-2081), 2 
Broad St., Boston. 

THE PLAYGROUND (617-441- 
0666), 403 Mass Ave., Cambridge. 


PLOUGH & STARS (617-441-3455), 


912 Mass Ave, Cambridge. 

THE POINT (617-523-7020), 147 
Hanover St., Boston. 

PRAVDA 116 (617-482-7799), 116 
Boylston St., Boston. 

PURPLE SHAMROCK (617-227- 
2060), 1 Union St., Boston. 


W@ Q (617-742-2121), 25 Union 
St., Boston. 


@ THE RACK (617-725-1051), 24 
Clinton St., Faneuil Hall, Boston. 
RAMROD (617-266-2986), 1254 
Boylston St., Boston. 

REAL DEAL JAZZ CLUB & CAFE 
(617-876-7777), Cambridge Mul- 
ticultural Arts Center, 41 Second 
St., Cambridge. 

RED DOOR COFFEE HOUSE (508- 
875-5554), 140 Pearl St., Fram- 
ingham. 

REDLINE (617-491-9851), 59 J.FK. 
St., Cambridge. 


REMINGTON’S (617-574-9676), 
124 Boylston St., Boston 

RIVER GODS (617-576-1881), 125 
River St., Cambridge 

ROGGIE’S (617-566-1880), 356 
Chestnut Hill Ave., Brighton 

THE ROXY (617-338-ROXY), 279 
Tremont St., Boston 

RYLES (617-876-9330), 212 
Hampshire St., Cambridge 


@ SAMBA BAR & GRILL (617-718- 
9177), 608 Somerville Ave 
Somerville. 

SCRUFFY MURPHY’S (617-282- 
6606), 1333 Dorchester Ave., 
Dorchester. 

SCULLERS (617-562-4111), 400 
Soldiers Field Rd., Boston 

SEA NOTE (781-925-4300), 159 
Nantasket Ave., Nantasket Beach 
SERAFINA (978-371-9050), 195 
Sudbury Rd., Concord 

SISSY K’S (617-248-6511), 6 
Commercial St., Boston. 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB (978-897-7232), 
163 Main St., Maynard 

SOPHIA’S (617-351-7001), 1270 
Boylston St., Boston 
SPONTANEOUS CELEBRATIONS 
(617-524-6373), 45 Danforth St., 
Jamaica Plain 

SUGAR SHACK (617-351-2510), 1 
Boylston Pl., Boston 
SWEETWATER CAFE (617-351- 
2515), 3 Boylston PI., Boston 
SW1 (617-423-6767), 48 Winter 
St., Boston. 


@ TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY 
MARRIOTT HOTEL (617-236-5800), 
110 Huntington Ave., Boston 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB (617-497- 
2294), 70 Beacon St., Somerville 
TIERNAN’S PUB (617-350-7077), 
99 Broad St., Boston. 

TIR NA NOG (617-628-4300), 366A 
Somerville Ave., Union Sq., 
Somerville. 

TOAD (617-497-4950), 1912 Mass 
Ave, Porter Sq., Cambridge 

TOAST (617-623-9211), 70 Union 
Sq. Somerville. 

TOMMY DOYLE’S (617-225-0888), 
1 Kendall Sq., Cambridge. 

TOP OF THE HUB (617-536-1775), 
52nd Floor, Prudential Tower, Boston. 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO (617-338- 
1000), 295 Franklin St., Boston. 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE (617-492- 
BEAR), 10 Brookline St., Central 
Sq., Cambridge 

21st AMENDMENT (617-227- 
7100), Bowdoin St., Beacon Hill, 
Boston. 


@ VAPOR (617-695-9500), 100 
Warrenton St., Boston. 

VENU (617-338-8061), 100 War- 
renton St., Boston. 

VERTIGO (617-723-7277), 126 
State St., Boston. 


Wi WALLY’S CAFE (617-424-1408), 
427 Mass. Ave., Boston. 

WESTERN FRONT (617-492-7772), 
343 Western Ave., Cambridge. 
WEST STREET GRILLE (617-423- 
0300), 15 West St., Boston. 
WHISKEY PARK (617-542-1483), 
64 Arlington St., Boston. 

WHO'S ON FIRST (617-247-3353), 
19 Yawkey Way, Fenway Park, 
Boston 

WONDER BAR (617-351-COOL), 
186 Harvard Ave., Allston. 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY (617-876- 
6060), 1353 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge. 

ZUZU (617-864-3278), 474 Mass. 
Ave., Cambridge. 


VERTIGO, Boston. “Dream Lounge,” ZUZU, Cambridge. Gian Carlo 


| 


international, Latin and house with DJ | Buscaglia. 
Marcocci, and vocal and high energy | 


house with DJ Soulheris. 


WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 9:30 p.m., 
Jason Palmer/Warren Wolf Jazz Collec- 


tive. 


WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Hip- 


hop & reggae with DJ Nylcor. 


WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top | 
40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and | 


Lazee Boy. 
WONDER BAR, Allston 
Horner/Joe McMahon Quartet. 


ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 


Johnny 


@ SATURDAY 11 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 


and addresses. 


| ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. At 
| 4 p.m., Matt O’Connor. At 6:30 p.m., | 


Andy Wager. 


| AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Sizzlin Satur- | 
day” hip-hop with DJG. 

ARIA, Boston. “Ecco,” international and 
vocal house, with DJ Roger M. In the 
Angel Room, “International Saturdays.” 

| ATLAS DANCE, Boston 


“Top 40 


“Acoustical Pop” with Ali. At 9 p.m., 
House with DJ Munroe. 
| AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Seductive Sat- 
urday” Hip-hop and Reggae with DJ Glen. 
THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. 16 
Years of Grace. 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
Commercial dance and R&B. 
| BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. Interactive 
video Top 40 Dance & hip-hop party 
with VJ Johnnie Walker. 
BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. 
R&B, rock, and dance with DJ Keith. 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. 


Diablos, Three Day Threshold. Down- 
stairs: “Original Rock, Roots & R&B.” 
CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Boys Night Out” 
| with VJ Cliff Cunningham. 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Party Central Sat- 
urday” with DJ Greg. 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., “Glitter Switch Drag Karaoke.” 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. “IndieGuy 
Night” with Brian Webb, Rod Picott, 
| Justin Rosolino. 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. Patrick 
MacAloon Band. 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE 
Brighton. “Mixes & Remixes” with DJs 


AND BAR, 


7 p.m., “Benefit for Rock & Roll Camp 
for Girls” with 1977, Chezwick, Steel 
Poniez. At 9:30 p.m., Burton Greene, 
Perry Robinson, Jay Rozen. 





Dancing.” 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Tease” 
sexy house with DJ Rick Naples. 

THE AVENUE, Allston. At 5 p.m., 


“Killer Dance Club,” gay night with DJs 
Mary Alice & Michael Sheehan. 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Up- 
stairs: “Globe Santa Benefit” with Los 


Daniel Spurling & Chris Deorio. 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Big 
80s. 

Continued on page 20 


An Tua Nua 


835 Beacon St. Boston 
(617) 292-2121 


THURSDAY NIGHT LIVE 9P-2A 


Coliege Night 
DJ G* Spinning today’s hits 


SUPERLOVERS FRIDAY 10p-2a 
DJ Vinny spinning retro 


SIZZLIN SATURDAYS 10P-2A 
DJ G* spinning hip hop 


NFL SUNDAY 
Free Finger food, pizza 
& wings. Over 10 TV's 
plus a Big Screen. 
Don't miss a play! 


CEREMONY MONDAY 9SP-1A 
Boston's best 
Goth night! 


LUSHLIFE TUESDAY 10P-1A 
Retro 8SO's Night. 
Prizes for best dressed. 


Wednesday 
MCDADDY'S KARAOKE SP-14 
Prizes for the best & 
prizes for the worst! 


Thursday, December 9 


HANDSOME FRANK 


Friday, December 10 


IRISH SEISIUN 6:00-8:30 
THE ARMADILLOS 2:30-12:45 


Saturday, December 11 


ED MUNAFO & MOUNTAIN LAUREL 
ONE THIN DIME 


Sunday, December 12 


HoT TAMALE BRASS BAND 


Monday, December 13 


BEEK RHODES & JEFFERIES 


Tuesday, December 14 


LLOYD THAYER 


Wednesday, December 15 


BAD ART ENSEMBLE 


Thursday, December 16 


PAUL SPEIDEL 


Phone 617-441-3455 e Fax 617-441-0219 
Serving Lunch Daily ¢ Check our website for details 


www.ploughandstars.com 
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12/10 Private Party 

12/11 Vital Information 

12/14 Syncopation and Friends 
12/15 Bossanova Trio 





























































New Year’s Eve 
Extravaganza 
aE) e@allial-) 


DANCEHALL 


THU: Temporada Latina/Salsa 
FRI: Closed for private party 
SAT: 4 on the Floor Tango/Swing 


ITCH’S BBQ 


& More 


SUNDAY JAZ BRUNCH 


12/12 Yoko Niwa 


TIX & INFO: 
ww. ryles.cam| 617.876.9330 
212 Hampshire St, Camb. 


The Phoenix Landing ‘5 


Thursday, Dec. 09 

Elements present 
SPIRIT 
I Metalheadz, Phantom Audix 


Friday Dec 10 
JukeBox H 


D} PHT Mik 


Sat Dec 11 
B Boom Room 
New Wave and Dis w/ DI Vinny 


Sunday, Dec. 12 

Tiger Beer & bump presents 
i turntable tag-team pertormance t 
LAWNCHAIR GENERALS — Seattle 
Amenti, Westbound, Lowdown, viva 
GEORGE NESSIS & TARI 


Mon Dec 13 
Makka Mondays 
Dancehall w 
Blackfinge 


Voyager 01, Uppercut, and 


Tues Doc 14 
Take 
Seott Bhss takes 


Wednesday, Dec. 15 

Zero G Sounds pres: 
UEYSSES nyc 
(Scatalogics, Guidance} 
GYS live performance* 


Zero G Sounds, 31 3 Techknow) - 
#1 Place to Watch English Premiership 
Soccer / World Cup Qualifiers 
Champions League 


the alternative trish har 
[si 2 Mass Ave, Contral Sq, Cambridge Tel: 617 576 6260) 






















































Abbey Lounge 
ABBEY LOUNOR 3 Beacon Street 
. : Inman Square 


Somerville, MA 02143 
617-441-9631 
AbbeyLounge.com 


THUR BEC ¢ 
SMORGASBORG 
FALDEC 10 
THE FIGGS 
THE RUDDS 
SAT_DEC 11 
THE FIGES 
THE UNBUSTED 
WEO DEC 15 
ABBEY LOUNGE RESIDENCY FEATURING: 
ROCKET SCIENCE 
SUPERLOW 
THE BUCKNERS 
THURS DEC 18 
TWINEMEN 
BAD SAINTS 
JIMMY RYAN 


PUBL ras 


rk BEAT Bl 
Gi Seo Boston 


Thursday Dec Dec. . Oh: < Suspect  Oneside 
(CD Release), Amun Ra (18+:$7) 


Friday Dec. 10th: Furvis (214:$7) 


Saturday Dec. 11th: The Plan with 
Apollo Sunshine, Emergency Music, Garvy J 


(21+:$8) 


Sunday Dec. 13th: The Hound, Refusniks 
Shanghai Valentine (18+:$7) 


Thursday Dec. 16th: USAISAMONSTER 
(18+:$7) 





The Plan - Saturdays 
at Great Scott 


617.566.9014 
lan.com 





617-628-5559 





“at"s 
coffee se 
Oren miqnornons 


72888 Bays 





thehol y 


GRUB BY THE 
PATRIOT 


«Kitchem,Open LOam- AC 
Free Appetizers Mon Thru Bri Spm -7pm 


a 


30 Assembly Square Drive, Somerville 


www.goodtimeemporium.com 





Check Out Emporium’s Indoor Go-Kart Track 


BILLY NAYER oHOW 


Live at Lizard Lounge 
Cambridge ALY j2/7 1/04 


9:30pm sharp 


NCADP CLIT ETIEls) Chiten a 
at the BNS store: www.billynayer.com 


The American Astronaut 
DVD release on 1/18/05 
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Continued from page 19 

EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Essence” with DJs Reevz & Lograsso. 
ENCORE, Boston. DesPres & DeGraff. 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cambridge. 
“Breaks & Such” with Mark Estrada. 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. Disco, motown, 
and classics from the ’80s & 90s with 
DJ John Reed 

EVOS ARTS, Lowell. Ochmoneks, Im- 
pulse, Lights, Sucka Brown. 

FELT, Boston. “Top 40 and Club Clas- 
sics.” 

THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE, 
Cambridge. Weepin’ Willie. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Jim Porcella Trio. 

GRAND CANAL Boston. DJ Murray. 
GREAT SCOTT, Brighton. “The Plan” 
with Emergency Music, Apollo Sun- 
shine, Garvy J. 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Bald 
Water. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
Kilombo Mambo. 

G-SPOT, Boston. “Deep, sexy house” 
with DJs Mike Traylor & Paul Incus 
HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Beatle- 
juice. 

THE HARP, Boston. Kristen & the 
Noise 

HENNESSY’S, Boston. At 4 p.m., 
“Irish Sessuin.” At 9 p.m., DJ Kriss 
Kross 

HONG KONG, Cambridge. Top 40 
Hip-Hop, Rock & Club Classics with DJ 
Chris G 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. “Left Sat- 
urday” with DJ Kelvin 

JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 
Boston. At 7 p.m., Steve Fell Band. 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Babaloo 
JUKEBOX, Boston. Top 40 and retro 
dance night. 

THE KELLS, Allston. Hip-hop, house, 
techno, top 40 with DJs Darren Drag & 
Kieran. 

KENNEDY’S, Boston. “Reggae 
Lounge” with Bobbie Steelz & Moon. 
LA BOOM, Boston. “Futurebeat: Alien 
Disco” with DJ Addambombb 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Ragman Son Revue, Billy 
Nayer Show. 

LUPO’S AT THE STRAND, Provi- 
dence, RI. Machine 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Liquid Disco 
Trash” with DJ Gary Conzo and retro 
new wave with DJ Chris Ewen 
MATRIX, Boston. “1984” ’80s night 
with DJ Gibby. 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
At 1 p.m., Bayside, Action Action, 
Sleeping, On My Signal. At 9 p.m., 
Gang Green, Superpower, Septic Youth 
Command, Chubbs, Drawing Dead. 
Downstairs: “Boston Hip-Hop Fest” 
with EDO G, Porn Theatre Ushers, 
Krumbsnatcha, Foundation, Akrobatik, 
Virtuoso, Rocklyn. 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Golden Era Hip-Hop.” 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Lady 
of Spain, Invisible Rays. 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. At 
8:30 p.m., “Mango’s Latin Dance Club” 
with DJ Antonio Ortiz. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston. 
Patsy & Tony. 

THE MODERN, Boston. “Material” 
Funk, hip-hop, R&B with Bruno Dreads. 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. At 9 p.m., Track- 
suit, Splitsville, Audrey Can’t Die, Yel- 
low Brick Ed. 

ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Gabe 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB, Cambridge. 
Prime Movers, Jay Allen. 

THE PALACE, Saugus. “Rio” Brazil's 
Carnaval; “Uptown” DJs spin faves 
from the ’70s and ’80s; “Oxygen” rap, 
hip-hop, top 40, and progressive dance; 
“Male Encounter” all-male dance re- 
view; “Club Copa” Latino Night; “Un 
derground” top 40, Dance, Techno, Hip- 
hop, Reggae; “The Beach House.” 

THE PALLADIUM, Worcester. Dark 
Star Orchestra. 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
9 p.m., “Nice Jewish Girls Gone Bad” 
with Golem 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 
9 p.m., Josh Ritter, Ollabelle 

PARRIS, Boston. Loudmouth. 

PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville. Commons, 
Andres Wilson. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Boom Boom Room,” new wave, one 
hit wonders, and disco with DJ Vinney. 
THE PLACE, Boston. VJ Laptop 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
5 p.m., Ed Munafo & Mountain Laurel 
At 9:30 p.m., One Thin Dime 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. High-energy 
dance music with DJ Rick Naples 

Q, Boston. At 9 p.m., DJ Profenna 

THE RACK, Boston. “Dance Party” 
with DJs Vinnie Peruzzi and Littles 
REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Cherry. 


RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Peer Pres- 
sure: We Know It When We Mix It” with 
Unlockedgroove 

ROGGIE’S, Brighton. House with DJ 
Marc Farrell 

THE ROXy, Boston. “Roxy Saturdays,” 
dueling DJs with DJs Massi and Play. 
RYLES, Cambridge. Vital Information 
SCRUFFY MURPHY’S, Dorchester. 
“Party Time” with DJ Jen 

SEA NOTE, Nantasket Beach. Loaded 
Dice. 

SISSY K’S, Boston. At 4 p.m., Matt 
Browne. At 8 p.m., Kevin Kirrane. Up- 
stairs: “Dance Party,” old school and 
new dance, with DJ Tom McKenna 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Bruce 
Marshall Group. 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip hop, and 
top 40 with DJ B-Spin. 
SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Old 
and new dance hits with DJs KC and 
Gallo 

SW1, Boston. Hip-Hop, Reggae, ’70s 
Funk, and House with DJ Bruno. 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB, 
Somerville. DJ Sean 

TIERNAN’S PUB, Boston. DJ Littles. 
TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., “Greg’s 
Saturday Showcase.” At 10 p.m., Mick- 
ey Bones Zydeco. 

TOAST, Somerville. “Prescription Spin- 
ning House.” 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Tay- 
lor Quartet. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
70s, 80s, and ’90s with DJ Zino; pro- 
gressive, top-40, club, and international 
with DJ Steve Anderson 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
From 4 p.m. to 2 a.m., “Christmas Rock 
& Roll Odyssey” with Raging Teens, 
Sean Mencher Combo, Dana Stewart & 
the Old Howards, Lenny & the Piss Poor 
Boys, Rhythm Bound, Two Timin’ 
Three, Johnny Carlevale & the Broken 
Rhythm Boys, Cobra-Matics, Revival 
Preachers, Lauren Marie. 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VAPOR, Boston. “Crosswalk,” with DJs 
David Skye, M.J. 

VENU, Boston. European disco house 
with DJs Javier and Nico and “Mythos,” 
ethnic house and Greek sounds with DJ 
Yorgo 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Vertigo Satur- 
days,” hip hop, R&B, house, and reg- 
gae, with DJ Ron Steel 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 
9:30 p.m., Jason Palmer/Warren Wolf 
Jazz Collective. 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Belly- 
ful. 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 
40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 
Lazee Boy. 

WHO’S ON FIRST, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
DJs Garfield, Disciple, and Nate 
WONDER BAR, Alliston. Rusty Scott 
Quartet. 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
7 p.m., Dan Tepfer Trio. At 9:30 p.m., 
Color & Talea, Applecopter. 

ZUZU, Cambridge. “Soul le lu jah.” 


@ SUNDAY 12 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. At 
5 p.m., “Christie Leigh’s Singer Song- 
writer Series.” At 8 p.m., Mike Doyle. 
ARIA, Boston. “Living Room,” lounge 
and vocal house. 

AURORA, Boston. “Ginseng,” soulful 
house, hip hop, and reggae. 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Gay 
Night,” house with DJ Darrin Friedman. 
THE AVENUE, Allston. “Lounge 
Night.” 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. At 
2:30 p.m., Inchicore. At 5:30 p.m., Old 
Brigade Band. At 9 p.m., ’80s Dance 
Party. 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
“Laid Back Sunday.” 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Armen. 
BOB THE CHEF’S, Boston. At 
10 a.m., “Sunday Jazz Brunch” with 
Paulo Daney Jazz Quartet. 
BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. “Jazz 
Brunch” with Ronnie Ron Duo 
BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox- 
bury. At 11 a.m., “Sunday Brunch” with 
Bobby Ward Trio 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 2 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” Back Room: At 8 p.m., “Singer- 
Songwriter Series” with Danielle 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge 
“Candy’s Blues Jam.” 

CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB, Boston. At 
10 p.m., “RawCuts Hip-hop Night.” 
CLARKE’S, Boston. Stu Sinclair 
CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL, 
Boston. 9 Pound Bag 
CLUB PASSIM, 
Woodowork. 
COSTELLO’S Jamaica Plain. At 9 p.m., 
James Merenda’s Masked Marvels, 


Cambridge 


COTTONWOOD CAFE, Boston. D 
Street Band 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Industry Night” with DJ Paul 
Dailey. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. John 
Erickson 

ENCORE, Boston. Dorothy Miller & 
Michael Larson. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Menage A 
Trois,” Brazilian dance and Eurohouse 
with DJ Roland 

GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL, 
Cambridge. At 9 p.m., Beantown Pro- 
ject. 

GREAT SCOTT, Brighton. Hound, Re- 
fuseniks, Shanghai Valentine 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Swinging 
Johnsons 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
“Beats Not Bombs the Peoples Party” 
with DJ Yamin 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Kieran 
JACQUES UNDERGROUND, 
Boston. “Diamond Dunhill’s Drag-Ons 
Review.” 

JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. At 9 a.m., 
‘Jazz Brunch.” At 4:30 p.m., “Open 
Blues Jam.” At 9 p.m., “Salsa Dancing” 
with Rumba Na Ma 

KENNEDY’S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Julia 
Lloyd 

METROPOLIS, Providence, RI. “In- 
dustry,” uplifting house and dance an- 
thems, with DJ Rick Naples 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Cub Country, Great American, Blind 
King, Iowa 80. Downstairs: “Benefit for 
the Jennifer Stowers Quintal Founda- 
tion” with Syphilloids, Diver Down, Pug 
Uglies, Suspect Device, Joint Custody, 
Sin City Chainsaw, Glamorous Stunt 
Cocks, Blue Bloods, Mike Verge, Eddy 
Dyer. 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Less 
Lonesome 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. DJ MsLa- 
dyJ. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston 
Mike Barrett. 

O’BRIEN’S, Allston. At 9 p.m., Appo- 
mattox, Arboretum. 

O’LEARY’S, Brookline. At 7:30 p.m., 
“Trish Music Session.” 

ORLEANS, Somerville. At 7 p.m., 
“Jazz Session.” 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
9 p.m., Ike Reilly. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. At 
6 p.m., “Celtica.” At 10 p.m., “Bump,” 
house music with DJs Demarkus Lewis, 
George Nessis. 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
5 p.m., Kind of Bluesgrass. At 
9:30 p.m., Hot Tamale Brass Band. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. James 
McKenna Duo. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Mike Janedy. 

REAL DEAL JAZZ CLUB & CAFE 
Cambridge. At 2:30, 5, and 7:30 p.m., 
Rebecca Parris, Herb Pomeroy, Brad 
Hatfield, Peter Kontrimas, Matt Gordy. 
REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., 
“Dubby Sunday” with DJ Brynmore. 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Action 
Sunday” Punk, garage, and rock with 
Dinos & Amy. 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Greg Luttrell. 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn. 

TOAD, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., “Ses- 
sion Americana” with Ry Cavanaugh, 
Sean Staples, Dinty Child, Jimmy Fit- 
ting, Kimon Kirk, Billy Beard. 

TOAST, Somerville. “Brazilian Night.” 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. At noon, 
“Sunday Brunch” with Lee Childs 
Group. At 8 p.m., Gordon Beadle Trio. 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
“International Night” with DJs Nino, 
Antoine, Giulano, and Giovanni. 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Typical Cats, Outer Limitz. 

VAPOR, Boston. “T-Dance,” old school 
house with DJ Danae. 

VENU, Boston. “Carnival,” Brazilian 
night with DJ Adilson. 

VERTIGO, Boston. Caribbean and 
World Beat with DJ Deville 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 4 p.m., 
‘Jazz Jam Session” with Jason Palmer 
Trio. At 9 p.m., Wally’s Stepchildren 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Trio featuring 
Barry Ries. 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
1:30 p.m., “Composers at the Key- 
board” with Alexander Schwartzkopf. 
At 6 p.m., “Boston Singer-Songwriter 
Series” with Audrey Ryan, Dan Gonza- 
las, Casey Holsted, Naomi Sommers. At 
9:30 p.m., Creeple People, Landing, 
Wind Up Bird 

ZUZU, Cambridge. “Central Square 
Hayride” with Johnny Carlevale & the 
Broken Rhythm Boys 
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> LISTINGS 


nents 4 
December 16. 


@ MONDAY 13 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. Picture 
Index. 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Ceremony,” 
goth & industrial. 

AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Static,” Gay 
night drag show with DJ Adilson. 
BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston. 
“Tommy’s Jam Session.” 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Armen. 
BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. “Martini 
Mondays.” 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica 
Plain. “Sonic Ginger,” down tempo 
lounge and dub with DJs Martini and 
Ah Dub. 

BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, Cam- 
bridge. At 9 p.m., “Blues Jam.” Tous- 
saint & the Liberation Band. 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
8 p.m., “Geoff Bartley’s Open Mic.” At 
9:30 p.m., Scott Alarik. 

CHARLIE’S KITCHEN, Cambridge. 
TV Eye, Anti-Love Project, Moki. 
CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB, Boston. At 
9:30 p.m., “Jazz Jam Session” with 
Marianne Solivan. 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Brother 
Blue, Ruth Hill. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Nate 
Watkins. 

ENCORE, Boston. Clara Lofaro Quar- 
tet. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline: House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. “Irish Seisi- 
un.” 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Chester 
French, String Theory. 

HENNESSY’S, Boston. Joe Carson. 
THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. 
Jabe & Jimmy Ryan. 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
8:30 p.m., “Sara Sweet & Little Joe’s 
Karaoke.” 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Chainletter, Throne, Thirdshift, Bril- 
liant Mistake. 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Kitpodtunes.” 
MIDWAY CAFE, 
“Groove Thang.” 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. DJ Easy. 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. “Electrosocial” 
with DJ micL, Protokoll, SPF A Lot, Cas- 
sette 

O’CONNOR’S, Boston. Gannon Broth- 
ers 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
6 p.m., “Open Mic Night” with James 


Jamaica Plain. 


Cleare 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
“Makka Mondays,” Hip-Hop and Reg 
gae with DJs Voyager :01, Uppercut, 
and Blackfinger 


AESOP ROCK performs as part of “A Very Merry Lifmas” at the Paradise next Thursday, 


PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Beek Rhodes & Jefferies. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Scott 
Damgaard. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Mike Janedy. 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Weekly 
Wax.” 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech 
TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., Shwang. 
At 10 p.m., Tim Gearan Band. 

TOAST, Somerville. “Industry Night.” 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Gordon 
Beadle Trio. 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Matt Griffin. 

VAPOR, Boston. “Piano Open Mic” 
with Michelle Curry. 

VERTIGO, Boston. “The Movement,” 
deep house, house, and progressive 
with DJ Eric Santangelo. 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Jose Ramos 
& the Special Blend. 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Trio featuring 
Barry Ries. 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
7 p.m., 3 Play. At 10 p.m., “The Fringe” 
with George Garzone, John Lockwood, 
Bob Gullotti. 

ZUZU, Cambridge. Jeff O’Neil & Adam 
Franks, Rosa Chancewell. 


@ TUESDAY 14 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. Mon- 
tero. 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Lushlife” ’80s night. 

ARIA, Boston. “One Nation Tuesdays,” 
hip-hop, R&B, and reggae, with DJ 
Chubby Chub. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ “Easy on 
the Eyes” Carrie. 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” Back Room: At 7 p.m., “Open 
Mic” with Hugh McGowan. 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Up- 
stairs: At 8 p.m., “Bluegrass Picking 
Party.” At 10 p.m., Adam Dewey & 
Crazy Creek. Downstairs: At 9 p.m., 
“Bluegrass Picking Party.” 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Classic Rock Tues- 
day” with Shovelhead. 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge 
Mic” with Katherine Pritchard. 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Pat 
Funk. 

EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Indus- 
try Night” Hip-hop and R&B with DJ 
Sunone. 

ENCORE, Boston. Bobby Femino 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. Uncle Trou 
ble 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston 


Leeb 


“Open 


House and acid 


Dave 


HENNESSY’S, Boston. Scott Damgaard. 
THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. 
‘Joy: lo-fi indie pop.” 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. “Payback 
Tuesday” with DJs Soul Clap, Randy 
Deshaies, and Ryan Kick. 

JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. lan Moore, 
Jennifer Jackson. 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Lounge Night.” 
KENNEDY’S, Boston. Michael Larson. 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
7:30 p.m., Carla Ryder Band. At 
9:30 p.m., “Boston Undercover” with 
Verona Downs. 

MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. “Public 
House” with Geoff Scott. 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Slow Motion Driver, Quick Release, 
Soft Caustic, Levy. 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Sensitive Hand.” 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. 
Donna Parker. 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. Karaoke 
with Rickie McLean. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston. 
“Texas Hold’em Tuesday.” 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Lot 36,” Latin house with DJ J.C. 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Volume, These 
Thieves, Nathan Campany. 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. Din, 
Spiraling. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
“Deep Tones” with DJ Tym Ryan. 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
8:30 p.m., Lloyd Thayer. 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Dana Z. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., “After- 
work Jazz.” At 10 p.m., DJ Ricky. 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Eaves 
Drop” listening party. 

RYLES, Cambridge. At 8 p.m., David 
Bond Group, Syncopation. 
SCULLERS, Boston. Harvey Mason. 
SISSY K’S, Boston. Stu Sinclair. Up- 
stairs: “In the Biz Hospitality Night,” 
top 40 and popular dance, with DJ Ra- 
mu. 

TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., Liz Mor- 
rison. At 10 p.m., Christian McNeill. 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Tay- 
lor Trio 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cam- 
bridge. Beans, Matters & Dunaway, 
Mus-OK. 

VAPOR, Boston. “Retro Night” with 
DJs Danae and Michael Sheehan. 
VENU, Boston. “Mynt,” international 
sounds with DJ Adilson 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Defmatch” electro- 
backbeat with DJs 
WALLY’S CAFE, 
Stepchildren 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Rusty Scott & 
Mike McKenna Trio 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
7 p.m., Dig Trio. At 9:30 p.m., “Zeit- 
geist Coffeehouse” with Joe Ball 
ZUZU, Cambridge. Gaffney 


Boston. Wally’s 





@ WEDNESDAY 15 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BRASSERIE JO, Boston. At 8:30 p.m., 
Jon DeLucia Trio. 

BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. Ron 
Poster. 

BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox- 
bury. Rollins Ross & Tony Vaughn. 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Candy’s Blues Jam.” 
CAPRICE, Boston 
saint 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Live Wire Lounge” 
with Valhalla Kittens 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Crescent 
& Frost, Ana Egge 


At 9 p.m., Tous- 


COYOTE GRILLE, Cambridge. Greg 
Luttrell 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston 


Music Schmusic 

ENCORE, Boston. Stacy Baker & Brian 
Nash 

THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam- 
bridge. “Galactic Fractures” deep funk 
and rare groove with DJ PJ Gray 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 
EVOS ARTS, Lowell. “Open Mic 
Night.” 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Explode 
Wednesday” with DJ Luca. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. “Rat Pack Karaoke.” 


GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Scott 
Damgaard 

HENNESSY’S, Boston. Joe Carson 
Band 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. “Release 


Wednesday” with DJ Kelvin 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville 
Travis Philharmonic 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Get Over the 
Hump” hip-hop, house, and dance with 
DJ Doc. 

KENNEDY’S, Boston. Michelle Currie 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
7:30 p.m., Naomi Sommers, Noam We- 
instein. At 9:30 p.m., Dennis Brennan 
Band. 

LUPO’S AT THE STRAND, Provi- 
dence, RI. Dark Star Orchestra. 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Crypt,” goth 
synthpop and industrial with DJ Chris 
Ewen, and “System,” electro industrial 
trance power-noise with DJ Hellraiser 
METROPOLIS, Providence, RI. UK 
progressive, tribal, techno, and deep 
house with DJs Hoska and Cliff. 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Suburban Sky, Distinguished Members, 
Non-Famous, Mad Man Films. 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
Tyler Wood. 
MIDWAY CAFE, 
Donna Parker. 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “The Base- 
ment” punk, new wave, dark wave, and 
70s New York Style with DJ Boo Boo 
MURPHY’S LAW, South Boston. 
“Acoustic Open Mic” with Jon Titone. 
NEWS, Boston. At 5:30 p.m., DJ Jay 
Prouty. 

O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Sarah Blacker 
Psychedelia, Omer, Word, DJ LBS. 
ORLEANS, Somerville. “Slow Mo” 
with DJ Mona. 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
6 p.m., Lyfe. At 10 p.m., “Black Out 
Bar” with DJ Mark V, Capitol Radio. 
PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville. Rivulets, 
Miles from Land, Picture Index 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
House music and techno with DJs Case- 
roc, Chris Barnes. 

THE PLACE, Boston. Diana Karthas. 
THE PLAYGROUND, Cambridge 
“Open Mic.” 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Bad 
Art Ensemble 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. Global house 
with DJs Alex & Felix and “Latin 
Lounge” with DJ JC. 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Peter 
Gross. 

Q, Boston. “Violations.” 

THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., “After- 
work Jazz.” At 10 p.m., DJ Ricky. 
RAMROD, Boston. “Twitch: 
wave, goth, industrial with DJ Mac 
REDLINE, Cambridge. NPG Allstars. 
REMINGTON’S, Boston. At 8:30 p.m., 
Al Vega Trio, Johnny Souza 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Primitive 
Sounds: American Blues, Gospel, Roots.” 
RYLES, Cambridge. Alfredo Cardim 
Bossa Nova Trio 

SERAFINA, Concord. At 6:30 p.m., 
Paul Broadnax, Nathalie Marsh 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Fishken 
& Groves, Jim Fitzpatrick 

SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Live Salsa.” 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip-hop and 
top 40 with DJ Ren Justice 


Chandler 


Jamaica Plain. 


new 


TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., “Soul 
Therapy” with Ted Drozdowski, Andrew 
Mazzone. At 10 p.m., John Troy Band 


TOAST, Somerville. “Gay Night 
Continued on page 22 
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SET 
Fett Bostou 
S33 Washington St. 
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[MIDWAY CAFE 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9 
VAMPIRE CAN'T 














ESS 
CRYSTAL COCK OVER CANADA 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10 
TRUTH SERUM PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS 
A BENEFIT FOR THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL. 
CAMP. FOR GIRLS 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 
LADY OF SPAIN 
INVISIBLE RAYS 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 
THE LESS LONESOME 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 
MIDWAY GROOVE THANG 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
DONNA PARKER 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS GALORE! 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
TRACK SUIT + SHRINKING ISLAN 


www.midwaycafe.com 
3496 Washington St. / Jamaica Plain / 
524-9038 


Night Club & Sports Bar 


LIVE BANBs — 
DIS 
DANCING 
9 POOL TABLES 
DARTS 
14 TVs 


G17.471.7788 <- 


Jazz Composers 
Alliance Orchestra 





CALL 617.828.1754 





Friday & Saturday, December 10 & 11 


LATIN DJs 


Monday, December 13 


MAMBO MONDAY 


W/ HAVANA CLUB 
Wednesday, December 15 


MIDDLE EASTERN MUSIC 
W/ LIVE BELLY DANCING 


280 GREEN ST., CAMBRIDGE 
(617) 876-1655 





Rane + The Highway w/ Margaret's Project 
* Baywa 


Melodeego "Runnin’ Outta Daylight 
CD release Party! All Night!!! 


Steve Rowan « Sam Hooper Group 
The Buster Cox Band » Melodeego 


Bert and The Method & Result 


Christie Leigh Singer Songwriter Series 
* Alien Handiey’s Lo Key w/ Special 


Re-cognition « Android and Arch Hare 
Picture index w/ Death to Tyrants & The Verhsok 
‘ ‘ 


Cormier's Comedy Madness — Dez Montero 


The Shrilis 





The South Shore’s 
Best Nightlife 


Featuring Entertainment 
G6 Nights a Week 


JUINGY CENTER RED LINE G@ 


FRL. 12/10 
GET SOME FRIDAYS 
w/ the Freaka’s Spinning 
Old School, Hip Hop, 
80’s Dance 


SAT. 12/11 
PARTY CENTRAL SATURDAYS 
DJ Mike spins all your party 
favorites 


clubsaquincy@hotmail.com 





He’s a Latin 
guy, 25, 
always open 
to new 
experiences 
and new in 
town. 


And he’s wait- 
ing for you in... 


‘jeentys| personals 
















LiVvE BANDS 
sAZZ 

IWING 
LATIN JAZZ 
runik—K 
BLUES 

WE GOT HISTORY 


LIVE MLISIC 365% DAYS A VEAR 


WALLY'’'S CAFE Est 1947 
BOSTON, MA O51ts Phone: at7-224.140. 


3 Ave x “a 





BOSTON'S #1 
JAZZ CLUB! 


Tue. Dec. 14 


with Joey Calderazzo & James Genus 


Thu. Dec. 16 
BiG BAD 
vooD0 


Show times: 
617-562-4111 


ueen 0 


DEC}23NeRMMMM | DEC 28-30 


Dot pi 


eT 
Crt) Suvips 


SCULLERS JAZZ CUD cis 


Happy New Year's Eve 


CHRIS BOTTI 


call for Special New Year's Eve po 7 


party package information 
617-562-4111 


Mon.-Thur.8 & 10PM; Fri.-Sat. 8 &10:30PM; Sun. 7 & SPM 





f New Orleans 


7:30 & 10PM JULY. 
Jn45648 THE BAD PLUS ¢ Jay 12 ALLAN HOLDSWORTH TRIO + JAh20.21 BILL CHARLAP TRIO 


eetbeanc econ nec te nnines= Rutaneer 





For Tix & info: 617.395.7757 or www.regattabarjazz.com 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX MUSIC DECEMBER 10, 2004 21 











> LISTINGS 


Continued from page 21 

TOMMY DOYLE’S, Cambridge 
‘Open Mic” with Will Daily 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Tay- 
lor Trio 
TRATTORIA IL 
“Greek Night.” 
T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
50 Ft. Wave, Count Me Outs, Songs 
from a Random House 

VAPOR, Boston. Latino night with DJ 


PANINO, 


Boston 


Adilson 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Anitya,” psy-trance 
with DJs Dino, Mathwin, and Dave 


Henshaw with special guests 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston 
Stepchildren 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Brian 
Knoxtet and Cancura/Rampersaud 
Quartet 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Leo Blanco. 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
7 p.m., Austin McMahon Jazz Trio. At 
9:30 p.m., Laurel Brauns, Dan 
Blakeslee, Casey Dienel 

ZUZU, Cambridge. Specific Heats 


@ THURSDAY 16 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. At 9 p.m., 
lege Night” with DJG. 

ARIA, Boston. NYC hip-hop with guest 
DJs. 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Hot & 
Heavy Thursday” with DJ Caprice 
THE AVENUE, Allston. At 7 p.m., 
‘Acoustic Pop” with Will Daly. At 9 p.m., 
‘Dance Your Ass Off” DJ Hoff 

AXIS, Boston. At 7 p.m., Unwritten 
Law, Denver Harbor, Dropping Daylight 
At 10 p.m., DJ Nailz, Tasty & Taner K 
spinning vocal and progressive house 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
*80s and today with DJ Scorch. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton 
“Open Mic.” 

BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. At 5 p.m., 
“After Work Thursday.” 

BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. Ron 
Poster. 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. 
R&B and commercial dance with DJ 
George 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” Back Room: At 10 p.m., Swing- 
ing Johnsons 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. “Ab- 
solute,” house & trance with DJ Stezo. 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Ray 
Greene Band. 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Thirsty Thursday” 
with Hot Like Fire, DJ Bird 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Pamela 
Means, Natalie Zukerman 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. “Love 
Night,” ’80s, all vinyl with DJ Brian. 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Chart & Dance” with DJ Doc 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Blue 
Soul 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “Red Vel- 
vet,” with DJs Geespin and Master Jay. 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Latin 
Lounge,” with DJ JC. 


Wally’s 


DJ Keith 
“Col- 


ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie. 





ys 12489700 | 


Discounted Parking at 
75 State Street Garage 


www.comedyconnectionboston.com § 


HIS WEEKEND! 















JOJO plays the “Jingle Ball” at Tsongas Arena this 


Thursday, December 9. 


THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cambridge. 
Hip-hop with DJs Hua Hsu and Cchay. 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 
EVOS ARTS, Lowell. “Second World 
Reggae Lounge” with Lady Lee & Mang 
Dub. 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Heaven & 
Hell,” house and hip-hop with DJs 
Chaos, Mr. Aru 

FELT, Boston. “Liquid” with DJs Chris 
DeSimone & Jynx. 

FOLKAL POINT COFFEEHOUSE, 
Medford. “Open Mic” with Oen Kennedy. 
GREAT SCOTT, Brighton. USAISA- 
MONSTER. 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Jon Fred- 
erik Band. 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting 
Vinnies. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 
“Throwdown Thursday” Hip-hop, reg- 
gae, R&B with DJ Dubz and 40D. 
HANNAHN’S, Somerville. Reggae and 
house with guest DJs. 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Tides, 
Todd Martin. 

HENNESSY’S, Boston. Me & Julio. 
HIGH STREET GRILLE, Boston. Lit- 
tle Joe Cook. 

HONG KONG, Cambridge. Main- 
stream, house & Reggae with DJ Bob. 
THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. 
Frank Morey. 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Cherry. 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 
Boston. At 6 p.m., Clay Brown Trio. 
JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE, 
Cambridge. At 9:30 p.m., Dan Tepfer Trio. 












JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. “Make a 
Wish Benefit” with Commander Cody 
JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Up- 
stairs: DJ John Tringall. Downstairs: 
Me & Julio. 

THE KELLS, Allston. 
with DJs Edgar & Mike Gioscia. 
KENNEDY’S, Boston. John Mansfield. 
THE KINSALE, Boston. Stretch. 

LA BOOM, Boston. At 11 p.m., “Privi- 
lege,” international house with DJs 
Manos Linoxilakis and Christoph 
Muller. 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 


9:30 p.m., “Boston Pop Underground” 
presents Mittens, Stargazer Lily, Sean 
Altman 


MACHINE, Boston. “Human Thurs- 
day” with DJs Sean Caron and Angles 
MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Campus,” alter- 
native boypop with DJ Chris Ewen and 
high energy house with DJ Brad Gwynn. 
MANTRA Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“Mantra Thursday” DJs spin eclectic 
international, vocal-house, & hip-hop. 
MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. 
“Round Midnight Jazz Session.” 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Aberdeen City, Faces on Film, Silent 
Service, MYTVS, Cyanide Valentine. 
Downstairs: Masta Killa, Killah Priest, 
Ra the Rugged Man, Vordul, Jake the 
Snake, Irepress. 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Murky Thunder Clap Chop” with 
Grammerface. 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Inter- 
national Pen Pal, Swim Team. 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Soma,” with DJ Omar. 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. 
Karaoke.” 

ORLEANS, Somerville 
tice. 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
6 p.m., Butterfly Boucher. At 10 p.m., 
“The Bubble Up: Rub a Dubwise Reg- 
gae Night” with DJ Bud E. Green 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 
9 p.m., “Very Merry Lifmas” with Per- 
ceptionists, Aesop Rock 
PARRIS, Boston. DJ Lou. 
PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville 
dence, Sunchunck. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
“Elements,” drum ‘n bass with DJs 
Crook, and Lenore 

THE PLACE, Boston. Greg Lutrell 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Paul Speidel 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. DJ David Mee 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Flanagan with musical guest Jim Plun- 
kett. 

Q, Boston. “Weekend Warm” 
Craig Smooth. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Littles. 

REAL DEAL JAZZ CLUB & CAFE 
Cambridge. At 7:30 and 10 p.m., 
McCoy Tyner Quartet, Gary Bartz. 
REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., “Re 
union Thursday” with NPG All-Stars. 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “For Real, 
Too Reel with Dali, Ross & Paul: Elec- 
tro, Funk, ’80s Flashback 

ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Lounge: Tribal 
House and Break beat funk with DJ 
Jonathan Theory. 


“High Octane 


DJ Ren Jus- 


Resi- 


with DJ 


“Fun House” 


THE ROXY, Boston. At 
“The Latin Quarter,” salsa, 
bachata, and house 
SCULLERS, Boston 
Daddy. 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. Up- 
stairs: popular dance, with DJ Deja. 
SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. groove- 
latoR 

SOPHIA’S, Boston 
DJ JR Vega. 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. 
Night” with DJ B-Spin 
SW1, Boston. Hip-hop, R &B, and Reg- 
gae with and DJ Renell. 

TIERNAN’S PUB, Boston. Pete Massa. 
TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn. 


10:30 p.m., 
merengue, 


Big Bad Voodoo 


“Latin Night” with 


“College 


TOAD, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., Caged 
Heat. 

TOAST, Somerville. “Premier Night for 
Women.” 


TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris 
Taylor Trio. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
“Young Professionals Club.” 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cam- 
bridge. “Royal Pop Collective Central 
Square X-Mas Party” with Anushka 
Pop, Bocks, Orange Park, Malvern 
21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VAPOR, Boston. “MOCCA,” hip hop 
and R&B with DJs KC and Ron Steel 
VENU, Boston. NYC house with DJ 
Nailz and “ISE-O spa” with DJ Tasty. 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Diversify Thurs- 
days,” soulful house with DJ Fran and 
UK hard house and progressive trance 
with DJs JLong, Tek, and Catatonic and 
guest DJs 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston 
Mela Quintet. 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Ele- 
phant House. 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston 
“Late Night Lounge.” 

WHISKEY PARK, Boston. At 8 p.m., 
“Christmas Cocktail Soiree” with DJ 
Sensae. 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Lang- 
ford Quartet 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Dead Texan 

ZUZU, Cambridge. “Puma Presents: 
Beats & Treats.” 


comedy 
@ THURSDAY 9 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Boston Attitude” with Greg 
Howell. 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
8 p.m., “Tribe Improv.” 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., “The R-Rated Hypnotist” 
with Frank Santos. 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Jerry 
Peasley, Cesar Cervantes, John Lincoln, 
Rob O'Reilly, Shane Mauss, Christian 
Lynch, Jon Rineman, MB Cowan, Nate 
Johnson. 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 
8 p.m., “Lies, Half Truths and the 
American Way.” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m., “UnNatural Selec- 
tion.” At 10 p.m., “The Great and Se- 
cret Comedy Show.” 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY, Somerville. At 7:30 p.m., “The 
Ding Ho Reunion: 25 Year’s of the Best 
of Boston Comedy” with Barry Crim- 
mins, Jack Gallagher, Don Gavin, 
Kenny Rogerson, Jimmy Tingle. 
NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. At 
8:45 p.m., Jim Coliton, Jack Lynch, 
Mike Kaplan 


@ FRIDAY 10 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Boston Attitude” with Tony 
Moschetto 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8 and 10:15 p.m., Sinbad. 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. 
Brian Kiley, Malissa Hunt, John 
Curtin, MB Cowan, Daniella Capolino, 
Adam Pearlman, Steve Calechman. 
DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA 
BLOSSOM, North Andover. Bob 
Gautreau, Joe List, Shane Moss. 
IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 9 and 
11 p.m., “Lies, Half Truths and the 
American Way.” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m., “Carole Lombard 
Live!” At 10 p.m., “Theatre Sports.” 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY, Somerville. At 7:30 p.m., “The 
Ding Ho Reunion: 25 Year’s of the Best 
of Boston Comedy” with Barry Crim- 
mins, Jack Gallagher, Brian Kiley, Tony 
V, Jimmy Tingle. 


Francisco 








Saugus. At 8 and 
Mark Scalia, 


KOWLOON, 
10 p.m., Jim Lauletta, 
Mike O'Neil 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. At 
8:45 p.m., Jim Coliton, Jack Lynch, 
Mike Kaplan 

NICK’S MAUI, Brockton. At 9 p.m., 
Ken Rogerson, Al Klemick, Johnny K 


@ SATURDAY 11 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “BostonAttitude” with Tony 
Moschetto. 

CHOPS LOUNGE, Boston At 10 p.m., 
“Larry Lee Lewis Comedy Show.” 
COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
7:30 p.m., Sinbad. At 10:15 p.m., Paul 
Nardizzi, Brian Powers. 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA 
BLOSSOM, North Andover. Bob 
Gautreau, Joe List, Shane Moss. 
IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 and 
10 p.m., “Lies, Half Truths and the 
American Way.” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 6 p.m., “ImprovBoston Fami- 
ly Show.” At 8 and 10 p.m., “Improv- 
Boston Mainstage.” 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY, Somerville. At 7:30 p.m., “The 
Ding Ho Reunion: 25 Year’s of the Best 
of Boston Comedy” with Barry Crim- 
mins, Jack Gallagher, Brian Kiley, 
Jimmy Tingle. 
KOWLOON, Saugus. 
10 p.m., Jim Lauletta, 
Mike O’Neil. 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
9 p.m., “Nice Jewish Girls Gone Bad” 
with Golem 


mM SUNDAY 12 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Open Mic Night” with Mike D. 
BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, Cam- 
bridge. At 9:30 p.m., “Hari-Kari 
Karaoke Jewkbox.” 
CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 
6912), 74 Warrenton St., 
8 p.m., “Comedy Fiasco.” 
COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
7 and 9:15 p.m., Sinbad. 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. 
Patrick Bulger, Andrea Henry, Dan 
Sally, MB Cowan, Corey Manning, 
Janet Cormier, Erin Judge, Tissa Hami, 
Shane Webb, Tommy Morello. 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m., “Sergeant Culpep- 
per Memorial Improvisational Jam- 
boree.” 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY, Somerville. At 7:30 p.m., “The 
Ding Ho Reunion: 25 Year’s of the 
Best of Boston Comedy” with Barry 
Crimmins, Jack Gallagher, Bob Lam- 
ont & Ron Lynch, Bob Siebel, Jimmy 
Tingle. 

KING’S, Boston. At 8 p.m., 
Open Mic Night” with Tony V. 


@ MONDAY 13 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 


At 8 and 
Mark Scalia, 


(617-426- 
Boston. At 


“Comedy 


8 p.m., “Amateur Showcase” with 
Kevin Knox. 

KENNEDY’S, Boston. “Comedy 
Night.” 


@ TUESDAY 14 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. 
Cormier’s Comedy Madness.” 
COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. 
Paul Nardizzi, Robbie Printz. 


m@ WEDNESDAY 15 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
5 p.m., “Guys for Eyes Benefit.” 
COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Tony 
V, Sarah Osteen, Professor Bromberg, 
Bill Campbell, Joey Carroll, Lee Ann 
Price, MB Cowan, Charlie Hatton, Joe 
Wong, Eric Cheung. 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 
8 p.m., “Lies, Half Truths and the 
American Way.” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m. “Hump Fringe 
Show.” 


@ THURSDAY 16 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Comedy Showcase” with Greg 
Howell. 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
8 p.m., “Tribe Improv.” 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., “R-Rated Hypnosis Show” 
with Frank Santos 


“Janet 


COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. 
Patrice Vinci, Malene Welch, Seth 
Early, Myq Kaplan, MB Cowan, David 
Grabiner, EJ Murphy, Tim Kaelin 
IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 
8 p.m., “Big Dig, The End of an Error.” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m. “UnNatural Selec- 
tion.” At 10 p.m., “The Great and Se- 
cret Comedy Show.” 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY, Somerville. At 7:30 p.m., “The 
Ding Ho Reunion: 25 Year’s of the Best 
of Boston Comedy” with Tom Gilmore, 
Martin Olson, Chance Langton, Jim 
Morris, Bob Siebel, Jimmy Tingle 
NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., Paul DeAngelo, Joe Carroll. 


concerts 


@ THURSDAY 9 
BARENAKED LADIES perform 
Thurs.-Fri. at 7:30 p.m. at the Or- 
pheum, 1 Hamilton Pl., Boston. Tickets 
$37.50-$45.50; (617) 931-2000. 
BELA FLECK & THE FLECKTONES 
perform at 8 p.m. at the Lowell Memo- 
rial Auditorium, 50 East Merrimack St., 
Lowell. Tickets $33.50; (617) 931- 
2000. 

BERKLEE SINGERS’ SHOWCASE is 
at 8:15 p.m. at Berklee Performance 
Center, 136 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tickets 
$15-$30; (617) 747-2261. 

JINGLE BALL 2004 with Ashlee 
Simpson, JoJo, Ryan Cabrera, Black 
Eyed Peas, Gavin DeGraw, Kelly Clark- 
son, Simple Plan, John Mayer, Switch- 
foot, Vanessa Carlton, Christina Milian, 
and Los Lonely Boys is at 6 p.m. at the 
Tsongas Arena, 300 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Way, Lowell. Tickets $35; (617) 
931-2000. 

JIM PORCELLA presents a tribute to 
the ‘40s and the Big Band Era at 7 p.m. 
at the Brighton Branch Library, 40 
Academy Hill Rd., Brighton. Free; 
(617) 782-6032. . 


@ FRIDAY 10 

BRIGHT LIGHT GROUP performs at 
8 p.m. at Artists-at-Large Gallery, First 
Congregational Church of Hyde Park, 6 
Webster St., Boston. Suggested dona- 
tion $10; (781) 631-7641. 
PRISCILLA HERDMAN performs at 
8 p.m. at First Parish of Watertown, 35 
Church St., Watertown. Tickets $14, 
$12 for seniors; (617) 924-3795. 
BARENAKED LADIES. See listing for 
Thurs. 


@ SATURDAY 11 

BRANDEIS JAZZ ENSEMBLE per- 
forms 8 p.m. at the Slosberg Recital 
Hall, 415 South St., Waltham. Tickets 
$10, $5 for students, seniors; (781) 
736-3400. 

THE DISTANCE, THE LOVED 
ONES, AND S.O.S. perform at 6 p.m. 
at the ICC, 557 Cambridge St., Allston; 
(617) 782-8120. 

JAZ-MOBI PROJECT WITH PAULA 
ZEITLIN performs at 7 p.m. at the Ar- 
lington Center for the Arts, 41 Foster 
St., Arlington. Tickets $10; (781) 648- 
6220. 

ONE RING ZERO performs at 8 p.m. 
MASS MoCA, off Marshall St., North 
Adams. Tickets $16; (413) 662-2111. 
“PRETTIER THAN YOU DRAG 
REVUE” is Sat. at 3 and 8 p.m. and 
Sun. at 8 p.m. at the Boston Conserva- 
tory Theater, 31 Hemenway St., 
Boston. Tickets $10, $5 for students; 
(617) 912-9222. 

RAMBAX MIT performs Senegalese 
drumming at 9 p.m. at Lobdell Dining 
Hall, Stratton Student Center, 84 Mass. 








Ave., Cambridge. Free; (617) 253- 
9800. 
M@ SUNDAY 12 


EDDIE LEVERT & GERALD LEV- 
ERT WITH A.J. JAMAL perform at 
7:30 p.m. at the Orpheum Theatre, 1 
Hamilton Pl., Boston. Tickets $41-$66; 
(617) 931-2000. 

KEVIN SPACEY sings the songs of 
Bobby Darin at 8 p.m. at the 
Somerville Theatre, 55 Davis Sq., 
Somerville. Tickets $35.50; (617) 931- 
2000. 

“PRETTIER THAN YOU DRAG 
REVUE.” See listing for Sat. 


@ WEDNESDAY 15 

CHRIS ALLEN’S ORANGE LINE 
performs at 8 p.m. at Artists-at-Large 
Gallery, First Congregational Church of 
Hyde Park, 6 Webster St., Boston. Tick- 
ets $5; (617) 276-3223. 

JOE MORRIS & COMPANY per- 
forms at 8 p.m. at Artists-at-Large 
Gallery, First Congregational Church 
of Hyde Park, 6 Webster St., Boston. 
Suggested donation $5; (781) 631- 
7641. 




















COMPLIMENTARY MOVIE PASSES 


101.7 . es 
“i Phoenix 


Invite you and a guest to a special advance 
screening on Wednesday, December 16 at 7pm 
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Robert Ben Dustin Barbra 
De Niro Stiller Hoffman Streisand 
















UNIVERSAL PICTURES ano DREAMWORKS PICTURES» PRESENT A TRIBECA / EVERYMAN PICTURES proouction 
AJAY ROACH Fu ROBERT DENIRO BEN STILLER DUSTIN HOFFMAN ano BARBRA STREISAND “MEET THE FOCKERS 
[ARES SanasaNbe) BLYTHE DANNER TERI POLO “Sy RANDY NEWMAN oecuccers NANCY TENENBAUM AMY SAYRES 
cx SU OF HAAS AF LANA & MARY RUTH CLARKE "52 JANE ROSENTHAL ROBERT DENIRO JAY ROACH 
mos IM HERIFELD a MARC HYMAN "8 JIM HERZFELO ww JOHN HAMBURG! JAY ROACH 
DREAMWORKS [ 


wure.moettnetockors.com A UNIVERSAL PICTURE »xcEpeas 


© 2004 UMIVERER STUDIOS AND ORE AMWORHRS LLC 


Some Materia} Be in e for Children Under 13 
CRUDE AND SEXUAL HUMOR, 











PICTURES 





Listen to 101.7 FNX for your chance to win tickets! 
OPENS FRIDAY DECEMBER 17 


This film is rated PG-13. Supplies limited. No phone calls please. 
One pass per person. No purchase necessary. 











Kelly Clarkson 
Breakaway 


WAN HET Sago 







UNIVERSAL 


a Van Helsing 
DVD 





Seven (New Line 
Platinum Series) 
DVD 


Da Ali G Show - Da 


Compleet First Seazon 


(2-disc Set Including 


Unseen Footage) 
DVD 








Diana DeGarmo 
Blue Skies 


Family Guy - 
Volume Two, Season 3 
DVD 





Titanic 
DVD 


Seinfeld - Limited 
Edition Gift Set 


(Seasons 1-3 with 
Original Script, Salt & 
Pepper Shakers, and 


Playing Cards) 
DVD 


TRY BEFORE YOU BUY. 


OVER 2 MILLION TRACKS AVAILABLE! 





Ludacris 
The Red Light District 






Josh Groban 
Live At The Greek 
DVD 


Madden 2005 
PS2 
GAME 


cael 
PREVIEW 10,000 MOVIE CLIPS! TOP 20 DVDs ALWAYS ON SALE! 





Morrissey 
You Are The Quarry 





Alicia Keys 
The Diary Of 
Alicia Keys 





Spider-Man 2 
(Special Edition) 
DvD 





DodgeBall: A True 


Underdog Story 
DVD 


BAITLER ROSE 
rir 


Star Wars: Battlefront 
PS2 
GAME 


Boston: 360 Newbury St. 617-896-0950 \MEGASTORE 
Holiday Savings. Part of The Complete Collection. -#VIRGINMEGA.COM) 


Joss Stone 
Mind Body & Soul 


ray charles 


i-* 
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Ray Char es 
Genius Loves 
Company 





Absolutely Fabulous 
Complete Series 5 
DVD 





South Park - Bigger, 
Longer & Uncut 
DVD 





Grand Theft Auto: 
San Andreas 

PS2 

GAME 





Anita Baker 
My Everything 





Seal 
Best: 1991- 2004 





Friends - The Series 
Finale (Exclusive 
Limited Edition) 

DVD 





The Simpsons - The 
Complete Fourth Season 
(Collector's Edition) 

DvD 


Deadline 
DvD 





Garden State 
(Music From The 
Motion Picture) 










Lindsay Lohan 
Speak 


The Battle Of Algiers 
(The Criterion 
Collection) 

DVD 





Animal Farm 

From George Orwell's 
Classic Novel (Special 
Collector’s Edition) 
DvD 


..AND HUNDREDS 
MORE TO CHOOSE 
FROM! 





*11/16-12/24. While supplies last. Offer valid in US Virgin Megastores only. Offer not available online @ virginmega.com or at Virgin airport locations. 


SHOP OUR NEW FASHIONS AND COOL GEAR FROM VIRGIN, ROCK & REPUBLIC, BLUE MARLIN AND MORE. 
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With eight interconnected mountains, 128 trails and the most dependable snow in New 


England, you'll find a run for every age, ability and taste, and conditions you can count on 800-543-2SKI 


all winter long. Ski and stay packages start at just. $59.95 for slopeside lodging, a lift ticket : 
e lis ta P eme “ www.sundayriver.com 


and a free Perfect Turn* clinic. 


; a registered trademark of Sunday River Skiw 


04 American Skiing Company. All rights reserved 
































December 2004 - January 2005 





Mon. Dec. 13 


a 


























Fri. Dec. 10 
7pm 


























ALL SCHEDULES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 





Tue. Dec.14 | Wed. Dec.15 | Thu. Dec.16 | Fri. Dec. 17 

no show no show 8 pm 8 pm 7pm 
ne | 
Mon. Dec.20| Tue. Dec.21 | Wed. Dec.22 |} Thu. Dec.23 | Fri. Dec.24 
no show “8pm 8 pm 8 pm 2+5 pm 
| Mon. Dec.27 | Tue. Dec.28 | Wed. Dec. 09 | Thu. Dec. 30 oe cai 
2,548 pm | 2,54+8pm_ | 2,5+8 pm 2,5+8 pm 47410 pm 
LA & 





whe 


coo 





HOLIDAY SHOPPING 
MADE EASY. 





Sun. Dec. 12 
2+5 pm 


Sat. Dec. 11 
4,7+10 pm 





























| Sun. Dec. 19 
2+5 pm 


Sat. Dec. 18 
4,7+10 pm 


Sat. Dec. 25 
Christmas 
no show 


Sat. Jan. 1 
New Year's Day 


4,/+10 pm 















Sun. Dec. 26 
2,5+8 pm 













Sun. Jan. 2 
2,5+8 pm 











Gift certificates and holiday schedule available at blueman.com! - 





GROUP 





REGULAR SCHEDULE 
Wed+Thu 8pm, 
Fri 7pm, Sat 4,7+10pm, 
Sun 2+5pm 





CONTACT INFORMATION 


ticketmaster 617.931.2787 





ticketmaster.com 


Info+Group Sales 617.426.6912 





CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 74 Warrenton Street Boston 
1.800.BLUEMAN blueman.com ‘ie 















$15 OFF TICKETS!” 
Tues, Wed & Thurs Eve/Select Seats 
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Handcrafted holidays 
by Darcy Heitzke 

Please everyone on your list with a 
one-of-a-kind creation from a local 


artist. 


The lazy elf 

by David Valdes Greenwood....page 10 
No energy for fighting the crowds 

at the local mall? Smart Santas shop 


online. 


Quit wine-ing 
by Laryn Ivy 

This year, why not bring a unique 
gift to the hosts of your holiday par- 


ties? 


" Sweet — and savory — 


dreams 
by Ruth Tobias 


DECEMBER 14 - 19 
THE WILBUR THEATRE 


Splurge on a fantasy-dining 
experience this holiday season. 


Dog days ; a0 : 
by Genevieve Rajewski page 26 " eahenh in Sammi: 617-880-2400. 


Groups (12+) 617-482-9616. 


THY 617-426-3444 mm il 
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Where to shop for passionate 
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g 
fans, pups, and philanthropists. , 
t 


“Rear Mezz & Balc/Not valid on $25 tickets/Subject to availability 5 
Fer ae eabtik to Hoteiing Sena anes eacien: angen, No exchanges or refunds. # 
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HOLIDAY POPS 2004 AVAILABLE DATES 


DECEMBER 13 MON 8pm 
DECEMBER 14 TUE 4pm 


e Evening concert sponsored by UBS 


8pme 


DECEMBER 16 THU 3pm TV PREP 
DECEMBER17 FRI 4pm 
DECEMBER 18 SAT t1am 
DECEMBER 19 SUN lam 7:30pm 
DECEMBER 20 MON 4pm 8pme 


e Evening concert sponsored by American Airlines 


DECEMBER 21 TUE 4pm 8pm 
DECEMBER 22 WED 4pms 8pm 
DECEMBER 23 THU 4pms 8pm 
DECEMBER 24 FRI 12pm 
DECEMBER 26 SUN 3pm 7:30pm 
DECEMBER 27 MON 4pm 8pm 
DECEMBER 28 TUE 8pm 
DECEMBER 29 WED 8pm 
DECEMBER 30 THU 8pm 


_ Meet Keith Lockhart at a 
CD signing of the Pops new 
CD Sleigh Ride following the 


December 21, 22, and 23, 4pm 





——— 
| 


2 a * 











Net eu v Years Eve 


EMBER 
ESPLANADE ORCHESTRA 


Count down to the New Year, 2005, 
with the Boston Pops for a spectacular 
evening of music, refreshments, and 
dancing. The doors open at 8:30pm for 
entertainment throughout the Hall. 
The concert begins at 10:15pm and will 
be followed by post-concert dancing 
and desserts. 

TICKET PRICES: 

Floor Table Seats: $165, $110 


First Balcony: $100 
Second Balcony: $75 


SORE RRR ee | 


Give the ain PF music with a BSO Gift Certifi icate! 
Available in any amount toward the purchase of tickets to a BSO, Pops, or 
a performance. Or, shee be used at the apy aneP or Café. 





Tickets: $23 — $107 (617) 266-1200 * www.bostonpops.org 


All patrons, regardless of age, must have a ticket. In consideration of other patrons, please note that children under the age 


of four are not permitted at evening Holiday Pops performances. For services, ticketing, and information for persons with 


disabilities call (617) 638-9431. 


& J} TDD/TTY (617) 638-9289 
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Season Sponsor 


delity 


VESTMENTS 


le 


FILENE'S 


Supporting Sponsor 


Herald Media Inc. =” 
Media Sponsor 
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THE ART EMPORIUM 


CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING 


FINE ART SUPPLIES 


ART GALLERY FEATURING ee 


CELEBRATE OUR FIRST HOLIDAY SEASON 


ORIGINAL ART & LIMITED EDITION PRINTS SPEND $50 OR MORE AND RECEIVE / 


WWW.ARTEMPORIUM.US 
32 CHES I NUT ST 
NEEDHAM MA | 781-449-6722 


GIETWRAP NOT INCLUDED 3 











Handcrafted holidays 


Please everyone on your list with a one-of-a-kind creation from a local artist 


BY DARCY HEITZKE 


VERY YEAR THE holidays bring the 

same challenge: what to buy for each 

of our family members and friends. 
And although the holidays come about at 
the same time each year, for some reason 
they seem to sneak up and catch us off 
guard. We’re always strapped for time, and 
sometimes don’t put as much thought as we 
should into the gifts we buy. How many 
times have you circled the mall at the last 
minute, desperately searching for a sweater, 
a shirt, or pajamas for a loved one? How 
many socks, DVDs, and kitchen gadgets have 
you sprung on various family members? 
How many times has each of them feigned 
surprise after unwrapping one of your bor- 
ing, redundant gifts? 

This year, avoid overcrowded malls and 
mass-produced chain-store items altogether, 
and support some hard-working local arti- 
sans instead. Fill your loved ones’ stockings 
with beautiful handmade, one-of-a-kind 
gifts. And don’t worry, you won't have to 
spend a lot of time searching high and low 
to find these artists — the Boston area is 
crawling with them. Even if you’re not 
sure exactly what you're seeking, 
you can pop into one or two of 
the upcoming local craft fairs to 
browse the displays, snack on 
goodies, and take in the holi- 
day spirit — and maybe 
some of the creative energy 
will inspire you while you’re 
there. 


Handbags 

Does someone on 
your shopping list 
have a weakness for 
vintage accessories? 
If so, a handbag 
from Pistachio by 
Marissa Danielle 
($45-$140) might be 
a perfect gift. Marissa 
Danielle Perry of Fram- 
ingham has created a line 
of handbags that incorporates 
refurbished vintage bags with 
various new and recycled materials 
such as brooches, leather, crystal rhinestones, 
velvet ribbon, and appliqué. Each Pistachio 

handbag is a one-of-a-kind 



























creation. Head to Mint Julep or Holiday 


to pick up one of these innovative bags. Perry 


will also have her wares available at the 
South End Holiday Market. 
From the same vintage vein comes a 
handbag line from Devine Mac, a 
joint collaboration of Bridget Devine 
and Toni MacDonald-Fein. Long- 
time friends and co-crafters, the 
two have created nine handbag 
styles ($40-$125), each made 
from recycled vintage fabrics 
that have been altered with 
embroidery, knitting, cro- 
chet, or appliqué. 





Devine Mac i 4 
‘Handy’ bag j 





Brown Bags Couture 
tweed bag 
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Femme Metale 
Bronagh bag 


Audrey Jacks 


Using geometric patterns and imagi- 
native fabric and color combinations, 
Devine and MacDonald-Fein have cre- 
ated an offbeat, eye-catching line. 
Devine Mac handbags can be pur- 
chased at the upcoming Bazaar Bizarre 
as well as through the pair’s Web site. 

For a slick, industrial-style handbag 
(something every woman should have), be 
sure to check out the modern, innovative 
Femme Metale bags by Helen Duncan of 
Somerville. Femme Metale was created last 
summer as a representation of “woman in 
urban society.” Duncan’s futuristic Bron- 

agh bags are made by hand, using 
zinc and steel for the exteriors, 
“& metal suspension cable for the 
i handles, and nuts and 


y- 





interiors are lined 
} with satin or silk 
and serve as an 
unusual opposi- 
tion to the cold, hard ex- 
£*\ teriors. Duncan is highly 
/ *%4 resourceful, finding most 
; of her materials at 
| Home Depot and other 
« hardware stores. Some 
, of her other designs, 
‘A ; such as the Siberian and 
the Polar, incorporate 
fuzzy materials perfect for 
_fi the winter season. Her 
‘ Bronagh bags are available 
at Turtle ($130), and all 
of her styles ($50-$150) 
can be found on her Web 
site. Cibeline in Davis 
Square also plans to 
carry select Femme Met- 
ale handbags this holi- 
day season, and Dun 
can will be selling 
them at the Cam- 
bridge Center for 
Adult Education’s 
Holly Fair. 
Cambridge’s Amy 
Brown, creator of 
Brown Bags 
Couture, devel- 
oped her handbag 
business more than a 
year ago following the immense 













Amy J. Trueblood 
beach-glass 
jewelry 


bolts for the feet. The f . 


Designs by 
Hillary 


popularity of a few bags she made 
for herself and her friends. Each 
handbag is individually assembled 
by Brown and her husband, Jeff, 
using a wide variety of stylish fabrics 
such as raw silk, tweed, velvet, and 
corduroy. They shop far and wide 
fam to find these high-quality fabrics, 
y as well as the bamboo, nylon, and 
novelty handles used for each de- 
sign. Select bags from the 
Brown Bags Couture line 
($119-$150) can be found at 
Topaz, Circle Furniture, 
and Blackstone’s of Bea- 
con Hill. Visit Brown’s Web 
site for contact information, as 
well as examples of her designs. 
Hilary Law is a floorcloth 
and linen designer who’s been 
# working out of her Boston studio 
for 18 years. She launched her hand- 
bag line two years ago and has had 
success designing contemporary, stylish 
bags made from brightly colored, sturdy 
cotton canvas. “Each bag is named after 
some fabulous female in my life — 
from my five-year-old Hazel and her 
lifelong gal pals Sylvie and Avery to my 
hard-working best friends Colleen 
it and Claudia,” she says. “Each bag 
is really much like the person it’s 
named after!” Law’s snazzy hand- 
bags ($25-$95) are available at the 
Society of Arts and Crafts as well 
as at the upcoming Fort Point Holi- 
day Sale. Orders also can be placed 
through her Web site. 















Jewelry 

Alexandra Grenham of Cambridge has 
created her own line of playful jew- 

elry called Audrey Jacks. (The name 
was inspired by Grenham’s admiration 
of Audrey Hepburn and Jackie Kennedy 

Onassis.) Her baubles are singular con- 

versation pieces made from large, 
round, lightweight beads, examples of 
which can be seen on her Web site. She 
makes a variety of necklaces, earrings, and 
charm bracelets ($50-$195), which can be 
found at Turtle and Magpie on Huron. 
No two are the same, so you'll be sure to 
have a unique design. 

Designs by Hillary was created by 
Hillary Olk of Brookline. She designs hand- 
made beaded jewelry that brings out her 
customers’ style and individuality. When Olk 
makes her jewelry, she draws on the charac- 
teristics of the beads for inspiration. Because 
she works this way, each necklace, bracelet, 
and earring set ($18-$310) is one of only a 
few. And for the holidays, Olk is offering the | 
“Holiday Bracelet for Transition” ($30), a i 
beaded creation available in six different col- | 
ors, each adorned with a sterling-silver star | 
clasp. She’s donating $15 from the sale of 
each bracelet to the Transition House, New 
England’s first battered-women’s shelter. To 
purchase any of Olk’s jewelry, visit her Web 
site or stop by Mint Julep, Luna, or Pure 
Hair Designs. Olk and her jewels will also 
be at the South End Holiday Market. 

Amy J. Trueblood of West Roxbury cre- 
ates a stunning line of jewelry using 


ree 


beach glass and silver. The glass she 
finds for her work isn’t tumbled or pigment-_ | 
ed in any way — she uses glass only in its 
original, natural state. Each piece from her 








Beachglass Collection ($80-$400) is se- 
cured in a bezel-style, closed-back, silver 
setting and is available at Fire Opal. 
Trueblood also has a unique line of jew- 
elry featuring subway tokens from cities 


across the country. Her Token Collection 
($80-$120) is available at Turtle. Exam- 

cs ples of Trueblood’s work can be viewed 

id ; on her Web site. 

> East Boston’s Jaye Woodstock cre- 

a ates beautiful handcrafted jewelry by 

d pairing oxidized sterling silver 


with colored beach stones found 
along the New England coast. She 
makes her own silver chains, each link 

at hand-fabricated from round wire that’s 
been cut, hard-soldered, and hammered 

: several times. She also makes her own 

silver beads, which are textured with 

AS mesh, fabric, paper, and other found ob- 

S. jects. Woodstock’s bracelets, necklaces, 
and earrings ($48-$500) can be found at 
Fire Opal, Cambridge Artists Coop- 
erative, and the Society of Arts and Crafts. 


|- Melissa Finelli of Jamaica Plain de- 
signs funky modern jewelry using a 
y combination of sterling silver, 14- 


and 22-karat gold, and assorted 
stones, such as garnet, chalcedony, and io- 
lite. Her unusual earrings, spiral rings, ban- 
gle bracelets, and pendant necklaces 
($65-$400) will make great gifts for all the 
ladies on your list. Finelli’s jewelry will be 
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(617) 566-5715; www.brooklineartscenter.com. 
Cambridge, (617) 547-6789; www.ccae.org. 


Unitarian Church, 3 Church Street, Cambridge. 


www.southendholidaymarket.com. 









featured at the Brook- 
line Arts Center’s 
Crafts Showcase, and is 
sold at Fire Opal and Turtle. 

Michelle Zara of Boston is the creatot 
of a chic, refined line of jewelry that in- 
corporates chunky beads, semi- 
precious stones, Swarovski crys- 
tals, freshwater pearls, and assort- 
ed pendants. Her earrings, bracelets, 


and necklaces ($20-$120) 
can be found at Holiday as 
well as through her Web 
site. She does a great 
deal of custom design 
work for weddings and 
special occasions, and 
can be contacted di- 
rectly with special re- 
quests. 


Fiber 

An elegant, 
hand-painted silk 
scarf from 
Nicole Don- i; 
son’s Silken 
Dreams will 
make a beautiful 
gift for any woman on 
your shopping list. All of Don- 
son’s scarves are individually 
hand-painted on 100 percent 
silk and have been steamed, 
washed, and dry-cleaned to 
make them colorfast. The light- 
weight scarves are available in 
a variety of designs, including 
flowing floral and leaf patterns 
and abstract arrangements. 
Donson, a Brookline resident, 
incorporates bold, rich colors 
with softer, calmer shades to 







¢ Bazaar Bizarre, December 11, YWCA Central Square, 7 Temple Street, Cambridge; www.bazaarbizarre.org. 
¢ Brookline Arts Center's Crafts Showcase, December 2 through 19, 86 Monmouth Street, Brookline, 


¢ Cambridge Center for Adult Education's Holly Fair, December 11 and 12, 42 Brattle Street, Harvard Square, 
« Harvard Square Holiday Crafts Fairs, December 11 and 12, 16 through 19, and 21 through 23, First Parish 


+ Fort Point Holiday Sale, December 10 and 11, 249 A Street, Boston; www.fortpointarts.org. 
South End Holiday Market, December 10 through 12, 500 Harrison Avenue, Fourth Floor, Boston; 
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Kaleidoscope Pottery Leafware Collection 


signs. The 

scarves can be 
ordered through 
her Web site, or 
by visiting Fire 
Opal or the Cam- 


erative. Donson and 
her scarves will also 
be at the Harvard 
Square Holiday 
Crafts Fairs. 
~ Anna 
Shapiro of 
Jamaica Plain creates elegant 
but funky shawls, pon- 
chos, and scarves 
($65-$275) made from 
various blends of wool, 
acrylic, nylon, cotton, 
and silk yarn. 
Shapiro’s refreshing, 
non-traditional designs 
are sculptural in effect, 
draping ele- 
gantly and ef- 
fortlessly over 
the shoulders. She 
uses a manual knit- 
ting machine, unconven- 
tional knitting techniques, and 
original patterns to create each 
piece. Shapiro’s work can be 
found at Fire Opal as well as at 
the upcoming Brookline Arts 
Center’s Crafts Showcase and 
the Cambridge Center for Adult 
Education’s Holly Fair. She also 
accepts orders through her Web 
site. 



















Silken Dreams hand- 
painted silk scarf 


create a mix of 
effects and de- 


bridge Artists Coop- 
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Pottery 
The Leafware collection 
from Kaleidoscope Pottery in 
Easthampton is a fabulous assortment 
of beautiful, durable pottery 
($16-$110). To create the pottery, a1 
tisans use different types of leaves to 
\ impress images onto each piece 
After a 16-stage process, the final 
effect is a beautiful fossil-like image 
on the face of each piece. The pot 
tery is made by hand without a 
potter’s wheel, and is dishwasher 


microwave-, and oven-safe. All 






pieces are also lead-free. The 






Leafware collection can be pu 
chased at the Cambridge Artists 
Cooperative or ordered online. 

For additional everyday pottery, be sure to 
check out Fort Point artist Gabrielle 
Schaffner’s beautiful ceramic tableware 
($14-$250). All her white earthenware pieces 
are either hand-built or wheel-thrown before 
being glazed, stained, and etched with simple 
images. Once the pieces receive a final firing, 
the stains melt and fuse with the glaze to pro- 
duce beautiful, one-of-a-kind works of art. Al- 
though Schaffner’s pieces are highly decora- 
tive, they’re also functional and intended for 






















Kaleidoscope 


use; she never applies lead glazes to her 
work, and an occasional trip through the 
dishwasher won't cause them any harm. 
Many of her pieces can be found at Fire Opal 
and the Society of Arts and Crafts, as well as 
at the upcoming Fort Point Holiday Sale. 


See CRAFTS, page 8 














































Can’t figure out what to get Aunt 
Martha who has everything? 


Is the perfect gift for Cousin Rob from 
California still eluding you? 


Do all of your holiday shopping at Boomerangs! 


Check our website for Wy 
our exciting Holiday BA 
auction coming in ( 
December! 


GOOD KARMA! GREAT PRICES! 
HELP STOP HIV/AIDS! 








Eon wieeen 


UNiass Boston 


‘Sis the Season to 
Advance Your Career... 


...work toward a degree, or explore a new interest. 
Whatever it is that spurs you to learn, taking a course 
or two from UMass Boston’s Division of Corporate, 
Continuing, and Distance Education should be one 
of your New Year’s resolutions for 2005. 


Winter Session (January 3-21) 

» Over 40 courses in intensive Monday-Friday, 
three-week format 

» International programs in Mexico 
and Jamaica 


Spring Semester (January-May) 

» Over 200 undergraduate & graduate courses 

« Courses offered evenings off-campus, 
weekends on-campus, or online 

» Professional training in IT, project 
management, and human services 


Registration starts November 29 
To find out more, visit 
www.ccde.umb.edu 
or call 617.287.7900 
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WHERE TO GET IT 


* Amy J. Trueblood, www.ajensen.com. 

+ Anna Shapiro, www.annaesthetic.com. 

+ Audrey Jacks, www.audreyjacks.com. 

* Black Ink, 101 Charles Street, Boston, (617) 723-3883; 5 Brattle Street, Cambridge, (617) 497-1221. 

+ Blackstone's of Beacon Hill, 46 Charles Street, Boston, (617) 227-4646. 

* Brown Bags Couture, www.brownbagscouture.com. 

* Buckaroo’s Mercantile, 1297 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, (617) 492-4792; www.buckmerc.com. 

* Cambridge Artists Cooperative, 59A Church Street, Cambridge, (617) 868-4434; www 
.cambridgeartistscoop.com. 

+ Cibeline, 85 Holland Street, Somerville, (617) 625-2229; www.cibelinesariano.com. 

* Circle Furniture, 199 Alewife Brook Parkway, Cambridge, (617) 876-3988; www.circlefurniture.com. 

+ Designs by Hillary, www.designsbyhillary.com. 

* Devine Mac, www.devinemac.com. 

* Femme Metale, www.femmemetale.com. 

+ Fire Opal, 320 Harvard Street, Brookline, (617) 739-9066; 7 Pond Street, Jamaica Plain, (617) 524-0262: 
www.fire-opal.com. 

* Hilary Law Design, www.hilarylawdesign.com. 

* Holiday, 127 Charles Street, Boston, (617) 973-9730. 

+ Kaleidoscope Pottery, www.kscopepottery.com. 

* Kathianne Sellers, www.kathianne.com. 

* Luna, 286 Newbury Street, Boston, (866) 910-3900; www.lunaboston.com. 

* Magpie on Huron, 368 Huron Avenue, Cambridge, (617) 661-1611; www.magpie-store.com. 

+ Michelle Zara, www.michellezara.com. 

+ Mint Julep, 1302 Beacon Street, Brookline, (617) 232-3600; www.shopmintiulep.com. 

+ Paper Source, various locations; www.paper-source.com. 

* Pin-Up Revolution, www.pinuprevolution.com. 

+ Pluto, 215 Elm Street, Somerville, (617) 666-2005; 603 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, (617) 522-0054. 

+ Pure Hair Designs, 163 Tremont Street, Boston, (617) 266-1222. 

* Silken Dreams, www.silkendreams.com. 

* Society of Arts and Crafts, 175 Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 266-1810; www.societyofcrafts.org. 

* Topaz, 1702 Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 492-3700. 

« Turtle, 619A Tremont Street, Boston, (617) 266-2610; www.turtleboston.com. 


CRAFTS, from page 7 


Greeting cards/ 
paper products 

Boston’s Kathianne Sell- 
ers turned her creativity and 
business savvy into her own 
greeting-card company, Ta 
producing crafty, clever Q 
greeting cards ie 
($3-$6/each; 
$15-$30/sets) for 
all sorts of occa- 
sions. Some designs 
incorporate high- 
quality card stock and 
Italian paper with 
sparkling butterflies, rhine- 
stone detailing, hand-drawn art- x : 
work, ribbons, and origami paper. A dis- SS They began Bob’s 
tinctive part of her business is her Couture + Your Uncle in May 2001, naming 
Cards ($35/five-card set). They can be their company after a popular British 
specifically designed for the recipient, based catch phrase. Their amusing greeting cards 
on a personality description that you pro- consist of brief phrases spelled out in big, 
vide, and are presented in an organza bag bold letters across the front. Choose from 
with a personalized gift tag. As a perk, Sell- occasion-specific cards such as “Coochy 
ers plans to donate 25 cents from the sale of | Coochy Coo,” to offer congratulations on a 





; ‘Couture Cards 


~~ 
en 





each card to Operation Smile, a nonprofit or- —_ recent birth; “Sugar Pie Honey Bunch,” asa_ | 
ganization that provides free surgery to chil- romantic gesture to your significant other; i 
dren with cleft palates and other facial de- or “Sleep in Heavenly Peas,” to humorously 
formities. To purchase any of Sellers’s work, celebrate the upcoming holiday season. 

visit Cibeline or order directly from Sellers’s Their line of greeting cards, gift wrap, 
Web site. notepads, and disposable placemats ' 


For greeting cards with both simplicity ($2.50-$22) is sold worldwide and is avail- 
and wit, you’ll love the clever line created able at several Boston-area stores. Visit 
by Boston’s Martin and Michelle Yeeles. Black Ink, Paper Source, or the upcom- 
ing Fort Point Holiday Sale for Bob’s Your 
Pin-U Uncle products. 
asthe AE Nikki Rivera’s Cambridgé-based company, 
Pin-Up Revolution, is a great 
source for journals, date books, 
address books, photo albums, 
and scrapbooks ($20-$40). Rivera 
began making her saucy books two 
years ago as a hobby. She gave them as i 
gifts before finally turning her craft into | 
a small business. “People loved them so 
much that I got up the courage to bring 
them around to a few stores,” she says. 
Each of Rivera’s clever handcrafted books 
boasts a “pin-up girl with attitude” and is 
bound with a four-needle Coptic binding 
stitch and protective seal. This type of bind- 
ing is long-lasting and allows the books to 
open and lie flat for easy writing. Pin-Up 
Revolution products can be found at Pluto 
and Buckaroo’s Mercantile, or ordered 
directly from Rivera’s Web site. a 


MOTE erg 


Darcy Heitzke can be reached at 
dheitzke@phx.com. 
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899 Main St. in Central Square 
1310 Mass. Av. in Harvard Square 
The Someday Cafe in Davis Square 
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18 Performances at 


Sanders Theatre 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE 


Dec. 10-12, 16-19, 21-23, 26-28 


MATINEES AND EVENINGS 
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Directed by Patrick Swanson 


Swa “an exhilarating 
George Emlen, music director 


trek through mid- 
with winter rituals, with lovely 
Danse Cadence ; music, fine belly laughs 
Musicians and Dancers from Québec ‘ig Pe, 

and fond old tales. 


La Chasse-Galerie 
The legend of the Flying Canoe The Boston Globe 
TICKETS & INFORMATION 


Le Choeur de Noél 

The Québécois Kids www.revels.org (24/7) 
The Pinewoods Morris Men 617-496-2222 (Tu-Su 12-6 pm) 
Cambridge Symphonic Brass Ensemble, Group Hales 120 or mere) 
call 617-972-8300 x22 


and The Lord of the Dance 


Wine mem SOLS TICE 


IN CEEESARATION OF TH 
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BOSTON 





WBZ 
MIEVELS 5351030 
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No energy for fighting the crowds at the 
local mall? Smart Santas shop online. 





BY DAVID VALDES GREENWOOD 


all that flying around the world ever get 

Santa but prematurely white hair and a 
bad back? Slaving away in a workshop is way 
too old-school, and dragging your green felt 
slippers from store to store is a drag. These 
days, elves in the know go to the Web. 

Before you carp that it’s cheating, let me 
point out that some items can be found only 
online. If the “nice” people on your list de- 
serve a unique gift that can’t be found in 
Boston, what are you going to do to get the 
goods — hire a reindeer? (Trust me, they’re 
busy schlepping around the Big Red One.) 


Y OU’RE ALLOWED to be lazy. What did 


So do as I do: hop on the Internet, find a few 


singular gifties, pay now, and be done with 
it. When you’re free to spend your Christmas 
Eve swigging eggnog 
and playing under 
the mistletoe, 
you'll thank me. 


For the 
chocolate 
snob 

If you know 
someone who 
likes chocolate, 
you can prove your 
love with a box from a 
La Maison du Chocolat 
(www.lamaisonduchocolat.com). This Paris- 
based chocolatier (whose only US outposts 
are in Manhattan) emphasizes dark chocolate 
above all else, with an attitude that would be 
laughably superior if, in fact, the chocolates 
themselves weren’t so damn superior. 

Consider the “Bacchus,” in which (accord- 
ing to the earnest description) raisins from 
Smyrna and Malaga have been “tailed and 
flamed” before being “impregnated” with rum 
vapor and swathed in dark chocolate. For a 
first taste, try the special 20th-anniversary 
“Initiation” box ($47), which contains the 20- 
most-celebrated chocolates with — I’m not 
kidding — a guidebook explaining the correct 
order of tasting. 

















For the vegan, 
vegetarian, or 
gym bunny 
Think something 
as simple as fruit 
can’t be exclu- 
sive? Think 
again. Honey- 
Bells (www 
-honeybell.com) 
— billed as the 
“world’s only 
limited-edition 
fruit” — are a hy- 
brid of tangerines 
and grapefruits grown 
in Florida that bear fruit 
for only three weeks each win- 
ter. Order the sweet orbs now and a sift card 
will be sent out, announcing their arrival in 
January. (A nine-pound box is $27.99.) When 
the HoneyBells arrive, they’ll be accompanied 
by a bib, in recognition of how ridiculously 


juicy they are. Warn your loved ones: if they’re 


too cool for a bib, they might just want to keep 
some napkins handy. 


Ibs 




















For the not-so- 
good cook 

Some folks 
love to cook, 
but their desire 
outpaces the 
quality of 
their cre- 
ations. One 
way to deal 
with this is to 
provide would-be 
chefs with ingredi 
ents for a dish even they 
can’t screw up. And nothing’s more foolproof 
than Bette’s Pancakes (www.worldpantry 
.com/bettes). 

Bette’s Ocean View Diner is a Berkeley, Cali 
fornia, institution that makes expatriate Bay 
Area natives weep with nostalgia. There’s no 
equivalent to Bette’s in these parts, but you 
can get the Classic Buttermilk Pancake and 
Waffle Mix online. A six-pack of 16-ounce 
bags is $24. The mix contains only all-natural 
ingredients, the instructions are easy, the re- 
sults are fluffy, and they taste perfect every 
time. If your intended recipient can’t make 
these, it’s time for an intervention. 






For the cooler- 
than-thou 
comics buff 
For comic-book 
aficionados, a title published 
by Drawn & Quarterly (www.draw- 
nandquarterly.com) comes with instant credibil- 
ity. Begun 14 years ago as an anthology, Drawn 
& Quarterly has become a press for and purvey- 
or of the most cutting-edge graphic novels and 
comics. It publishes 20 titles a year, with ongo- 
ing series including Optic Nerve and Palookav- 
ille, and maintains a backlist of classics 
and hard-to-find titles. The only 
place to find the entire catalogue is 
. the Web site, where you can pick 
up such primo goods as signed- 
and-numbered copies of 
Chester Brown’s Louis Riel: A 
Comic Strip Biography 
($39.95), which tells the tale 
of a would-be Canadian hero 
7 in Tintin-like illustration. 
} From the recent hit Summer i 
Blonde to older work by R. i 
Crumb, Drawn & Quarterly has 
the goods. 


ee re ee 
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For the green thumb 
with no free time 

White Flower Farm (www.whiteflowerfarm 
.com) is a family-owned nursery known for its 
fantastic bulbs and plants, which are available 
only by mail. As Connecticut residents, the 
family knows what will and won't grow in our 
erratic climate. One of White Flower’s best 
recommendations for New Englanders is day 


See ONLINE, page 12 
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PRODUCED BY FELD ENTERTAINMENT 


Unusual Jewelery from Around the World. 


Specializing in Engagement 
ETatem's'(-Telellale Matiare am 


1815 Mass Ave (Porter Sq T) 
Cambridge, MA 
Mon-Sat 1-9 Sun 12-6 


617.661.4191 
Our 65rd year! 
“Tey ues, you Ul like ws. 
Four times the fun in one Magical Journey! 


a o DEC. 26 an 29 Sun. | Mon. | Tue. | Wed. 
DEC. 26 | DEC. 27 EC, 2 : 
Social Life ——,. DEC. 26 Dec. 26) DEC. 7 


3:00 PM| 1:00PM| 3:00PM| 1:00PM 
© FleetCenter 7:00PM] 5:00PM| 7:00PM] 5:00 PM 
Buy tickets at 
www.disneyonice.com 


thephcenix ticketmaster Ticket Centers, FleetCenter Arena Box Office or call (617) 931-2000 
com 


Version 2.0 


For Information call (617) 624-1000 


Groups call (617) 624-1805 
THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Limited number of Front Row and VIP seats available. Call for details. 
(Service charges and handling fees may apply; no service charge at Arena Box Office.) 


AUTHENTEC -CANWTGNESE CUISINE TET LG HT 
U 


4(% above national average. 


TECOST SPP CT EWE 


40% below national average 


Enjoy the Unique and Savory Delicacies ne MOUSER 


of Canton Minutes From Home 


is H bois seer | 31 ih 


617.661.1660 782 MAIN STREET CAMBRIDGE 617 
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-SNEAKING SOME 
“HOLIDAY CHEER. 














Gift certificates and holiday schedule | 
available at blueman.com! | 





CONTACT INFORMATION 
ticketmaster 617.931.2787 


REGULAR SCHEDULE 
Wed+Thu 8pm, Fri 7pm, 
Sat 4,7+10pm, Sun 2+5pm | ticketmaster.com 

Schedule subject to change. Info+Group Sales 617.426.6912 


CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 74 Warrenton Street Boston 
1.800.BLUEMAN blueman.com 





BLUE 
MAN 








| GROUP 


BOSTON 





| NEW YORK CHICAGO LAS VEGAS BERLIN © BMP 
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One of a Kind Gifts 


* Tumblers « Vases 


* Bowls’ « Platters 
« Paper Weights 
* Rondels * Ornaments 





Classes Offered 


141 Bridge Road, Rt. 1 
#106 Rear ¢ Salisbury 
www.ridabockglass.com 





If you need a roommate, 
you need the Phoenix. 


ROOMMATES 
617-859-3300 


95% FIND A ROOMMMATE IN 2-3 WEEKS 
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ONLINE, from page 10 

lilies. Perfect for the person who loves to gar- 
den, but has little free time, day lilies are col- 
orful, hardy, and easy: simply plop ’em in the 
ground and water them, and they’ll bloom re- 
peatedly. The flowers start in mid June and 
keep going until October. Eighteen plants run 
$39 — truly a gift that keeps on giving. 


For the first-apartment dweller 
If you know brand-new homies, don’t 
splurge on high-end furnishings for them: 
they’re not going stay in their first pad forev- 
er, and they won't want to be weighed down 
with big-ticket items. Around the world, 
they’d shop at Ikea (www.ikea-usa.com). 
But thanks to Somervillians in love with the 
blighted landscape of Assembly Square, 
Boston has no Ikea of its own. Eventually, 
one is supposed to open out in the "burbs. 
Till then, you can drive to New Jersey — or 
just order online. 
The wool Ringum pile 
rug is a plush four-foot 
“\round for $34.99. The 
jultra-mod Patrik chair 
4welcomes guests with 
upturned wings for 
$129, while a mid-centu- 
ry, modern-inspired Klippan 
sofa goes for $249. At these prices, when 
your friends need to move on, they won't 
feel guilty about leaving your gift behind. 











For the fashion plate 

First rule of fashion: if your friends 
can find an item easily, it’s not fashion- 
able enough. To avoid that problem, 
consider Oki-ni (www.oki-ni.com), a 
London design 
group that cre- 
ates funky 
pieces in col- 
laboration 
with exist- 
ing brands, 
yielding 
products 
available 
nowhere else. 
Like Levi’s? 
Purchase limited- 
edition Oki-ni-enhanced 
Gold Black Levi’s ($230), with laundered yel- 
low selvage denim, and the Levi's label ren- 
dered in black leather with gold stitching. 
Want Adidas? How about reissued 1983 Adi- 
das Arosa ski-bunny boots ($249) in suede 
with blue fleece lining? Paul Smith, Evisu, 
and other collaborators round out the collec- 
tion. There’s no danger of bumping into 
someone else wearing your outfit when you 
buy stuff here. 









For those who love 
creature comforts 

In the age of retro everything, all kinds of 
manmade fibers re-entered our wardrobes, as 
polyester and other icky-to-touch fabrics sud- 
denly seemed hip. Why do this to ourselves, 
when natural materials feel so much better? 

At Ecowool (www.ecowool.com), all the 
products are made in New Zealand from the 
finest merino wool. It’s soft and supple, 
breathes well, keeps its shape, is non-irritating 
to sensitive skin, and is environmentally 
friendly. For the college student in your life, 
order a trendy argyle sweater in one of a half- 
dozen colors for $115. Or dazzle a diva with 
black merino-wool gloves trimmed in possum 
fur for $68. Leave Naugahyde and acrylic for 
Halloween costumes and buy something real 

for real life. 
















For pop-culture queens 
and Ellenophiles 
Is there any phenomenon stranger (or 
happier) than the renewed success of Ellen 
DeGeneres? Years after being first hyped, 
then crushed by the media, with her love life 
exhaustively detailed in the tabloids, the les- 
bian groundbreaker has become the darling 
of Middle America. Her talk 
show was one of the 
biggest hits on TV 
last year, and her 
shtick — includ- 
ing presenting 
guests with un- 
derwear — has 
become iconic. 
Catch the Ellen 
wave by check- 
ing out Ellen 
Shop (www.el- 
lenshop.com) and 
ordering said boxers 
(black, emblazoned with 
her name) for $24.95, or snagging an I 
DANCED WITH ELLEN T-shirt for $19.95. Really 
wow an Ellen fan with a true must-have: the 
official Ellen DeGeneres Show Smoking Don- 
key Cigarette Dispenser for 
$19.95. You press the 
donkey’s ears and 
it shits out a 
cigarette. (No 
one claims 
it’s tasteful.) 


For 
stress 
cases 
Life in 
Boston is 
never going to 
be leisurely. We 
race like fiends and 
pile commitments on our 
plates, which makes us drive like maniacs and 
growl at strangers. Treat the stressed-out 
Northeasterner in your life to products by the 
Thymes (www.thethymes.com): soothing 
bubble baths, body washes, mists, and can- 
dles. The Thymes’s products favor natural 
ingredients and vegetable oils and are de- 
signed entirely by female chemists. A few 
local stores carry limited quantities of no 
more than a half-dozen of the company’s of- 
ferings, which makes it hard to find your fa- 
vorites. But online, all 11 blends are avail- 
able, with dozens of incarnations and vari- 
ants. The eucalyptus foaming bath ($20) is 
the pinnacle of serenity, but all the scents 
(fig leaf and cassis, ginger milk, fresh basil, | 
and others) are dreamy. A three-piece set 
(body lotion, body wash, and candle) will 
set you back just over 50 bucks — a small 
price to pay for a little calm. 


















For your very secret Santa 
(or your not-yet Mrs. Claus) 

If you’re blessed with a 
steamy love affair (es- e 
pecially one on the 4 : 
sly), you want to (. ‘(> 
capitalize on the ll 
heady early months [age ge 
with something 
sexy. If it’s beefcake 
you're buying for, 
visit Audace 
(www.audace.com), a 
men’s underwear shop that 
will knock your socks off (that’s the inten- 
tion, right?). Located in Fort Lauderdale, 
and now online, Audace carries familiar la- 
bels such as Calvin Klein and 2(x)ist, as well 
as brands harder to find around here, includ- 
ing J.M. (whose stuff is wildly soft), Mondo 
Unico, and C-1N2. 

For sassy lassies, Lauren Silva Fine Lin- 
gerie (laurensilva.com) is a family-owned on- 
line boutique that covers all your romantic 
needs (and not much else), from G-strings to 
French designer trousseau-wear (plus sizes as 
well). In both cases, prices vary by label — 
but who’s counting? oe 


David Valdes Greenwood can be reached at 
impersonalstuff@aol.com. 
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GREAT GIFT IDEAS! | 


GIFT PACK FOR2/ 


2 ADMISSIONS 
2 REGULAR SOFT DRINKS / Qf, 
1 LARGE POPCORN j Pack 


e Easy to mail, envelope included 
e No restrictions* 


~\ (ier = s GIFT CARDS 
ae CAE ° Activate cards with any 

| value from $5 to $100 

(eae e Redeemable toward any 
a 7 | ticket or concession purchase 
¢ Cards are reloadable 


RANDOLPH DEDHAM CIRCLE CINEMAS 


781-963-5600 781-326-4955 617-566-4040 


LAWRENCE 1-6 LAWRENCE 7-14 > 


978-686-2121 978-686-2121 


978-551-0055 V4 =) bya = 1h (-1-1 8) 781-933-5330 


WWW.SHOWCASECINEMAS.COM 


*Cinema de Lux Director's Hall and IMAX theatre premium fees not included where applicable. Gift Packs and Gift Cards are accepted at ali National Amusements Theatres. 











BY LARYN IVY 


HE HOLIDAY cocktail-party circuit has 
Pees so here’s a scenario you probably 
know all too well. Running late after 
spending too much time digging through your 

closet trying to find something to wear, you 
make a mad dash to the liquor store and grab a 
bottle of wine to bring for the party’s host. If 
you're lucky, the clerk will scrape off the price 
tag, and if you're really lucky, maybe he'll put 
the bottle in a foil bag. Then you'll arrive at the 
party, greet the host, hand over the bag (for 
which you'll be graciously thanked), and it’ll be 
placed on a table along with 30 other bottles. 

Surely there’s something better out there. A 
way to stand out from the crowd. A gift that 
will elevate you above the mass of wine-bear- 
ing guests. 

For full think-ahead credit, order flowers for 
delivery the morning of the party. The host will 
likely be running around tending to party de- 
tails, and receiving a floral arrangement will be 
appreciated for both its thoughtfulness and its 
usefulness. Or, if you insist on giving wine, 


This year, why not bring a unique gift 
to the hosts of your holiday parties? 






arrange for delivery of a bottle the 
day of the party. Then the host 
will remember your gift apart 
from the sea of bottles received 
that night, and she'll be grateful 
to increase her bar stash before 
the party begins. You can order 
wine for delivery from stores 
such as Bradley Liquors. 

If that’s just too much think- 
ing ahead for you, fear not. In as 
much time as it takes to get to the 
liquor store and buy a bottle of mer- 
lot, you can swing by any number of 
stores in the area for a fun and unique gift. 






















never have enough of, but generally never 
buy for yourself — and thus are the perfect 
hostess gift. CHoose from a variety of holi- 
day coasters, or go with a more year-round 
set, like the Art Deco coasters 
($14.95/set) available at the MFA Store. 
Wine charms are a great way for guests to 
keep track of their glasses throughout the 
night; choose from a set of margarita or 
leaf wine charms ($12 and $14), sold at 
Williams-Sonoma. 


See HOST GIFTS, page 18 


If you want to stay with a wine theme, 
you're in luck: there are plenty of options. A 
wine opener is always useful to a host, and 
Williams-Sonoma sells a table “Screw- 
pull” ($22) that promises to make bottle- 
opening easy. Or, considering all those 
wines the host will be receiving, give him a 
decorative bottle stopper he can use to pre- 
serve the wine after it’s been opened. Bel 
Tempo sells Mariposa pewter wine 
stoppers ($20) in a variety of designs. 
Coasters are one of those things you can 







OME TRADITIONAL host/hostess gifts 
are picture frames (Restoration 
Hardware, Urban Outfitters, and Crate 
& Barrel all have frames with prices start- 

ing around $10); luxuriously scented sa- 
chets (Bel Tempo carries a set of two 
drawer sachets for $16.50); and note 
cards (Blackstone’s of Beacon Hill and 
Bel Tempo are good sources; prices start 
around $10.95). 
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ON SALE NOW! 
CALL TICKETMASTER (617) 931-2787 
or www. BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com 
and the Opera House & Colonial Theatre Box Offices 
LIVE ON STAGE AT THE NEWLY RESTORED OPERA HOUSE 
8 WEEKS ONLY! MARCH 30-MAY 22, 2005 


Broadway in Boston: 617-880-2400 « 


www. broadwayinboston.com © www.thephantomoftheopera.com 


TTY 617-426-3444 7 BS 


Find a band or find a band mate. 
Phoenix 


617-859-3300 
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Part of the successful Phoenix Classifieds. 
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Groups (20+): 617-482-86 ' a ry ' 


At the Cor er of Winter & Washington Streets 





The best memory a family could have. 


i) Performance Series 


ONE WEEK ONLY! FEBRUARY 22 - 27 
Tickets at The Wang Theatre Box Office, www.wangcenter.org or 


TELECHARGE.COM 800-447-7400 


4 Show of the Month Club Exclusive Attraction 


The Wang Theatre/Show of the Month Groups (20+): (617) 350-6000 
THE WANG THEATRE 
For TTY Ticket Orders Call (888) 889-8587 * 24 veri -on 


join now, 

or think 
salad for the 

holidays. 


You know it’s going to be a resolution anyway. 
FREE 1-week membership with this ad.* 


800.301.1231 


mysportsclubs.com 


boston sports clubs 


there’s a million reasons to join. 


“First-time visitors only. Must Copley Square 
Free membership not valid until Fenway 
activated by a membership Government Center 


consultant. No cash value.Offer #0000906428# Newbury Street 


expires 12.31.04. 14 other convenient locations 


Personal Training Yoga Pilates © XpressLine Group Fitness 


lacaly? 


Get hot savings when you 
buy online and_ travel 
on any Greyhound or 
Peter Pan schedule. For just 


$4 5 each way’ 


between Boston’ and 
New York our expert drivers 
will get you there safely 
while you sit back and enjoy 
the ride. Go ahead... you 
deserve a good e-fare. 

*$30 round trip 


No reservations required. Walk-up fare: $20 each way 


Log on to www.greyhound.com and use coupon code BOSNYR 


GREYHOUND _8us Lines _ 
www.greyhound.com 1-800-343-9999 


Cannot be combined with other offers. Offer is subject to change and may be withdrawn without notice 


With each pair donated, receive 
a 20% discount off a new pair. 


Donations must be made at new balance factory stores. 
3 pairs max. Any brand. 





Plus, get 15’off any apparel and accessory 
purchases, storewide. No donation required. 


Offers valid November 26 - January 2, 2005 


Shoes are factory seconds/discontinued styles. 
Discounts off factory store prices. Cannot apply to prior sales, 
sale prices or other offers. 


SKOWHEGAN, ME 
12 Walnut St. 


5 S. Union St 
207.474.6231 


call toll free 
1.877.NBF-STOR 


BRIGHTON, MA Pr NORWAY, ME 
AO Life St. (e) 356 Main St. 
call toll free 207.744.4242 


1.877.NBF-STOR achieve new balance’ 


For first quality merchandise, call 1.800.253.SHOE, or visit 
Panza Shoes. Sorry, above offers not valid at dealer stores. 








YD want style for the holidays. 


Pm buying thts condo. St’s My gift Lo myself. ) 
And Pim not settling for anything less than the | 
perfect location, the perfect amenttres, at Lhe perfect 
price. With a touch 
\ The Glass Factory. That ’s what S want for the holidays. 








no, more than a fouch—of style. 


GLASS Ransancanns 
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"S17. 225. 2525 


www.glassfactorycondos.com 


























LGD. Monsignor O’Brien Hwy 
Cambridge, MA 


Sales Center Hours | 
M-Th 10-6, Fri 10-3, Sun 11-6 
or by appointment. Closed Sat. 


2 BR promo’ 
$409,000 _ | 


2 BRs "32 440s | 
1 BRs "iz 300s | 


Hardwood floors, granite countertops | 
and new, brand-name, stainless-steel 
appliances now standard! 


rounaicsiieSilestaeess aaa ca 


me 


siete 


Complimentary sales center 
parking east of building. 


Realtor participation welcome. 
On-site financing available. 


*Offer applies to unit 305 only — 

subject to change without notice. 

Owned by The Cambridge Glass Factory, LLC. 

Each property is owned by a single-purpose entity. 
Prices subject to change. 
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A PHANTASTIC 
HOLIDAY GIFT! 





ON SALE NOW! 
CALL TICKETMASTER (617) 931-2787 


or www.BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com 
and the Opera House & Colonial Theatre Box Offices. 


LIVE ON STAGE AT THE NEWLY RESTORED OPERA HOUSE 
8 WEEKS ONLY! MARCH 30-MAY 22, 2005 


Broadway in Boston: 617-880-2400 © Groups (20+): 617-482-8616 
www.broadwayinboston.com ¢ www.thephantomoftheopera.com 


(ale 5 
TTY 617-426-3444 72% Longs | BROADWAY 
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THROUGH 
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COLONIAL 
THEATRE 


Tickets at the Box Office OR through Ticketmaster.com, 617.931.2787 
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Television Partner 


Groups of 20+ call 617.482.8616 sai TTY 617.426.3444 +24 
www.bostonballet.org 
> 4 Click on it! For Nutcracker offers and info.. 
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HOST GIFTS, from page 14 

If you’re more interested 
in the hard stuff, try a 
cocktail shaker. 
Urban Outfitters sells 
them in silver, blue, and 
mint green ($14.95), and 
Crate & Barrel has a red 
insulated shaker and 
strainer ($14.95). Bel 
Tempo sells Christmas- 
tree swizzle sticks 
($6/four), while Restoration 
Hardware carries penguin 
and polar-bear olive picks 
($12/six). Crate & Barrel also 
stocks a variety of brightly col- 
ored gem martini glasses 
($6.95); Urban Outfitters sells 
martini glasses ($22/four) 
too. Or pick up some books 
on cocktails — a welcome 
addition to any library. 
Restoration Hardware’s 
Drinkology: The Art 
and Science of the 
Cocktail, by James’ 
Waller (Stewart, Tabori 
and Chang, 2003; 
$22.50), has more than 
450 recipes, or grab 
Crate & Barrel’s The Ultimate 
Cocktail Book (Hamlyn, 2001; $24.95). 

Or maybe food is more appetizing. If you’re 
culinarily inclined, you could bake your own 
cookies and present them in a cookie tin or 
decorative wrapping from the Container 
Store; what better way for your host to deal 
with the day-after-party blues than by diving 
into a box of homemade cookies? Or, if you’d 
rather not do the baking, Williams-Sonoma has 
packaged bread and cake mixes (starting 
at $9) in flavors such as pumpkin spice, 
eggnog, and chocolate cher- 
ry. A mix makes a good gift 
on its own, or put it in a 
loaf pan ($12) from 
Williams-Sonoma and tie it 
with a ribbon. 

Along the “you buy it, 
they make it” line, there’s 
popcorn. Stop by any gour- 
met-food store and buy a 
bag of kernels; wrap it on its 
own, or buy a large pop- 
corn bowl ($12.95) from 
Crate & Barrel and put them 
together for a retro treat. 

For ready-to-eat — or at 
least ready-to-use — food- 
type gifts, Oliviers & Co. is like a wine shop, 
but for olive oil. Choose an imported oil 
($8.50 and up) and give it as a gift on its own, 
or with a box of the gourmet crackers the 
shop also carries. Godiva, the well-known 
chocolatier, has a variety of great hostess gifts, 
including an eight-piece box of its famous 
truffles ($15), a half-pound box of 18 assort- 
ed chocolates ($23.50), or a box of three bars 
of candy-cane bark ($25). Hot chocolate 
makes another great seasonal gift. Crate & Bar- 
rel carries snowman hot chocolate ($9.95), 
or pick up a mug with two packages of 
hot-chocolate mix ($18) from Godiva. 

On the food-accessory front, chopsticks 
are a creative gift for the sushi or Chinese- 
food lover. The MFA Store carries chop- 
sticks ($14.95), and 
Crate & Barrel sells a 








































($17.95/three). Cocktail napkins 
are also always useful, and they’re 
currently available in a festive as- 
sortment of designs and colors. 
Choose from Pottery Barn’s rein- 
deer cocktail napkins 
($34/10); Caspari paper 
cocktail napkins ($4.95 and 
up/set) from Blackstone’s; or 
Bel Tempo’s Harvey and 
Straight luxurious cock- 
tail napkins($18.75/eight). 
Finally, you can opt for a 
holiday-themed gift for your 
host or hostess. Everywhere 
you look, you're sure to find 
an item festooned with a 
snowman, a Christmas tree, or 
a candy cane. Most are pack- 
aged so that you don’t even 
need to be creative — just pick it 
up and go. Still, we do have a 
few suggestions. One of the 
cutest gifts is the snowman kit 
($14) from Restoration Hardware. 
You get everything you need ex- 
cept the snow: a “coal” nose, three 
buttons, a corncob pipe, and a red 
knit hat with tassels. 
Ornaments are also a great way to 
help your host turn her Charlie 
Brown tree into something a little 
more decorative. Some favorites in- 
clude the hand-painted Boston-scene 
ornaments ($26) at the MFA Store or 
Blackstone’s of Beacon Hill; an assortment of 
ornaments ($2.50 and up) from Crate & Bar- 
rel; and the hand-blown glass balls 
($37.50) at Bel Tempo. 









Walk into any store these days and 
you're likely to smell the scents of the 
season wafting from candles, pot- 
pourri, or air fresheners. Any of these 
scented items makes a great hostess 
gift. Choose from Slatkin & Com- 
pany’s sumptuous line of fra- 
granced candles and potpourri 
($31.50/candles; $35/potpourri), available at 
Bel Tempo and Flat of the Hill, or head to 
Bath & Body Works for candles ($16) or 
air fresheners ($9) in Christmas spice, 
tree, and cookie scents. Finally, for a sweet- 
looking six-pack, pick up a set of six candy- 
cane votives ($12.95) from Crate & Barrel. 
For about the same price as a nice bottle of 
wine, you can buy any number of creative and 
unusual host/hostess gifts to bring to your next 
holiday party. Your thoughtfulness will be noted, 
your uniqueness appreciated, and your gift will 
likely last a lot longer than a bottle of wine. 





Laryn Ivy can be reached at larynivy 
@verizon.net. 





flower chopstick rest 
(95 cents). Or head over 
to Urban Outfitters and 
pick up a noodle set 
($34), including bowls, 
chopsticks, rests, and 
mats for four. Cheese 
knives and spreaders, 
meanwhile, are perfect 
for the cheese connois- 
seur. Williams-Sonoma 
carries an assortment of 
cheese spreaders 
($12-$14/four); Bel 
Tempo stocks Mariposa 
pewter sea-design 
spreaders ($20); and 
Crate & Barrel sells 
cheese knives 


WHO’S HOSTING THE GOODS? 


* Bath & Body Works, various locations; www.bathandbodyworks.com. 

* Bel Tempo, 28 Tremont Street, Boston, (617) 523-5355. 

+ Blackstone's of Beacon Hill, 46 Charles Street, Boston, (617) 227-4646. 

* Bradley Liquors, 1383 Boylston Street, Boston, (617) 536-3407. 

+ Container Store, The Mall at Chestnut Hill, 27 Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill, 
(617) 566-7400; www.containerstore.com. 

* Crate & Barrel, various locations; www.crateandbarrel.com. 

+ Flat of the Hill, 60 Charles Street, Boston, (617) 619-9977. 

* Godiva, CambridgeSide Galleria, 100 CambridgeSide Place, Cambridge, 
(617) 494-9821. 

* MFA Store, 3 South Market Building, Faneuil Hall, Boston, (617) 720- 1266. 

* Oliviers & Co., 161 Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 859-8841. 

* Pottery Barn, various locations; www.potterybarn.com. 

+ Restoration Hardware, various locations; www.restorationhardware.com. 

+ Urban Outfitters, 361 Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 236-0088; 11 JFK 
Street, Cambridge, (617) 864-0070; www.urbanoutfitters.com. 

* Williams-Sonoma, various locations; www.williams-sonoma.com. 








TOWER RECORDS. 


every 
TV series pvp is 


0%:.0F 


Reg. white sticker price 
Prices shown reflect 20% or more savings 


SEINFELD: 
seasons | & 2 


le 
Also On Sale 
Season 3 39.99 4DVD. 


Gift Set 89. 99 


ARRESTED 
DEVELOPMENT 
The Complete 
First Season 


hew music and movies, hot prices 


» EDITED VERSION AVAILABLE 


99 
cD 


EMINEM 

Encore 

Also On Sale 

Deluxe Edition 19.99 CD 


U2 
How To Dismantle 
An Atomic Bomb 


GWEN STEFANI 
Love, Angel, 
Music, Baby 


z 128 


1 


LIVIA PARK 


DITED VERSION AVAILABLE 
S EDITED VERSION AVAILABLE © J 


99 
cD 


PEARL JAM 
Rearviewmirror 


JAY-Z & 
LINKIN PARK 
Collision Course 


LUDACRIS 
The Red Light 
District 
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SPIDER-MAN 2 
Special Edition 


THE BLUE 
COLLAR 
COMEDY TOUR 
RIDES AGAIN 
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» BOURNE 


THE BOURNE 
SUPREMACY 


HARRY 
POTTER & 
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OF AZKABAN 


DODGEBALL 1 
DVD 


195i 195 


TOWER RECORDS 


Tower.com 


ONLINE PRICES MAY VARY - SOME SALE PRICING ENDS 12/12/04. 
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this week only - ends Sun. 12/12 ALL on SALE 


95% OFF- 


holiday CD & DVD is 


CDs INCLUDE: The Brian Setzer Orchestra A Boogie Woogie Christmas 12.99 CD 

Jessica Simpson. ReJoyce - The Christmas Album 13.99 CD \ Chris Isaak Christmas 13.99 CD 
The Barenaked Ladies Barenaked For The Holidays 13.99 CD 

The Trans-Siberian Orchestra The Lost Christmas Eve 13.99 CD 


DVDs INCLUDE: A Christmas Story Special Edition 19.99 DVD 
Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer 12.99 DVD \ It’s A Wonderful Life 14.99 DVD 
Miracle On 34th Street 14.99 DVD AND MANY MORE 


on sale 
& available 


Our guaranteed BEST PRICES every Tuesday 


ASHANTI Concrete Rose 11.99 CD 
2PAC Loyal To The Game 11.99 CD 


XZIBIT Weapons Of Mass Destruction 11.99 CD 
Deluxe Edition 12.99 CD/DVD 


COLLATERAL 19.99 DVD 
THE PRINCESS DIARIES 2 19.99 DVD 


MARY POPPINS 
40TH ANNIVERSARY COLLECTION 19.99 DVD 


THE DOOR IN THE FLOOR 19.99 DVD 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 
OF THE KING Extended Edition 29.99 DVD 


19.99 DVD 


Give them 
the |, Robot 


i, ROBOT 


Con’t keep up with what the kids are into? 
better get a Tower Records gift card 





by 
John Vanbrugh 
directed by 


Mark Wing-Davey 


Tue-Thu at 7:30 
Fri at 8 

Sat at 2&8 

Sun at 2&7:30 


Karen MacDonald, Thomas Derrah 


Theatre at its most distinctive, as smart as it is entertaining! 
A most unusual and welcome holiday present!!" — Boston Globe 


"Witty, insightful, and immensely entertaining!" - Patriot Ledger 


SOUTH AFRICAN FESTIVAL Dido, Queen of Carthage 
by Christopher Marlowe _ directed by Neil Bartlett 


The Syringa Tree March 5-26 Loeb Stage 

by and featuring Pamela Gien 

December 30 - January 16 Loeb Stage Oliy’s Prison American Premiere 
by Edward Bond directed by Robert Woodruff 


Foreign Aids o 
by and featuring Pieter-Dirk Uys April 1-24 . ero Arrow 


January 5-23 Zero Arrow Desire under the Eims 


by Eugene O'Neill — directed by Janos Szasz 
Nothing But the Truth May 14~ June 12 Loeb Stage 


by and featuring John Kani 


January 21-30 Loeb Stage Amerika world Premiere 


« by Franz kafka adapted by Gideon Lester 
The Far Side of the Moon directed by Dominique Serrand 


written & directed by Robert Lepage ra rsd apts 
association with Theatre de la Jeune Lune 
February Ger Loeb Sage June 18 - July 17 Loeb Stage 


American Repertory 7 heatre 
order by phone or online 617.547.8300 www.amrep.org 


64 Brattle Street « Harvard Square * Cambridge 


season sponsor 























: Solis ints lads oS 
serene one 40. © No exchanges or refunds 





LIMITED ENGAGEMENT 
NOW PLAYING 
Doig FEBRUARY 26 





BOSTON 


Just text phx to 23578 and tell us who you want us to 
plore) qm ellie om 2iantame (ole merci ales] (-toMcialicl amo) ab Male cal- i |B elele |< elo) ar=) a 
www.txt2firt.com or call 1 (866) 312-FLRT (3578). Join today! 
The first text message you send in every conversation is FREE! 
PVacci gma atel eal <-1-] oMod atc 1 edi ale Mio) au ier.) atol0 Metta e-M ol] ai aal-t-1-t-1¢|-o 


powered by +Xt? {rt 





GL 
n ne 


EVE 
Located Between 


1 
IN STITUTE WBCN & Tower Records 


DECEMBER 14-19 
THE WILBUR THEATRE 





¢ Affordable eyewear 
¢ Complete exams 
¢ Contact lenses 


¢ Designer frames 






WINTER TIP: 
HE 


SALT EATS CARS 


1255 Boyiston Street 
PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 


3 617-262-2020 
WASH YOUR CAR REGULARLY Ni Affil'ste-of the New Exaland Collede of Ontamet www.ne-eyeinstitute.org 
DURING THE WINTER MONTHS 






Best Car Wash & Best Car Detailing 


Aye Car Washit = i tae 20% off Eye Exams, Eye Glasses, and 
617 254-3200 acailentarenak com Contact Lenses with ales ad* 3 


Car Wash Coupons & Detailing Gift Certificates Available 
*can not be combined with any other offer or insurance 


HOURS: Mon-Wed 8-6. Thu& Fr 8-7, Sat 8-5. Sun 9-5 































BY RUTH TOBIAS 


ERE SO OVER visions of sugarplums. 

In adulthood, at a time of year when 

food is synonymous with revelry, our 
gastronomic fantasies run from the utterly ro- 
coco to the simply wicked. They begin, per- 
haps, with a tabletop straight out of a Flemish 
still life, scattered with oysters glistening like 
pearls themselves and lustily torn hunks of 


crusty bread; variegated bottles of Champagne, 


of mead, of port; black grapes spilling from sil- 
ver bowls and chargers spread with cheeses in 
full deliquescence. Next comes a platter laden 
with viands: clove-studded hams, mammoth 
drumsticks, hooked flounder, sausage links. 
And maybe its bearer is a buxom, pink- 
cheeked, giggling wench, or a golden-curled, 


Sweet 


— and savory — 
reAms 


Splurge on a fantasy-dining experience this holiday season 


loincloth-clad houseboy, or both . . . oops, 
sorry, those versions aren't for publication (at 
least not this one). This fantasy is strictly culi- 
nary, and occurs in a posh restaurant setting 
right here in Boston, the kind in which price is 
no object for any who enter there — which, in 
this version, means you. 

To aid in your stimulation, we’re leading you 
on a splurge-seeking expedition, pointing out 
the sort of extravagant eating experiences you 
can expect to encounter when you strike out 
on your own. Generously enough, we’ve also 
included a few under-$30 options for those of 
you who are too broke even to dream big. 


ICTURE YOURSELF, then, whiling away 

the afternoon in a plush antique armchair 
amid cultivated murmurs and the clinking of 
china: it’s teatime, when the seemingly exclu- 
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sive adjectives “civilized” and “decadent” are 
allowed to meet and briefly become synony- 
mous. And their favorite rendezvous is the 
Bristol Lounge, whose Four Seasons Tea 
Royale ($31) is the stuff of local tradition. The 
sandwiches alone enact the evolution of the 
term “upper crust”: think chicken-apricot 
salad wrapped in lavash spread with 
rosemary-apricot butter; smoked salmon and 
egg salad on tomato bread with dill cream, 
sprinkled with capers and red onion; shrimp- 
crab-mango salad on scallion brioche with 
lime-chipotle spread; and cucumber, tomato, 
and a schmeer of herbed boursin on plain 
brioche. Baked goods range from scones and 
tea bread with strawberry jam and lemon 
curd, to desserts that change weekly: spicy 
pumpkin tart, perhaps, and cool retro pineapple- 
coconut cake, and chocolate fondant, washed 


ERIC LEVIN 


down with a pot of your choice of 10 teas (in- 
cluding black currant, Darjeeling, and jas- 
mine). There’s even a cherry on top: one Kir 
Royale (Champagne infused with creme de 
cassis) for toasting your inner Brahmin. 
Meanwhile, though still fairly new to the 
teatime game, LEspalier serves a spread 
that’s as indulgent as it gets, short of includ- 
ing opium in golden pipes carried in on tas- 
seled silk pillows. Take Red Riding Hood’s 
Basket ($32): if its contents were at all what 
the Brothers Grimm imagined, their fairy tale 
would have had a happy ending, since the 
wolf wouldn’t have wasted calories on the kid. 
Instead, he’d have noshed on her canapés: 
lime-grilled lobster with chili aioli; goat 
cheese-pistachio truffles; foie gras torchon 
with a relish of cranberries, apples, and 
pecans. And nibbled her classic tea sandwich- 
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es: cucumber-—cream cheese; smoked salmon 
with mache; ham and Camembert. And sam- 
pled her currant scones, served with clotted 
cream, honey, and jam. And her sweets: co- 
conut macaroons, hazelnut-raisin cookies, and 
cinnamon-rum madeleines; chocolate-dipped 
strawberries and white chocolate—mint 
truffles; swan-shaped pastries and chestnut- 
chocolate torte. Of course, the basket also 
contains a pot of tea (a selection of eight in- 
cludes elderflower, oolong jade, and wild 
mint), but those who are lupine for wine can 
throw in a glass of brut rosé for $18 extra to 
make this ending all the happier. 

Then again, if tea is not in fact your cup of 
tea, maybe one of the city’s most sumptuous 
signature dishes will better serve as the object 
of your culinary desire. Locke-Ober’s famed 
lobster Savannah ($62), for instance. Against 
the backdrop of the equally famous dining 
room, all carved mahogany and stained glass, 
only concoctions as rich as this could possibly 
stand out: it’s made of the meat of a two-pound 
lobster, first sautéed with butter, cream, and 
sherry; then simmered with a mixture of lobster 
stock, cream, and more sherry, as well as shal- 
lots, garlic, wild mushroom, red peppers, and 
the lobster’s own tomalley; and finally stuffed 
back in its shell, sprinkled with parsley and 
parmesan, and finished under the broiler. Just 
think of the company in which you'll be upon 
taking a bite — Cabots, Lodges, Kennedys . . . 

Of course, if you’ve already got a’l the com- 
pany you want, you might make it ¢ fficial over 
the Oak Room’s Tableside Chatea.briand for 
Two ($86). In yet another splendid setting — 
high-ceilinged and hung with crystal chande- 
liers — one of the old guard of Beantown 
steak houses ceremoniously serves up its enor- 
mous center-cut tenderloin along with two 
sauces (merlot demiglace and béarnaise, the 
classic tarragon-tinged egg sauce), asparagus, 
and your choice of potato: baked, smashed, au 
gratin, or fried with onions. Or would you 
rather canoodle over caviar? At the Federal- 
ist — not generally known for traditionalism, 
despite its sedate décor — the caviar service is 
classic, indeed romantically so: an ounce of 
pungent gray sevruga ($65) or golden, nutty 
osetra ($85) calls for blini besprinkled with 
such fixings as capers, minced red onion, and 
chopped hard-cooked egg, along with dollops 
of creme fraiche. 

For a final splittable splurge, try the piatto 
di frutti di mare at new North End raw bar 
Neptune Oyster, a smart little spot on 
Salem Street with an old-fashioned wharf-side 
aura. Between the etched plate-glass facade 
and the elegant pressed-tin ceiling, the mir- 
rored walls and wood trim, you’d half-expect 
the barkeep to don a handlebar mustache and 
shirtsleeves. Actually, not so much — but rest 
assured that whatever expectations the setting 
creates for a sparklingly pure and simple as- 
sortment of shellfish will be more than met. 
The Triton ($45) presents six Wellfleet oysters 
and six clams (three littlenecks and three 
cherrystones) on the half-shell, as well as two 
crab claws, two shrimp, half a lobster tail, and 
garlic-steamed mussels (of course, cocktail 

sauce and a mignonette or two arrive on the 
side for dipping). Meanwhile, the Neptune, at 
$75, nearly doubles the portions — so if the 
conventional wisdom regarding shellfish’s 
aphrodisiacal powers is even half true, you 
may fall right back into triple-X-fantasy mode. 
If your tastes run toward tapas-style small 
plates rather than grand gleaming platters, 
there’s only one way to go for the gusto: order 
the dégustation. A multi-course menu is an oc- 
casion for not merely conspicuous but also 
perspi cacious consumption, providing a sort 
of edible overview of the chef’s skills and sen- 
sibilities as well as developing a harmony the 
careful diner can discern from dish to dish. 
Justly celebrated in this wise is the chef’s tasting 
at No. 9 Park. Available in several different 
guises — a six- or eight-course lunch, with a 
paired wine flight ($74/$96) or without 
($48/$64), and a seven- or nine-course dinner 
with wine ($135/$185) or without ($85/$110) 
— Barbara Lynch’s menu provides a lavish in- 
troduction to her French-influenced fondness 
for offal, fowl, and fungi. Lunch, for instance, 
unfolds something like this: you start off with a 
soupcon of sweet bay scallops laced with pro- 
sciutto in velouté (a rich white sauce), followed 
by a (relatively) traditional lobster thermidor. 





tt 
BRISTOL 


LOUNGE 


Next come tiny gnocchi, pungently paired with 
black truffles and mimolette (a pleasingly sharp, 
hard, red-orange aged cheese from northern 
France). Then come the obligatory glandular or- 
gans: foie gras arrives in a terrine accompanied 
by apple gelée, walnut vinaigrette, and honey, 
while crispy sweetbreads attend rabbit sausage, 
along with delicata squash (a butternut-like 
winter variety) and celery root. Similarly earthy 
is the pheasant that follows — both breast and 
leg meat alongside lady apples and turnips. And 
now you cleanse your palate with cranberry 
granité in anticipation of dessert: first, creamy 
black-pepper cheesecake offset by tart green- 
apple sorbet, and finally, a chocolate pastry called 
rissole with sultanas, pecans, and a rum-raisin 
glace. And all the while you've been sipping 
cuvée and Vouvray, nebbiolo and Moscato d’Asti. 
How could you possibly top that? By return- 
ing for dinner, of course. Here, too, you begin 
with the scallop velouté, but this time it’s fol- 
lowed by roast lobster — skewing Asian with 
yuzu butter and coconut — and Champagne- 
style sole with lemon and cépes. Foie gras and 
truffles now appear in a mousse served with 
brioche toasts and port gelée, while the earlier 
presentation of sweetbreads, rabbit, and cele- 
riac is reconfigured, with the meats filling 
fresh agnolotti and the root creamed in service 
of the sauce. Rich as the two dishes are, 
they’re bridged by a third that’s every bit their 
equal: bone-marrow flan with wild-mushroom 
fricassee. Next alights the bird — Muscovy 
duck breast, in this case, intriguingly balanced 
by pineapple relish and watercress purée. And 
again granité provides brief relief, this time in 
both cranberry and apple flavors — although 
the first dessert is plenty refreshing in itself; 
sweet-tart Meyer-lemon marmalade gains in 
creamy contrast from yogurt sorbet and al- 
mond nougat. Rissole completes this feast as 
well, and most of the aforementioned 
lunchtime wines do double duty at dinner. Of 
course, if it all strikes you — an impossible-to- 
please type even in your own fantasy world — 





as slightly skimpy, you can opt for a supple- 
mental selection of cheeses for an additional 
$4 per piece. 

Meanwhile, if anyone’s got the New Ameri- 
can chops to follow in Lydia Shire’s clogsteps 
across the kitchen floor of Excelsior, it’s for- 
mer Harvest chef Eric Brennan — as he’s 
currently proving with a five-course tasting 
menu as variegated and robust as the hand- 
some dining room, complete with famous 
glass “wine tower” in which it’s served 
($85/$125 with wine). The current roster 
leads with saffron-tinged lobster tail — 
poached, chilled, served with fennel rouille 
and smoked tomato, and paired with a sauvi- 
gnon blanc. Next up, Florida black grouper 
adapts to winter weather with a dusting of 
porcini, a spiced red-wine reduction, and 
sunchoke-potato roésti, complemented by a 
glass of shiraz. Vermont pheasant receives 
similar seasonally appropriate treatment, 
braised with sage, sliced, and served with 
both parsley purée and a sauce of rendered 
foie gras, as well as warm Brussels 
sprout—bacon salad. Once you've drained its 
accompanying pinot noir, prepare for a glass 
of Rioja alongside lamb two ways: roast loin 
and braised shank dress up with a drizzle of 
mint oil and potatoes puréed in goat’s milk. 
Finally, a dessert duo includes semifreddo-like 
frozen nougat soufflé and torta di amaretti, 
plus a honeyed sip of Moscato d’Asti. 

On that note (i.e., Italian), we might turn to 
Via Valverde, where the tasting menu is the 
focal point of restaurateur Paolo Diecidue’s vi- 
sion. Actually, the word “menu” is something 
of a misnomer, since said vision is derived 
from the sort of eateries you find in campagna 
that simply start bringing food to the table 
from the moment you sit down — dishes based 
solely on available ingredients and on the 
chef’s mood. In that spirit, says Diecidue, 
every chef’s tasting at Via Valverde is to some 
extent improvised, “orchestrated between the 
kitchen and the front of the house. We’re going 
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to take you around Italy in four courses” 
($67/$107 with wine). Assuming, that is, 
you're willing. “If you’re someone who'll come 
in and say, ‘I don’t eat this, I don’t eat that,’ we 
recommend you order from the [regular print- 
ed] menu,” Diecidue admits. But by “you” he 
doesn’t mean you, fantasy star. You and your 
co-star for the evening, he knows, are game for 
anything — which is why he and chef Daniel 
DeCarpis will prepare a special antipasto fot 
each of you, followed by homemade pasta, a 
tailor-made entrée, and a cheese course. Per 
haps they'll bring you crespelle al forno filled 
with wild mushrooms and truffle-scented mas- 
carpone, while your (more-or-less) significant 
other receives house-baked bruschetta topped 
with prosciutto, warm gorgonzola, and 
poached figs. Perhaps, promises Diecidue — 
because he really likes you — “I’m gonna bring 
you a rabbit and I’m gonna blow your mind,” 
while your special friend gets dibs on seared 
sea scallops in a saffron-scented tomato broth. 
Perhaps sea urchin will be involved, or home- 
made sausage. In any event, your meal will be 
a journey — especially if you’re bringing wine 
director Peter Nelson, also of the Wine Botte- 
ga, along as your wine guide. After all, he too 
is ready to “take you places you’ve never 
been,” oenologically speaking. If such talk 
sounds not simply passionate but downright 
intimate, well, your food-fantasy dialogue will 
be writing itself 


UT PERHAPS you've he 

you sigh sadly, even my dream pockets are 
empty — eve find naught but 
lint. Never you mind: pampering needn't be 
painfully pricey. Take teatime: there are af 
fordable alternatives to the exorbitant exam 
ples above. Back at LEspalier, for instance, 
you can order the Make Way 
($23) and enjoy the sam 


ard enough: ala 


n in dreams 


for Ducklings 
tea-paired pastries 
and petit fours that pop up in Red’s Basket 
chewing only the canapés and sandwiches. O1 
you can check out Novel. With its tall, velvet 
draped windows, globe-like chandelier, and 
smattering of Audubon prints, the Boston Pub 
lic Library’s lovely café indeed provides a stel 
lar backdrop against which to imagine your 
self as an Edith Wharton character — inward 
ly brooding over dark secrets while chatting 
away aimlessly and nibbling at the goodies in- 
cluded in your Novel Tea ($19.95), which, in 
their stylishness, could themselves have been 
created by Wharton. There are bite-size sand- 
wiches, three rotating varieties in all, includ- 
ing roast beef with caramelized onion and red 
peppers, mozzarella-cucumber with pesto, and 
chicken salad in a sun-dried-tomato wrap; two 
scones, usually cranberry and blueberry; two 
tea breads — one vanilla, one berry; and three 
mini-desserts, currently pecan pie, lemon-curd 
tart, and chocolate torte filled with raspberry 
cream. And, of course, there’s a pot of your 
choice of 10 teas to languish over in oh-so- 
literary fashion for as long as you like. 

Dinnertime yields some deluxe deals, too. 
Think lobster’s out of your league, even for a 
splurge? Think again; at Jasper White’s 
Summer Shack, the signature clam bake, 
only $27, is a veritable cornucopia of crus- 
tacean and bivalve alike. Steamed together in 
a single bag are a one-pound lobster, mussels, 
clams, corn on the cob, new potatoes, chorizo, 
and a single egg — which historically served 
as a gauge for doneness (by rising to the top); 
a wonderfully extended belly will be your own 
indicator for doneness. 

If you’d just as soon spread the wealth over 
the length of a few courses, Bomboa may be 
your best bet. Its three-course prix fixe ($30) is 
an unexpected weekday luxury, not least for its 
faraway flavors. Currently, for an appetizer, you 
get your choice of mesclun salad with tropical 
fruits, cashews, and hearts of palm in a Cham- 
pagne vinaigrette, or mussels steamed with 
black beans and chicharron in romesco sauce. 
Entrée picks include the ever-popular steak 
frites with chimichurri sauce; roast chicken 
with adobo sauce and a yucca-cilantro purée; 
mahi-mahi with bordelaise (a rich wine-and- 
marrow sauce) alongside gigande beans with 
mustard greens and bacon; or, for a $5 supple 
ment, pan-seared scallops with a pistachio 
vinaigrette and truffled cauliflower risotto. As 
for dessert, those determined to forgo the sig- 
nature chocolate bunuelos due to some sort of 
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FANTASY, from page 23 

contrary streak will actually be rewarded for 

their perversity with coconut bread pudding. 
Speaking of perversity: if chocolate plays a 

part in your most private fantasies, Boston 


boasts numerous outlets for your desire to work 


itself out healthily, in public. Undoubtedly the 
most renowned of these is Café Fleuri’s 
Chocolate Bar ($26). Now in its 16th year, this 
seasonal all-you-can-eat buffet draws Scharffen 
berger snobs and Cocoa Puffs cuckoos alike wit 
its jaw-dropping, eye-popping, saliva-triggering 
spread, which currently includes dozens of 
cakes, tortes, pastries, candies, and made- 
to-order crépes (as well as a selection of 
diet-friendly desserts, which we will, of 
course, happily ignore). You want details, 
you say, your voice growing husky? Very 
well: orange-mousse torte layered with 
chocolate génoise; white chocolate-green 
tea panna cotta; chocolate-croissant bread 
pudding with creme anglaise; Mexican 
chocolate soup; chocolate-dipped straw- 
berries; almond-chocolate clusters and co- 
conut—white chocolate clusters; chocolate- 
chunk scones; even chocolate “sushi” and 
“pizza”... 

But let’s leave the rest up to your imagi- 
nation. After all, we’ve got to get back to 


dessert buffet, where participants of all 
flavors get the sugar orgy under way. 
Thete’s linzertorte and Sachertorte, 
caramel cheesecake and pumpkin pie, al- 
mond bark and nut brittle, tapioca and 
chocolate-dipped pineapple; there are 
homemade marshmallows and cookies ga- 
lore; and there’s still more where it all 
came from. There’s a crépe station, where 
you choose your own ice-cream filling and 
topping; a two-chocolate fondue station; 
and a sundae bar, where you can pile on 
the Heath pieces, Oreo chunks, and 
chopped pistachios — and, of course, the 
cherries and whipped cream. (Just go easy 
on that nozzle.) 

Finally, if you’re truly insatiable, get 
thee to Finale for its signature Choco- 
late Bliss ($26.95). With a whimsical 
presentation worthy of Miro or Calder, 
this sampler for two raises chocolate 
porn to an art form. Centered on Nicole 
Coady’s hallmark molten-chocolate 
cake, it also includes espresso-mousse 
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torte, chocolate-pecan clusters, an assort- 
ment of truffles from white chocolate- 
strawberry to toasted almond, a mousse-like 
chocolate-amaretto cream, and two ices: 
caramel gelato in a coconut-cookie cup and 
pear sorbet in a chocolate-tuile cup. Tomor- 
row it’s back to the reality of store-bought ‘ 
this and sugar-free that, but just for tonight, 
let’s let this fantasy reign. | 
h Ruth Tobias can be reached at 

ruthtobias @earthlink. net. 


WHERE TO 
FIND THE 
FANTASY ISLANDS 


* Bomboa, 35 Stanhope Street, Boston, (617) 236-6363. 
The three-course prix fixe menu is offered Sunday through 
Thursday. 

* Bristol Lounge, Four Seasons Hotel, 200 Boylston Street, 
Boston, (617) 351-2053. The Four Seasons Tea Royale is 
served daily from 3 to 4:30 p.m.; the Viennese Dessert Buffet 
is served Friday and Saturday from 9 p.m. to midnight. 

+ Café Fleuri, Langham Hotel, 250 Franklin Street, Boston, 
(617) 451-1900. The Chocolate Bar runs on Saturdays from 
noon to 3 p.m. 

+ Excelsior, 272 Boylston Street, Boston, (617) 426-7878. 

+ The Federalist, XV Beacon Hotel, 15 Beacon Street, 
Boston, (617) 670-2515. 

+ Finale, 1 Columbus Avenue, Boston, (617) 423-3184; 30 
Dunster Street, Cambridge, (617) 441-9797. 

+ Jasper White’s Summer Shack, 50 Dalton Street, Boston, 
(617) 867-9955; 149 Alewife Brook Parkway, Cambridge, 
(617) 520-9500. 

+ L'Espalier, 30 Gloucester Street, Boston, (617) 262-3023. 
Tea is served Saturday and Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m. 

* Locke-Ober, 3 Winter Place, Boston, (617) 542-1340. 

+ Neptune Oyster, 63 Salem Street, Boston, (617) 742- 
3474. 

* No. 9 Park, 9 Park Street, Boston, (617) 742-9991. 

* Novel, Boston Public Library, 700 Boylston Street, 
Boston, (617) 385-5660. Tea is served Monday through Friday 
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

* Oak Room, Fairmont Copley Plaza, 138 St. James Av- 
enue, Boston, (617) 267-5300. 

+ Via Valverde, 233 Hanover Street, Boston, (617) 742- 
8240. 

— RT 
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Where to shop for passionate fans, 
pups, and philanthropists 


BY GENEVIEVE RAJEWSKI 


and time are in short supply, only the 

idle rich can afford to shop for everyone 
on their list. The rest of us are frequently 
forced to make choices. Boss or favorite co- 
worker? Immediate family only, or nieces and 
nephews too? Friends and lovers? 

So, this year, we suggest you start by re- 
warding the loyal. And when it comes to loy- 
alty, few can compete with Red Sox fans, 
man’s best friend, and those who always re- 
member to keep charity in mind. 


For fans of the Dirt Dogs 

Sure, it’s easy to love the Red Sox now. But 
after years of suffering heartache and indigni- 
ties, it’s the die-hard fans who’ve earned the 
right to relish their moment in the sun. While 
you can find 2004 World Series Champions 
Red Sox hats, shirts, and other gear at pretty 
much any drugstore, gas station, and sports 
store throughout New England (and we do en- 
courage you to go ahead and indulge), it’s the 
bootleg T-shirt that best captures the spirit of 
the “bunch of idiots.” At the What Would 
Johnny Damon Do? Web site, you'll find 
a variety of white WWJDD men’s and 
women’s T-shirts and tops ($19.95- 


CG OME THE HOLIDAYS, when both dollars 





What Wouid Johnay Damen Bo? 


$26.95), all bearing an image of the Savior in 
Center wearing shades. The online store also 
carries a number of white T’s reading 
JOHNNY IS MY HOMEBOY; FOULKE YEAH!; WHO’S 
YOUR PAPI?; and JETERS NEVER WIN ($19.95). 
Yes, we all know how the World Series 2004 
DVD Boston Red Sox vs. St. Louis Cardi- 
nals ($19.95) ends. But that won't keep you 
from biting your nails and welling up with 
tears of joy as the Red Sox make history by 
vanquishing the Yankees and then putting 
away the Cardinals in four. Narrated by Denis 


GIVE THE GIFT OF THEATRE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! 


Huntington subscriptions, tickets, and gift certificates 


make perfect p 


ze Ruyvals 


by Richard Brinsley Sheridan 

Directed by Nicholas Martin 
January 7 - February 6, 2005 
Boston University Theatre 


Sues 
TRUMBO: 


Rep, WHITE AND BLACKLISTED 


by Christopher Trumbo 
Directed by Peter Askin 

with Brian Dennehy 

February 8 - 27, 2005 
Calderwood Pavilion at the BCA 


Brian Dennehy 


“Moving and evocative!” — the New Yorker 


5 play subscriptions for only $185 


FALSETTOS 

Music and lyrics by William finn 
Book by William Finn & James Lapine 
Directed by Daniel Goldstein 

May 20 - June 26, 2005 


J 
A hilarious romp of romantic antics! 
BECOME A HUNTINGTON SUBSCRIBER! 
4 play subscriptions for only $160 - 
call for details 
= 
36 VIEWS CULTURE CLASH 
by Naomi lizuka IN AMERICCA 
Directed by Evan Yionoulis Created, written, & performed 
March 11 - April 10, 2005 by Culture Clash: Richard Montoya, 
Ric Salinas, and Herbert Siguenza 
CALL TODAY! March 18 - May 8, 2005 
@ 


the 
Huntington 





Box Office: 617 266-0800 


www. huntingtontheatre.org 
Exclusive Television Partner: a 
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Leary, the DVD begins with battered Sox fans 
pronouncing at spring training that “this is the 
year,” with varying degrees of conviction. After 
an overview of the season and the Division 
Championship Series, the story finally delves 
into the two series that will have Red Sox Na- 
tion hitting replay all winter. Highlights in- 
clude long, candid takes of the various Cham- 
pagne celebrations, now-prophetic-sounding 
sound bites from Kevin Millar, and very amus- 
ing footage of Alan Embree and Mike Timlin. 
The A-Rod incident and the Sox victory song, 






YMCA of 
Greater Boston 


@ Kecping Families Strong 





To build health of spirit, mind, and body 
based on the highest ideals of the Judeo- 
Christian heritage, and improve the quality of 
life for children, families, and communities 
in the cities and towns of Greater Boston. 


CENTRAL BRANCH 


Celebrate the Joy of the Season... 


The Greatest Giftis the Gift of Health 


Give a Central YMCA membership gr fitness program registration to a friend or loved one. 


Your gift also supports the following programs 
at the Central YMCA: 


- After School Child Care 
- Dignified Housing for Families and Individuals 
- Job Training 
- Teen Programs and Youth Development 
The Gift of Health is not only for you 
and your loved ones, but for the people 
in our community. 


Gift ideas include: 
Personal Training sessions from $40 
Preschool, Youth, and Adult Swimming lessons from $35 
Special Unlimited Pass - Group Exercise and Yoga from $40 
Total Health package from $150 
..and Gift certificates from $20 


Northeas: 
@ 

Green 
kine 


316 Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 02115 


“Dirty Water,” are conspicuously absent; we 
can hope, though, that NESN’s just-released 
DVD Faith Rewarded: The Historic Sea- 
son of the 2004 Boston Red Sox ($19.95), 
delivers them both and more. 

After weeks of celebration and sleep depriva- 
tion, Sox fans likely have forgotten many of the 
details of the now-legendary season and post- 
season. Fortunately, writers Stewart O’Nan and 
Stephen King were taking notes and exchang- 
ing e-mails, from spring training right through 
Keith Foulke’s toss to Doug Mientkiewicz for 
the final out of the World Series. Faithful: 
Two Diehard Boston Red Sox Fans 
Chronicle the Historic 2004 Season 
(Scribner, 2004; $26) allows readers to relive 
the long, sometimes torturous, and ultimately 
triumphant journey of the Red Sox, one game 
at a time. Now and for a lifetime, fans will be 
able to revisit every moment, including Brian 
Daubach’s attempts to make the 2004 roster 
and “defensive liability” (ha!) David Ortiz 
catching Cardinals pitcher Jeff Suppan in a 
base-running blunder on National League turf. 

If your Sox fans are planning a road trip — 
say, to Fort Myers for spring training, or to see 
the Dirt Dogs play at Wrigley Field come June 
— Newbury Comics stocks a Red Sox car- 
decorating kit ($14.99), perfect for outfitting 
their ride with logos, pennants, and more. 





For man’s best friend 

A visit to Polka Dog Bakery rewards you 
just as much as it does the pet lover on your 
list. The South End doggy café delights the 
senses with its black-and-white photos of 
happy canine customers, glass cases and canis- 
ters full of handmade treats, and the (scarily) 
enticing smell of the Peanut Butter Oat- 
meal Crunch, Carob Chip Puppy 
Dough, After Dinner Mints, and other 
puppy munchies on display. If you find it 
hard to choose, the bakery will fill a bag or 
bakery box ($11/pound), lunch box ($12.50 
filled), or treat tin ($24 filled) with a chef’s se- 
lection, lower-calorie treats, or items sized for 


See DOG DAYS, page 28 
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—— For All Your Formal Wears 


NEW TUXEDOS 
for SALE 


Tux RENTALS 


$50 


ALL STYLES 


HUGE SELECTION 
used tuxedos 


most used tux jackets: $50/$60 
most used tux pants:$22.50 










MON-SAT. 10-6 °140 River St. Cambridge 
617.547.2455 * www.keezers.com 
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The collection is from the 
editors and publishers of 
the Bark, a hip, literate, 
dog-centered quarterly out 
of San Francisco that has 
been praised for its intelli- 
gent exploration of “dog 
culture.” Half the material 
in Dog Is My Co-Pilot has 
never been published be- 
fore; authors include Rick 
Bass, Margaret Cho, Erica 
Jong, Caroline Knapp, and 
Alice Walker. 


DOG DAYS, from page 26 
small or large dogs. Month- 
ly deliveries are available 
on request. Also in the 
South End, S’Poochies 
Boutique, a new luxury 
pet shop, offers kosher 
Hanukkah doggy 
treats ($7.99/60) in addi- 
tion to peanut-butter 
bonbons, glazed doggy 
doughnuts, “burgers 
and fries,” and person- 
alized cakes. 

Another way to treat the 
dog lover in your life is to 
replace his pooch’s drooled- 
on toys with ones 
so attractive he 
won't mind 
having them 
lying around. At 
Anthropologie, 
you'll find dra- 
matic Bodhi 
squeak toys 
shaped like deli- 
cate lotus flowers 
or “lucky” carps 
($15), as well as 
the rugged IB 
Squeaky Octo- 
pus chew toy ($10), 
made of rugged purple canvas and soft, 
durable fleece. The store also 
sells fleece-trimmed, 
squeaky Bite Meez 
dog or alligator 
hand puppets 
($10), which are so 
charming their recipi- 
ent may be loath to 
sacrifice them to a rousing 
wrestling match with his dog. 
Meanwhile, S’Poochies carries a 
squeaky stuffed dreidel ($8.99). 

Are you more fashion-minded? If so, ignore 
your friends’ chewed shoes and pet-hair-cov- 
ered clothes, and pimp their pooch instead. 
Anthropologie stocks a number of soft, colorful 
dog scarves ($8 and $14), featuring 
rosettes, pompons, fringe, and more. At 
S’Poochies Boutique, you'll find WagWear 





















For those who love 
underdogs 
Should the Red Sox fan 
or dog lover in your life be- 
lieve the holidays should 
be about giving, not receiv- 
ing, consider a gift that 
benefits a local charity. Tick- 
ets for January’s “Hot Stove, 
Cool Music” concert at the Paradise 
nave sold out, but it’s still possible to share 
the music/sports/philanthropy phenomenon 
Little Lily with someone you love. At record stores, you 
leather can buy Peter Gammons Presents: Hot 
dog bootie Stove, Cool Music Volume 1 ($12.98), a 
CD featuring musical veterans Kay Hanley 
and Bill Janovitz, as well as Susan Tedeschi, 
Paul Westerberg, Pearl Jam, Dropkick 
Murphys, and performanc- 










Bodhi lucky carp 
squeak toy 


es by both baseball 
analyst/concert organizer Peter Gammons 
and Theo Epstein’s band, Trauser. Proceeds 
go to the Jimmy Fund, which benefits cancer 
care and research at Boston’s Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute. 

Polka Dog Bakery has created a perpetual 
calendar ($24) featuring black-and-white 
portraits of its canine cus- 
tomers. All proceeds are 
donated to the Animal Res- 
cue League of Boston. 

At the Registry of 
Motor Vehicles, you can 
score a do-good license 
plate. Funds collected from 
the Red Sox/Jimmy Fund 
plate, which sports the Red 
Sox logo, go toward fighting 
— GR ] cancer; funds from the 
Massachusetts Animal 


SNIFF IT OUT AT... 


¢ Anthropologie, 799 Boylston Street, Boston, (617) 262-0545; Atrium Mall, 
300 Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill, (617) 559-9995; www.anthropologie.com. 
* Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles, www.mass.gov/rmv. 


* Newbury Comics, various locations; www.newburycomics.com. 

+ Polka Dog Bakery, 256 Shawmut Avenue, Boston, (617) 338-5155; 
www.polkadog.com. 

* S’Poochies Boutique, 400 Tremont Street, Boston, (617) 357-7387. 

« What Would Johnny Damon Do?; wwidd.org. 





leashes and collars 
($125), Little Lily 
leather dog booties 
($99-$129/set of four), 
and designer pet 
totes ($200-$350) in 
patent leather, leopard 
print, plaid, and more. 
If you can’t bring 
yourself to gift your 
loved one via her dog, 
opt for Dog Is My Co-Pilot: Great 
Writers on the World’s Oldest 
Friendship (Crown, 2003; $14), an an- 
thology of essays, short stories, and com- 
mentaries that explore life with dogs. 
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Coalition plate (featuring the image of a 

dog and a cat with the caption I’M ANIMAI 
FRIENDLY) go to nonprofit humane organizations 
and municipal animal-control agencies to sup- 
port low-cost or free spaying-and-neutering 
programs. Both plates have an initial registra- 
tion fee of $36 and a special-plate fee of $40, 
and cost $81 to renew every two years. Ec! 


Genevieve Rajewski can be reached at 
ticktockwordshop@comcast.net. 
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www.theperceptionists.com * www.wfnx.com SSE) ZN puma.c A = 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 16th * THE PARADISE ROCK at 
967 COMMONWEALTH AVE « BOSTON « TIX: $17.50/$20 « 18+ w/ID* 8pm DOORS 
TIX AVAILABLE AT PARADISE BOX OFFICE OR TICKETMASTER * wwwicketmaster.com + 617.931.2000 
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BOURNE In this fast-paced sequel Matt Damon is Jason Bourne, a man who's haunted by 
his splintered past. When a top CIA agent (Joan Allen) attempts to hunt him 
down he must use every skill that he possesses to live another day and, 
hopefully, discover the truth about his identity. This movie is rated PG-13 and will 
be released on December 7, 2004. 


A highly original and smart romantic-zombie-comedy, this quirky British film packs 
quite a punch! The plot follows a guy who's suddenly confronted by the fact that he’s 
sleepwalking through his life; all while he tries to protect his loved ones from the 
living dead. This movie is rated R and will be released on December 21, 2004. 


Tam daltomel=iielalegel mae) parla) d(emerolaal-.ehvar-lam-(eftalem elgebacclalalicmolt-h\{-1 al ar-10] mi =l2)ae-) ahve im ale) 
was once a rising star has his last hurrah with the elite at Wimbledon. However, 
things don’t end up going the way he plans when he meets a mischievous up- 
Yate prove) aaviaremeclalalice 0)gom (4) e-)¢-1am BJU lal-19 mu ialeme | hVct-m allan ir: lmal-\\Val (-¥-}-1-Me) om ole) dal allow ic) 
& his game. This movie is rated PG-13 and will be released on December 28, 2004. 





PORTER SQUARE 
1740 MASS. AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE 
617-497-2001 


DAVIS SQUARE 
238 ELM ST. 
SOMERVILLE 
617-625-4900 


TWO FOR TUESDAY! 
RENT ONE MOVIE AND 
GET ONE FREE 


CENTRAL SQUARE 
765 MASS. AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE 
617-864-8400 


TWIN CITY PLAZA 
14 MCGRATH HWY. 
SOMERVILLE 
617-628-6000 
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OVER $30. 
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Express rental coupons 
icelet:\Ymr-lalemy-1-M-laMiatye-lale 
Savings on your rentals. 
20 Rentals are_ only 
$54.95 plus tax. (That's 
only $2.75 per rental!) 
Good for all rentals 
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SAVE MONEY AT 
HOLLYWOOD 









The Bourne 
Supremacy- 
In this fast- 
paced sequel 
Matt Damon 
is Jason 
Bourne, a 
man who's 
haunted by 
his splintered past. When a 
top CIA agent (Joan Allen) 
attempts to hunt him down 
he must use every skill that 
he possesses to live another 
day and, hopefully, discover 
the truth about his identity. 
This movie is rated PG-13 
and will be released on 
December 7, 2004. 
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DodgeBall: A 
True Underdog 
Story- A 
charismatic 
underachiever 
(Vince 
Vaughn) who 
owns a 
rundown gym 
finds himself in a comedic 
pickle when their local gym 
is threatened by a large 
fitness mogul (Ben Stiller). 
A group of the gym’s misfit 
members must then rise to 
the challenge in a winner 
take all tournament of 
Dodgeball. This movie is 
rated PG-13 and will be 
released on December 7, 2004. 





Maria Full of 
Grace- This 
moving & 
realistic film 
details the 
harrowing 
experiences of 
a 17-year-old 
Colombian girl 
who becomes a heroin 
runner in Joshua Marston's 
acclaimed directorial debut. 
Leaving her desperate home 
life behind, Maria (Catalina 
Sandino Moreno, in an 
award-winning role) takes an 
offer to transport heroin into 
the United States, with dire 
consequences. This movie is 
rated R and will be released 
on December 7, 2004. 





Collateral- |n 
this moody, 
taut thriller 
from director 
Michael 
Mann, a taxi 
driver 
(Jamie Foxx, 
Ray) is 
recruited against his will to 
assist a mysterious hit man 
(Tom Cruise) over the 
course of a lone evening. 
This movie is rated R and 
will be released on 
December 14, 2004. 





The Princess 
Diaries 2: 
Royal 
Engagement- 
Settled in 
Genovia, the 
now Princess 
Mia (Anne 
Hathaway) 
discovers that in order to 
retain her royal title she is 
required to become married 
within a certain short period 
of time. Finding her list of 
suitors less than desirable, 
she struggles to retain her 
newfound composure with 
the aid of her grandmother 
(Julie Andrews). This movie 
is rated G and will be released 
on December 14, 2004. 





Anacondas: 
The Hunt for 
the Blood 
Orchid- When 
a scientific 
expedition is 
sent to the 
wilds of 
Borneo in 
search of a 
mythical black orchid, the 
group gets way more than 
bargained for! They must 
take on giant snakes are 
fiercely protecting the 
source of their super size 
and strength. This movie is 
rated PG-13 and will be 
released on December 21, 
2004. 





Danny 
Deckchair- 
Based ona 
true story, this 
high-flying 
ma film is fun for 
p all! When an 
average guy 
: accidentally 
ends up taking off in a lawn 
chair strapped to giant 
helium-filled balloons, he 
starts a whole new life in 
the far-off town where he 
crash lands; until his old life 
catches up to him. This 
movie is rated PG-13 and 
will be released on 
December 21, 2004. 
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De-Lovely- 
Kevin Kline 
turns ina 
skilled 
performance 
as American 
composer 
Cole Porter 
in this 
biographical 
drama by Irwin Winkler. Told 
in flashback, the film 
explores Porter's complex 
relationship with Linda Lee 
(Ashley Judd) whom he 
loved unconditionally 
despite his sexual 
preference for men. As 
expected, Porter's music 
takes center stage in the 
film, with pop stars like Elvis 





scheme. With Meryl Streep 
as an icy senator entangled 
in the power grab and 
Denzel Washington as the 
veteran soldier whose 
dreams may hold a key to 
the truth. This movie is rated 
R and will be released on 
December 21, 2004. 


Napoleon 
Dynamite- 
This film is a 
hilariously 
tortured look 
at high 
school and 
family life 
through the 
eyes of 
eccentric, perennial loser 
Napoleon Dynamite, 
perfectly played by Jon 
Heder. Napoleon trudges 
through a variety of awkward 
situations with a nerdy, 
unselfconscious zeal that 
results in many laugh-out- 
loud scenarios. This movie is 
rated PG and will be released 
on December 21, 2004. 





Shaun of the 
Dead- A 
highly 
Original and 
smart 
romantic- 
zombie- 
comedy, this 
quirky British 
film packs 
quite a punch! The plot 
follows a guy who’s 
suddenly confronted by the 
fact that he’s sleepwalking 
through his life; all while he 
tries to protect his loved 
ones from the living dead. 
This movie is rated R and 
will be released on 
December 21, 2004. 





Anchorman: 
The Legend 
of Ron 
Burgundy- 
It's the 1970's 
and San 
Diego 
anchorman 
Ron 
Burgundy (Will Ferrell) is the 
top dog in network TV, 
allowing for freewheeling 
sexism with his fraternal-like 
crew. But the boys better 
not get too comfortable 
because a beautiful and 
ambitious reporter Veronica 
Corningstone (Christina 
Applegate) is about to shake 
things up! This movie is rated 
PG-13 and will be released on 
December 28, 2004. 








Garden State- 
Actor Zach 
Braff of TV's 
Scrubs makes 
his acclaimed 
debut as a 
filmmaker in 
this funny, 
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finds Alice (Milla Jovovich) 
struggling to make sense 
out of the virus outbreak 
she’s happened upon. Her 
highest priority is to team 
up with other survivors and 
prevent the Umbrella 
Corporation from turning 
more towns into mobs of 
bloodthirsty zombies. This 
movie is rated R and will be 
released on December 28, 
2004. 


Sex and the 
City: Season 
6, Part 2- Sex 
this good 
can't last 
forever...but 
Carrie 
Bradshaw 
(Sarah Jessica 
Parker) and 
her three best friends — 
Miranda (Cynthia Nixon), 
Charlotte (Kristin Davis) and 
Samantha (Kim Cattrall) - 
are back for one last fling, 
sure to be scintillating and 
unpredictable as the 
metropolis they live in. It's 
the last hurrah for Carrie 
and Co., with more new 
episodes of the sixth, and 
final, season of HBO's 
smash-hit comedy series. 
This TV series is unrated 
and will be released on 
December 28, 2004. 





Wicker Park- 
This spine- 
tingling 
thriller tells 
the story of a 
young 
Chicago 
advertising 
executive 
(Josh Hartnett) who 
becomes obsessed with a 
woman he sees in a Cafe, 
believing her to be his 
long-lost love. He follows 
her home to her apartment 
and then goes so far as to 
put his engagement on 
hold; leading him down a 
dangerous path. This 
movie is rated PG-13 and 
will be released on 
December 28, 2004. 





Wimbledon- 
In this 
delightful 
romantic 
comedy an 
aging pro- 
tennis player 
(Paul 
Bettany) who 
was once a 
rising star has his last 
hurrah with the elite at 
Wimbledon. However, 
things don’t end up going 
the way he plans when he 
meets a mischievous up-and 
coming tennis-pro (Kirsten 
Dunst) who gives him a new 
lease on both his life & his 
game. This movie is rated 
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Troy- An 
adaptation of 
Homer's great 
epic, the film 
follows the 
assault on 
Troy by the 
united Greek 
forces 
(including Brad Pitt) and 
chronicles the fates of the 
men involved. The story 
unfolds when Paris (Orlando 
Bloom), the son of the king 
of Troy, falls in love with 
Helen (Diane Kruger), the 
wife of the king of Sparta, 
resulting an epic war that 
tears his family & his 
kingdom apart. This movie 
is rated R and will be 
released on January 4, 2005. 





The Village- 
From 
suspense 
filmmaker M. 
Night 
Shyamalan 
comes this 
taut tale of 
an isolated 
town confronting the 
astonishing truth that lies 
just outside its borders. At 
first glance, this village 
seems picture perfect, but 
the close-knit community 
lives with the frightening 
knowledge that creatures 
reside in the surrounding 
woods. The fears are 
expounded when one of 
their own (Joaquin Phoenix) 
decides to take a daring risk 
that forever changes their 
town. This movie is rated 
PG-13 and will be released 
on January 11, 2005. 





Without a 
Paddle- In 
this comedic 
romp three 
lifelong 
friends (Seth 
Green, 
Matthew 
Lillard & Dax 
Shepard) find themselves 
on a Canoe trip in search of 
a $200,000 treasure. Unaware of 
the obstacles in front of them, 
they come up against a 
dangerous river and whacked- 
out mountain men (Burt 
Reynolds). This movie is rated 
PG-13 and will be released on 
January 11, 2005. 





Catwoman- 
In a mystical 
twist of fate, 


~ 
, a shy demure 
pe artist (Halle 
Berry) is 
transformed 






into a woman 
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and a trendy new restaurant; 
so what's his problem? See 
Larry spike some brownies, 
recommend a deranged 
nanny, thwart an Alanis 
Morissette concert, rob a 
grave and get a kid drunk. 
Along the way he encounters 
Martin Scorsese, Cheri Oteri, 
Richard Lewis, Krazee-Eyez 
Killa, and the Holy Family 
..and manages to piss them 
all off. This TV series is 
unrated and will be released 
on January 18, 2005. 


Alien Vs. 
Predator- An 
expedition of 
archaeologists 
on Earth 
discover an 
Aztec temple 
hidden under 
the Antarctic 
circle, housing a host of 
Alien creatures. A group of 
five coming-of-age Predators 
have also come to the 
temple, as it has long been a 
training ground for their 
race. From there on, it's 
Aliens vs. Predators, with 
the humans caught in the 
middle. Whoever wins, we 
lose! This movie is rated 
PG-13 and will be released 
on January 25th, 2005. 





Lewis Black: 
Black on 
Broadway- 
Comedian 
Lewis Black 
goes on tirade 
after tirade 
about stupidity 
in America. He 
covers everything from 
corporate greed and Martha 
Stewart to WMDs and home- 
land security. This special is 
not rated and will be released 
on January 25th, 2005. 





Vanity Fair- 
Mira Nair 
(Monsoon 
Wedding) 
brings 
Thackeray's 
witty 
indictment of 
British social 
conventions to the screen 
with a talented cast of stars. 
Reese Witherspoon plays 
Becky Sharp, a bubbly and 
ambitious girl from a lower- 
class family who's 
determined to scale the 
ladder of social influence. 
But what seems like the 
perfect means to a perfect 
end, marriage to the 
dashing and aristocratic 
Rawdon Crawley (James 
Purefoy), ends up sending 
Becky on a disastorous 
































































































































recruited against his will to 
assist a mysterious hit man 
(Tom Cruise) over the 
course of a lone evening. 
This movie is rated R and 
will be released on 
December 14, 2004. 


The Door in 
the Floor- In 
this 
tragicomic 
adaptation of 
John Irving's 
best-selling 
novel A 
Widow For 
One Year, a famous 
children's books author (Jeff 
Bridges) brings his family to 
the Hamptons for the 
summer in the hopes of 
putting their recent tragedy 
behind them and to rekindle 
a new romance with his 
wife (Kim Basinger). When 
infidelity and lingering loss 
fail to dissipate, the couple 
drifts even further apart. 
This movie is rated R and 
will be released on 
December 14, 2004. 





|, Robot- Set 
in the year 
2035, this 
futuristic 

me thrill ride 

| speaks to a 
time in which 
technology 
and robots 
are a trusted part of 
everyday life. However, that 
trust is broken when a 
scientist (James Cromwell) 
is found dead and a 
skeptical technology-phobic 
detective (Will Smith) 
believes that a robot is 
responsible. This movie is 
rated PG-13 and will be 
released on December 14, 
2004. 
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CAVIO U S U Te 
relationship with Linda Lee 
(Ashley Judd) whom he 
loved unconditionally 
despite his sexual 
preference for men. As 
expected, Porter's music 
takes center stage in the 
film, with pop stars like Elvis 
Costello, Natalie Cole, and 
Alanis Morissette singing 
his standards to great effect 
This movie is rated PG-13 
and will be released on 
December 21, 2004. 


King Arthur- 
In this epic, 
demystified 
take on the 
tale of King 
Arthur and 
the Knights 
of the Round 
Table, the 
action focuses on the facts 
behind Arthur's (Clive 
Owen) journey to becoming 
a king. Under the guidance 
of Merlin and with the 
beautiful, courageous 
Guinevere (Keira Knightley) 
by his side, Arthur will have 
to find the strength within 
himself to change the 
course of history. This 
movie is rated PG-13 and 
will be released on 
December 21, 2004. 





The 
Manchurian 
Candidate- 
Jonathan 
Demme's 
stylish 
remake of 
the 1962 
paranoiac 
Cold War classic has been 
tailored with alarming ease 
to fit our current political 
climate. This time a shady 
Halliburton-esque 
corporation (Manchurian 
Global) is behind the 
conspiracy to capture the 
White House, and Liev 
Schreiber is the decorated 
soldier central to their 





50 Years Celebrating the Art of Film 
Become a Brattle member! 


By being a member, you'll support our non-profit 
programming and receive free admission passes! 


ATTL. 


BRATTL 


Brattle Theatre 40 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA 617-876-6837 www. brattlefilm.org 





Garden State- 
Actor Zach 
Braff of TV's 
Scrubs makes 
his acclaimed 
debut as a 
filmmaker in 
this funny, 
poignant 
portrayal of a 
young actor named Andrew 
Largeman (Braff) whose 
return from L.A. to New 
Jersey for a family funeral 
winds up changing his life. 
Over the course of a few- 
days he must come to turns 
with his father (lan Holm), his 
past & himself all while falling 
for a dazzling, eccentric, 
chronic liar played by Natalie 
Portman. This movie is rated 
R and will be released on 
December 28, 2004. 





Open Water- 
This low- 
budget film 
makes fine 
use of its 
minimal 
means, 
capturing the 
anxiety, 
despondency, 
and panic felt by a pair of 
divers who are abandoned 
in the middle of the ocean. 
Director Chris Kentis uses 
grainy digital video and 
remote location shooting to 
capture raw emotions and 
frayed nerves as the divers 
attempt to overcome hunger, 
rough weather, and the 
eminent arrival of sharks. This 
movie is rated R and will be 
released on December 28, 
2004. 





Resident Evil: 
Apocalypse- 
Picking up 
where the 
first Resident 
| Evil movie 
left off, this 
fast paced 
thrill-ride 
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Wimbledon. However, 
things don’t end up going 
the way he plans when he 
meets a mischievous up-and 
coming tennis-pro (Kirsten 
Dunst) who gives him a new 
lease on both his life & his 
game. This movie is rated 
PG-13 and will be released 
on December 28, 2004 


Harold & 
Kumar Go to 
White Castle- 
In this 
hilarious 
road-trip, 
bonding film 
two twenty 
something 
stoner 
roommates; one a Korean- 
American investment banker 
(John Cho, American 
Wedding), the other an 
Indian-American medical 
school candidate (Kal Penn, 
Van Wilder) go through a 
life changing journey, as 
they spend a night roaming 
the state of New Jersey in 
search of White Castle 
hamburgers. This movie is 
rated R and will be released 
on January 4, 2005. 





Riding 
Giants- A 
semi-serious, 
often 
rollicking, 
multi- 
generational 
insider's look 
at the origins 
of surfing, 
the colorful and subversive 
birth of surf culture, and the 
mythology and lure of the 
big wave. This passionate 
and fluid film presents an 
authentic history of surfing 
from its humble Hawaiian 
beginnings to the big 
business it became, to the 
still-rebellious universe it 
inhabits today. This 
documentary is rated PG-13 
and will be released on 
January 4, 2005. 





DO YOU NEED A 
SONY DVD PLAYER? 





Catwoman- 
In a mystical 
twist of fate, 
a shy demure 
artist (Halle 
Berry) is 
transformed 
into a woman 
with the 
strength, speed, agility and 
ultra-keen senses of a cat. 
With her newfound prowess 
and feline intuition, she 
becomes Catwoman, a sleek 
and stealthy creature, 
literally balancing on the 
thin line between good and 
bad. This movie is rated PG- 
13 and will be released on 
January 18, 2005. 


a 







Cellular- A 
young man 
(Chris Evans) 
receives a Call 
on his cellular 
phone from a 
woman (Kim 
Basinger) 
who says 
she's been kidnapped, and 
thinks she's going to be 
killed soon, along with her 
husband and son who the 
kidnappers have gone after 
next. The catch? She doesn't 
know where she is, and his 
cell phone battery might go 
dead soon! This movie is 
rated PG-13 and will be 
released on January 18, 
2005. 





Curb Your 
Enthusiasm: 
The Complete 
Third Season- 
In this hit 
HBO comedy 
series, Larry 
David has a 
charmed life 
that includes success, 
famous friends, a patient 
wife, a dedicated manager 





Buy your DVD player at 
Holywood Express and receive 
10 Free movie Rentals. 


A $40 vale 
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i a a 
ladder of social influence. 
But what seems like the 
perfect means to a perfect 
end, marriage to the 
dashing and aristocratic 
Rawdon Crawley (James 
Purefoy), ends up sending 
Becky on a disastorous 
slide. This movie is rated 
PG-13 and will be released 
on February 1, 2005. 


The 
Notebook- An 
old-fashioned 
love story 
takes center 
stac? in this 
film that’s 
adapted from 
the best 
selling book by Nicholas 
Sparks. When a young 
couple (Ryan Gosling & 
Rachel McAdams) is swept 
up in love on the cusp of 
World War Il, they find 
heartbreak at every turn. 
The man is sent off to war 
and they go their separate 
ways for 7 years, until he 
returns and once again 
changes her world. This 
movie is rated PG-13 and 
will be released on February 
8, 2005. 





Taxi- Queen 
Latifah plays 
Belle, New 
York’s fastest 
cabbie, whose 
taxi-driving 
expertise -- 
not to mention 
her loaded-to- 
the-max vehicle -- comes in 
handy when a fumbling 
young undercover cop 
(Jimmy Fallon) must crack a 
bank robbery plot hatched by 
a gang of sexy supermodels. 
This movie is rated PG-13 
and will be released on 
February 15th, 2005. 
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Since its founding in 1987, Hollywood Express has been. 
OF-Taale)gielel-m-ami-1-Lellare mmlarel=)el-1arel-1alahvare,al-1e mma 2 (0(-[e me) 20] ¢- 
Over the years, the accolades have rolled in, as one 
publication after another créwned us with their Best-of- 
Class awards. 














Boston Magazine... the Improper Bostonian... the Boston 
Phoenix... the Cambridge Chronicle and the Somerville 
Journal have all repeatedly named us Best Video Store. 
|B )felie-| Ct) Ace) samer-lit-m elma Mlol-to) el ¢- =1e)>)(olamer-lam ol-M e)gelele| 
of." The Boston Glabe wrote, “after visiting more than 50 
video stores, the-winner is Hollywood Express." And 
according to the Boston Phoenix, "...Hollywood Express 
lat-Fmsdur- i aav,eleMe-m (ele) <iale mice) mm: lalemmelge)ey-]e)\muuar-|mycelemel(ela | 
even know you wanted." 
















A Hollywood Express membership gives you access to a 
library of 100,000 movies, from popular new releases to 
hard-to-find foreign, independent, classic and cult films. 
Our live computer network means your membership 
operates seamlessly at all four locations - you can rent and 
return @ any of our four locations at any time. 













Hollywood Express Boston's best... 
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617-864-8400 765 MASSACHUSETTS AVE. CAMBRIDGE 
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617-625-4900 238 ELM STREET, SOMERVILLE 


TWiHIN Ee a aes PLAZA 
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12 Monkeys 
1941 

21 Grams 

8 Mile 

8 Women 

A Beautiful Mind 
A.|. Artificial 
Intelligence 

About a Boy 
Albuquerque 
Almost Famous 
Always 

Amazon Women on 
the Moon 
American Beauty 
American Me 
American Pie 
American Pie 2 
American Werewolf 
in London 

Amistad 

Antz 

Anything Else 
Apostle 

Army of Darkness 
Babe 

The Babe 

Babe: Pig in the City 
Back to School with 
Franklin 

Backdraft 

Barney's Great 
Adventure - The 
Movie 

BASEketball 
Beautiful Creatures 
Beethoven 
Beethoven's 2nd 
Beethoven's 3rd 
Beethoven's 4th 
Beguiled 

Being John 
Malkovich 

Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas 
Best Man 

Beyond the Mat 
Big Fat Liar 

Big Lebowski 

Biker Boyz 

Billy Elliot 

Bird on a Wire 
Black Dog 

Blood Simple 

Blue Crush 

Blues Brothers 
Blues Brothers 2000 
Bone Collector 
Born in East LA. 
Borrowers 
Bowfinger 

Breezy 

Brewster's Millions 
Bride of Chucky 
Bulletproof 

Burbs 

Captain Corelli's 
Mandolin 

Career Opportunities 
Casper 

Cat People 

Catch Me If You Can 
CB4 

Chamber 

Chicken Run 
Clockers 

Coal Miner's 
Daughter 

Come September 
Coogan’s Bluff 
Cotton Mary 








Crooklyn 

Cry Freedom 
Curse of the Jade 
Scorpion 

Dante's Peak 
Darkman 

Dead Men Don't 
Wear Plaid 

Death Becomes Her 
Deliver Us From Eva 
Diamond of Jeru 
Do the Right Thing 
Dragnet (1987) 
Dragon: The Bruce 
Lee Story 
Dragonfly 

Drop Squad 

Ed 

Eiger Sanction 
Elizabeth 
Emperor's Club 
Empire 

End of Days 

Erin Brockovich 
Family Man 

Far and Away 

Far From Heaven 
Fear 

Field of Dreams 
Fierce Creatures 
For Love of the Game 
For Love or Money 
For Richer or Poorer 
For Whom the Bell 
Tolls 

Galaxy Quest 
Game 

Going My Way / 
Holiday Inn Double 
Feature 

Gorillas in the Mist 
Gosford Park 
Gotcha! 

Great Outdoors 
Greedy 

Gridlock'd 

Guru 

Guys 

Hard to Hold 

Hard Way 
Haunting 

Head of State 
Head Over Heels 
Heart and Souls 
Hindenburg 
Hollywood Ending 
Housesitter 

How High 

How to Make an 
American Quilt 
Hurricane 
Imitation of Life (1959) 
In the Name of the 
Father 

Into the Night 
Jackal 

Jaws 

Jaws 2 

Jaws 3 

Joseph King of 
Dreams 

Jungle Fever 
Junior 

Jurassic Park 
Jurassic Park III 
Kindergarten Cop 
K-PAX 

Kuffs 

Last Starfighter 
Leave It To Beaver 
Legal Eagles 
Legend of Bagger 
Vance 


Life 

Life of David Gale 
Lionheart 

Lock, Stock and Two 
Smoking Barrels 
Lonely Guy 

Long Run 

Lost Weekend 
Lost World: Jurassic 
Park 

Major Payne 

Man on the Moon 
Man Who Cried 
Man Who Wasn't 
There 

McHale's Navy 
(1997) 

Meet Joe Black 
Mercury Rising 
Mexican 

Midnight Run 
Minority Report 
Mo’ Better Blues 
Mommy & Me: More 
Playgroup Favorites 
Mommy & Me: 
Playgroup Favorites 
Money Pit 
Monsoon Wedding 
Monty Python's The 
Meaning of Life 
Mouse Hunt 

Mr. Baseball 
Mulholland Drive 
Mummy (1999) 
Mummy Returns 
Musketeer 

My Little Eye 
Mystery Men 
Never Again 

No Name on the 
Bullet 

North Shore 
Notting Hill 

Nurse Betty 

Nutty Professor 
Nutty Professor II 
The Klumps 
October Sky 

On the Edge 

One True Thing 
Out of Africa 

Out of Sight 

Paper 

Patch Adams 
Paulie 

Pianist 

Pillow Talk 
Plainsman 
Possession 
Primary Colors 
Prince of Egypt 
Psycho (1998) 

Red Dragon 
Return to Paradise 
Ride with the Devil 
River 

River Wild 

Road to El Dorado 
Road to Perdition 
Road to Singapore 
Rooster Cogburn 
Scent of a Woman 
Scorpion King 
Screwed 

Sea of Love 
Secret of My 
Success 

Send Me No Flowers 
Session 9 

Sgt. Bilko 

Shadow 

Shape of Things 






Shattered Image 
Shenandoah 


Shocker 

Shrink Is In 
Sinbad-Legend of the 
Seven Seas 
Skulls 

Skulls Ill 

Small Soldiers 
Small Time Crooks 
Smokey and the 
Bandit 

Smokey and the 
Bandit II 

Sneakers 

Snow Falling on 
Cedars 


Somewhere in Time 
Spirit: Stallion of the 
Cimerron 

Spoilers 

Spy Game 

Starry Night 
Streets of Fire 
Strictly Sinatra 
Sweet Charity 
Sylvia 

Thoroughly Modern 
Millie 

Three O'Clock High 
Thrill of it All! 

Time Machine 
Timecop 

Timecop 2: The Berlin 
Decision 

To Wong Foo, Thanks 
For Everything! Julie 
Newmar 

Traffic 

Tremors 

Tremors 2: 
Aftershocks 
Tremors 3: Back to 
Perfection 

Tremors 4: The 
Legend Begins 
Truth About Charlie 
Tuxedo 

Twins 

Two Mules For Sister 
Sara 

U-571 

Uncle Buck 
Undercover Brother 
Videodrome 

Viliage of the 
Damned 

Waking the Dead 
Walk the Talk 

War 

War Arrow 

War Wagon 
Watcher 
Waterworld 

Wet Hot American 
Summer 

What Dreams May 
Come 

What Lies Beneath 
When the Daltons 
Rode 

When We Were 
Kings 

Which Way Is Up? 
Whispering Smith 
Winning 
Wonderland 
Xanadu 

Your Friends & 
Neighbors 


www.ehollywoodexpresswideo.com 
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more cities: 1-888- 291-515 


QUEST PERSONALS” 


CALL - CLICK - CONNECT™ : 


FM assumes no liability, 18+. 
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AIRES: 


990- 2625 
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DOMINANT 
KINKY 
Call NOW! WOMEN 


617.475.9000 
508.713.0000 


enter code: 170 


Or call toll-free at: 
1.877.LAVALIFE (528.2543) 


¢ 


PER MIN 


2 1-800 
80 MIN FOR $20 FOR FIRST-TIME 889-2444 


LAVALIFE USERS.* beyalite 
ALWAYS FREE’ FOR WOMEN Where singles click” ae ache 


Click at a Flick www.lavalife.com/flick $4.99 PER MIN 18+ 
*Special promotion only through customer service. 18+. ‘Carrier charges may apply. 


Casual Dates, Intimate E 


Boston single 
cali every dc. 
& INOW! Men join for only $3 


517-245-1000 


Worcester 508-365-100 


oo Women always call FRE! 
NightLine : Mien use free code 7130) 
5 ue Try mobilehookup FREE! | 


MeetSomeoneTonight.com am Text the word ‘hookup’ tg ‘SFREE’ (5378 = 


HRILL* ‘timate Encoun 


SEERERS Men Call: é 
sw etc |.617-976-TALK 
| 1-800-399-KISS enxspy 
117.245.1052 ve 


, FREE Thrills using code 7136 Ladies Call FREE! 
Men! fi inst 900 jon: 1.900.329.7866 $1.49/min. 
24 arene neal aie inno by tonal ial LLC. Adults only please. wie 1 ae! & 0 (Q- y ce 1 = T A L K 





ADULT CONNECTIONS 
Meet local singles! LE's hun & easy! 
-Set up your own profile & mailbox. 
Call in now & get instant messages! 
1-888-919-2868 


Gtot/Lovies.com 


OVER 10,000 MOVIES 


NO MEMBERSHIPS! NO MONTHLY FEES! 


#4 ADULT 
INTERNET WEBSITE! 


¢ 
¥ 
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1-800-285-8888 
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live Chat! 
Try it Free! 
(code:3300) 


781-860-7385 
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ALWAYS HO. 


i! eee 
900-990-7010 
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HOTTEST 300 


PORN MOVIES 
STARS sTupios 


No Restrictions. Discreet. 
LIVE 1-on-1 Service 
Select Women. 18-68 


$34.50 up to 1/2 hour 
All Major Credit/Debit Cards 


The Instant Replay 
1334 Main St. Waltham, MA 02451. 781-647-3390 


From Current to Classics 


Large selection of adult DVD & VHS 
Used tapes from $5.00 to $14.95 
We Buy & Sell Used DVD & VHS 


Bondage tapes 
buy 1 get 1 FREE 


NAUGHTY 
LOCAL GIRLS! 
Want To Get Nasty With You! 


* Erotic Asian Dolls 

* Hot Ebony Babes 

fa 4 * Sexy Transsexuals 
wae . © Fem/Dom Worship 
7 « Real College Coeds 

1 e Sexy Nude models 


CODE 
30 Minutes FREE!! 92904 


* Hardcore 


10-10-8800 


i Ext. 0600 $1.29 Min 


; it Free! 


Cousteau 


* and many more... 
LARGE SELECTION OF RENTALS 
Bring this AD in & Receive $2.00 off any 
DVD or Tape above $9.88 
Exp. 12/20/2004 


TRICTLY HOT SEX 
WILD LOCAL DATELINE 


(code:3300) 
1-888-599-DATE 


Tel-860-1305 perscre 


Who’s Waiting for You? 

MEN for MEN Bostons Hottes 
Live Talk Line 
l-617-976-2eee 


Ladies Call FREE 
l-800-265-LIVE 
(5483) 


Everyday hundreds of local girls 
call free, looking for guys to 

share their hot fantasies with. 

Talk to local girls who are 

locking for some quick, hot fun. 
Remember, women get horny 
too! Try it, you'll be surprised. 

ALWAYS HOT, ALWAYS LIVE! -4& 


* 69: 4 


1-838-420- BASE 


APPLE SPA Soames 


QUICKIES 
DIRECTIONS: 


Hor rid, 
12 15 min. $22 “4 Beat 
jee ne 922: PHOwE sey 
WE HAVE igen 
Take Rt. 95 Exit 18 Thurbers Ave. IT ALL 
Follow Thurbers Ave. West 1/2 mile Women 
Turn left onto Broad Street 1021 18-60 years Mi 
Broad Street is on the right, 2nd Floor and Shemales. i 
PRIVATE: 
PN ULIG Low 
BEHIND BUILDING 


1021 BROAD STREET 
2ND FLOOR ¢ PROVIDENCE, Ri 


(401) 941-9901 


Boston 
617-848-1677 
781-850-0066 
978-513-2411 
401-427-2299 
646-507-5564 
Other Loc 
1-800-777- 


FREE 


CODE: 7405 


For HOT B & D Action 
I-GI7-976-S0O00O0 





Phone Fantasy-Direct Call Back: 
800-395-7525 


Hy S10CAL DATELINE | j ; 
: | SecretPhoneFantasy.com 
- a First Time 


a CASUALS INTIMATE « * JUST FUN 4 P 
f 4a ’ “a Callers 
a: 4 , " Half Price 
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“Boston's largest 
selection of exotic 
footwear & lingerie, 
izes § to 16” 


548 Mass. Ave, 
In Cambridge 
Near the Central 


MegaM ates.co com 
: 547-0443 


a & 
K ales. Sy 190029 92 h9 99) Sper ee 


BROWSE & REPLY TO ALL ADS FREE 


BostonAdultDirectory.com 
FREE CHAT LINED COLOUR oom 


All Local. Straight & Gay + 617-861-2000 + 800-519-8765 [lM Providing 100% 


WED. 11/24: DESIRE'S 
PRE-THANKSGIVING BASH! GIVE-A-WAYS 


GENTLEMAN'S CLUB /BACHELOR PARTY VENUE 


1-877-4-DESIRE 


ae aa 


WATCH ALL THE ACTION 
," OUR SFT SCREEN 
EE ee es TAILGATE 


wt COME ALL DAY & ALL NIGHT! 
Enter to Win 


/ SUPERBOWL TICKETS 
Each Week 


% p? at “acd. ore). Sa.) 1 an L's 5 0-6 ee ee. 8 Oe} 510) On © 
aoLecd$ 


Complimentary Buffet 3:30pm - 8pm 7 Days a week? 
PARKING FOR 


1 Franklin SQ. Providence RI (401) 274- ° ti =e | A 
r in SQ. Providence RI (401) 274-5560 * Junction of Eddy St & Allens Ave BUSES & 


FREE 
SARKING 95 South Exit 19 - Bear Right Onto Allens Ave, 500 Feet, Right Hand Side. 95 North Exit 18 - LIMOS 


PARKING 
Left at Bottom of Exit, 2 Miles on the Right. 





Phone Fantasy 


HELP 
WANTED 


Women owned 
Fl ale me) ol-1¢-1¢-16) 
escort service, 
friendly, safe, 
supportive 
environment; if 
you're new to the 
business, we 
welcome you 
Call 


617-451-0414 


for interview 


no transportation 
required 


| a) @ | ae | 
ZONE 


Over 70 zones of « 


MEN ARE YOU 
BI-CURIOUS? 


Do vou THINK You 
MIGHT BE BISEXUAL? 


Come to a FREE, confidential 
discussion group with other men 
that feel the same way you do. 


Second Tuesday of every month 
7-9 


FENWAY COMMUNITY HEALTH 
7 Haviland St., Boston 


FOR MORE INFO CALL 


617-927-6032 


~ OR EMAIL 
biheaith@fenwayhealth.org 


MEET 
Horny Men! 
Record & Listen to ads Free! 

(code:2222) , 


781-861-1101 





Amz nHADOOMOMADYOUVUYUMANTNY SSE 





Gu. 


=> 8 RAIGH | GAY-Bi-CURIOUS 


Get a Date Tonight! 


-781-382-4040 
FREE LIVE 
ONE on ONE 
FREE DIRECTORY 
1-800-FREE-LUV 


Meet Men Now - 10,000+ Daily 


1-603-413-GUYS 


Live, Local, 24/7 


Hot Free Gay Lines in Your Area 


1-800-FREE-GAY, 


SIO So sae 
Toll Free « Operator Aasistod 


il 877 US LOVER 


www.uslove.com 


YOU Lt a 


= eee 


Honesty is our 
only policy 


(617) 
277- 
6605 


Premiere has & 
part time 
openings for 
escorts. 
Some college 
preferred, 
no exp. 
necessary. No ff 
transportaion 
needed 
Call Julia 


To listen pe respond call 617 976 7587 
and enter box # 9601, caits cost $2.89/min, 18+ 


GAY ° Bl « UESBIAN Dateline 


Boston 
(617) 423.6666 


Brockton (774) 776.7006 
Framingham (508) 663. 2400 
Lowell (978) 856.0856. 
Peabody (978) 854.0854 
Providence (401) 738.7788 


bigst-motele (ms W AS Ps 


e-~¢ Meet online FREE! 


Mega Mates.com a 


BROWSE & REPLY TO ADS FREE (phe 


Curious 7 cut smooth. 
Attractive 18yo bi cunous r 
ikg2 chat see what hap 
smooth. Box 89127 (xp 2 


Horny Joe. 
— hot horny, like to s* 
Icked in the ass. Box 


Role play, service 


daddy. 
Miks 45yo 5'11” 200Ibs good shape homy as 
a bastard, ikg4 younger guy, role play 


, Handsome sexy-ikg built 


"ck, swallow c’m, ge! 


57601 (xp 2/24) 


daddy/son, Ikg4 someone to service 


14665 (xp 12/29) 


BM bottom ikg4 WM top. 


Anthony 5°5" bik/pr 


mustache 


iSO BM. 
WM bottom ikg4 £ 


Asian top. 
lotai tor 


BM top. 
7¥0 BM 5'7" 3 


travel. Box 89041 ixp 


fight-skinned BM 
e bottom ikg4 WM tor 


Wedge c*ck. 
svo N Shore ava t 


seer cowboy 


WM 45yo 6 


Face-sitter 
kg4  bult-m*ncher 
SBSSIO 


Box 1 124) 


Harness & holst. 


atherrr 


Balls to call 
Richard 


Cub ‘gab submissive 


30yo cc cub 
submissive 

hole. Box 32964 (xp 1 
Mutual in Laurence. 
Eric in Laurence, MA 


n00d sb 
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Like to s*ck it off nyt 


ef decent pe 
a nice big C’ck, S”c 
Lkg4 well-hung ot 
worked on Box 91 


Big d* ck bi top guy 


be | 
ne. Box ie 


4y 


girtfriend ) x 
Exploring bi side, 


Box 90 


your ‘61 1-374-31 1 3 


Big things 


kq4 & 


Sks older w/ ‘dentures 


iSO sweet butt 


J-iKG fof 


Km 


bi will travel to service 


Malham m 
Yaltha: 


Box Lkg4 LTR with built 
Dvfen African A 


Top Charlie 


op, -Waithar 
A 19 AG 


Larry 4 


PR man for generous. 
4vo Puerto Rican tor 


{ Break me in 


oy oot for — smaller. 


e@ 
likes to sit back & t be with ¢ 


able to have a litte f 


Any one of 3 things. 


the fk 


ISO 6” or under 


* Bi ISO top 


What comes natural 
UMA 


Lkg2 get h*le eaten 
Tight panties 
Lower my pants 


Hunky bottom for group 


Italian stud with duige in Levis 


3-1 


Watch or be watched 


WM 


Chub tor chaser. 


Lkg4 senior etizens 
G00d-Ikg 40yo WM Ikg4 


VEser ails, St 








* * * Make your * ** 


Wildest Dreams 
Come True 


10 to6 
* x x Mon. - Sat. «xx 


New Arrivals 
Verifiable Incalls Only 


617-562-0595 


* x x Help Wanted kx * 
Females 25-35 





CHARLENE’S 
DRESSING SESSIONS 
CD’S/ TV's/ admirers. Ali sizes 
dress in safety & comfort. Call 

Charlene (TV) By appt 
Mon-Sat 11AM-8PM 
www.charlenesboutique.com 


(781) 937-3088 
Lady Kendra 


E Torture/Sensual Correc- 


Erotic 
tion. Elaborately equipped 1400 
sf w/private playrooms/X dress 
salon. Near Bos/NH/Worc. Now 
available in Providence by appt 
www.ladyKendra.net 


617-576-8826. 
MAXIM’S 


Lingerie, Modeling, Fantasies 
Fetishes, Role Playing 


508-753-3796 


MISTRESS KATANA 
LE’ 

Central B&D 

age se 

right 


bondage, |e- 
s & whips, fetish- 
dressers 

utside of Boston. Great 
space. Beginners weit 


www.mistresskatanale.com 


781-632-7362 


Phone Fantasy 


ANAT INEGI RE FEE Te LONI VOL oO ONE 
Boston Hottest Sex Talk! 
1-800-811-4048 
1-900-263-9666 
Horny Housewives 
1-800-786-0397 
1-800-809-1597 
Intimate Connections 
1-800-264-DATE (3283) 
From .69c to $2.98/min18+ 


Boston's Best Dating Choice 
Listen and Record ads FREE! 
781-860-7441 Free code 6200 


CALL AMBER 


| want to hear all your dirty little 
secrets 


1.888.825.8860 


www.ambersfantasyphone.com 


18+, CC, $1.99/min 


College Girls Gone 
Wild. 


Phone sex with kinky sorority 
girls. MacKenzie 


1-888-855-7659 


www.sororityrowphonesex.com 


Curious Lifestyles Meet 
Other Bi Singles Listen and 
Record Ads Free 
781-860-7441 Free code 7000 


Don't Tell My Husband! 
Wanna Play? Wild Times 
Await 781-860-7383 
Use Free code 6000 


Experience Caitlin 
The 8th Wonder of the World 


ww.forbiddenphonesex.com 


1-800-570-766 
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GAY PHONE SEX!!! 


Chat live with horny guys 
tonight! $1.99/min 


1-900-407-8884 


INTIMATE CONNECTIONS 
1-800-805-TALK 


(8255) 
REAL HORNY GIRLS 


1-800-251-4414 
1-900%329-0900 
THE MEN’S ROOM 
1-800-618-STUD 
(7883) 


From $.69 to $1.99/min 
18+ 


LOCAL BI- 


GUYS 
Call 617-848-1677 
800-777-8000 


free with code 6718 


Masturbation slut? 
We can help 
1-888-780-4998 


www.redhotphone.com 
Must be 18+, Looking for a red- 
head 


Meet Your Match Romantics 
and Soul Mates Local Singles 
Find Each Other by Phone 
781-861-1101 Free code 7100 


More Swingers than Austin 
Power's Movie Meet them by 
Phone. It’s FREE to listen 
781-860-7384 Free code 5400 


Always hiring ladies 18-35 
617-938-8243 


escort reviews 


PUSH A BUTTON 


Get a Giri 
Enter FREE code 5559 


617-848-1661 
800-210-1010 


Seeking telephone 
slaves!! 


For Mistress 
Must be 18+ with CC, $1.99/ 
min 


Jade 1-800-445- 
8750 
Robin 1-866-641- 
5155 
Jill 1-888-888-2607 


SIZZLING HOT PHONE TALK 
1-800-785-2833 
1-900-263-9666 


From $2.50/min 18+ 


SOMETHING FOR 


EVERYONE 
Browse and Respond FREE! 
Gay & Bi 617-423-6666 
Straight 617-338-9990 
Free Code 6554, 18+ or 
www.MegaMates.com 


Strictly SEX! No Games, No 
Committment Just Sex. 
Record and Listen to ads free 
781-860-7385 Free code 7300 


WARNING 
NO TABOO ZONE 


Naughty housewives home 
alone 
www.letmommykissit.com 
18+CC 
1-800-819-2389 


ses Bs« 


ye Girls! Es 


Sia § 


$ Boston's premier $ 
outcall service $ 
is looking for 
beautiful ladies. 


Safe & Professional 


3 


617-695-1311 
$ www.4ieg.com $ 


EERE 


site reviews 


Women at your 
Fingertips 
Enter FREE code 5559 
Boston 617-848-1661 


XXX FANTASY 
PERSONAL XXX 
All lifestyles, kinks, Fetishes 
1-800-990-9377 
1-900-443-5222 
from 2.98/min 18+ 


You've Got Male!! Men Meet 
Boston Men! Listen to ads 
from others FREE Post your 
ad free 781-861-2040 
Use free code 5100 


SR ae 
Strippers 





NETWORK 

XMAS EXOTIC DANCERS 
Talented female dancers for all 
occassions. Call now to reserve 
your private dancer 

617-304-5807 
Mention this ad for a XMAS 
Discount. Ask 4 Foxwoods 
special 





57” 25y0 
36DD-26-36 
100% Female 
incall onty 


617-501-4335 


New England Strip 
RI, NH, CT, MA #1 provider. 
Male/female centerfold quality 
exotic dancers. 
www.newenglandstrip.com 


1-800-299-8311. 


(Also hiring selectively). 


Adult Employment 


ATTENTION READERS 
Please be advised that some 
adult employment opportunities 
require an up front investment 
and that employment is not 
guaranteed. 


Don't waste your time with 

ing less than the best. 
Driver's Also Needed. 
www, 4ieg.com 


617-695-1311 





ESCORTS $$$$$ 
New England's #1 Rated 
Service! Attractive, reliable, so- 
ber FEMALES! Have FUN n’ 
Make Big Money! All loca- 
tions..Flex Schedule..Incall only! 


Call 978-482-4100 


FEMALE DANCERS 
EARN UP TO $800+/wk. Must 
be 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec. 
call Chris: 


617-427-6514 








Nude House 
Cleaning 
MWF blonde, 5'2”, 120lbs_ will 
clean your house in the nude 
No pictures & No touching 





401-935-6 
1inahh69 @cox.net 





; 781.270.0055 
CALLS ACCEPTED 





XXX Retail 





TAMPA FLORIDA 
RESORT CONDOS 
Treasure Island Gulf View 
or clothes-optional Nudist 
Cafe-Bar-Gym-heated pools 
jacuzzis, Friendly Freedom 
www.FLParadise.net 
813-949-NUDE(6833) 
www.Bos.Barefriends.com 
888-610-5657 


Daiichi piseciigie acadinsiudlc Meas daapmeneaasioeddiaan. sas. ache de uaa eee 


XXX Web 


www.abstractphotography.net 
www.abusivebondage.com 
www.clips4sale.com 
www.MasterDragon.net 
www.PrincessKali.com 





www.bostonadultdirectory.com 
Providing 100% FREE access 
to: Escorts, Independents, 
Fetish, TS and More... 
FREE upgrades to First time 
clients. Escorts Call 
888) 737-0469 


WWW.NEWENGLA 
NDSTRIP.COM 
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ERATE. TERE RET CPP GAD ND 


Dik caiven dudk diabetes ee 


SOR ERRE TI ETENEE EME 
TV/TS 


*AALISA SEXIEST 
PRE-OP* 


Barbie Doll, 28 yo 36¢ 28 
Red headed sex kitter safe 
DTN loc. Dom, X-dress, all! fant 
In/Out 24hrs 


617-426-5221 
“ASIAN SHEMALE 


Layla 72 S's 360 
pretty t & soft 
you'd lil nice time 


617 594-2753 
*A BARBIE-DOLL 
PRE-OP* 
36C-29-36 8". 28yo bionde 
bombshell sex kitten. safe 
downtown location x- 
dressing ~ Dom. All fetishes 

& fantasies avi, {n/outcall, 


617-264-8896 
*Blonde Dutch Doll* 


lam a hk ot y ung sexy shemale 


gt ae 
MA/RI area. 


*HOT AMERICAN 
SHEMALE 


Jessica, friendly, long 
id brunette with a killer 
je butt, 5°9”, 130ibs, 8” 
unhurried, tig ad edb 
Females!! Boston 


61 7-947-5773. 


2 BIG ONES 
Have you ever handied 2 

ones?? Two very sexy 
oung black TS's w/nice 


from ge 
mi. TASHA & EL. 


functional 
mn for 1. $200 
for 2. Boston area. 


617-427-2458 


ALEXIS LEE 
Sexy, Asian pre-op. 5'6” 
126lbs, 38D-26-36, Expe- 
rience a touch of heaven. 
incall only. So. Bost location 


617-269-4551 


ANGELIE 
PETITE PRE-OP 
5'4 125ibs, 34B, dirty blonde 
very sexy. clean n dri 
please 


617-779-8418. 


Asian 
She-Male CoCo 
Model/ 
dancer.5'5",115ibs,34D-24- 
35 www.cocoshemaie.com 


617 306-1256 


ASIAN TS 
WINDY | 
5'5 120ibs 36DD-25-36 seek 
ing men for those who need the 
best massage. incall only 


617-593-2490 
CARMEN TS 


Hot yé ay & spicy lollypc yp with 

urve: Latina 5'3 34C-24-36 
100 functiona 8 
guaranteed! in/out 


617-461-4717 


CHOCOLATE/ 


VANILLA 
LISA & MICHELLE 
2 gorgeous TS's visitin 
from New York. 1 black, 
white. If you can't choose 
one than have them both 
CUM find out why they call 


New York the 
APPLE. Avail 24/7. In/out 
So. End area. 


617-894-3566 


COME PLAY 
WITH A BIG ONE 


en igh 
Sexy Black TS. New in 
town from Atlanta. with a 
Big biack 9”. Fully function- 
al. B cup breasts. Dresses 
sexy for all occasions. Dis- 
creet So. End loc. $100 
special, In/Out 24/7 
617-44 


5-6455 


DAISY PRE-OP 
Experienced. No attitude. $ 
weet, Latina girl 


SPECIALIZING 
IN BEGINNERS 
617 288-2505 


EYE “CANDY” 
TASTY COCO BROWN 


S Ready to satisfy your Sweet 
38-26-36. 8 


*82-617-922-6232 


GORGEOUS 
PETITE SHEMALE 


Hot Hot Hot! 
exy Brazilian 19y 
Call Sexxy 
*82 617-388-9484 


HOT BRAZILIAN 


DOMINATRIX 
Visiting for short time 
Shemale 34c-24-36, 5'7", 8 
inches thick, hard core 
domination. Call for a ses- 
sion today. 
nvstresssar 


781-605-0805 


LISA ASIAN 


SHE MALE. 
Beautiful & sweet. Voluptu- 
ous 38d-28-38. 25yrs 5'6” 
135ibs 60% repeat. IN- 
CALL ONLY 

61 


NIGHTIME 
NOOKIE _ 


you crave some! 


GAY MALES available to 
fulfil your fetishes & fanta- 
sies 24/7. IN/OUT 


617-833-5896 


PAULINA PRE-OP 


New in town. Lovely Spanist 
38C-28-38, 9”, extremely rea 


and experienced. INCALL 


617-423-9553 


Queenclitorious 


Nympo shemale Hung low 
huge ne hard nipples. Sto 
by eruption juction. 36-26-38 a 


9 inch love tool. No bikk.# 


(617) 739-1985 


SEXY BLACK 
PRE-OP 


New in Town! 
& hay e 


" 617-282-0443 


SHE-MALE 
FANTASY 


Are you curious? Do you 
wanna go where you 
haven't been before. We'll 
take u to that place of 
dreams & fetish fulfiliment. 
We feature your bi-sexual, 
shemales pre * post op’s 
fantasies. Give us a call 

Always Selectively Hiring. 


617-833-5896 


STICK SUCKER 
New she-male in town 
Ready to STICK & LICK. I'll 
turn ary %, type of trick. In/ 
Out. re woeantia' 


61 17-308-051 2 


WELL HUNG 
LIKE A HORSE 
Sexy young black TS Tiffa- 
in town visiting from 
FLA. 9” ff. 32b, 5'7” 150Ibs. 
If you have what it takes to 
hang with the BIG one. 
CUM PLAY Avail 24/7. In/ 
out. So. End area. 
$100 donation 


617-938-1219 


=>. @) Case 


LONE 


Over 70 zones of content" 


come play 


Fabiola 
Visiting from 
Miami 
44DD-36-44 


MODEL DELIGHT 


I'm Nathalie, a southern beauty 
19 years old. Sweet, sophisticated, 
& very sexy. Selectively looking 
for the same from upscale 

@ gentlemen. Latin, smooth ight 

me skin, and long dork hair. 5° 
34(-24-34, long slim legs. See 
my photo on the Boston Phoenix 
website. 93/128. Qutcall to 
select locations 


Catch me while you can. 
“No blocked calls. 
978-886-3981 of 617-291-1717 


visiting for 
short time 


3438-22-34 


YS / 
he privcte calls - 


*92-9S4- 983-7350 


i ys ac Heart 
‘ : f wee éar 
Lavine 100% 
st Unforgettable 
(LV) 36c-24-3 
15min... ot 
‘North of 
Boston 


Enchanted 
by Boston's 
Best 
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I’m Temporarily Yours 
Celebrating 20 Years in MA 











1-800-698-8829 
Season’s Greetings! 


Open Dec. 24th, 25th, 31st & Jan 1st 





Book Now & Have One of Our Models for that Special Party! 


www.tempu.com 
Selectively Hiring!! 
617-742-1608 


TS SINIK 


‘Fully Fun 


|5’8” 36C-2 
23 yrs old 


Your Cure Far T 
Holiday Bit 6S 
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Escorts 





!!PRO MASSAGE 
SERVICE 
Our young Asian girls give 
you massage service 
Different Feeling in 
QUINCY. 
10am-11pm.# days a week 


617-372-4199 
INO. MASS/SO. NH 


Absolutely Beautiful 


n. CUM 
BLOW 


om 376-9135 


“A MALE 
__ ENCOUNTER” 


ensual male to male massage 








by handsome muscular male 


617-782-4499 


“A HANDSOME 
*ITALIAN BOY” 


yrs old, 61" 180ibs 
shape. Sensual 
to man. Daniel 


617-536-6917 


“ASIAN 


CRYSTALS 

BOSTON 
Come meet a woman who 
is sexy, professional & ex- 
Otic for the much needed 
massage & relaxation you 
seek. 10am-10pm. 7 days a 
we 


"BRONZE BLONDE 





needs of 4 MAN’ s desis. 
24/7 
617-938-8103 
“CAJUN SPICY” 


Creole/Latina mix. 34C-24-3 


Bayou babe is ready ready for 


you! Ask for Golden 


(617) 827-6972 
“CANDI” 


For a taste of Candi... Sweet 


blonde blue eyes, long 


135Ibs 36c-25-3 5. Ful 








ce ssible t No Shore 


"603-470-8651 
“CARA 19yrs" 


Seize the moment. Young and 
r “head tumer 








a definite 


617- 263-0503. 


_ “CARLY 45 yrs” 





” 617-540-4015 
“FANTASY 


talian Sandy, se yea 





are 3-0201 
*LYNSEY’S 
ESCORTS” 


adies 19-45 available for your 


plea 


roughout MA MC/VISA 
617-742-8662 
877-353-0343 


“SWEETHEART 
ENT. 


Come sample some of the 

best Sugar in town. OUT- 

CALL only. Selectivly hiring 
781-632-7898 


#1 ASIAN 


MASSAGE 
QUINCY 
Sweet lovely young girs. 
Table shower, shampoo. 
Best full body massage 
Everyday 10am-10pm. 


857-829-2723 





massage, Mar 




















#1 BEAUTIFUL 


DANCERS 
QUINCY 

Young sexy Asian girl who 
will make your whole body 
HOT!! She'll satisty your 
fantasies by giving you a 
hot body massage & show- 
er wia smooth touch, 

9:00am-11:00pm 


718-801-6463 


#1 BOSTON 


ESCORT 

LADIES of Boston/Miami 
Here’ to satisfy your per- 
sonal pleasure. 2 girl 
shows. bachelor parties. 
from $125 & up. Starting 
rates $125. in/out. 24/7. No. 
& So. Shore. Now Hiring 
ASK about our 15 minute 

INCALL SPECIAL 

e°82-617-435-9630 


#1 BRAZILIAN 
Absolutely Sexy!! MAYRA 
Long dark hair dazzling 
Bust Sexy Toned 
Body. 96D-26-38 All Natu- 
ral. Very Discreet 
NO PRIVATE CALLS. 


*82-603 557-6147 





#1 MASSAGE 





#1 QUINCY 


Oriental 
Best full body 
beautiful Asian girls. Table 
shower. Body shampoo fo 
Releive your stress. Enjoy 
& relax everyday. 
617-259-5729 


ORIENT 
EXPRESS 





The Original featuring Chloe 
INDEPE 


IDEPEDENT ASIAN ESCORT 
Jtcall only. 24/7 
Gentleman only!! 


617-437-9226 


$100.00 DATES 
IN/OUTCALLS 24/7 
Outcatls in boston area only 
Incalis are located 10 min- 
utes north of Boston. Full 
service with a smile 


*82-646-852-4124 





$60 SO. POLE 
STIMULATION 


Hey fellas do you think you 
can get away today an 
Cum an play at my place 
Satisfaction guaranteed 
best erotic massage that 
you can handle with. your 
desire in mind very sate an 


discreet 
*82-617-233-6913 


$75 BARBIE 
SPECIAL 
INCALL ONLY. 
Guarenteed Good 
Time. Ask for 
Barbie. 
in/out 24/7 
*82-646-852-4124 





SDREAM GIRLS 

Young beautiful 

New girls eve " 

10 days. In/O 
QUINCY 

*82 617-828-5693 


$MIND BLOWER 


Sweet n Slow or wet n 
Wild. On top or on her 
knees this hot & homey 
19yo playmate will work her 
lips & hips until your 
JUICES drip. Serious ing. 
onty. $100 & up incalts 


*82-617-767-9243 


$MODEL ZONE 
Join the lovely Asian stars 
in your own personal 
heaven, Beautiful, Sparkly 
ladies, great massage & 
lots of fun. New INCALL lo- 
cation: Quincy 

617-828-8103 





(LIPS & HIPS 
ASIA 


49° Asian American w/a 
golden complexion and 
body to die for. She's a 
master at her lips & 
hips. Cum get the workout 


you crave. 
617-953-2047 


STICLE 
IASSAGE 
Young & single. Very pretty 
female students will exam- 
ine the filing up of the 
scrotum and the release of 
pleasure in a research 
study. Would you like to vol- 
unteer to be the patient? 
Donations start at $125. 
1/2hr-F/S no hidden tees! 
Cail first and then ask to 
participate in the study 
| will not answer any ques- 
tions only give directions 


*82-617-233-6572 


BODY BEAUTIFUL 


long red hair, sexy toned body 
beautiful face and sexy lips, big 
120Ibs, sexy, lingerie 
high heals, stockings, fantasies 


bust, 5'7 


Incalis Only 


781-289-9846 


OLD ENOUGH 2 
NO 


anyway. 
58" 125, 34C-22-34, Wild 
Italian with big green eyes 
has Sex appeal with So- 
phistication. Are u UP for 


the challenge 
*82 617-833-8040 


“CHINESE 
BEAUTY 
Sweet beauty 
satisfies your 
fantasy. QUINCY 
*82 617-828-5693 


“CUTEST ASIAN 
BOY* 


Get some fun with a 
smooth tan boy w/muscular 
body and round butt. 23, 
5'6", 130ibs very affection- 
ate aa 


617 38-0771 


“ORIENTAL 
ATTRACTION 


Sweet & lovely young _ 
providing you full profes 
sional massage. Enjoy & 
relax everyday. 





*Ashley in 
Providence* 


Blonde Bombshell. 27, 5'9, 
115lbs, 32D. *Genuine* 


pictures at: http://home- 
town.aol.com/ashieyinri/ 
For discreet encounters & 
total fulfillment 


774-451-1258. 





*AWESOME 
LINGERIE 


Black silk stockings. Stunning 
42yo blonde, Sweet & sexy 
former model, 36C-25-36, GFE 
never in a hurry. In/Out. Lori 
pic avail by e-mail 
veryhott277277 @hotmail.com 


781-757-0228 


*AWESOME* 
BLACK MALE 


m Raheim, 24y 145ibs 





ntirmed incall 


617-277-9987 


*BUSTY ITALIAN 
RENEE 

Volup 100% ttalian brunette 

with tongue ring & 38DD's 

Let her LIPS make you 

Quiver. She can please 

pict man. 2 girl specials 


"857-991 6748 











»Friend Exp 









*DELIAHAH* 


Beautiful busty brunette. 36C 


Long dark brown hair 


y. Like to have a good 


(508) 337-5908, 
(508) 345-5812 


time 


InOut. 
SELECTIVELY HIRING 
617-319-6533 


*ORIENTAL 


BEST MASSAGE 
Mass turpike exit 17. 


10am-10pm daily. 
617-969-6030 


*Relaxation 
Station 


Oriental Sweet and Lovely 
ane 8 he pu 


Soft massage. 
_—— 7 fm a week 
617-247-5908 


*SUPERGIRLS 
Young & Sexy girls 18-22. Plen 
ty to choose trom. GFE, fetish- 
es, bachelor parties. Visual 
Guarenteed to make all your 
parts NUMB. in/out. 24/7. 

Selectivly hiring 


*82-617-233-6913 


"SWEET TOUCH* 

We provide sweet & beau- 

tiful. young Oriental girl. 

institute pain re- 

Full body relaxation for 

men & women, 11am-Spm. 
incall 


incall appt. 
617-739-5116 
*WET & WILD 


Exotic ladies always available 4 
all occasions 20-30yo 
HIRING! Verified outcalis only 


617-319-7515 
+ASIAN HOTTIE 


Sweet & sexy 24 yo 5'5° 
36c-24-36 wilong black hair 
providing you comfort in a 
private & discreet setting 


Close to downtown & T. Let 
ASIA LING fulfil! your 
fantasies 


617-427-3794 





007GREEK 


Goddess Showers+ FBSM Cus: 
tom Lic nudist mASSage Arom 
aTherapist ++ FSBB 33 mature 
co-ed Passionate SWbiF40DD 
FULL time satisfaXn Guaran- 
teed ALL are welcum! GIVE 
Receive ALL _LANGUAGES 
Safe healing intimate 
M:F:Couple: — Fantasy-Fetish 
Tantra Ultimate French Girl 
Prostate/Gspot 
Massag FREE WEB-BJ videos 
Dictionary REVIEWS 
H2Enema Princess Di testimo 
nial INDEPENDENTS — Tour 
USA cash/MC/Visa 
www. BiJuliet.com 


1-888-610-5657 


100% FULL 
SERVICE 


Casandra 18 y.0 Halian 
blond bombshell With blue 


eyes 5'6 130lbs 36DD-26- 
36 Looking to make ail fan- 
tasies reality. In/Out. 24/7 


617-567-6272 
18 YO BLONDES 


GONE WILD 
Platinum, bleact strawberr 
lirty & natural white blonde: 


Page me... ALICIA 


617-854-0044 














A BEAUTIFUL 
ASIAN GIRL 


in town starting 11/11 
Great company. Fun time 
The highlite of your day 

617-661-2438 


ACLASS ACT 
Tall blonde 5’7” 
34B-26-36 w/firm 
athletic figure. 
Unrushed sessions 
617-233-1087 


AHAND 
© hoot body = 
a massage 
Call Sexy Cindy 





$25 special. 
617-304-7150 


A Relaxing Male Massage 
with GUY! inexperienced 0.K 


617-644-BODY 


A SPECIAL 
CLOSENESS 
ALISON. 9am-6pm 
M-F 


781-458-0491 





my IN-CALL LOCATION. 
Longer sessions take prec- 


*82-617-233-6572 
“PAULA” 


Busty Brunette with long hair 
40yrs Patient & experienced, |’! 
take my time so you enjoy your 
time with me. Discreet. Vert 
outcalls 


(978)-681-8666 
ABSOLUT 10 





my feet, Very discreet. The 
title says it all. Now it is your 





ABSOLUTELY SEXY 
Hot Asian girl 5'6" 34C-24-36 
trom Florida. Let's frolic & play 
together! Incall only Call LILY 


*82-617-451-1312 


ADDICTIVE 
ATTRACTION 
Tall ‘legged = S'7 
blonde. é “y 36c- hazel 
eyes, She'll have you 
CUMing back for more. In/ 


out 
781-720-9327 


AFTER DARK 
617-451-0414 
outcall 
ALL AMERICAN 
GIRL 


blonde hair. 3€ 
3 re American Drearr 
Servicing North & South shore 
& Bostor 


*82 617-938-8103 


Upscale location In/out 





4 


ong 















ALL WRAPED UP 
SANTA CLAUS comes 
once a year but you can 
CUM 6days 2 week to his 
workshop if you like. 2 pe- 
tite brunettes await your 
holiday PACKAGE that 


Come and experience a 
woman sexier than you can 
ever imagine with her slim 
petite body and wonderful 
curves. Have every wish 
and fantasy completed and 
shine like a jewel. In/Out 


*82(617) 259-7578 


AMAZING ASIAN 


CUM See What can 60 
19yo 5” 110Ibs. 34B-24-26. 
Very flexable. In/OUT. No/ 





AMERICAN LADY 
KATHLEEN 

Tall tan Italian doll, 5'8" 36- 
24-36. Servicing Upscale 
gentlemen who enjoy extra 
comfort and time with a 
women who will let you ex- 
plore your deepest Fanta- 
sies & fetishes. tn/OUT. 
South shore area. 


Now hiring, 
508-294-4586 









ANJA 


Sensuous Sophisticated Euro 
pean Blonde for mature gen 
tlemen. Verified incall at a Dis- 
creet Rendezvous in Boston 
area 


617-254-0293 
ARE U KINKY? 


Live out your fantasy today. 
Your ASIAN GODDESS 34D- 
22-34. All natural 

Lingerie & heels In/Out 


978-869-1314 


ASIAN GIRLS 
Beautiful young Asian girls 
providing the best in 
massage. Incalis 10am- 


10pm. 
617-319-3812 
ASIAN GODDESS 


Young Petite 34d natural. I'm 
like SILK feel 4 yourself. 
Lingerie & heels. In/Out. 24/7 


978-869-1314 





ASIAN 
JAPANESE GIRL 
‘oung 
Explore your fantasies. 
tn/Qut Calis 7 a week 
617- 153 





ASIAN MASSAGE 
NASHUA NH 
In/OUT 10am- 


11 
*82-617-777-7647 










FRAMINGHAM 
AREA. 
Professional massage by 


Fresh face every week. 
10am-1ipm. in/Out 


*82-617-828-9870 
_ ATTENTION! 


Sexy Sorority Girl looking t 
give Ultimate sensual exper 
ence. 5'7" 36D-24-32 
get wild with one of Boston's 
sexiest college students. Ask 
about two girls specials. In’OUT 
AMBER 
617-279-9305 





B.U. FOOTBALL 
STAR 


22 yo Black Male. 9” uncut. Nat- 
ural smooth. Suburban Mind 
City MEAT. Chisled body. Huge 
pecs. 6 pack 

JUSTIN 


617-222-0816 
BEACH BUNNY 


Very petite blonde 23yrs 5'1 
34c-21-33, 106lbs. tiny waist 
with a cute bubble butt, Visual 


guarantee, Lv. voice nessage 
only. In/Out 
(508) 504-2089 


BEAUTIFUL 
New ANGEL flying into the 
city. 34c-23-36 bombshell 


wia S face & real 
DIAMOND providing a sen- 


suous & unforgettable mas- 
Sage in a convenient loca- 


tion 
617-501-1642 





BEAUTIFUL 
BRUNETTE 


Dancers body. Gorgeous face 
19 yo 52” 105. 32B-22-34. U 
deserve the best. in/Out 


617-721-2465 


BEST ASIAN 
MASSAGE 


CUM Taste my delicious 

Hawaiian treat. I'll massage 

te from your head to your 
Cali Jit. 


Seca 
617-980-9753 


BEST MASSAGE 
A candle light — ina 





BIG MIAMI 
BOOBS 


Cum play with a busty bay 
watch babe. In/Out 


617-785-9231 





BLACK BEAUTY 
& BRAZILIAN 
GODDESS 


Gina & Jada 
774-274-6799 


BLONDES & 
BRUNETTES 


Very exotic tall and beautiful 
blonde & brunette models & 
others ladies avi. All occasions 
bachelor parties, 2 girl shows 
OUT ONLY. 

617-445-6787 


BOSTON’S BLVD 


All nationalities & ages. Outcall 
24/7. Incall No/So. Shore & 
Boston area. Half 
Specials!! NOW HIRING 


617-426-5073 


Price 





BRAZILIAN 
GODDESS 


Want to take a trip to paradise 
with every thing included?? 
20yo 5'2” 36c 120Ibs wilong 
brown hair & light brown eyes 
24/7. in/out 


617-230-4855 


BRAZILIAN 


MASSAGE 
Relax & release with ~ 
TIGHT GRIP or my DEE 
THROAT. I'll let you work it 
ti | CHOKE. INCALLS 
ONLY. 24/7. 


$30 special 
617-304-7166 











BRIGHTON 
MASSAGE 


CENTER 
New Asian girls every 10 
a 


CENTER 
All Asian girs. Fresh faces 
every week. Open 10am- 


Tipm daily. 
617-938-1821 





CALL GIRLS 
INC. 





is about. Outc 
Incall ONLY F 
NH & more 
10am-11pm 


*82 978-361-5202 
CARAMELA 


Come and taste the sweet body 
ot Carmela and go to a far 
place of pure bliss. 5’-4" 115lbs. 
34B-22-32 


*82 617-259-7578 





Sur 


Boston, R 


CARIBBEAN ° 
FIESTA 


your lips to your tm 
BFE 8 Gren ivOut. 24/7 





781-226-1679 


Fresh yet sizzii 

Latina. X-porno 
New in town! 1000, 
Outcall only 24/7. 


331 or 





ide 


Hot juicy babe. let's have fun. & 
Massage, fetishes & no games. 
Incall only. 24/7 


508-577-3633 


CHINA DOLL 
All the time! Beautiful girls, 
looking to Cum take you 
away. 
Call 24hrs for an appt. 
*82-617-833-8040 


ES RT ORS 


CHINESE GIRL 


Prompt service. 
FN Yak my time 


Fs ET LEE RY 


a a 
INCALLS ONLY. 24/7. 
= pon 
61 7-388-2972 


CHOICES 
The choice is ALL] # 
YOURS!!! Right at your fin- 
ger tips we have women of 
ail nationalities to satisty | #] 
your every need, fulfillment 
& desire. In/Out. Positive 
callers only. 


*82-617-504-3083 





ae ss et ae 














DIR! 
College 
a short 
green e 
travel tc 
in/Out. I 


6 
EB 


These 

coeds é 
your far 
2 gin si 
oil body 
oniine.. | 












CMT 


Chinese massage. therapy 
Different Chinese girls to 
choose from. Experience 


the Best Massage in 
Boston. Four hand mas- 
sage available. 
Call 10am-10pm 


857-891-9779 


COME PLAY 


WITH A BIG ONE 
DARNELL 

20yo Sexy Black Male. 5'7° 
155ibs. Has a 6 pack & a 
; 10" THAT WILL ATTACK. 
Serving male customers 
y only. Discreet So. End loc. 
i $100 special. In/Out 24/7 

; 617-427-2458 


ae Fass Oot eae 


COME TASTE IT 


Young sexy 
from Fla 
with a busty baywatch babe. In 


617-785-9231 


: COMFORT ZONE 
New in town Young Asian 
git'. Nice & clean area. Feel 
felaxed and refreshed. | 
provide the best massages! 
10am-12am. 7 days a week 

617-782-3768 


Beautiful blond 
to RUB Y! AL OVER 
AND SEND YOU OVER 


THE TOP! Patite, young 
and tons of fun! 


invOut 
617-304-8349 







ike 


DIRRRTY BLONDE 


College sweetheart in town for 
a short stay, I'm 18, 32b-22-32 
green eyes, tanned & toned. |'ll 
travel to you.2 girl special rates 
In/Out. No. Shore area 


617-319-7385 
EBONY & IVORY 


These 2 hot & sexy college 
coeds are here to fulfill all of 
your fantasies. Lingerie shows, 
2 gil shows. Lap dances, Hot 
oil body rubs avail. Ask for pics 
online... Invout 24/7 


857-204-7371 


laxed, safe, unhurried. Also 
avail w/a she-male com- 
panion. Backbay area. In/ 
out 





Heather 
617-437-1773 


EGYPT 
of a gymnast 
Come experience an 
erotic moment with a sexy 
indian/Brazilian goddess 


who will make your dreams 
and desires come to life 
with the tough of Egypt. 














black girl visiting 


yoking to play.play 








ELITE BOSTON 


Escort/Entertainment company 
is currently seeking attractive 
females, exclusive cliental, with 
an opportunity to earn $CASHS$ 
jaily. We guarantee the best 
split in town. Female owned. 
Drivers also wanted 
Contact Jessica 


617-267-0281 


ETHAN & 


RAYMOND 

2 boy special. 
Two black me. 19/ 
21. Can't one. 
not have both.. Discreet So. 
End location. in/out 24/7 


617-445-6455 


EXOTIC 
LATIN/ 
MEDITERRIAN 
BLONDE 


Induige in the 


ultimate 
36ddd-27-38, all 
natural, all firm. 
all yours. In/out. 
Call Butterfly. 


www vanessabutterfly.com 
617-970-2711 


EXPLOSION 4 


WOMEN 
Massage for women only. 
(it massage & LICK you 


pong TITS to your 
. For release 
Call MARCUS 
$30 special 
617-918-3873 





FAR EAST FOX 
19y0 5” Asian Fox. 348-24- 
26 wilong hair. CUM catch 


west are the best, in/outcail 


617-833-8637 


GRAND OPENING 
NOW OPEN 
7 days a week. Let us provide 
you with the best service ever 
by our Chinese models. 
10am-8pm 
Presidents Lane. 
QUINCY CENTER 


617-328-0830 
GREEK GIRLS 


Young & hot girls from LA. Ful 
of CUM. in/Out 
862-206-9570 






HAWAIIAN LEAH 
Straight from beaches of 
Oahu, in/out. 20yo 5'2” Ex- 
otic beauty. 3668-20-34 w/ 


black hair, InfOUT, No/SO 
Shore area. 


617-304-0613 
857-891-9530 





HEADMASTER 
18yo swedish blond 
5'5 115 lbs 34C-24-34 
Cum in my mouth not my 


hand satisfaction guaran- 
teed, IN/OUT. 24/7 


617-567-6272 


HELP WANTED. 
Need to make big $$$ 2? 
Need money for the 
Holidays? School 7? 

k!! Need to 
relocate & start new? Here 
is your chance now. all 
applicants must be at least 
18yrs old and have 
goverment issued 
identification 


617-438-5258 


HELP WANTED 
Need a fresh start? Need a 
ee a tee 18+?. 
meet celebs? MAKE YOUR 
NEXT primed YOUR BEST 

















ISLAND HOTTIE 
Professional Tall beauty 5'7° 
125lbs. 36c-20-24, with THICK 
Lips & SMALL hips. Very dis 
creet. 24/7. In/Out 

Ask for Mercedes 


617-899-9346 


with us. Always hiring at- 
tractive ladies 18-35. In 
OUT. 24/7 


JOY OF TOUCH 


Allow yourself to experi- 











KALI 
18yo College Freshman. 
Honey Brown eyes. 55” 
140ibs 34c. Ready for 


EVERYTHING & ANY- 
THING. Other sexy Class- 


mates avail for fully experi- 
enced body-rubs, lap danc- 
es, dom, 2 girl specials & 
exclusive lingerie modeling. 
Invout 24/7 


617-921-5779 


KINKY GIRLS -R- 
US 


Accurate discreet profes- 


specials 
247 2a anywhere icing 
857-222- 1466 


www .kinkygirisrus.com 


KINKY 
SCHOOLGIRL 


18, 54", 110, hot wild blonde 
Discreet service. In/Out 


781-975-0107 


LOLLIPOP 
ESCORTS 


Variety of ladies waiting to give 
you sticky sugar. CUM Give us 
a LICK. Selectively hiring. In/out 
calls 24/7 


617-304-8349 
LONGLEGGS 


Mya: 20 yo. asian/Latin mix. 57 
120ibs 34c-28-34. Let this tall 
taned & toned LEGGY female 
wrap her self around you. Ser- 
vicing North & South shore. 


*82 617-980-6699 


Upscale location in/out 


LOOKING 4 





MASHA 
Beautiful, petite brunette, pas 
sionate, European warm. 52 
36B-23-34, 102Ibs, very nice 
Verf out only 


617-685-0138 


please leave a message 


MEGHAN 


A classic Irish American lady w 
maturity & intelligence. Auburn 
hair blue/green eyes. Excellent 
at Massage. Verified outcalls 


978-682-7776 
MILK CHOCOLATE 


Come and meet a very sexy pe- 
tite Island girl with perfect 
curves. Taste the wonders that | 
bring. 5'4” 115 Ibs 34B-22-32 


*82 857-222-8029 
MILKY WAY 


32D's 
Let this petite light skinned Lat 
ina lady, 5'3°, wiong black hair 
& brown eyes. Spend your night 
with a beautiful SPANISH 
STAR. In/Out 


*82-857-204-7371 


upscale location 


ing. 24/7 in/out 
617 717-567-6272 


MRS. ROBINSON 


Mature 5’9" classic black-haired 
beauty with patience & soothing 
hands. Spend an hr or more 
being pampered. in/out call 


617 817-1425 








MYA’s HOME 
Asian & Spanish 5'8” se 
tbs. 36B-24-32. oe ell 
Spice and EVERYTHING 


NAUGHTY NURSE 


Kinky medical exam done in a 
private setting um get 
healthy 
Boston area 


774-249-3757 


reek av 


NEAR WALTHAM 
BEST BODY RUB 
EVERYDAY 
10am-10pm. 


617-964-1948 
NEED EXTRA $$$ 


for School?? Loans?? Kids?? 
Finer Things?? Holidays?? We 
are selectivly Hiring. Must have 
valid ID. Females only 18+. Call 
for interview 


*82 978-569-4031 





NEW NAUGHTY 


NYMPHO 
No-Shore Location 
Vanessa, A Sexy Blonde 


Voluptuous Vix- 
en 38DD-27-38 Built 2 
Please. Tiffany, A Hot 
Young Redheaded 
reen-eyed sweetie 34C- 
ee 


Gt 7-970-2711 





NIGHTMOVES 


All calls from $125 & up. 





NORTHSHORE* 
INCALLS 


Forget about the stresses of the 
day, our lovely ladies are ready 
to show you gentlemen a good 
time!! 

HAPPY ENDINGS 
GUARANTEED 


978-531-8550 
OPEN ME NOW”!!! 


Warm n’ Fuzzy..Soft n’ Cuddly. 
Cumonova n Ring your Bells 
with Tara!! The total GFE+ 
Experience! 38DD 26 37.. 5°10” 
My pl. 95/93 Split. S Shore 


508-371-4141 


ORIENTAL 


MASSAGE 
GRAND OPENING. 7 days 
a week. Ham-10pm. Come 
relax with our Asian Staft. 


857-205-4246 
617-472-0379 


PLATINUM 
BODIES 


Erotic wet tight 





PROVOCATIVE 
PLAYMATES 


Blonde, 5'10°, 125ibs, 36C-24 


36, playful, passionate, prof 

Other nationalities avi. 24/7 

Outcall New girls avi 
617-283-4807 


QUICK RELEASE 
Nice & easy, fast or slow, I'l 
swallow you whole as 
deep as it can GO. | won't 
stop until you BLOW. Call 
Mandy. Low rates. In/Out 
Home, b phd nt or hotel. 


617. 7-304-71: 37 














QUINCY 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 
Our cute Asian girls do the 
professional massage for 
you. Enjoy & relax every 

day open 10am-11pm 
617-472-9896 


RATED X- 
CLUSIVE 


617-833-8039 


The only call yo need to 

make. LADIES AVAIL 24/7 

Verifiable calts only 
www.ratedxclusive.com 





SEXOHOLICS 
Mariah 5°77 120 34B-24-36 
Italian brunette 
Looking to get broken in by 

aenmle of nice guys 
24/7 infoutcall 


617-567-6272 
SEXY & SASSY 


Erotic female with long silky soft 
blonde hair. 5” 115ibs 36B-26- 
36. | await for so 
my t & toned 
Maria. and ir re 
friend in/out 2 
available 


*82 1-508-802-0129 
SEXY CAL! BLONDE 


Blue-Eyed ware 
m SWEET to the taste and 
SOFT to the 8 
25ib 26 36 ntelligent 
in great shape & willing to fulfil 
your every need girl shows 
also available. Ask for ASHLEY 
In/Out 24/7 


*82 1-857-204-3222 
» SEXY STAR 


21yo wiong blonde hair, 











the touct nt 


SINFULLY SEXY 
Long-legged 
Blonde, firm 

bubble buns w/ 

athletic figure. 

5’7”, 36B-26-36. - 


Unrushed sessions 


617-233-1087 


SLUTTY YOUNG 
HAWAIIAN 


Sones vot. Senta 


Call anytime. incall am. 







SMART IS SEXY 
LATINA FOR YOU 


beautiful Sa latina lady 
with long black hair, hazel 
eyes, 34¢-26-36. For 
gentleman who require the 
highest standard in per- 
sonal service at any time. 
CALL ME NOW! 


GOASEXYLATINANOW@ AOL.COM 
*82-857-526-2082 


SUNSHINE! 
My passion is pleasure. I'm 
a Classy lady with a per- 
sonality too! Let me pamper 
PS Let's play I'm blonde 
un and Sexy. You won't 
be di inted. 
invoutcall 24/7 


*82-617-833-8059 


SUZY 
Petite Asian 5’-2” 
106 Ibs. 34B-22-32 
Dimensions 100% 
Guaranteed. 
Indepedent Escort. 
Outcall only. 24/7. 


Gentleman only!! 


617-424-1480 


SWEET SEXY 
NYMPHO 


18yo Swedish blonde col- 
lege student. IN/OUT. 24/7 


*82-617-466-0640 
SYDNEY 


BACK N TOWN! 
spirited, sensual and smart. 4 
something, petite blonde. 
In/Out No. shore. convenience 


978-335-5143 











TAIWAN 
DREAMS 
BEST ASIAN 
MASSAGE. 
METRO BOSTON, 
NO. SO. SHORE. 
$80 donation. 
617-818-6251 


TENDER TOUCH 
Imagine relaxing while soft 
skilled hands touch you 
Searching all the points 
tension in your body & 
releasing them slowly by a 
girl with a sexy body & 
Sweet smile. Quincy area 


617-828-8103 


THE HOLIDAYS 
ARE COMING 


| have created a stress free 
environment for you, with 
me in something very allur- 
ing and sexy, to rub your 
body down with a sensual 
heated herbal oil leaving no 
place UNTOUCHED. I'll 
CUM to you or you can 
CUM to me, I'll be waiting! 
NO BLOCKED NUMBERS 


*82-617-233-6304 


TOPLESS 
MASSAGE 


$35 special 
By a 18yo Brazilian beauty 
24/7. incalls only 

Call Kristina 


617-918-3874 
TRIPLE THREAT 


Thin Busty & Beautiful 
Luscious Brazilian and Italiar 
Baywatch playmate. 577” nat 
ral 36D-24-32. In/out 

ARIA 
617-279-9305 


VANILLA DELIGHT 


52” 36D-26-36, 1 haz 
bedro eyes, | 
nice es & hips 
taste. 24/7. In/Out 


617-592-1590 


VICTORIA ** LATIN 
BEAUTY 


25yrs old 5'7 36DD-26-36. Gor- 
geous Incails only 


617-501-4335 


VOYEUR 
MASSAGE 


iy watch me play with 
vn gv Box Petite 
Choe 1 


= 
957-540-9973 


YOUNG & WET 
Hot tender sexy cuties 18- 
22 waiting to fulfill your fan- 
tasies. We are waiting to 
= your JUICES Drip. In/ 


617-304-8597 
ALLURING BEAUTY 


Blonde bombshell 19 years 
young portioned like a goc idess 
tall slender 5 7 110 pou’ 

23 33 long sexy legs 
128 and masspike connect 
so shore. OUTcalls boston and 
surrounding areas 

Christina 


617-499-6906 











ASIAN 
BODYWORK 
BOSTON 


Professional massage by 
pretty, sweet, young Asian 
beauty. Tota! relaxation in a 
clean discreet area. Fresh 
face every week. Lowest 
fates around, CCA for out- 
cal IN/Out 24/7 

*82-617-777-7647 





Adult Massage 


*HOT OIL FULL 
BODY repent poll 


en/women by a ¢ 








617-247-3323 


007GREEK 





K 0 
Cum get a 





www. BiJuliet.cém 


1-888-610-5657 


Asian Wellness 
Center 





781-324-6888 


Chinese Style 
The best Massage pres- 
sure point Qi Gong for re- 
taxation. Near Chinatown 


617-669-5357 


MASSAGE 


Chinese massage for your 
relaxation 


617-777-7082 





NUDE MASSAGE» 


781-458-0080 


Premiere has ¥ 
part time 


escorts. 


preferred, 
no exp. 
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Ladies are you 
looking to be 
on the path of 
financial 
freedom than 


look no more. 
Call for a 
confidential interview 


617-894-1368 


“For A Piece 
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Pleasant LILV SPA 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Massage Therap MOT CL Ee 


1QAM-12MIDNIGHT ® WALK-INS WELCOME 88 Pleasant St.,Pawtucket,K.I. ER © Dry Sauna 
Ay © Body Shampoo 


‘ i | G 
76 Derry: St. Providence, RI pati esse tect Eu. Oriental Style Body Rub 
| 










DRY SAUNA, TABLE SHOWERS, Body Shampoo + Bodywork PRIVATE PARKING & ENTRANCE IN BACK 


STEAM SAUNA, BODY SCRUB Swedish & Shiatsu Massage 401.276.6655 


saw nora Open 9AM to 11PM 7 Days A Week + On Street Parking mz ep 375 Admiral Street, = 


From 95 South Exit 23 left at Ist light onto Admiral sfeft at next light Providence, Ri 


onto Whipple One Block stake left on Oregon 
From 95 North -Exit 23 State Offices sbear right on Orms stake a right - From Providence-Take Exit 28-Right off Ramp to School 
‘on Douglas «first right on Whipple right on Oregon behind building Street. Take Right at first light onto Division St. At 2nd light 
Take a right before the cab company take Right onto Pleasant St. 
From Boston-Take Exit 27-Take Right onto George St 
> First Right onto East Ave Ramp. Then First Right DVDs 
*Sexual Performance 


(401) 351-1611 $23 Walk-Ins Welcome! £0 '@¢ oe 


PRIVATE PARKING ceanabeversn, Edible 
op 3353-5100 
DOWNTOWN SPA >< | Swedish Shiatsu ° Body Scrub 


Massage Oils 
Same Bidg as Custom House Tavern * 
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPISTS 200 Moody St, Waltham, MA 


1410 Rear Mineral Spring Ave. North Providence, RI — ee — 
¢ RELAXATION MASSAGE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ¢ WALK-INS WELCOME MYS1 r IQUE 
da From 95N, Take exit 23 to Rte. 146 to the Mineral Spring Ave te 


* WALK IN SERVICE ° f exit, take Left onto Mineral Spring. Building is on corner of 
© OPEN 7 DAYS " ' Mineral Spring and Woodward Rd. 




























*Award-Winning 


Starting Nov. 8th * Limo Service Available 




























Are you smiling yet? 








© STEAM & DRY SAUNA 
* BODY SHAMPOO 












From 95S, Take exit 24 (Branch Ave.), take Right onto Branch Gireater-Moctor's 
Ave, go 7 lights to Woodward Rd. and take a right. Go to end of Brice Some hi 


401 hs ea 58OoG hidin ® aeniiih ilabl Woodward to Mineral Spring Ave - building is on the left. - wine nas ye 
( ) os ieee Me © STARTING NOVEMBER 8TH - LIMO SERVICE AVAILABLE. (781) 388- 9990 
One Custom House Street 4 Floor Providence Ri CALL FOR DETAILS e : mn Yattqeseicdunige > 


fs -tl am 


ORIENTAL GARDEN SPA ~— 


WITH THIS COUPON $20 OFF 1 HOUR Exotic 


770 N.Main Street » Providence Dancers 
Open 7 Days a week 10am to Midnight 


¢ Dry Sauna ¢ Steam Sauna Branch Ave. 
¢ Body Rub ¢ Walk-in Service =r 


* Body Shampoo pryden 
DIRECTIONS: From Boston: 95 S To Exit 
24, Left onto Branch Avenue, Right onto 


N. Main St., Right onto Livingston St. Livingston St. 866 


From Providence: 95 N To Exit 24, Right att 892-8104. 


onto Branch Avenue, Right onto N. Main 
St., Right onto Livingston St. industrial Drive 





¢ UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT AND NEW STAFF « 






Pe OD) OD SOL: SSD: UD: -B 


4 WANSKUCK WELLNESS ! 
CENTER 


Bodywork ¢ Reflexology 
Accupressure ¢ Dry Sauna 
Steam Sauna * Showers & Fitness 

Bachelor Parties 


Birthday Parties 
2 & 3 girl shows!!! 


3991} UIEW YLION 





www. 


7446) ‘. 621. Fs{-Jeol]>) AltEntertainmen 


com 





DOWNCITY SDA 


Body Rub ¢ Body Shampoo ¢ Dry Sauna ¢ Showers 
Walk-in Service 
NOW HIRING Directions: on 


RI Licensed Massage Therapist From 1-95 Southbound 


Take exit 21 - Atwells Ave. 
Turn Left on Atwells Ave. 
Turn Left on Fountain St. 


2M Westminster Street fst Floor, | fur Righton Dorrance St. 











COME JOIN OUR FUN LOVIN GIRLS AT CHEATERS) | (Dancers 
FULL CONTACT DANCING! AT PROVIDENCE'SBEST!/ | | Wanted 


¢ HAVE THE BACHELOR PARTY THEY'LL BE TALKING ABOUT : 
FOR YEARS! PUT THE GROOM IN THE SHOW! RHODE ISLAND'S 
¢ SPORTS BAR NEWEST 





14; + ae 
licen sed Nail Te cho 


1S IONVENOG 



















' ¢ TABLE & COUCH DANCING | ' 
Providence Rl From 1-95 Northbound #204 Next to Dress ¢ COVER ONLY $5 FRI & SAT ( » GENTLEMEN ) 
Take exit 21 - Service Road #8 Barn, across from * DANCERS WANTED - \ CLUB 











(401) 27403773 Turn Right on Broadway Adnan Thereca’e & 


Turn Left on Fountain St. Remi’s Nightclub. 


(401) 27404774 Turn Right on Dorrance St. Parking 1/2 block away, 


Turn Right on Westminster St. near Dunkin Donuts. 


CALL & ASK FOR MICHAEL 


a TOP 
245 Allens Ave Providence (401) 941-8310 CALL 
1 95 to Exit 18 to Allens Ave 3/4 of a mile on left * Easy To Get To! 1-877-433-7473 

















BH 











my 


Notorious XXX Video Queen 


Dec. 13-18 


Open 7 Days a Week . www.TheCadillacLounge.com 
95 South to exit 23 - 2 Blocks on Right 


361 Charles St . Providence, Ri 
401-521-SHOW (7469) 


In Downtown Providétice® 
35 pi 


WANTED!! 
BOSTON’s PREMIERE AGENCY 
is seeking attractive 


ESCORTS/ENTERTAINERS 
cefor outcall services. 


553)1-866-849-4735 
or APPLY ONLINE at www.d4ieg.com 
* DRIVERS ALSO NEEDED 


Calt 888-281-4506 


All major credit cards accepted 


New England’s Best Adult Entertainment Services! 
MILD to WILD! 
In your face at your place! 
Guaranteed Attractive Female & Male Performers for all occasions 
No party too small! - One hour door to door! 


The Hottest 1 e&2 Girl Shows! 


1-800-300-6787 


strippersnetwork.com 
attractive talent always welcome 
ARS 


In The Mood For Nude! 
| Check the rest we have the best competitive prices 
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Happy Holidays From The 


SPORTSMANS GENTLEMAN'S CLUB 


Re a EC a, EP 


x ° TWODAY CHRISTMAS PARTY * x 


x Tuesday Dec. 21 and Wednesday Dec. 22 
STEAMSHIP ROUND BUFFET 
Plus hors d’ouevres ¢ ALL DAY ALL NIGHT a 


A 
k SN NNO # 
“~—Sséintours’ | SPORTSMANS INN 


NO 
COVER EE wcon-tusierrwia | LOWRATESONROOMS 
THL GPM (ety Sine ran CALL FOR OUR LOW WEEKLY & DAILY RATES 


122 FOUNTAIN STREET PROVIDENCE, RI 401-751-1133 DOWNTOWN PROVIDENCE 


Lyyerie: showroom 


BEAUTIFUL MODELS AVAILABLE FOR 
SENSUAL PRIVATE LINGERIE / NUDE MODELING 


CATERING TO ROLEPLAYING , FANTASIES, 
FETISHES & CROSSDRESSING 


RETAIL SALES OF UNIQUE HOSIERY , 
BODY STOCKINGS , LINGERIE , BS&M OUTFITS 


333 E. G@tumBus Ave, STE 17 
SPRINGFIELD , MA 
(413) 731.8826 


237 ParK Ave, RT 9 
WORCESTER, MA 
(508) 753.3796 


PRESENT THIS COUPON 
FOR YOUR NEXT 10% OFF YOUR NEXT PURCHASE OR $5 OFF YOUR PRIVATE MODELING SHOW 


iver | personals 
AD OF THE WEEK 


To listen and respond call 
(617) 876 3366 / (900) 226 4492 


and enter && # 1041 (calls cost $2.19/min, 18+) 
See more Phoenix Personals in our new location, 
BEFORE Classifieds. , 


vem tiiod | o> ¢-\e)al= 
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ka ody WI ap _ Walk-In Service 
S h fo ae 7 days a week 10am-12pm 
vita, e 112 Union St.- 1st Floor 


© € S (Telephone Building) 
r 7 auna Providence, R.lI. 


Directions from 1-95 Southbound Directions from 1-95 Northbound 






lake exit 21 — Atwells Ave. Take exit 21 — Service Road #8 
lurn Left on Atwells Ave. Turn Right on Broadway 
Turn Left on Fountain St. Turn Left on Fountain St. 

[urn Right on Dorrance St. lurn Right on Dorrance St. 

[urn Right on Westminster St. Turn Right on Westminster St. 
lurn Right on Union St. lurn Right on Union St. 


sosset 





WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18TH 
CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WITH 


JADE SIMONE ST. CLARE 


CLUB FANTASIES STYLE 


WORLD CLASS BUFFET 
& CARVING STATION 


PRIZES & GIVEAWAYS 


On OR ee 


10PM ‘til M 
CD & T-Shirt 


a Gol Lu 


28 SIMS & HARRIS AVE « PROVIDENCE « 
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To listen or respond, call 617-976-758 7 cai costs $2.89/minute. Must be 18+. Outside Greater Boston call 900-226-8559 





Women Seeking 
Men 


SWEETEST TABOO 








FANTASY LOVER 
0king for my fantasy lover t 


write t crave safe sensual 








non-phy al ative exua 
yutlet. Are you a gre sexy 


writer male or female wt ar 


thrill me on paper? 71311 (ext 











€ 4 Bi 
LOOKING FORA 
SPANKER 
f female 13 





SAFE/SANE DOMME 


WF, 43, tall irvy g bla 


tis 


rained ir 





androg SWM f 

hair a tN 4 
affect A sadisr 

Sie veret eine Narbe 





KURIOUS 


KITTY 








me with great personality Tc 


1358 (exp 3/3/£ 


PLAY WITH ME PLEASE 





am someone who loves to fee’ 
d, explore, have a good 
J when | walk away, we 






1 both be smiling ke 


ho 





1365 (exp 2/3/£ 


FRIENDS OR MOR 


| am a very beautiful girl, look 










ng for someone 


spect, is ho 





giene, a gre f humor 
affectionate onsiderate, giv 
ing, loving and goal oriented 
Want to tango? 71364 (exp 3 


2/5) 


MISTRESS RACHEL 


Beautiful and strict cinnamor 








goddess seeks true 
sive, pig slut who crav wr 
] with enforced chastit 
be available days, as 

2d, to serve this ebony 





BLACK BBW SEEKS WM 


am 5'5, with short dark hair 


Jark eyes, and dark skin 








owe te y. | like 
an who is funr telligent 
tte ate ea 
Jate f i ai relati 
9761 (ext 
CUM ONM 
am looking f ar 







with wh¢ 





the animal come out and 


new things. ™9765 (exp 12/23 


SHE NEEDS MORE 
Horny, voluptuous woman 
sds attenti to 
band's physical problem. My 
very attractive, sexy wife is in 
need of fulfillment that | can n 





hu 


provide. Looking 





Jates with well ng 





1AM GORGEOUS 








i+ 








THE THINGS | CAN DO 
WITH MY LEGS 


ky, of 1 female 

”, with great eek 

2 ar J a t 

king and role 
Make y 











ex 








{ ¢ 1 2! 
je ar pe 
3 y Age 
B11 exe 
BRIANNA 
exy, Diack Barbie d »kiNG 
f et sexua ter 





oft touct oking 


n.79596 (exp 1 


| WANT TO BE YOUR 
KEYHOLDE 


am serious, dominant lady 


















who's looking for a rea u 
rally submissive partner in my 
area. | am looking for a st 
partner who is D/D free 
over 6, good KING, In 
good shape, intelligent, not t 
exual, and not into any kind of 
at No ma ts 
87 (exp 1/E 
CUM ON ME 
ary oking for people ar 
k it with wt an ree rr 
ne every way Ok 
} for someone who is not 
cared in bed that can just let 


the animal come out and try 
new things. 9765 (exp 1/13 


UNDER SEXED 
arr nely verworked and 
Jer sexed ary 
ttle me time! Doe 


want to have a little phone 





king for a fF 






wt are really interested 
ta ut. | want to cum a Ic 


i hard. 9896 (exp 2/10 





| NEED DISCIPLINE 


m a shy good girl looking for 








eone dominant but caring 
teach me, discit me 
ank me atisfy me juide 
me exual pleasure. @ 


BEND OVER BOYFRIEND 


think y i like ana 












t's hot and tight; So you want 
Jominant woman to bend you 

ver and do it right. | have eve 
ry size very occasion and 
take all-comers, black, white or 
Asian; | can be gentle or | can 
be rough just bend over boy 
friend and show me your muff! 
Whether you have experience 
or not | know we'll both enjoy it 
a lot. 9625 (exp 1/5/05) 








SENSUOUS AND SEXY 


attractive ong 


Fun-loving 


- blond hair, petite, hourglass fig- 


ire seeks financially secure 














kind, business ecutive type 

for jtually al relation 
id r : Trax 
YOUR DREAM GIRL IS 

WAITING 

M figure, 21 ye Id 

t njoy dining t »p 
ping spree travel e 

at ghts ir k 1 

a at Mayt f 

+ 4 a ger 1 reet 


appointed. 1276 (exp 12/1 


A BRIEF ENCOUNTER 


am a gorgeous brunette, f 


ody (lg 











ax ] t 
Seek f sally jen 
tlemian. Sincerity and kindness 
are a definite plus. 73628 (ex; 





WHAT AM | DOING? 


dea what ! am doing 





here am pretty much a 


hoice. Being an artist thi 





y much a given. but | have 





dependent 
e. Please 
you do not 







ng for some 





ne to pay your t yr be your 


mmy. 1234 (¢ xp 2/10/05 


SUB/SWITCH LOOKING 
FOR DOM 

1, 56-year 

ibited and 

sensua bondage, D. 
edge play 20king for a tall 

intelligent, open-minded 50-60 

year Old man who will try any 















131 (exp 2/10/05 





COME FIND ME 

24 yr old, 5’7”, foxy brunette 
with perfect breasts seeks a tall 
ong-haired man into bondage 
One of my main fetishes in 
ludes biting, but I'm very open 
minded and want to indulge 
as well. 71041 


your fantasies 





exp 2/10/05 


MISTRESS ANGELINA 


y domina seeking sut 





for lifestyle play. 24 
ve weicome aT 





ATTRACTIVE, 
INTELLIGENT, ASSERTIVE 
BOTTOM 

am a 25-year-old BiSWF who 
has been wanting to explore my 
submissive side. | am inexperi 
enced but would love to try role 
ay, (particularly auth 















p 
punishment and resis 

s es) bondage verbal 
at e open to learning 
ar y ew things. Looking 
for so one 25-35 experi- 
enced in the S/M scene, open 


minded afe, and trust worthy. 
personality a must! 71179 


LARGE MEN AND 

DOCTORS 
| have these constant fantasies 
of being a catholic school girl & 
the older men in my life intro 
duce me to sex through pun 
ishment for a missed homework 
nt. | also like the idea 

care giver wo 
Joctors for a check uf 





1 bring 
Id bring 








sid be fully examined 


Maybe would need an ene 





ve ye had by 3-5 





mer y hole accounted for 
You must be able to take con 
trol and feel comfortable in the 
1184 (exp 2/3/05) 


OCEAN ROMANCE 
Very attractive, sweet SWF, 32 
seeks sincere SWM, 32-52 for 
regular dates that end with ro- 
mantic, exciting nights “parking” 
along the ocean, where we can 
gaze at the beauty of the moon 
over the water and listen to the 
soothing sounds of the ocean 
as we enjoy each other. Others 
may watch but are respectful 
Serious inquiries only please 
all will be answered. Must be D 
D free as well as a non smoker 
w/ no tattoos, p sings, not into 
swinging. 24089 (exp 2/10/5 











PRETTY PLEASE... 
have a dominant personality. 
but when somebody can cor 
ally drives me wild am 
but curvy girl into poli 
making my owr 












Ves. In the droom I'm ur 





anything. Extremely creative 











ind passionate on like 
when a person in a position of 
wer takes advantage of little 
cent me am looking for 

ne who 's passionate 

t not afraid to take control 


GIRL NEXT DOOR 
Average female, 5'£ petite 
erts, dining out, just 
king jate nancially se 
ire gentleman 





the better. 29850 (exp 12/17 


4 
WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO 
I'm a black 21-year-old female 
who likes to have fun and is al 
ways d for yme one-on 
one time 2d a guy that likes 
to have sex and will do what 
get it. 














r he has to dot 
3700 (exp 12/16) 


HAZY, TALL, AND SEXY 

am tall and sexy with hazel 
s and long wild brown hair 
been thinking about trying 
new things thanks to the free 
porn | get. | am sick of guys whc 
call once a month. | am a beau 
tiful girl and | want to be seen 








ey 





™9701 (exp 12/16 


SASSY, SEXY WOMAN 
SEEKS... 
Tall clean serious male, 30-55 
race open, for D/s and safe oral 
fantasy. | am 5'8", bionde/blue 
sexy and smart. No smokers 
please. 4431 (exp 1/13 


GIRL OF ADVENTURE... 

seeks wild journey! Sexy 
spontanteous 34 yr old 
SWF seeks spiritual, crea- 


tive, witty, charismatic male 
30-40, for all manner of 
kink. Cross dressers wel 
come. 74421 (exp 12/16) 





SEXY LIL SUB GIRL 
Sexy lil sub girl, 23, new to D/s 
sweet, naive and naughty, 5 
green-blue eyes, blonde. In 
search of sexy Dom who is ex 
perienced and genuine, 23-30 
6'+. 4483 (exp 12/16) 


SEXY, TALL, SINGLE 
Kinky, fun SWF, 32, 5'9”, brown 
hair, blue eyes, great breasts 
Seeking tall, built, honest guy 
into BDSM, D/s and kink. ® 


4416 (exp 1/15/05) 


HOT WET BRIT GIRL 
Attractive college student from 
England, 24, new to Boston 
needing rough, aggressive sex 

m 5'6”", 110 Ibs, nice body. 
black hair, green eyes. In need 
of a big strong man to take mé& 
roughly every which way we 
can dream up. Sex with strang 
ers is a big turn on for me. & 


9567 (exp 1/12/05) 





MISTRESS SCARLET 
Enter the den of this bodacious 
dominant SWF, 45, with red 
hair and green eyes. Become 
acquainted with my wardrobe 
on you. Sip my sweet tea; be 
ready to obey my every com- 
mand. Taste my cream till you 
want to scream. Will train be 
Jinners ross dressers/foot 


worship welcome. 9688 (exp 


Attractive, sexy SWF, 32, 5'5 
brunette, nice body, 34C. Seeks 
SWM, 30+, for reciprocal oral 
fun, possible LTR. Enjoys exhi 
bitionism. 24089 (exp: 12/30 


05) 


ORALLY PLEASE ME 
| am a sexy 32 yr old MWF with 
nice breasts and long golden 
locks. My sex life has been lack 
ing in recent years - | love re 
eiving oral but my husband 
thinks it’s dirty. | have a beauti 
ful shaven haven and would 
love for someone to appreciate 
t. Reciprocation offered. Inter 
est in possible further sexual 


exploration. ™9566 (exp 1/18 


CHARMING BEAUTY 
27-year-old single student/ad 
ministrative assistant in SE 
y fine dining 
Jriv 





shopping 
cean, motor yachting 
aising events, feeding my vo 





fund 





acious appetite for reading and 
at the end of the day a hot soak 
ina aming bubblebath after 
a professional hot rock r 5 
sage. I'm interested in taking up 
golf and joining a health club. If 
you're a mature, distinguished 
yentieman, 45-85, live in/trave 
to my area, have the same life 

style | do, want to share it with a 
lady, and you are looking to 
treat a woman like a princess 
you will love me. 4800 (exp:1 


07/05 


BIGGER THE BETTER 
Sexy, dark-eyed female, 24 
5'1", dark-skinned, 140Ibs 
turned on by a well-built man 
30-45. Must be well-endowed 
6"+, also romantic, N/S.%9237 


(exp. 1/7, 


BEAUTIFUL, SEXY 
EUROPEAN 
Model-type, blonde, 27 years 
old, loves traveling, restaurants 
shopping, theatre ooking for 
mature white gentleman for mu 
tually beneficial relationship. 

™9053(exp. 1/7/05) 


COME ONE, COME ALL 
Vivacious young blonde into 
schooigirl play. Bi hot lady in 
search of M/F Dominants with a 
strict sensibility and flair for ad 
venture. Please be 18-50. & 
1051 (exp 01/11/05) 


TEACH ME TONIGHT, 
PLEASE 

Are you a sexually dominant 
man with powerful hands and 
an intuitive approach to BDSM? 
Because of my strength and in 
dependence, my surrender is 
especially intense. Please be 
experienced, competent, single 
and progressive. !'’m 50+ and 
hungry to learn true pleasure 


73480 (exp 3/17/05) 


LOOKING TO EXPLORE 
Novice, submissive, horny 
small lady looking for a Dom 
man, race unimportant, to try 
some light bondage with. | have 
long hair that | want pulled 
hard; some spanking would be 
welcome as well. Discretion is 
appreciated. 1046 (exp 1/10/ 


05) 























FOOT VIXEN 
Female supremacist whose 
high arches and perfect toes 
can bring a submissive to his 
knees. Strapped into a straight 
jacket, my toes will tease you to 
the brink of insanity. Inesca 
pable bondage mingled with 
unimaginable titillation. 9049 


(exp:07/01/05) 


YOU ‘CANNOT’ IMAGINE 
Creative, spontaneous SWF 
31, brown hair and eyes, seeks 
serious, sexy, honest SWM, 31- 
41, 5’7"+, who is romantic and 
enjoys role play and dirty talk 


9852 (exp 12/23) 


SWEET, SEXY NYMPHO 
Sexy, dark-eyed Hispanic fe 
male, 25, 5 with “anything 
goes” policy. Into spankings 
tickling, toys and more. If you're 
a tall, wild, attractive man who's 
very oral and thinks he can 
keep up, let me fulfil your fan 
tasies. 9853 (exp 3/01/05) 


SARDONIC SWEETIE PIE 
27-year-old redhead with big 
brown eyes, giant natural 
breasts, and a desire to please 
you. Please be a smart, literate 
geek who wears leather, likes 
cats, into D/s, spanking, anal 
and oral. | just want to make 


you happy! 4467 (exp 1/13) 


COME GET A TASTE 
Smart, open-minded girl looking 
to see who bites! 31 yr old red 
head with a fiery temper and 
cutting nse of humor seeks 
honest, adventurous, confident 
male. 4426 (exp:01/07/05) 








COCOA SENSATIO 


am a statuesque BF, 27 








6'2”, with beautiful long leg: 
am 1g. tive and fur 
and 2 to both watch and 
play jld like t neet a tal 
fur yuy with a nice bod 





race unimportant. 744! 





BACK FROM HEAVEN 
I'm ready for anythir oO let 
stir up some fun 


r let u 


me and 
the 





they'll ne 





reet 
ure; gentlemen 


2931 (exp:05/06/05 


jates. Dis 





SWEET AND SEXY 
Attractive, young blonde wi 
long legs. Love to have fun and 
travel. Seeks financially secure 
gentlemen for mutually benefi 
cial relationship 
T2899 (exp:4/01/05) 


Daytime Delights 
My husband is at work and I’m 
ready to play. Discreet finan 
cially secure gentlemen needed 
to make my day!™2898(exp:4. 


08/05) 





Attractive BF dancer 38D seek 
ing discreet businessmen for 
erotic fun and to make my day 
in the Metro Boston area. & 
9849 (exp 12/16) 


PPAR RI 
Men Seeking 
Women 





SHOOTING BLANKS 
SWM Bisexual, 35, black 
brown, into yoga, martial arts 
movies, books, adult ed class- 
#s, most outdoor activities from 
May-Nov. Seeks Asian or white 
non Hispanic male or female 
18-35. I'm infertile, so I'm per- 
fect if you don't want kids. & 


1391 (1/20/5) 


CHRISTMAS 
BILLS 


Have got you down? If you're a 
trim coed, grad student or sin- 
gle mom, this generous 50 y/o 
gentieman would like to meet 
for mutually rewarding times. 


1254(exp: 12/30) 


Bionde, blue eyed, SWM look- 
ing for large women over 200 
lbs. | love to please you. Large 
breasts, large ass. All calls an- 
swered. | can’t wait! 71262 


(exp 12/24) 


SEXUALLY BORED 
HUSBAND 
Mid 40's, 5’8", brown hair and 
eyes, lean build, looking for 
some discreet, no-strings action 
on the side. Must enjoy oral 
both giving and receiving. ® 


1108 (1/28/5) 


ASIAN BEAUTY 
Asian beauty sought for amor 
ous interlude by good looking 
light complexioned middle-aged 
professional WM. 71107 (exp 
1/13/5) 


S&M PARTNER 
Dominant, attractive, healthy 
retired professional, DWM 
seeks submissive exhibitionist 
female, 40-55, for mutually sup 
portive relationship. ™1107 


(exp 1/13/5) 


PANTY SLAVE 
SWM 50, young looking, fit, loy- 
al, financially secure, disease 
free. Seeks sexually dominant 
woman for long term relation- 
ship who is creative, sincere 
and likes her man in. panties 
Safe and discrete. No profes 
sionals please. 1106 (exp 1 


13/05) 


STRAIGHT 
BUT 
WILLING 


Straight male to recieve great 
oral, from attractive GWM. D+ 
free ages 20-45.8 





9868(exp: 12/17) 


CLASSY AND SAFE 

WOMAN WANTED 
for some discreet and safe fun 
45-year-old professional MWM 
seeking older mature profes 
ional woman. Let's bring a little 
excitement to each others lives 
Marital status unimportant. LTR 
sibility if we hit it off. @ 





ORAL 4 WOMEN‘40- 
55 


Older, SWM, 5’4 will fulfill your 
desires. 2 9867(exp:12/16) 


NICE AND EASY 
Sensitive, handsome, male 
35,5'9", 170lbs, looking for a 
discreet no strings attached 
rendezvous with a woman 25- 
40, race unimportant, ht/wt pro- 
portionate. N/S, drug free only 


71099 (exp 12/30) 


FIREMAN IN NEED OF 
FIRE 
Handsome 36-year-old fire 
fighter that doesn't want to put 
your fire out. | want to make you 
burn with desire. SWM, 5°10 
185ibs, with a muscular build 
wants and needs to orally sat 
isfy you. Very experienced in 
oral pleasure. Won't be satis 
fied til you are. 71098 (exp 1 


13/5) 


CRUEL LANDLORD 
I'm your landlord's spoiled 23yr 
old grandson. You are a poor 
woman who can't pay her rent 
In order to not be evicted, you 
are to give yourself up to me 
and preform any task | ask you 
to. All decent looking women 
18-40 should apply. 1200 


(exp. 12/22) 


DISCREET AFFAIR 
Attractive, MWPM, 48, 5°10 
190lbs, seeks discreet erotic re- 
lationship with a sensuous, fun- 
loving, S/MWF 30-60. We can 
both use a little spice and ex 
citement in our love life. Let's 
get together. You won't be dis- 
appointed. 71096 (exp 1/20 


05) 


SEASON TICKETHOLDER 
SWM, with season tickets, 61, 
5'9", 175ibs, lives near Sanford. 
MN, seeking a WF who would 
enjoy attending Patriots games 
with sex before and after 
Someone between 40-50. 5'7”- 
5'10”, around 150lbs. if possible 
natural 38Ds and a natural red 


head. 1095 (exp 1/6/5) 


Sorry, cell phones will not work with 976 or 900 numbers. Use your credit card or save money and buy a block of time. 


i WILL BEG FOR IT 
Severely submissive SWM 
begs to undergo a com 
plete ego destruction done 
by a demanding and com 
manding dominant female 
will fulfill your every devilish 
de and wicked whim. | 
will succeed where many 
other very good slaves 
have tried so hard but 
failed. PLEASE, PLEASE 
call sacred GODDESS.® 
9106 (exp 1/20/05) 








WILD SIDE TO EXPLORE 
Aggressive BM into anal, oral 
spanking, and role play. In 
search of women and couples 
age and race unimportant. Just 
be safe, clean, and discrete. ® 


1093 (exp 12/23) 


WORK ME OVER; 
BEND ME OVER 
SWM, 42, wealthy doctor, 
Harvard grad, 5°10", hand 
some, tanned, and very 
muscular, looking for a WFs 
under 35. Want to try S&M 


being handcuffed, slapped 
around, receiving anal, fol 
lowed by orgasm. Be at 
tractive/not overweight 
Recip. offered. No pros. So 
NH, will travel. 79848 (exp 


12/23) 


SMOKE N LEATHER 


ISO female friend who will in 
dulge my appreciation for sexy 
women who enjoy wearing 
black leather and smoke! Fun 
flexible and unattached. Enjoy 
dancing, dinners, bands and 
many other interests. Slip or 
your favorite sexy black leather 
gloves and high heels and give 
me a call! SWPM, 43, 5"8 
fun! 








blonde/blue Have 


9559(exp:12/17 


Enriched friendship: Caring 
friendly man, trim, well-pre 
served 50s, imaginative. Seeks 
nicely proportioned woman 

younger’s okay bi-weekly 
Talk, touch, pleasure you. Mod- 
erate additional compensation 


8464 (exp 9/02/05) 


FOR WOMEN ONLY 

If you're a discriminating wom- 
an who craves passionate kiss- 
es and gentle caresses, enjoys 
relaxing sensual massages and 
rapturous cunnilingus, yearns to 
have all your erotic desires, fan- 
tasies, and lustful needs fulfilled 
by a caring, sensitive, skillful, at- 
tentive lover, read on... I'm a 
handsome (will e-mail photo) 
clean-cut, disease free, intelli- 
gent, professionally educated 
and employed SWM (34, 5'11” 
180lbs, black/hazel) seeking to 
provide you safe encounters of 
ecstasy with no strings at- 
tached. Your privacy and dis- 
cretion assured. Your limits re 
spected, always open to your 
suggestions/instructions. No 
drugs/smokers. Greater Boston/ 
Metrowest. PLEASE: Serious 
replies only! 28803 (6/9/05) 


ORAL FOR THE LADIES 
Ladies, how would you like to 
lie back, relax, and receive oral 
until you are fulfilled. Take this 
attractive 34-year-old male and 
put him on his knees. All limits 


respected. Will respond to ail 
79847 (exp 12/16) 


Men Seeking Men 


Many of the ads in this 
section are Courtesy of 





A web site where men meet 
men. For complete profiles 
and photos go to 
www.m4m-usa.com 
This site has one purpose... 
...to help you get off now! 


Check out even more EROSPHERE ADULT PERSONALS at adult.bostonphoenix.com 











To listen or respond using your credit card, call 800-314-7958 | 


Sorry, cell phones will not work with 976 or 900 numbers. Use your credit card or save money and buy a block of time 
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1g white guy who gets it 








back with somet 
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TOTAL BOTTOM 





CURIOUS BIG MAN 


am looking for my 


perience. | would 
taught how to ple 
man. Looking f 
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MEN AND WOMEN 





have , 
€ ,7 
”, xp 


LET'S GIVE EACH OTHER 
PLEASURE 


White male. g 





JUST CURIOUS 
30-year-old, straight, clean cut 
boyish male looking to experi 
ment. Looking for sate discreet 
encounters. | want an older, ed- 
ucated top quality male. Be a 
good person who is interested 
in having fun. 9962 (exp 1/6 





WILLING AGAIN 

WM, in shape, very willing to try 
it with a man again. | love hav 
ng fun, so | am looking for 
someone that loves to laugh. | 
don't play mind games, and 

don't lead people on if there is 
nothing there. Let's meet and 
see where it goes from there 


1315 (exp 1/6/5) 


YOUNG, FUN, AND FULL 
OF... 

If you're looking for someone 
who is up for anything then 
drop me a line. | 'm a very like- 
able person and fun to hang out 
with. I'm looking for someone 
that just wants to have a good 
time. Hang out, laugh, talk, chill 
and more. 1316 (exp 1/6/5) 


Check out even more EROSPHERE ADULT PERSONALS at adult.bostonphoenix.com 
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ON A REGULAR BASIS 
Are you a married, bi, or clos 
guy that is looking 
a connection is safe, dis 
creet, disease free, and nt 
meet on a regular basis 
Area. This way it is just you 
and your partner (if y 

2). 1354 (exp 1/6/5 
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WIFE WON'T GET ON HER 
KNEES? 


w WM, Italie 








SMILE AND SAY “YES SIR” 


A 4 
IWM, 51, § 60lbs, t 
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CURIOUS, MARRIED 


Ss, lean t 





45 





meet a patient, 0 





cere friend or friend(s 
my bisexual cur 


with. 8622 (exp 1 





HUSBAND QUALITY 
Established, successful, busy 
essional living in beautiful 
vistoric home in Brookline 
needs a partner for commitment 
to provide fulfillment and mutual 
satisfaction. Me: 44, 200ibs 
tanned skin, from India/Paki 
stan, masculine, discreet, pas- 
sionate & romantic. Exclusive 
top. Seeks GM, 28-45, total bot 
tom, not into bar scene, straight 
appearing, good heart, kind 
soul, caring and loving. Likes 
travel and can adjust to South 
Asian culture & lifestyle. 21167 
(exp. 12/16) 





WANT MORE? CHECK 
OUT THE EXTENDED 
EROSPHERE MSM 
SECTION ONLINE AT 
http://classifieds 


-bostonphoenix.com/ 
ads.asp 
AND SELECT 
EROSPHERE! 


VOLUPTUOUS SBF 


eek 


S & M SESSION PLEASE 
43-year-old MWF iooking for a 
first time relationship with a 
woman where my husband car 
watch. | am 5'9” with 
hair, 36-29-38 


ke toys, strap ons 
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LET'S HAVE FUN! 
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scenes 


ARE YOU A SEXY 
WOMAN? 

! am a college student looking 
to have some fun with a hot 
woman or a group of women 

| am looking for a hot, sexy, and 
beautiful woman of any race. 
9711 (exp 12/23) 


LATE BLOOMER IS NOW 
READY 

I'm a late bloomer and would 
like to explore and expand my 
sexuality. | am bi-curious and 
would love to invite another 
woman into my bed. Looking for 
fun and excitement with no 
strings attached with new 
friends for sex.%9769 (exp 12 
16) 


COMING OUT 

GWF, 40, outgoing femme, new 
to scene, seeks soft butch to 
show me the ropes, around 
town, Boston. Adventurous 
switch,” athletic, educated, into 
Harleys. Exchange photos.? 
9142 (exp 12/23) 
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willing to do almost anything 
She loves to watch him with 
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HIPPY MEETS PUNK 
We are 12 piercings, one 
head full of dreads, four tat 
toos, one 
one e 
ers, toke lovers 
black and red, she likes 
rainbows. . She's more 
yes,” f nore “no.” You 
are slim, healthy, uniquely 
beautiful, fond of boys and 
girls, a little bondage, and 
maybe a newcomer like 


us? 1360 (exp 1/6/5) 











EXPERIMENTAL 
| will try anything once, race ur 
important, like groups. Bigger is 
better for her, soft and wet is 
nice for me. Please contact us 
can host occasionally. 11361 
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male. You and r together. Looking for a sexy gir 
masturbate while atc! y TV who loves stockings, sus 
My wife wants to talk to you penders s 
on our voice greeting. See short skirts, just like me. 21366 
what she has to say. Please 
be D/D free. 1094 (exp 
12/16) 





silky f es, heels 


exp 2/6/5) 


TEACH AN OLD DOG NEW 
TRICKS 

HOT COUPLE 4 BIG FUN 60, but young looking. | watch 
WM, 34, 6'4”, brown/blue, 9"+ movies with TS/TV action and 
and WF, 34, 5'4”, brown/brown get very horny and ere 
36C. We are sultry, intense would love to have sexual 
open to try anything once actions with a trans. | want t 
MFM, FMF, big breasts for him with a very beautiful transves 
well-hung guys for her with very sexy dergar 
be clean, D/D-free, good starr who would like to teach 
na. 4476 (exp 12/16 an travel. 21317 (exp 1/6/£ 
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Real Stories From Real People 


To Listen Call 800-314-7958 


* For Entertainment Purposes Only 





ONE LUCKY GIRL AND 5 
LUCKIER CONSTRUCTION 








TO LISTEN “TO 
COMPLETION” CALL 


STO 
> 7 


phx.cor 












E SSG of Adult 
foys OF Accessories 


AMAZING 
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CALL IN PERSON 
ticketmaster The Opera House Box Office 


.. (617) 931-2787 539 Washington Street 
or (800) 347-0808 The Colonial Theatre Box Office 


106 Boylston Street 


ONLINE All Ticketmaster Outlets 
ticketmaster.com GROUPS 


OF 20 OR. MORE CALL 


or bi 
Pommpgneriep-com (617) 482-8616 


TTY: (617) 426-3444 (7) 2b 
Tickets are subject to handling fees and service charges. No exchanges or refunds. 


@=- MUST LEAVE FEBRUARY 20! 
ei 


THE OPERA HOUSE - Boston er: 


Series 








